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DS BIRTHDAYS 2016 
01 Apr  Jim Hunt 
16 Apr  Julian Redfern 

   

02 May  Clifford Williamson 
   

   

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

Money never used to worry me, 
But now I’m Older, 

I’m always Spending a Penny 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

Hopefully everyone remembered to 
change their clocks forward one hour 
over the weekend 25-26 March?  I’d 
hate to arrive at the AGM on Thurs 6 
April and find a big queue outside TS 
Kenya at 7pm, gasping for your free 

can of beer or cider to all Derbyshire Submariner 
attendees!  All DS Members should have received your 
posting with the AGM Pack and reports, and any proxy 
votes or matters to be aired to Sec soonest please. 
 

Happy Birthday 100th Birthday this year to Capt. 
Michael (Tubby) Crawford DSC2, MD,RN served in 
submarines throughout WWII; it was a pleasure to meet 
you at the morning Service in St Ann’s Church in 
Portsmouth on Sunday 12 Mar, and hope I can do the 
same next year?  See article on Page 17 
 

The Last Word.  I often get confused do you serve on, 
or in a submarine.  Frank 
Wolfe, one of the Aussie 
skippers on HMAS/M Ovens 
has set the record straight.  
He said  ‘I was taught that only birds sit ON a ship 
or Submarine, Men live, and work IN them.’ 
 

The application forms on page 19 for the 15th 
Anniversary of the Freedom of the City of Derby to 
HM Submarines Evening Dinner, and the FNA weekend 
are your last chance to book.  From the poor response to 
both events to date 23/3, especially the FoC event with 
less than a dozen compared to the 32 last year, it does 
not give me much time to complete administration and 
place setting, I thus appeal for your early responses. 
 

I have cut the unpolitical pages to one in this issue due to 
a lot of Welfare related news on page 2 and 4.  Also need 
to advise that Ken Holtham is now happily out of hospital 
and back at home, and even better news hopes to join us 
for our monthly Lunch Club at Little Eaton.  On a sadder 
note I was advised of a Submariners Funeral on Mon 21/3 
and requested to attend with the Submariners Standard.  
Research proved he was a PO General Service but as 
requested by the RBL, myself as the sole Standard 
present, and Adrian as RM Bugler paid our respects to ex 
POME Colin Cresswell of Riply who served 1950-57 on 
Cossack, Vanguard and Pembroke. 
 

Terry Hall 
Derbyshire Deeps Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer, Derbyshire Submariners’ 
Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 

Freedom of the City of Derby to RN Submarine Service Granted 28 April 2002 
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WELFARE & REMEMBRANCE NEWS 
 

NHS Code 13JY 
The following has been extracted from The Veterans 
Party on Facebook 18 May 2017 and featured in the MNA 
(Merchant Navy Assn Newsletter) and I have left the 
sections in with regards the Merchant men as our 
newsletter is shared with some who attend services in the 
Derby Area. 
 
I have been asked to explain the NHS position regarding 
treatment of veterans and the NHS Code 13JY.  The 
following might help:  The Military Covenant states: 
The first duty of Government is the defence of the realm. 
Our Armed Forces fulfil that responsibility on behalf of the 
Government, sacrificing some civilian freedoms, facing 
danger and, sometimes, suffering serious injury or death 
as a result of their duty.  Families also play a vital role in 
supporting the operational effectiveness of our Armed 
Forces.  In return, the whole nation has a moral obligation 
to the members of the Naval Service, the Army and the 
Royal Air Force, together with their families. They 
deserve our respect and support, and fair treatment. 
Those who serve in the Armed Forces, whether Regular 
or Reserve, those who have served in the past, and their 
families, should face no disadvantage compared to other 
citizens in the provision of public and commercial 
services.  Special consideration is appropriate in some 
cases, especially for those who have given most such as 
the injured and the bereaved.  This obligation involves the 
whole of society: it includes voluntary and charitable 
bodies, private organisations, and the actions of 
individuals in supporting the Armed Forces.  Recognising 
those who have performed military duty unites the country 
and demonstrates the value of their contribution.  This 
has no greater expression than in upholding this 
Covenant.  The Military Covenant is an agreement 
between the Armed Forces Community, the Government 
and the Nation.  On 3rd November, 2011, The Military 
Covenant was enshrined in Law and put into the Armed 
Forces Act. 
 

What this means to health professional is that we need to 
offer ex-service personnel (Veterans) ‘Priority Treatment’.  
The Covenant states; (My interpretation for MN 
personnel is in italics)  Veterans receive their healthcare 
from the NHS, and should receive priority treatment 
where it relates to a condition which results from their 
service in the Armed Forces (MN: where it relates to a 
condition which results from their service whilst in support 
of the Armed Forces), subject to clinical need. Those 
injured in Service, whether physically or mentally, 
should be cared for in a way which reflects the Nation’s 
moral obligation to them whilst respecting the individual’s 
wishes.  For those with concerns about their health, 
where symptoms may not present for some time after 
leaving Service, they should be able to access services 
with health professionals who have an understanding of 
Armed Forces culture.  In simple terms this means that if 
a veteran is suffering from a health condition that can be 
attributed to their military service (MN: where it can be 
attributed to their service whilst in support of the military) 
then they should be given priority treatment.  However, to 
prioritise this does not mean they would just jump to the 
front of the queue.  If people already waiting have a clear 
clinical need they should be prioritised, but if those 
waiting have an equal clinical need then the veteran 
should take priority. 

MASSIVE RISE ON PROBATE FEES FROM MAY 
Simon Lambert Money Mail 02 March 2017 

Can you justify hiking a fee by up to 9,200%, so that it’s 
completely disproportionate to the service involved?  
What about a rise from £215 to £4,000 for a charge 
affecting families where a husband, wife, father, mother, 
or other relative has just died?  The Ministry of Justice is 
going to push through a massive rise in probate fees from 
May.  The move will see the fee for applying for probate 
switch from a fixed £215 on all estates above £5,000, to 
only being charged on those above £50,000. (The Gov’t 
says this reflects the big rise in asset prices since 1999 
when the exemption level was set.)  However, above that 
£50,000 level comes the sting in the tail.  Probate fees 
will now be graded on estate value, rising by between 
40%, to £300 for estates up to £300,000, to 9,202%, at 
£20,000 for estates above £2million.  An estate worth 
£600,000, which may include a family home worth 
£400,000 and £200,000 of savings, would be hit with a 
grant of probate fee of £4,000, some 1,760% more than 
previously.  That is a charge for a rubber stamping 
exercise.  I’ve had the misfortune of being involved in 
probate twice in the past three years, for my dad and my 
grandmother.  For the executors, it can be laborious.  In 
many cases, you must gather all the dead person’s 
financial details and fill in two long forms for inheritance 
tax and probate, even when there is no inheritance tax to 
pay.  That done, you get an appointment to go to the 
probate registry, where someone checks and takes your 
documents, and you then get a grant of representation, 
giving you the right to deal with property, bank accounts, 
investments etc.  This swift bit of clerical work (after 
you've done all the graft) is what your probate fee is for. 
Until May, it costs £215, after that it could run into 
thousands more.  I’m sure that to the people who 
dreamed this up, grading probate fees on estate value 
seemed reasonable. After all, isn’t it fair the rich pay 
more?  But we already have a system where wealthy 
estates incur a higher charge, it’s called inheritance tax.  
Probate fees are not supposed to be another tax on top 
of that, they are a charge for a simple service.  However, 
to many probate fees will look more like profiteering on 
the bereaved, and basically another tax grab. 

 

ROYAL MAIL INCREASES 
When I started writing letters in the early 1960’s if was a 
3d purple stamp or 1 1/4p in today’s money and now it is 

to be 65p as it was all First Class then and 
two deliveries a day & Sunday.  The price of 
postage stamps will go up by a penny next 
month.  A first-class stamp will increase to 
65p and second class stamps will cost 56p, 
and this is only a year after the last hike in 

prices.  Royal Mail said the changes were needed to help 
to ensure the sustainability of the universal postal service, 
its commitment to serve even the most rural areas for the 
same price.  First class stamps for large letters will cost 
98p, an increase of 2p, while large letter second class 
stamps will rise by 1p to be priced at 76p.  the most recent 
rise was in March last year when first and second class 
stamps rose by 1p.  Royal Mail said the changes to be 
rolled out from 27 March, still meant UK stamps were 
among the cheapest in Europe.  In 2000, a first-class 
stamp was 27p and second class 19p.  On 16 Sept, 1968, 
Royal Mail created the first and second class system.  On 15 
Feb, 1971, Great Britain adopted decimal currency.  On the 
same day, Royal Mail also increased domestic postage rates 
from 5d to 3p new money.   



 3 

UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

One Day, a Chief Coxswain came home and found his 
wife sobbing convulsively.  ‘I feel terrible,’ she told him. 
‘I was pressing your uniform and I burned a big hole in 
the seat of your trousers.’  ‘Forget it,’ consoled the 
Chief.  ‘Remember that I bought an extra pair of 
trousers for that uniform.  ‘Yes, and it's lucky for you  
that you did,’ his wife said, drying her eyes.  ‘I used 
them to patch the hole.’ 
 

A Padre was telling his congregation the parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  He asked the congregation, ‘If you 
saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and 
bleeding, what would you do?’  A submariner spoke up 
and broke the hushed silence, ‘I think I'd throw up.’ 
 

And a Couple from Aussie.  I was having a beer with 
old Bill yesterday and he has convinced me that tea is 
more dangerous than beer.  Bill discovered this last 
night, he had drunk 14 beers at the Tiaro Pub 
yesterday while his wife was home just drinking tea.  
You should have seen how violent and angry she was 
when Bill got home. He was peaceful, silent and 
headed to bed as she shouted at him, all night, and 
even into the next morning.  Please ladies, if you can't 
handle your tea, don't drink it. 
 

This Afternoon I called in to see Bill and Jean to see 
if things had calmed down.  If anything, things seemed 
worse and when I asked Bill why he replied ‘Jean came 
home with a vibrator today, and she started waving it 
about and screamed at him ‘I don't need you now!  I 
don't need you now’.  Bill smiled and said ‘Guess who 
had to put the bloody batteries in?’ 
 

I Was Talking to a young woman in the bar last night.  
She said, ‘If you lost a few pounds, had a shave and got 
your hair cut, you'd look all right.’  I said, ‘If I did that, I'd 
be talking to your friends over there instead of you.  It cost 
me a fat lip, but, when you’re seventy, who cares? 
 

A Married couple went to the hospital to have their 
baby delivered.  Upon their arrival, the doctor said he 
had invented a new machine that would transfer a 
portion of the mother’s labour pain to the father.  He 
asked if they were willing to try it out.  They were both 
very much in favour of it so the doctor set the machine 
to transfer 10% for starters.  He explained that even 
10% was probably more pain than the father had ever 
experienced before.  But as the labour progressed, the 
husband felt fine, and asked the doctor to go ahead 
and bump it up a notch.  The doctor then adjusted the 
machine to 20% pain transfer.  The husband still felt 
fine so the doctor checked his blood pressure and was 
amazed at how well he was doing.  At this point they 
decided to try for 50%.  The husband continued to feel 
quite well.  Since the pain transfer was obviously 
helping out the wife considerably, the husband 
encouraged the doctor to transfer ALL the pain to him.  
The wife delivered a healthy baby with virtually no 
pain. She and her husband were ecstatic.  When they 
got home, their milkman was dead on the driveway. 
 
I was Once Asked, ‘Dad, what does a man's better 
half mean?’ to which I could only reply ‘Usually, she 
means exactly what she says!’ 

15 Important Facts To Remember As We Grow Older 
 

Death is the number 1 killer in the world. 
 

Men have two motivations: hunger and hanky panky, 
and they can't tell them apart.  If you see a gleam in 
his eyes, make him a sandwich. 
 

Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.  
Teach a person to use the Internet, and they won't 
bother you for weeks, months, maybe years. 
 

My goal for 2016 was to lose just ten pounds; So, I only 
have fifteen to go. 
 

I Ate a salad for dinner.  Mostly croutons & tomatoes; 
really just one big, round crouton covered with tomato 
sauce, and cheese!  Fine, it was a pizza, I ate a pizza! 
 

How to prepare Tofu; 1. Throw it in the gash.   
2.  Grill a good steak. 
 

I don't mean to brag but; but I finished my 14-day food 
diet food in 3 hours and 15 minutes. 
 

A recent study has found women who carry a little 
extra weight live longer than men who mention it. 
 

Children today don't know how easy they have it.  
When I was young, I had to walk through nine feet of 
shag carpet to change the TV channel. 
 

Do You Remember back when we were kids and every 
time it was below zero our they closed school? 
Me neither. 
 

I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking or 
smart or talented.  I’ve forgotten where I was going with 
this. 
 

I love being over 65.  I learn something new every day, 
and forget five others. 
 

A burglar broke into my house last night.  He started 
searching for money; so, I woke up and searched with 
him. 
 

I think I'll just put an ‘Out of Order’ sticker on my 
forehead and call it a day 
 

If you are counting the number of dit’s to make sure 
there are fifteen, you really are a sad person or a Tiff? 
 

Did You Know that Dolphins are 
so smart that within a few weeks of 
captivity, they can train people to 
stand on the very edge of the pool 
and throw fish to them? 
 

Four Mercenaries were captured by a dictator who 
stated as they had fought like great warriors they 
would be granted a last wish before they were shot.  
The Scot requested 100 Pipers playing Scotland the 
Brave.  The Welshman wanted 100 Choirmasters 
singing There will be a Welcome in the hillside, whilst 
the Irishman wanted 100 girls dancing River Dance.  
(Who says the Irish are daft?)  The Englishman 
requested to be shot first!! 
 

Did Noah Fish?  A Sunday school teacher asked, ‘Johnny, 

do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the 
Ark?’ ‘No,’ replied Johnny. ‘How could he, with just two 
worms.’  
 

I Have a Brain like the Bermuda Triangle. 

Information goes in, never to be found again. 



 4 

Speeding Drivers: New Law 
Will mean bigger Fines for Drivers who earn more 

Green Flag Nl 1 Feb1, 2017 
Speeding drivers will soon face much higher fines and 
stricter penalties. On 24 April, 2017, new guidelines set 
by the Sentencing Council will come into effect in the UK. 
Those caught driving at more than 101mph in a 70mph 
speed limit could be disqualified for up to 56 days and get 
a fine of between 125 and 175 per cent of their relevant 
weekly income.  Although the motorway fines have taken 
the headlines, drivers are most likely to be affected by the 
new fines and penalties on slower roads.  If you are 
caught at between 31 and 40mph in a 30mph zone you 
will get three penalty points and a fine of between 25 and 
75 per cent of your weekly income.  Currently many 
drivers get away without points and a fine by paying for a 
speed awareness course.  Changes for Speeding 
drivers?  Having fines means tested is the biggest 
change here.  Previously, a driver could be confident that 
the maximum fine they would get would be around £5000. 
Now that fine could be huge for high earners.  If a top-
level footballer, who earns £300,000 a week, was caught 
driving at 102mph he could face a fine of more than 
£500,000.  Meanwhile, an 18-year old driver who works 
40 hours a week on the minimum wage would be subject 
to a fine of just less than £400 for the same speed.  Why 
is the speeding law being changed?  The number of 

speeding offences has increased 44% in the last five 
years.  The new sentencing structure has been designed 
to produce a sufficient deterrent to reduce the number of 
speeding drivers.  Will other laws change?  As well as 
the speeding fines, drivers are set to face much tougher 
penalties for using a mobile phone behind the wheel from 
March 2017.  The previous penalty of three points and a 
£100 fine has been doubled to six points and £200. 
Some Fast Facts  In the UK the highest speed ever 
ticketed was 192mph.  The way the driver was caught is 
more unique.  He posted videos of his exploits on 
YouTube and this provided enough evidence for his 
prosecution.  The Swiss use a similar earnings-based fine 
system to the one the UK will soon have.  When a Swiss 
billionaire was caught at 186mph in his Mercedes SLS in 
2010 he landed the biggest speeding fine ever issued: a 
cool £558,000.  The most prolific speed camera in the UK 
is on the Ealing section of London’s North Circular Road. 
From being switched on in April 2016 to the end of 
October almost 15,000 fines were issued as it enforced a 
temporary 30mph limit. Assuming three penalty points 
and a £100 fine per speeding driver, that’s £1.5 million in 
just six months.  (I understand the bus lane camera at 
Pentagon Island on Nottingham Rd in Derby also 
competes for this title?)  In 1878 the speed limit for a 
steam-driven car was 2mph in towns and 4mph in the 
country.  Anyone caught exceeding that speed was fined 
and given 10 lashes.  It was the driver, not the vehicle’s 
owner, who received the physical punishment.  Editor;  
Maybe the 10 lashes should be introduced and mobile 
phone if in use confiscated and destroyed – including the 
SIM Card though no doubt that would infringe on their 
human rights! 
 

Steps 1 and 2 – Determining the offence seriousness 
The starting point applies to all offenders irrespective of 
plea or previous convictions. 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/offences/item/spe
eding-revised-2017/  There is a complex chart with four 
zones of speed in relation to fines and sentence.  All fines 
are means tested with minimum fines and more automatic 
bans. 

The court should then consider further adjustment for any 
aggravating or mitigating factors.  The following is a non-
exhaustive list of additional factual elements providing the 
context of the offence and factors relating to the offender. 
Identify whether any combination of these, or other 
relevant factors, should result in an upward or downward 
adjustment from the sentence arrived at so far.  Factors 
increasing seriousness  Statutory aggravating factors: 
Previous convictions, having regard to a) the nature of 
the offence to which the conviction relates and its 
relevance to the current offence; and b) the time that has 
elapsed since the conviction.  Offence committed whilst 
on bail.  Other aggravating factors:  Offence committed 
on licence or post sentence supervision,  Poor road or 
weather conditions, Driving LGV, HGV, PSV etc.  Towing 
caravan/trailer, carrying passengers or heavy load, 
driving for hire or reward, Evidence of unacceptable 
standard of driving over and above speed, Location e.g. 
near school, High level of traffic or pedestrians in the 
vicinity.  Factors reducing seriousness or reflecting 
personal mitigation  No previous convictions or no 
relevant/recent convictions, Good character and/or 
exemplary conduct, Genuine emergency established. 
 

Burial at Sea 
Daily Mail 24 Feb, 2017 

A reader’s question asked ‘Is it still legal to be buried at 
sea?  If so, what would be the requirements?  Are there 
any undertakes who still provide the service and at what 
cost?  The response from a gentleman in Wolverhampton 
was;  Burials at sea are a long-established tradition in 
Britain, but only a few people each year choose to be 
buried this way.  In 2012, there were just four.  There are 
only three designated sites in Britain.  Newhaven, off East 
Sussex, and The Needles Spoil Ground, off the Isle of 
Wight are the main ones.  Tynemouth, off 
Northumberland, is used only if there is no chance of 
using the other two areas.  These sites have been chosen 
specifically to minimise the possibility of the body being 
returned to shore by strong currents or being trawled up 
by commercial fishing nets.  The main company offering 
this form of burial is the Britannia Shipping Company For 
Burial at Sea based in Devon.  The MVS East Sussex 
Sovereign Harbour Unit carries out committals in 
conjunction with local undertakers.  Burial at sea requires 
much planning.  You must first obtain a licence from the 
Government (gov.uk/burial-at-sea) at a cost of £175.  This 
requires a doctor’s note certifying that the deceased was 
free from fever and infection.  You are responsible for 
ensuring the coffin is built to the correct specifications; it 
must be made of solid softwood and must not contain any 
pollutants such as plastic, lead, copper or zinc.  To allow 
it to sink, the coffin must have between 50-50 holes drilled 
in it and 440lb (200kg) of iron, steel or concrete clamped 
to the base.  The coffin must be made from non-toxic, 
biodegradable materials.  It must be able to withstand any 
impact and carry the body quickly to the seabed.  For 
environmental reasons, the body cannot be embalmed.  It 
is not cheap.  The combined cost of the licence, coffin, 
undertaking costs and boat hire is at least £3k.  you do 
not need a licence or permission to scatter ashes at sea 
following a cremation.  Editor:  Note this is a readers 
response to the question and I have no knowledge of this 
type of burial at sea to question the facts.  I have 
organised several committals of ashes and that was 
complicated enough! 
 

You May be Only One Person in the world, but you may 

also be the world to one person 

https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/offences/item/speeding-revised-2017/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/offences/item/speeding-revised-2017/
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

Being a lying 
snivelling git has 
always been 
recognised as the 
means to get on in 
life, but joking apart, 
I suppose it could 
sum up Service life 
for many, especially 
in this day and age 
of litigation.  The old 
adage of you are 
guilty until proved 
guilty was how the 
RN punishment 
system appeared to work and maybe it would be a lot 
cheaper system than our present courts with expensive 
appeals and pleas of human rights being offended and all 
at the cost of us taxpayers! 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
 

Bear and Chief Tiff.  An 86-
year-old ex Chief Tiff went to 
his doctor for his annual 
check-up.  The doctor asked 
him how he was feeling, and 
the 86-year-old said, 'Things 
are great and I've never felt 
better.  Since I retired I took up 
hunting and I now have a 20 
year-old bride who is pregnant 
with my child.  So, what do you 

think about that Doc?’  The doctor considered his 
question for a minute and then began to tell a story.  ‘I 
have an older friend, much like you, who is an avid hunter 
and never misses a season.  One day he was setting off 
to go hunting.  In a bit of a hurry, he accidentally picked 
up his walking cane instead of his 
gun.  As he neared a lake, he came 
across a very large bear sitting at the 
water's edge eating a salmon.  He 
then realised he'd left his gun at 
home and he couldn't shoot the 
animal.  Out of habit he raised his 
cane, aimed it at the animal as if it 
were his favourite hunting rifle and 
went 'bang, bang'.  Miraculously, two 
shots rang out and the bear fell over 
dead.  Now, what do you think of 
that?’ asked the doctor. The 86-year-old said, ‘Logic 
would strongly suggest that somebody else pumped a 
couple of rounds into that bear.’ The doctor replied, ‘My 
point exactly.’ 
 

DO YOU WANT SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
(Personalised items too many to mention including S/M) 

 
Customer Service Desk open from 10am-6pm Mon-Sat 

For orders or Enquiries  01207 283693 

SOME SUBMARINERS were discussing politics and 
the question was asked what is the American 
equivalent in the USA to our Labour and Conservative 
parties.  It was advised that the Democrats were 
Labour, and the Republicans were Conservative.  
What are the Liberals called I asked?  ‘The Nutters’ 
was the instant response. 
 

RSPCA.  This is only a rumour that following the very 
bad press of call centres and major charities being 
slated over their fundraising using call centres, and 
high profile intense marketing bullying old people that 
the new ‘Marketing’ theme is to stick an organisation 
gazebo up in a high-profile place in town centres and 
get people to sign up to give to that charity.  One such 
occurrence in Ilkeston near the closed MacDonald’s (it 
moved) saw one of these gazeboes on the main Bath 
Street which is pedestrianised.  The young lady and 
young man were trying to drum up business by calling 
to all passers-by ‘Do you like animals’.  One response 
was, ‘Yeah, love lambs especially the lamb shank and 
Highland cows the steaks in Weatherspoon’s are 
awesome.  It would appear this was not the response 
they wanted. 
 

DIETS & GOOD INTENTIONS.  My wife and I love the 
‘Cream Slices’ from our local ‘Birds Bakers’ here in 
Derbyshire.  We have always considered them a special 
treat, but my wife suggested it may be prudent to restrict 
ourselves to this indulgence to once a month.  She 
criticised me recently for not keeping strictly to the once 
a month regime, and I instantly responded we would be 
perfectly on track of once a month if it was Oct instead of 
Feb.  Thus, we are now looking forward to December’s 
Bird’s Cream Slices, and no doubt before this newsletter 
is issued possibly moving into 2018 rations!! 
 

TRUE MATES IN SUBMARINES. In the early days of 
spare crew (Platypus) 68/69 (I won't use real names to 
protect the innocent)  A young ABRPSM, we will call 
him Slug, got married, but neither him nor wife had a 
car for the honeymoon so a generous AB Stoker SM, 
we will call him Smudge, after the reception swapped 
them his car for their motor scooter, and after they 
waved them off on their honeymoon, he rang the 
Manly police station and reported the car stolen.  ‘Now 
that's true Submarine mate!’  Editor: Pranks carried 
out like this are not funny to the recipient, but I confess 
I still laughed, and it was an Australian boat crew which 
was suspected to have transferred a live shark to the 
swimming pool in HMS Terror to time with the WRNS 
only swimming session!  Similar sort of pranks in 
General Service included the transfer to the RNZN of 
a frigate, and the following day being Christmas the 
duty watch was over the side painting out the very 
impressive large red Kiwi image on the side of one of 
HM War Canoes.  The reaction to this was immediate, 
and the following morning in the Naval Base in 
Singapore the NZ ship involved (it was the only one in 
at the time) was resplendent with ‘MADE IN UK’ 
painted all the way along its length giving the kiwi crew 
a Boxing Day task.  I had some great runs ashore with 
the kiwis who were always popular, and not just 
because they retained the tot after we lost ours.  They 
were awesome at rugby on the playing fields of HMS 
Terror in Singapore, that was for sure. 
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UK SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

More Submarine Problems - MNA NL & UKIP 
UKIP Defence Spokesman, Bill Etheridge MEP, has 
launched a broadside at the Ministry of Defence as news 
emerged of not only a ten-month delay for the fourth 
Astute class submarine, but also a near £200m increase 
in their combined cost. The fourth Astute vessel, HMS 
Audacious, was initially due in August 2015 but this had 
already been put back to January next year. November 
2018 is the new predicted date The Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) have also admitted that the price to build the four 
new nuclear submarines rose by £191m in the year 
2015/2016. A BAE spokeswoman said: ‘The design and 
build of a nuclear-powered submarine is one of the 
world's most complex engineering challenges. Mr 
Etheridge, MEP for the West Midlands, said ‘An 
engineering challenge it may be, but surely that should 
have been included in the quote? ‘If there have been 
changes to the specifications of the order, then it is up to 
the civil servants in Defence Procurement to tell us that. 
‘But what we are seeing at the moment is a succession of 
orders run over budget, past the agreed delivery date and 
failing to provide security for the country and its citizens. 
‘The taxpayers of the United Kingdom deserve better! 
 

BAE Systems Announces New Submarine 
Construction Training Facility 

By Aiswarya Lakshmi Marine Link 20 Feb, 2017 
Sir Michael Fallon MP, Secretary of State for Defence, 
visited BAE Systems (BAESY) Submarines today where 
he learnt about the Company's £25m investment in a new 
apprentice training facility.  The Company’s site, in 
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, is home to the UK's 
submarine design and build capability and the new facility 
will help nurture the unique skills required to deliver one 
of the world's most complex engineering challenges.  
BAE Systems is the prime contractor for the Astute 
programme, and the lead industrial partner in the 
Dreadnought programme, which is a new class of 
submarines to replace the Vanguard class.  At nearly 
8,000m2, the new Central Training Facility will provide a 
bespoke learning environment for the almost 1,000 craft 
and technical apprentices that are currently in training. 
These include those in mechanical, steelwork and 
electrical disciplines.  It will also serve as a training centre 
for its wider workforce.  Work has already started to 
construct the new building, which is due to open next 
year.  It will include a teaching block, classrooms, offices, 
craft workshops and welfare facilities. 
 

Sir Michael said: ‘This investment demonstrates the 
benefits that our growing defence budget brings for highly 
skilled jobs in the North West and across the country.  It 
will ensure we have people with the skills necessary to 
deliver one of the most complex programmes in the world 
that will help modernise our fleet of nuclear submarines.’  
Tony Johns, Managing Director of BAE Systems 
Submarines, said: ‘The design and build of a nuclear-
powered submarine is one of the world's most complex 
and technically demanding engineering challenges.  It's 
vital we have the right people with the right skills to deliver 
these programmes.  This investment underlines our 
commitment to the future.  The new facility will provide a 
modern learning environment to supplement the training 
our apprentices already receive.’  The new building has 
been designed by McBain Cooper and will be built by 
Wates Construction; the Company which recently 
completed the design and build of BAE Systems' off-site 
logistics facility, named the Resolution Building. 

Royal Navy Torpedoes Pin up Posters 
By Charlie Moore  Mailonline  19 Feb 2017 

The Royal Navy has banned posters of glamour models 
so as not to offend women sailors.  New rules have been 
brought in after women complained of feeling intimidated 
by the soft porn.  Sailors can no longer pin up nude 
pictures of their wives and girlfriends on board surface 
ships, submarines and at shore bases.  A Naval source 
told The Sun: 'To be fair, this is part of the service coming 
into the 21st Century, being more inclusive and not 
offending women.  But a lot of the lads are moaning about 
this because porn has been rife across the fleet for 
generations, and this is the result of a few people 
complaining.  Another insider said women complained 
after finding naked pictures of 
females intimidating.  Sailors were 
told about the ban when they were 
given an amended version of the 
Royal Navy's Queen Regulations.  A 
new section titled Pin-ups and 
Pornography reads: 'Possession of 
films/videos and all forms of digital 
media (e.g DVD’s, or downloads 
from the internet) that have been 
certified by the British Board of Film 
Censors is permitted.  All other 
pornographic material is prohibited.  
Royal Navy equality guidelines 
state: 'The causing of offence to 
anyone by unwittingly, recklessly or 
deliberately subjecting them to pornographic or sexually-
offensive material or media against their will, either 
visually or audibly, will very likely be deemed to constitute 
sex harassment and may result in the perpetrator(s) 
being subject to administrative or disciplinary action.'  A 
Royal Navy spokesman said: 'The Royal Navy makes 
sure that the work environment, whether ashore or at sea, 
is inclusive and appropriate and we're proud to be 
recognised as a top 100 employer in Stonewall's 
Workplace Equality Index 2017.' 
Editor:  The images for this article included the one 
above of ‘Photos like this one of Katy Price are banned 
and to demonstrate a RN Ship a photo of an Astute 
Submarine alongside!   
 

RN Bans Porn & Saucy Pin-Ups Aboard its Warships 
Source MNA Taken From Russia Today! 

The Royal Navy has banned sailors from enjoying porn 
films and having saucy pictures on board after an official 
review found that Her Majesty’s warships are rife with 
smut.  The Royal Navy makes sure that the work 
environment, whether ashore or at sea, is inclusive and 
appropriate and we’re proud to be recognised as a top 
100 employer in Stonewall’s Workplace Equality Index 
2017, a Navy spokesperson told the Sun.  
Editor:  Unfortunately the article did not quote the Sun’s 
reply.  Me, I cannot help but comment that I think this is 
double standards, and some jobs worth or equality freak 
complaining that this is politically un-correct!!  Yet, it 
appears people can walk down the High Street or be in 
public places using swear words, gutter language in front 
of anyone regardless of sex, age or creed, and we have 
magazines in news shops with far worse than the picture 
above, and nudity and sex, as well as the bad language 
on our TV?  Those of a certain age will remember the Sun 
newspaper first introducing the topless page 3 girl (very 
much enjoyed by matelots) and now we have a matelot (I 
wonder if that is singular) being backed up against the 
whole of the RN with banning photos and pictures? 
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DS LUNCH CLUB 
 

The lunch club was again very well supported with nearly 
twenty but at the last moment the day before a very 
disappointed President, Ken Holtham advised me he had 
to cancel as he needed to attend a hospital appointment 
for a bone scan.  The pub was very accommodating, and 
undertook this cancelation for us with it being the day 
before, and our paperwork was altered accordingly.  
Luckily, we were all on site for a minute or so after twelve 
so I could say go ahead and thence we had the proverbial 
tales of places near and far that some had travelled to 
arrive at their destination.  Having said that for the unwary 
it is not a straight forward destination being on a major 
interchange linking the A50, Raynesway and Alvaston.  
However, all succeeded in arriving on time; even the ones 
relying on sat-nav with one comment that it appeared 
their sat-nav only had the Roman Roads on!!  What was 
very evident was that the place soon got busy by 12:15hrs 

but we were queuing up 
for our carveries by this 
time, and the few dishes 
ordered from the main 
menu were served up 
about the same time.  As 
the venue got busier, I did 
have to remind staff that 
those on the Small Plate 
Carvery and Pudding (£6) 
were still waiting for their 

Puds, and this was soon resolved with all those on this 
choice really enjoying it.  Before comment is made it was 
not cruelty to Cheryl, Albert’s daughter with me sat 
opposite eating a lovely Sundae, and besides I did offer 
one of my flakes from the top before I dug in; which she 
declined being on a diet.  I can report she was a good girl 
and did not bow to temptation.  We are really appreciative 
that she looks after Albert so well for him to get to our 
socials and they are both always good company. 
 

I quite like this venue as the carveries are served up on 
individual trays so the spillage of gravy which some suffer 
at carveries (including me) go in the tray and not on our 
table mats, and it must be the monosodium glutamate 
that causes it to set like stone and so hard to scrub off.  
The small site where this brand new Green King pub is 
built is now being joined by other businesses including 
KFC and McDonalds and a new hotel is also being built 
on the site of this busy interchange junction.  It is I admit 
a site you have to think as you approach it and it helps 
not to be doing 50mph which is the main reason some 
people are past it before they realise.  Coming down 
Raynesway or the A52/M1 link road you pass the static 
camera just past Rolls Royce and as you curve around 
towards the A50 junction you take the left exit just under 
the road bridge which appears to catch people out.  
Unfortunately, though a 50mph limit many will be doing at 
least 70mph by this time as they have passed the speed 
camera!  Coming from Alvaston or the A50 is only a little 
more complicated with coming off the junction for 
Alvaston/Derby and keeping to the right hand lane and at 
the roundabout, keeping in the right-hand lane going up 
the hill past the incinerator and dropping down to the 
island with the third exit to get into the complex easily 
identified by the new hotel build and pub etc.  However, 
to play safe we did a couple of little convoys for those still 
unsure, and the whole mood of the lunch club was good 
company and food, and not all instilled by the passing of 
the port to toast the Queen. 

It is a well-known fact that I am easily confused, and when 
a person asks me to take money in to a person at a lunch 
club as they could not go, it sounds straightforward, and 
I am always willing to help anyone if I can!  This was to 
pay a person who was going who had kindly purchased 
them a bottle of special ‘Sherry’ on a booze cruise and 
they were unable to attend the lunch club because they 
had builders in.  They would then pick up from our house; 
Yeah, straightforward.  As I was ringing the person 
anyway, I said I would arrange it, and they assured me 
they would let me have the money before the lunch club 
which was delivered through my letter box the next day.  
SIMPLE!  Thus, I rang said person and explained that I 
would be bringing in the payment for the bottle of Sherry 
they had picked up over the water, and asked if they could 
please bring it in.  The first thing I was told was they knew 
absolutely nothing about any sherry, but they had brought 
Port per the written request they had received.  However, 
the plot thickened as it was determined that the brand 
requested was unavailable in Belgium, so they had gone 
to purchase it on the Ferry to find that the 1Ltr bottle of 
Cockburn’s was £17 per bottle, but as a special offer you 
could buy two for £20!  Fortunately, the purchaser 
considered this a no brainer as I would have done, and 
purchased the two.  So, I set out to resolve the fact they 
thought it was Sherry, and I was picking up Port, and the 
fact there were two bottles not one.  On going back, they 
apologised for their error, and not really being a drinker 
normally they had got confused between the name of the 
drink but they said they had got the taste of the expensive 
port at our lunch club, but only wanted one bottle and was 
willing to pay the £17 regardless.  There were no 
arguments, and after establishing the Sherry ordered was 
the Port that had been on the written order copied from 
our bottle at a lunch club, I made the executive decision 
that the DS would purchase the second one at £10, and 
we would split the cost of £20.  We thank Clifford who 
kindly donated the second bottle without charge so it was 
graciously accepted for use at our Freedom of the City 
Dinner at the Park in April.  Following the instruction voted 
on that I was not to scrimp on a cheap port, the 
Cockburn’s has become the firm favourite with Dow’s a 
close second.  It defies me that a so called duty free 
booze cruise outlet on a ferry charges two pounds more 
a bottle than my local Tesco, and that’s before the Tesco 
Special Offers which have seen these as low as £12.50 
so the BOGOF price of a tenner a bottle is still a good 
bargain.  So, if anyone is doing a booze cruise please let 
me know, and maybe you could help with a couple of 
bottles in the future for the lunch clubs or Trafalgar 
Dinner? 
 

Out Takes from 2005.  I found this NL note in the 
archives on being given some help at a Coffee Morning 
way back in 2005.  No names, no pack drill, but true.  ‘You 
put the Red Coffee Morning Poster on the Port Side, and 
the Green one on the Starboard side’  ‘I have’ was the 
reply, but it was obvious it was a different right to what I 
perceived!  ‘Port is on the left and Starboard is on the right 
I thought you were a seaman?’  I retorted.  ‘I was but I 
never did get to grips with the Port & Starboard’  ‘Well 
how the hell did you manage as a AB helmsman I 
enquired?  I remember that, the OOW asked me who had 
given me permission to take evasive action manoeuvres 
and our wake looked like I'd had two tots’  ‘Why should 
Britain tremble’ ended this conversation.  The only clue 
was his Skipper also referred to our hapless submariner 
as ‘Our National Hero’ as he was one of only nine or so 
National Service Submariners.  BZ mate, always willing. 
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EUROPE SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

American Submarine Technology for Spain, 1917 
This Week in World War 

Dan Schlenoff Scientific American,3 Feb 2017 
Spain was carefully neutral in WWI. Internal political 
problems plagued the war-readiness of the military and 
divided the country as to which side ought to be 
supported.  The Spanish navy had been destroyed by the 
U.S. during their war in 1898 and by 1917 was still 
rebuilding.  Ship construction, though, had relied heavily 
on foreign shipyards and technology, which were now tied 
up with the war in Europe.  Spain turned to the shipyards 
of its old adversary, the U.S (still a neutral country at this 
point). On this date 100 years ago the cover story 
featured the delivery to Spain of an American built state 
of the art submarine:  ‘There has recently been completed 
at Quincy, Mass., by the Electric Boat Company, a 
submarine, the ‘Isaac Peral,’ which represents the latest 
development of the art of submarine building in the U.S.  
The vessel is about 200’ in length, and the company 
states that in her size and dimensions she may be 
compared to the German submarine ‘U-53,’ which very 
suggestively put into Newport last summer before starting 
out to raid shipping off our coast.  The company claims 
that she is entitled to be reckoned as of the 800-ton type, 
although it seems to us that she is scarcely large enough 
to fulfill the requirements which the experts of our Navy 
Department consider to be indispensable in a sea-going 
submarine of 800 or 900 tons displacement.  For running 
on the surface and for charging her batteries, the ‘Peral’ 
is equipped with two 600-horse-power Diesel engines, 
which were built at the Groton plant of the Electric Boat 
Company.  It is of historical interest to note that the ‘Peral’ 
takes her name after a Spanish naval officer who 
completed the first practical submarine for Spain in 1887.’  
General Dynamics Electric Boat still builds submarines in 
Groton, Connecticut, and elsewhere; the latest order from 
the U.S. Navy is for a series of 7,800-ton Virginia-class 
nuclear-powered fast-attack submarines to be built 
through to 2043. 
 

Norway Plans Submarine Purchases with Germany 
By Richard Tomkins  UPI Feb. 3, 2017 

Norway has decided to partner with Germany for the 
common acquisition of identical new submarines and 
their maintenance, the Norwegian Ministry of Defense 
said.  The decision, part of a long-term navy-to-navy 
initiative, also includes collaboration on training, 
exercises and spare parts and cooperation by the 
industries of both nations.  ‘Submarines are among the 
Norwegian Armed Forces' most important capabilities 
and is of great significance for our ability to protect 
Norway's maritime interests,’ Norwegian Minister of 
Defense Ine Eriksen Søreide said Friday.  ‘It is important 
that we have found a strategic partner that we can build 
a broad and long lasting cooperation with.  ‘This lays a 
good foundation for the long-term relations we need to 
maintain a credible submarine capability in the future. 
Submarine cooperation with Germany will ensure that 
Norway gets the submarines we require.  The submarines 
will be based on the 212-design already in service in 
Germany and Italy.  The Norwegian MoD said Norway will 
now enter into final negotiations with German authorities 
and once a government-to-government agreement is in 
place, a German-Norwegian negotiation with German 
submarine-maker Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems (tkMS) 
will start.  Norway plans to sign a common contract for 
new submarines in 2019. 

MIDDLE EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Submarine Affair Becomes Criminal Probe 
Eliyahu Kamisher Jerusalem Post 28 Feb 2017 

Attorney-General Avichai Mandelblit has announced that 
a police probe into the ‘Submarine Affair’ has developed 
into a full-blown criminal investigation.  The affair 
concerns allegations that Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s personal lawyer, David Shimron, lobbied 
defence officials on behalf of German shipbuilder 
ThyssenKrupp for a multibillion-shekel submarine sale.  
The prime minister is not a suspect in the investigation.  
Questions over the 2014 submarine deal surfaced in Nov 
with a Channel 10 report that Shimron worked for the 
Israeli representative of ThyssenKrupp and pushed to 
buy submarines from the firm over the objections of the 
defence establishment.  A statement from the Justice 
Ministry said the decision to upgrade the investigation 
from probe to criminal investigation was based on 
information gathered by the police in recent months and 
evidence that raises a reasonable suspicion, ‘that some 
of those involved in the affair committed crimes of public 
corruption.’  A police spokeswoman for Intelligence and 
Investigations Division told The Jerusalem Post that this 
investigative material had accumulated, leading to 
attorney-general’s decision to upgrade the investigation.  
ThyssenKrupp, which sold the Israel Navy its newest 
Dolphin- class submarines, has been accused of bribing 
officials around the world to promote sales of its 
submarines Greece, Turkey, South Korea, Pakistan and 
Indonesia. 
 

Iran Says It Test-Fired Missile From Submarine 
The Times of Israe Staff, 27 Feb 2017l 

Iran has announced that it tested two missiles during a 
series of naval drills in the Persian Gulf.  One was fired 
from a submarine, it said.  Iranian Defence Minister 
Hossein Dehghan said the Nasir missile, which he 
described as Iran’s latest submarine launched cruise 
missile, ‘successfully hit its target’ during its test launch, 
the official IRNA news agency reported.  It was reported 
back in 2012 that Iran had based the Dehlaviyeh on a 
Russian anti-tank missile.  The ranges of the two missiles 
were not given.  The most recent Iranian missile firings 
follow the launches of a ballistic missile and cruise missile 
in late Jan, both of which are nuclear capable, with the 
former resulting in new US sanctions on a number of 
entities involved in Iran’s ballistic missile program and a 
warning from US President Donald Trump that the Islamic 
Republic had been ‘put on notice’ and that ‘nothing is off 
the table’ in terms of a military response to perceived 
Iranian provocations.  Cruise missiles, such as the Nasir 
fired in the most recent missile launches are not covered 
by UN Resolution 2231, which was passed shortly after 
the nuclear deal with Iran was signed in July 2015 and 
calls on Tehran ‘not to undertake any activity related to 
ballistic missiles designed to be capable of delivering 
nuclear weapons, including launches using such ballistic 
missile technology.’  Iran argues that its ballistic missile 
program is also not covered by the resolution because it 
does not have a nuclear weapons program.  However, 
the test is likely to be viewed in Israel and the US as 
another aggressive maneuver by Tehran to expand its 
missile programme.  Since Trump’s inauguration in Jan, 
there has been a marked increase in tensions between 
the US and Iran, with a number of senior Iranian military 
officials issuing pointed warnings to the US if it takes 
military action over the Islamic Republic’s nuclear 
programme. 
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CEREMONIAL & DS STANDARD LOG 2016 

Date Event 

05 Jan Peter Marson REME Burial Stanley Church 

09 Jan HMS Truculent Service, Chatham, Kent NP 

15 Feb CPO Spida Web Burial Stanley Common 

21 Apr QEII 90th Birthday Beacon Svc Ilkeston 

22 Apr St Georges Day Flag Raising 

09 May FNA AGM AGM Weekend NP 

27 May Battle of Jutland Svc Derby 

31 May Lt Cdr Peter Murphy St Marys Ilkeston 

20 Jun AFD Flag Raising Council Hse Derby 

21 Jun Beating the Retreat Long Eaton 

02 Jul Battle of the Somme Commemoration 

16 Jul Wellington Bomber Meml Service Stanley 

15 Aug VJ Service Ilkeston Market Place 

03 Sept Merchant Navy Day Ilk Market Place 

10 Sept Truculent Presentation Chatham 

11 Sept Wildfire III Svc Isle of Sheppey, Kent 

21 Oct Traf Memorial & Oak Tree Dedication 

21 Oct Cathedral Green, Derby 

21 Oct DS Trafalgar Dinner, Hallmark Dy NP 

29 Oct RBL Festival of Remembrance Ilkeston 

07 Nov Funeral Ken Hickinbottom SOCA BoT 
Ken was also a founding member of Derby 

08 Nov Funeral Pte J Kerns Army Paupers Funeral 

08 Nov Ilkeston Park Cemetery, Schools Rem Svc 

08 Nov Kirk Hallam Churchyard Schools Rem Svc 

08 Nov New Stanton Rd Cemetery Service PM 

09 Nov Chaddesden Park Schools Service AM 

09 Nov Funeral RAF Ed Melia Bramcote Crem PM 

10 Nov Ilkeston Rugby Club Stanton Memorial Svc 

11 Nov ERA John Brooks C16 16/4/1917 Service + 

11 Nov Sig Charles Buttle C25 6/7/1918 Service + 

11 Nov Soldiers Corner Rem Svc Chaddesden 

11 Nov Wreath Laying Jubilee Club (Static) 

05 Dec Funeral RBL Ilkeston Bramcote Crem 

06 Dec Funeral  SOCA BoT Charlie Larter 

 
Commercial Slump 

Why a vessel worth $60m was sold as scrap" 
BBC News, 01 March 2017 

The world commercial shipping industry is weathering a 
severe downturn that saw a record number of ships sold 
for scrap in 2016.  Reports suggest that predictions of a 
coming increase in cargo traffic fuelled several 
shipbuilding booms, with the last occurring in 2013 and 
2014, but the actual increase in traffic did not come to 
fruition.  Most of these predictions are said to have been 
based on industry data that showed a gradual increase in 
global shipping traffic, apart from a few blips, that 
occurred over the past few decades.  This was expected 
to continue, but instead resulted in a huge excess of 
vessel capacity.  In some cases, the ships are being 
replaced by larger vessels of the Neo-Panamax class, 
which take advantage of the recently-widened Panama 
Canal.  Pre-expansion Panamax ships carried roughly 
5,000 TEU (twenty-foot equivalent units, each equal to 
roughly one container) while the Neo-Panamax ships can 
carry an estimated 13,000 TEU. Ship sizes in general 
have increased as ports worldwide have grown to 
accommodate larger vessels, meaning that the same 
volume of cargo can now be carried on fewer ships. 
Container capacity is said to be more than 50% higher 
than it was before the 2008 financial crisis, whereas 
global trade has only grown 15% since that time. 
 

Miserable People are always up bright and surly 

TS KENYA SEA CADET REPORT 
Jonty Powis Chairman Management Committee 

1.  Numbers of cadets is very 
healthy and we plan for over forty of 
all ages by end of year. 
2.  Staff numbers are sound with 
reasonable interest from parents. 
3.  Management committee 
numbers are down and we need a 
fund raising specialist. 
4.  Fund raising currently in support 
of replacing the minivan which has 
seen better days. 
5.  Quite a lot of remodelling of the building layout to make 
better use of the available space. 
6.  Later this month we will be having the annual 
administration inspection. 
 

If you feel you would be able to assist TS Kenya in any 
way then please let me know and I will pass on your 
details to Jonty who is a Derbyshire Submariners member 
as well as the Chair of the Management Committee (MC).  
Basically the MC looks after the fabric of the building and 
the household electric, gas bills etc and with such a large 
older building the upkeep is quite daunting.  As you know 
for over 30 years Jim Hunt did sterling works both as a 
sign writer and painter and decorator but age and health 
now prevent that help as with many of us.  Remember the 
Sea Cadets also hold their Annual Coffee Morning in the 
Council House on the First Friday of August which falls 
on 4 August this year.  Some of us are away in Guz at the 
Dieso Boat Reunion but if you can spare some time 
between 10-12 please call in and support them and buy 
a couple of raffle tickets to help them, and it is a good ex 
services social too.  Terry Hall 
 

Plans for Plymouth-Based Nuclear Submarine 
Found at a Charity Shop 

By Plymouth Herald  5 March, 2017 
Top-secret plans for a Plymouth-based nuclear 
submarine have been found by chance, in a suitcase 
donated to a charity shop.  The documents on the now-
decommissioned HMS Trafalgar, which was based at 
Devonport, were uncovered by staff at a store in Wales.  
Workers at the Barnado's shop in Porthmadog, Gwynedd, 
said the suitcase was donated anonymously.  All else that 
was inside was books, and the now-declassified 6ft 
drawings will be auctioned off.  The £200million n-sub 
went out of service in 2009.  Shop manager, Stella Parker 
told the BBC: ‘When I found it I just thought, wow, this is 
amazing.  I can only imagine perhaps the family of 
someone who had passed away donated the suitcase, 
that is what often happens.  Perhaps they did not know 
the plan was there.  We are all very excited here about it 
and we've certainly never seen anything like it before.  
Someone said that if the phone rang and it was someone 
with a Russian accent, I should put it down.  We are 
hoping to raise as much money as we can.  One thing for 
certain is that you are not going to be able to buy one of 
these anywhere else.  Experts say the plans were most 
likely pinned up on the Royal Navy vessel so staff could 
get to grips with its layout.  HMS Trafalgar launched 
missiles against Taliban forces during the war in 
Afghanistan.  Back in 1996 it hit the headlines when it 
suffered £5million of damage running aground off the Isle 
of Skye, and in November 2002 HMS Trafalgar grounded 
on Fladda-Chuain, north of Skye as well.  Editor:  A 
picture has appeared in the press and it is a large sheet 
diagram of a T-Boat as used by Damage Control party’s 
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FAR EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

North Korea Says Missile Launch 'Self-Defence’ 
Reuters, BBC News, & Deutsche Welle,  14 Feb 2017 
North Korea conducted a test launch of a ballistic missile 
on 12 Feb that is said to have travelled about 500 km 
westward before landing in the Sea of Japan.  Reports 
suggest that the weapon was a Pukguksong-2, an 
intermediate-range submarine launched ballistic missile.  
This recent launch was notable for various reasons, 
including that it demonstrated North Korea's 
advancement of the use of solid-fuel missiles, which are 
safer to operate in submarines and faster to launch from 
land because they can be stored in ready-to-fire 
configurations as opposed to their liquid-fuelled 
counterparts.  The Pukguksong-2 has an assessed range 
of more than 2,000 km, and sources suggest that this test 
launch may have been conducted from a road-mobile 
launch vehicle, and successfully utilised a 'cold launch' 
system that initially propels the weapon with compressed 
gas before the main fuel is activated after the weapon 
leaves the launch tube. These developments suggest 
rapid advancement of the North's future ability to launch 
missiles faster and with less warning, and from a wider 
variety of platforms, including submarines.  The launch 
was noticeably timed to coincide with a visit by Japanese 
President Shinzo Abe to the United States to meet with 
President Donald Trump, and the test represents the first 
provocative act by North Korea since the start of the new 
US administration.  Both the US and Japan, as well as 
the UN Security Council, denounced the launch and 
called for a unified response, though details of what form 
this response might take were not available. 
 

India Advances Talks on Missile Sale to Vietnam 
Despite China's Caution 

Sputnik 16 Feb 2017 
Indian defence scientists have announced that an anti-
submarine torpedo will be going on trial from INS 
Sindhughosh submarine soon. India has offered this 
underwater missile to Vietnam and hopes for large orders 
from several other naval forces around the world.  India 
has decided to test home grown heavyweight torpedo 
Varunastra from Russian EKM class submarines.  The 
anti-submarine torpedo also known as underwater 
missile called Varunastra will be going into production 
phase, said Defence Research Development 
Organisation.  Indian Navy had ordered 73 of the 1,500 
kg wire-guided torpedoes for $132 million, which will be 
manufactured by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) in 
Hyderabad.  7.6 meter long Varunastra contains 95% 
indigenous content which can travel at speeds of around 
38 Knots.  Indian Navy claimed that Varunastra has a 
strike range of 20 Km.  Sources said that India has 
already offered Varunastra to Vietnam.  It is capable of 
targeting quiet and stealthy submarines both in deep and 
littoral waters even in intense countermeasure 
atmosphere. DRDO also claimed that anti-submarine 
torpedo has GPS based locating aid. 
 

Japan Goes Back to the Future With Lithium-Ion 
Battery Powered Submarines 

By Tyler Rogoway  17 Feb, 2017 
Diesel electric submarines may be on the verge of 
returning to their simpler roots with the help of lithium-ion 
batteries.  For nearly a century, diesel-electric 
submarines relied on constantly charging traditional lead-
acid batteries by running their diesel engines either on the 
surface or later on, while snorkelling near the surface. 
This left them constantly vulnerable, as they could only 

hide deep beneath the surface for hours or a couple days 
at a time.  Over the last few decades, Air Independent 
Propulsion (AIP) technology has revolutionised the 
traditional diesel-electric submarine performance 
capabilities approaching the domain of highly expensive 
and large nuclear submarines have become available for 
a fraction of the cost in the form of smaller, AIP equipped 
diesel-electric submarines.  Now the diesel-electric 
submarine is on the verge of yet another revolution, one 
that will return to type to its original roots, relying on diesel 
engines and batteries alone to go about its clandestine 
business. 
 

China Offers S-26 Conventional Submarine 
with Stirling engine AIP 

R.D.Fisher, IHS Jane's Defence Weekly 22 Feb, 2017 
The China Shipbuilding and Offshore International 
Corporation (CSOC) used the IDEX show in Abu Dhabi 
to market its S-26 conventional submarine for the first 
time with what it calls a ‘unique’ version of the Stirling 
cycle engine air-independent propulsion (AIP) system.  
Stirling cycle AIP systems use liquid oxygen and diesel 
fuel to power submarine electrical generators and extend 
submerged endurance.  A Stirling AIP has long been 
thought to equip the People's Liberation Army Navy 
(PLAN) Type 039B Yuan-class submarine, which forms 
the basis for the S-26 export variant.  A submarine model 
on display at IDEX and a new brochure clearly showed 
the S-26 has a large liquid oxygen tank (circled in red) to 

support its Stirling engine AIP.  CSOC officials would not 
provide an estimate of the submerged endurance for the 
S-26 model on display, saying it could be tailored to 
customer requirements.  Another industry source at IDEX 
familiar with AIP systems said that they doubted that the 
Chinese Stirling AIP, as configured, would provide 
submerged endurance for a week.  A CSOC brochure 
notes that its 2,660 ton displacement 'Conventional 
Submarine' has a length of 79.5 m, a beam of 8.6 m, 
maximum speed of 18 kt, a range of 8,000 n miles at 4kt, 
and a maximum dive depth of 300 m. 
 

India Test Fires Missile from Kalvari submarine 
Times of India, 02 March 2017 

The Indian Navy (IN) successfully test-fired an anti-ship 
missile from the first of its indigenously-built Kalvari-class 
(Scorpène-class) diesel electric submarine, marking an 
advancement in the IN's sub-surface warfare capability.   
While IN officials did not specify what type of missile was 
fired, analysts suggest that it was likely the French-made 
Exocet SM39 torpedo-tube-launched anti-ship missile 
 

Bangladesh’s First 2 Submarines Commissioned 
Daily Star, 12 March 2017 

The Bangladesh Navy commissioned its first two 
submarines, BN Nabajatra and Joyjatra, in Chittagong on 
12 March.  Both boats are 1990s-era refurbished 
Chinese-made Ming-class (Type 035G) diesel-electric 
attack vessels, but have been upgraded with improved 
noise reduction, sensors, and crew living standards.  The 
commissioning of the two boats is a significant step for 
the Navy as it becomes a three-dimensional naval force, 
though training submariners, developing doctrine, and 
fully integrating the boats into fleet operations are still 
significant challenges for the service. 

http://www.thedrive.com/author/tyler-rogoway
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U-28 THE CAPTAINS LOG 1915 
Following a DS Meeting Discussion here is what I have 
found out about the U28 but I can find no evidence on the 
internet of a proposed film on the subject?  Terry 
 

The U-28 Creature is not the name of an individual 
monster but rather the name given to a single sighting of 
a yet to be identified beast.  This chance encounter with 
an animal that would later be referred to as the U-28 
Creature took place in the early portion of WWI after an 
engagement between the U Boat 28 and the British 
steamer Iberian.  The Captain of the U Boat, Cdr Freiherr 
George G von Forstner, described the encounter in the 
following passage taken from his log books:  ‘On 30 July, 
1915, our U-28 torpedoed the British steamer Iberian, 
which was carrying a rich cargo across the North Atlantic. 
The steamer sank so swiftly that its bow stuck up almost 
vertically into the air.  Moments later the hull of the Iberian 
disappeared.  The wreckage remained beneath the water 
for approximately 25 seconds, at a depth that was clearly 
impossible to assess, when suddenly there was a violent 
explosion, which shot pieces of debris, among them a 
gigantic aquatic animal, out of the water to a height of 
approximately 80’.  At that moment, I had with me in the 
conning tower six of my officers of the watch, including 
the chief engineer, the navigator, and the helmsman. 
Simultaneously we all drew one another's attention to this 
wonder of the seas, which was writhing and struggling 
among the debris.  We were unable to identify the 
creature, but all of us agreed that it resembled an aquatic 
crocodile, which was about 60’ long, with four limbs 
resembling large webbed feet, a long, pointed tail and a 
head which also tapered to a point.  Unfortunately, we 
were not able to take a photograph, for the animal sank 
out of sight after 10-15 seconds.’ 
 

One important thing to note about this encounter is the 
manner in which the captain recorded the encounter.  In 
general submarine captains are not known to be prone to 
exaggeration, leading some to believe that he would not 
detail such an encounter in any other way but as it 
happened.  Also, there would be absolutely no reason to 
concoct such a fantastic story knowing, as we all do, that 
the majority of people who report strange encounters are 
generally looked upon as crazy and meet with only 
ridicule.  Some investigators have theorised that this 
encounter could indicate a surviving specimen of 
pliosaurs or mosasaurs, both of which are thought to have 
resembled gigantic crocodiles.  The fossil record of these 
creatures also seems to indicate that their spines were 
very flexible, which could account for the more serpentine 
like movement of the U-28 Creature and other so called 
Sea Serpents sometimes spotted in this area of the world.  
There are also a handful of researchers who have 
suggested that this creature may have been being 
transported by the steamer, only to be released into the 
ocean when the ship exploded. This small number of 
investigators have stated that any creature swimming in 
the ocean would more than likely keep its distance for a 
naval battle and the subsequent sinking of a ship due to 
gun fire, and for the U-28 creature to have been blown 

out of the water upon the Iberians explosion the creature 
would have had to be swimming almost directly over the 
sinking ship, just seconds after it was sunk by torpedo 
fire.  Though it is unclear why a British steamer would be 
transporting a 60’ aquatic creature across the Atlantic?  It 
is safe to say that at this point in time the mystery of the 
U-28 Creature may never be solved, with all eye 
witnesses of the encounter having passed away and the 
Iberian resting at the bottom of the North Atlantic. 
Perhaps one day the discovery of a creature similar to 
that described by the crew of the U-28 may shed new light 
on this encounter, however we will still never know if that 
new discovery is what the captain reported that day or if 
something else, still unknown, lurks in the depths of the 
last great unexplored region of Planet Earth, the ocean.  
There is currently no evidence to support the existence of 
a creature like the U-28 Creature in today’s oceans. 
 

Posted on 17 Mar, 2015 by Northatlanticblog 
From when it was launched to 2 Sept, 1917 when it was 
finally sank, U-28 sank forty ships, damaged two more 
and captured another two as prizes.  However, one 
situation in particular stands out and is remembered not 
so much by naval historians, but rather cryptozoologists 
because of the possible sighting of an unidentified 
creature.  On 31 Jul, 1915 the SS Iberian, a British 
merchant steamer was headed from Manchester to 
Boston, Massachusetts when it was torpedoed and sank 
by the U-28, roughly 9 miles SW of Fastnet, Ireland and 
resulting in the deaths of seven people.  The Iberian sank 
stern first, with the bow aiming directly upwards, and after 
about 25 seconds underwater there was another, very 
large explosion which was most likely the Iberian‘s boilers 
exploding.  However, during the explosion U-28‘s 
commander, or ‘captain-lieutenant,’ Kapitänleutnant 
Freiherr Georg-Günther von Forstner, reported seeing 
something very unusual: (The report as in the previous 
article on this page)  . To date, the sighting reported by 
the U-28 is considered one of the most legitimate and 
least-likely to be a hoax due to the personnel involved and 
the clarity of the description provided by Von Forstner. 
However, there are also many who take issue with the 
sighting.  One issue that skeptics of Von Forstner’s 
account have is how only seven people were killed when 
the Iberian sank, meaning that there were about sixty one 
survivors who would go on to discuss the incident with 
English and Irish newspapers, as well as a few American 
passengers who would speak about it with newspapers 
in the U.S.; none of their stories would include seeing a 
sixty-foot long crocodile-like sea creature.  Another issue 
is how Von Forstner is the only member of the crew that 
saw the creature to have written any accounts of it.  
However, Von Forstner and the five witnesses with him 
were all experienced seamen, and there’s no reason why 
they should not have been able to identify the creature.  
Today, the U-28 Creature (as it is now called) is ironically 
enough compared to other sightings of ‘sea serpents’ 
despite being described like a crocodile, and some 
theorize that the creature was actually a dinosaur such as 
pliosaurus or mosasaurus.  There is no concrete way to 
determine what the facts are, as the witnesses have all 
since died and there were no photographs taken of the 
creature.  It is important to note however that other similar 
cryptids, such as the Loch Ness Monster and Champ, are 
also considered to be prehistoric creatures and that it is 
very possible that there are many undiscovered creatures 
roaming the deep, as even NOAA (National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration) states that less than five 
percent of the Earth’s oceans have been explored. 
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USA SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Crash Dive: America's Pending Submarine Shortfall 
By Austin Hale CIMSEC 14 Feb 2017 

The future of naval warfare is increasingly shifting to 
undersea competition, in both manned and unmanned 
systems.  American sea power has excelled in this 
domain and holds a competitive edge today beneath the 
waves. But the U.S. Navy, by a combination of 
compressed funding and potentially crippling 
procurement cost increases, may not be well positioned 
to sustain its mastery of undersea warfare.   Near-peer 
competitors, such as Russia and China, are both 
committed to improving their undersea capabilities.  The 
People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) now possesses 
one of the largest fleets in the world, with more than 300 
ships, including five SSNs, four SSBNs, and 53 diesel-
powered attack submarines (SS/SSPs).  Russia has 
engaged in increasingly hostile naval activity, including 
targeted provocations and intimidation of NATO partners 
and allies, and continues procurement of the fast, heavily 
armed, and deep diving Severodvinsk-class SSN/SSGN.  
Additionally, China’s and Russia’s development of Anti-
access/Area-denial (A2/AD) capabilities pose a major 
threat to the U.S ability to secure sea control in their 
respective regions and, in the case of China, threaten 
critical U.S. naval facilities in the Western Pacific.  
Furthermore, these challenges come at a time when 
dwindling numbers and the need to replace aging ships 
have placed the submarine force under a tremendous 
amount of pressure to meet its existing obligations to 
Combatant Commanders. 
 

Implications and Mitigation Discussion 
The first implication of this scenario is the need for senior 
Navy leaders to gain approval and the requisite funding 
for their Force Structure Assessment from the new 
Administration and Congress.  The second implication is 
the need to prioritise available SCN funding for Virginia-
class attack boats to ensure that the potential ‘crash dive’ 
scenario does not come about.  That said, we still foresee 
a drop-in capacity in the near to mid-term that will 
increase operational risks.  To mitigate the impact of the 
major shortage of SSNs would have on the Navy’s 
undersea forces, it is recommended that the Navy 
continue to explore and expand its use of unmanned 
undersea vehicles (UUVs).  As advancements in 
technology continue to improve the undersea 
surveillance and monitoring capacity of long-loiter 
unmanned systems, unmanned undersea operations will 
be the next frontier in naval warfare.  As Bryan Clark 
notes:  With computer processing power continuing to 
rapidly increase and become more portable, dramatic 
breakthroughs are imminent in undersea sensing, 
communications, and networking.  Advancements are 
also underway in power generation and storage that 
could yield significant increases in the endurance, speed, 
and capability of unmanned vehicles and systems.  These 
improvements would compel a comprehensive re-
evaluation of long-held assumptions about the 
operational and tactical employment of undersea 
capabilities, as well as the future design of undersea 
systems.  As the seabed grows in economic and military 
importance, UUVs can act ‘as force multipliers and risk 
reduction agents for the Navy’ and work autonomously or 
in conjunction with manned systems conducting a wide 
range of missions.  UUVs can be used to monitor United 
States and allied seabed systems and survey, and if 
necessary attack, adversary’s seabed systems. 

Furthermore, UUVs can provide access to areas that are 
too hazardous or too time consuming to reach with 
manned platforms.  With this enhanced access, UUVs 
could act as long-term ISR platforms and provide real-
time, over-the-horizon targeting information for manned 
vessels.  Likewise, large-scale UUVs could also be used 
to conduct intelligence gathering missions because of 
their ability to carry a lot of advanced sensors at a fraction 
of the cost of the Virginia-class SSN.  The Navy is 
pursuing extra-large unmanned undersea vehicles with 
this in mind.  Allowing UUVs to conduct such missions not 
only unburdens the SSN fleet, but also minimises the 
risks to the multi-billion dollar Virginia-class SSNs and 
their crews.  Furthermore, UUVs have the capacity to 
conduct routine yet important and repetitive missions that 
may not require the attention of multi-million dollar 
manned vessels.  For example, UUVs could be used to 
maintain and observe valuable undersea infrastructure, 
such as the U.S. undersea cables that carry the bulk of 
the world’s Internet data.  Another important capability of 
UUVs is their potential to provide the Navy with an option 
for non-lethal sea control.  As pointed out in the most 
recent Navy Unmanned Undersea Vehicle (UUV) Master 
Plan, ‘Current undersea capabilities limit options for 
undersea engagement of undersea and surface targets 
to either observation/reporting or complete destruction.’  
Non-lethal options provided by UUVs could be used in 
situations short of war and support de-escalation during 
times of heightened tension.  Adding to the potential 
efficacy of UUVs is their ability to be deployed and 
recovered stealthily from submarines.  Beginning with 
Block V Virginia-class SSNs with procurement set to 
begin in 2019.  The Navy plans to build its SSNs with an 
additional mid-body section, known as the Virginia 
Payload Module (VPM).  Nearly 70 feet in length and 
containing 4 large-diameter, vertical launch tubes, the 
VPM increases the amount of Tomahawk cruise missiles 
or other payloads that the Virginia-class can carry from 
37 to about 65, more than tripling the offensive capability 
of each ship.  In addition to increasing the storage 
capacity for missiles, the VPM also has the ability to store 
and launch Large UUVs up to 80-inches in diameter.  Not 
only does this capability allow UUVs to deploy 
significantly closer to enemy territory and military 
infrastructure, but also greatly increases the range at 
which submarines can track adversary’s vessels.  As 
Rear Adm. Barry Bruner, then chief of the Undersea 
Warfare Division (N97) stated in reference to UUVs, ‘it 
sure beats the heck out of looking out of a periscope at a 
range of maybe 10,000 to 15,000 yards on a good day, 
Now you’re talking 20 to 40 miles.’ 
 

Conclusion  As Russia and China continue to improve 
their undersea capabilities, the competitive advantage 
long enjoyed by the U.S. in undersea warfare will 
continue to diminish. This comes at a time when the 
Navy’s fleet of SSNs is struggling to meet existing 
obligations to Combatant Commanders around the globe, 
and is set to suffer a shortfall in the number of available 
attack submarines in the near future.  Exacerbating the 
expected shortfall is the strategic necessity of building the 
Columbia-class SSBN; a program that is likely to exceed 
its predicted cost.  The new administration may provide 
very significant increases to the Pentagon’s coffers that 
could offset much of the concerns, but probably not all of 
them.  To mitigate the impact of the SSN shortage it is 
imperative that the Navy focus on submarine production 
and move more aggressively into the development and 
procurement of advanced UUVs.  
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FAILED TRIDENT FIRING 
Warship World Mar/Apr 2017 

The Defence Secretary was summoned to appear before 
the #commons on 23 Jan to answer questions with regard 
to reports that in June 2016 due to a malfunction, a 
Trident missile test veered off course after being fired 
from HMS Vengeance.  The test firing was conducted off 
the coast of Florida as part of Vengeance’s post refit, 
demonstration, and shake-down operations as she 
returned to the operational cycle.  It was confirmed that 
the submarine and crew had successfully been recertified 
following the firing.  Although a White House official 
confirmed that the missile had auto-self destructed no 
further information was forthcoming and the UK 
maintained the line that it did not discuss submarine 
operations, particularly those relating to the nuclear 
deterrent.  While there was, some outcry the event was 
not disclosed prior to the debate on the renewal of the 
deterrent, many seemed to miss the point that the debate 
related to replacing the submarines, and not the missiles. 
 

The missiles used by the RN are taken from a pool of 
missiles used by both the RN and the US Navy.  Although 
RN firings usually take place every 4-5 years, the US 
Navy regularly conducts firings from the same pool of 
missiles, so the failed missile could just as easily have 
been launched from a US Submarine.  The missile firing 
was a test launch and such exercises are designed to test 
both systems, and missiles and as such failures are to be 
expected.  To put this failure into context, over the life of 
the Trident missile, over 160 launches have been 
conducted and of the current Trident II D5 only two have 
failed, a research and development launch in 1988 and 
an operational test launch in 1989. 
 

ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE SCHOOL 
Warship World Mar/Apr 2017 

The Treasury has approved the initial Gate Business 
Case for the new submarine school to be built at 
Scotland’s largest military establishment this week.  Final 
design approval is expected soon, which will allow work 
to begin later this year.  The new schools will provide 
academic and technical training for all RN personal 
entering the submarine service from 2022.  All 11 RN 
Submarines will be based at HMNB Clyde from 2020, 
seeing the number of people employed at the base will 
rise from 6,800 people to 8,200.  The school will support 
the Astute hunter killer submarines, as well as the 
delivery of training for the new ‘Dreadnought’ nuclear 
deterrent boats, which provide the United Kingdom with 
its continuous nuclear deterrent. 
 

The re-location of submarine training from HMS Sultan 
and HMS Raleigh is consistent with the Better Defence 
Estate Strategy, published in November, which set out 
the department’s plans to achieve a more efficient, 
modern and capability focused defence estate, and bring 
greater harmony to Service families.  As part of the 
centralisation of all submarine activities at Faslane, the 
Submarine Escape Rescue Abandonment and 
Survivability Training capability will move from Hampshire 
to the Clyde by 1919. 

World Ship Society 
Founded in 1947, the World Ship Society has some 2,000 
members worldwide who are interested in ships, past and 
present. Its monthly journal ‘Marine News’ is a by word 
for accurate information.  Delivered as a pdf by e-mail 
every month: shipping news at the speed of light  
Marine News provides the most comprehensive and 
convenient listings of merchant ship activity for 
enthusiasts, some 10,000 entries a year covering 
launches, name and ownership changes, details of 
casualties and demolitions, all available as a 64-page 
digital magazine delivered to members’ computers 
around the first of each month and backed by an annual 
Index.  In addition, there is topical warship coverage, 
feature articles, photographs and Society news.  
Marine News Supplement  The monthly digital 
supplement to ‘Marine News’ contains supplementary 
photographs Fleet Lists and long feature articles covering 
modern and historical subjects.  
Publications.  Fifty excellent WSS fleet lists and 
specialist history books are available to members at 
greatly discounted prices with up to three new titles each 
year. Recent titles include Armed Merchant Cruisers 
1878-1945, a history of Shaw Savill & Albion and a history 
of the Soviet Merchant Fleet from 1917 to 1950.  
Photographs - The World Ship Society has over a million 
ship photographs; one of the largest and most wide-
ranging collections in the world, including black & white 
and colour prints, negatives, colour slides and digital 
images.  Prints are available at reasonable cost through 
regular members' offers published in ‘Marine News’.  
Branches - The World Ship Society has over 50 local 
branches worldwide which hold monthly meetings 
involving slide shows, PowerPoint presentations and 
illustrated talks given by invited speakers and Branch 
members. 
Membership.  Annual membership of the World Ship 
Society (includes 12 digital copies of ‘Marine News’ and 
digital Supplements per annum) costs £24 (£20 outside 
UK and EU) Get a trial digital copy of ‘Marine News’ by e-
mailing your name and address to:  
membershipsecretary@worldshipsociety.org or write to 
the Membership Secretary, World Ship Society, 17 
Birchdale Road, Appleton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 
5AR (UK) World Ship Society Membership has Never 
been Better Value.  Web   www.worldshipsociety.org 

 

Aircraft Carrier Delay Warning - Spending Watchdog 
BBC News, 16 March 2017 

The UK's National Audit Office (NAO) has released a 
report warning of construction delays, cost overruns, and 
other challenges to the Royal Navy's Queen Elizabeth-
class aircraft carrier project.  The report detailed a variety 
of risk areas, including: personnel issues which could see 
a lack of trained engineers for the two ships; the tightness 
of construction schedules that could create exponential 
delays given the difficulty of integrating the ships' systems 
and their future aircraft; potential rising costs of the F-35B 
fighter aircraft programme, and; cost increases which 
have already seen the construction of the two vessels - 
HM Ships Queen Elizabeth and Prince of Wales,  exceed 
budgets by 2%. The NAO also warned that, once in 
service, support for the ships was likely to require up to 
30% of the total fleet in escort and support roles, as well 
as 20% of the Navy's total personnel. The MoD has 
acknowledged that there are challenges in introducing 
the ships, but maintained that they would be introduced 
into service on schedule by 2026.  Editor;  Maybe now 
they are listening to Pub & Club Experts assessments? 

http://www.navybooks.com/
mailto:info@navybooks.com
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Australia’s Collins Class 
Submarine Replacement Programme 

It was one of the biggest international defence contracts 
in recent memory.  Australia’s Collins class submarine 
replacement program, also known as SEA1000, looked 
to procure 12 highly advanced diesel-electric multi-role 
submarines, each equipped with the latest in air 
independent propulsion (AIP) and quiet running 
technologies.  These new foreign-designed submarines, 
which would be outfitted with American combat systems, 
would be fielded in the next decade and would serve into 
the latter half of the century.  The programme’s total cost 
is estimated just shy of $40 billion.  Shipbuilders from 
Germany, Japan and France were in the running to land 
the contract.  So, who was Canberra’s final choice?  Let's 
meet the competition: 
The French Option.  DCNS’s Shortfin Barracuda Block 
1A, a derivative of its Barracuda nuclear-powered attack 
submarine currently under construction in France, has 
turned out to be the winner.  Because of the endurance 
and long range stipulated by the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN), the French have selected the Barracuda as their 
design reference.  The Shortfin Barracuda will be 
equipped with four diesel alternators to generate 
electricity, a >7 megawatt permanent magnet motor and 
ample battery storage. These should allow it to meet or 
exceed the RAN’s requirements of range, endurance and 
indiscretion rate, which is the time the submarine spends 
exposed while recharging its batteries.  The Shortfin 
Barracuda uses a pump-jet propulsor that combines a 
rotor and stator within a duct to significantly reduce the 
level of radiated noise and avoids cavitation.   The aft 
control surfaces on a single propeller submarine are likely 
to disturb the water flowing into the rotating blades.  This, 
according to DCNS, will generate cavitation, which is best 
mitigated by the introduction of a propulsor where the 
rotor and stator are shrouded.  DCNS also claims it has 
incorporated the most sensitive passive sonar ever 
offered with a conventional submarine.  Matched to the 
US AN/BYG-1 combat system requirements and 
equipped with sophisticated above-water sensors, the 
French claim that the Shortfin Barracuda will offer 
operational capability beyond the RAN’s requirements. 
 

The Japanese option  Buttressed by a handshake 
between then-PM Tony Abbott and Japanese PM, the 
Japanese were sure that MHI/KHI would secure 
Australia’s largest-ever defence contract.  The 
companies began to work on their evolved Sōryū-class 
submarine for the RAN, called the Goryu-class, or 
‘Australian Dragon’.  The agreement signed on 8 July, 
2014, by the governments of Australia and Japan for the 
joint development of submarine technology, and more 
specifically the Marine Hydrodynamics Project, provided 
the Japanese with the requisite peace of mind to work on 
an optimal Australian submarine submission.  The 
introduction of the CEP in early 2015 did not unsettle the 
Abe government unduly as long as Abbott was in charge 
in Canberra.  However, the ousting of Abbott and the 
appointment of a new defence minister, Marise Payne, 
meant Japan could no longer be assured of automatic 
selection.  The CEP for the FSP became thoroughly and 
hotly contested.  Caught by surprise when Germany and 
France were invited to compete for the coveted 
submarine contract, the Japanese government countered 
by agreeing to build all 12 submarines in Australia and 
use the construction facilities in Adelaide as a future base 
for a major innovation centre.  In a further move, it 
indicated its preparedness to share its most secret S/M 

stealth technology with the RAN, and to demonstrate the 
unique capabilities of the Sōryū-class, the Japanese 
Maritime Self Defence Force was sending the JS Hakuryu 
to take part in Exercise Nichi Gou Trident with the RAN 
and RAAF off the Sydney coast.  Not to be distracted by 
this move, the opponents of the Japanese option let it be 
known that the RAN would not attain regional superiority 
even with the evolved Sōryū-class.  Critics asserted that 
the lack of Japanese submarine technology and know-
how meant that the Sōryū offered less capability than the 
existing Collins-class.  It was a deficiency so 
fundamental, they claimed, that the lengthening of the 
Sōryū by six-to-eight metres for improved crew 
habitability and increased range made little difference to 
the Goryu-class when matched against the submarine 
designs of the French and the Germans.  The Japanese 
had planned to install proven high-tech lithium-ion battery 
technology in numbers 11 and 12 of their current class, 
and claim that their submarines are quieter and dive 
deeper than any other conventional submarine in service. 
 

The German option  Arguably the German Navy’s 
submarines are among the world’s stealthiest underwater 
platforms.  Aside from their traditional combat roles, they 
are employed as ‘vehicles of position’ that gather 
intelligence, perform surveillance and reconnaissance at 
maritime choke points, shipping lanes and harbor’s.  The 
design philosophy of ‘as small as possible and as large 
as necessary’ has so dictated the Type 212A submarines 
of the German and Italian navies.  It also uses AIP, which 
is quieter in operation than conventional diesel-electric.  
The latest submarine of the world’s most prolific 
submarine builder remains small at 1,660 tonnes 
submerged displacement.  Yet the new class is more than 
three times larger than its predecessor, the Type 206A.  
With this successful upsizing, TKMS answered the 
sceptics who claimed that the Germans would have found 
it difficult to evolve their existing submarines designs to 
the >3,810 tonnes Type 216 Australian variant.  In 
conjunction with Siemens, TKMS also offered the 
integrated 3D Digital Shipyard. The application of 
simulation software was to ensure issues that could affect 
construction were identified before the first steel is cut.  
They claimed it is a risk mitigator in the evolution and up-
scaling of an existing design.  In this regard, the Germans 
were countering DCNS’ propulsor with Siemens’ 
Permasyn propulsion motor and MTU’s proven 
submarine diesels.  While the drive train on the Type 216 
required up-scaling of the main motor to over 6MW, 
Siemens believed that this would have been 
accomplished without undue difficulty. 
 

Strategic outcome  All three companies have proven 
track records in submarine design and construction. 
Building overseas would have seen the Japanese leave 
their comfort zone.  However, they brought defence and 
geostrategic advantages to the negotiation table.  
Offering the RAN supply and repair bases in Japan was 
one of their most persuasive arguments.  The Germans 
pushed their vast submarine design and building 
experience; more than 160 submarines delivered to 20 
navies over the past 50 years.  This experience, TKMS 
claimed, would have put the FSP in a ‘safe pair of hands’. 
The French Navy operates submarines across the five 
oceans. DCNS argued that the experience and 
propulsion technology they transferred from their 
conventional, and nuclear submarines made them the 
preferred candidate for the FSP.  And they turned out to 
be right  
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HMS AURIGA & THE COLD WAR 
I found this article of interest not only because of the 
content, but also because I know two of my best friends, 
John Sayers, and Jeff Dykes were both serving on Auriga 
out in Canada at the time including the distressing 
fruitless search for the submarine USS Thresher so 
tragically lost with all its crew. 

 

NATO's Crazy Plan to Find Russian Submarines 
Was a Total 'Flop 

Warls Boring  The National Interest 25 Feb 2017 
At the height of the Cold War, the Soviet Union had so 
many hundreds of deadly submarines at sea that Western 
war planners willing to try almost any possible 
countermeasure, however goofy sounding.  Some 
seemingly crazy ideas proved actually worthwhile, such 
as the underwater Sound Surveillance System, a vast 
chain of seafloor microphones that patiently listened for 
Soviet subs, and remains in use today.  Other less 
elegant anti-submarine tools survive only as anecdotes. 
In his book Hunter Killers, naval writer Iain Ballantyne 
recalls one of the zanier ideas, air-dropped ‘floppy-
magnets’ meant to foul up Soviet undersea boats, making 
them noisier and easier to detect.  From the late 1940s 
on, captured German technology boosted Soviet postwar 
submarine design.  Soviet shipyards delivered subs good 
enough, and numerous enough, to pose a huge danger 
to Western shipping.  By the time of the 1962 Cuban 
Missile Crisis, the USSR controlled the largest submarine 
force in the world, some 300 diesel-electric submarines 
and a handful of nuclear-propelled models.  NATO navies 
couldn’t keep up.  ‘We simply do not have enough forces,’ 
Vice Adm. R.M. Smeeton stated.  NATO war planners 
feared only nuclear escalation could check the Soviet 
submarine wolf packs, that is, atomic strikes on sub 
bases along the Russian coast.  But the nuclear solution 
was worse than the problem. ‘We can take steps to make 
sure the enemy is fully aware of where his course of 
action is leading him without nuclear weapons,’ Smeeton 
said, ‘but we cannot go to war that way.’  Desperate 
planners sought ways of making Soviet subs easier to 
hunt.  Any technology that could speed up an undersea 
search was worth considering.  ‘A submarine’s best 
defense is of course stealth, remaining quiet and 
undetected in the ocean deep,’ Ballantyne notes. 
‘Something that could rob the Soviets of that cloak of 
silence must have seemed irresistible and, at least 
initially, a stroke of genius.’  A Canadian scientist figured 
some kind of sticky undersea noisemaker would make a 
Soviet sub more detectable. He designed a simple hinged 
cluster of magnets that could attach to a submarine’s 
metal hull.  Movement would cause the flopping magnets 
to bang against the hull like a loose screen door, giving 
away the sub’s location to anyone listening.  The simple 
devices would take time and effort to remove, thus also 
impairing the Soviet undersea fleet’s readiness.  At least 
that was the idea.  In late 1962, the British Admiralty 
dispatched the A-class diesel submarine HMS Auriga 
to Nova Scotia for joint anti-submarine training with the 
Canadian navy.  The British were helping Canada 
establish a submarine force, so Royal Navy subs 
routinely exercised with Canadian vessels.  Auriga had 
just returned to the submarine base at Faslane, Scotland 
after a combat patrol as part of the Cuban Missile Crisis.  
Other subs of the joint Canadian-British Submarine 
Squadron Six at Halifax had seen action during the Crisis.  
The 1945-vintage Auriga spent much of her time in Nova 
Scotia simulating Soviet diesel submarines during 
hazardous under-ice ASW practice with Canadian & U.S. 

forces.  During a typical 3-week exercise, Auriga would 
be subject to the attentions of surface vessels, aircraft 
and other subs, including the U.S. Navy’s new nuke 
boats.  During one open-ocean exercise, Auriga was 
given the floppy-magnet treatment. A Canadian patrol 
plane flew over Auriga’s submerged position and dropped 
a full load of the widgets into the sea.  As weird as it 
sounded, the magnet concept proved a resounding 
success.  Enough magnets fell on or near Auriga’s hull to 
stick, and flop.  Banging and clanking with a awful racket, 
the magnets gave sonar operators tracking the sub a field 
day.  Then the trouble started.  As Auriga surfaced at the 
end of the exercise, the magnets made their way into 
holes and slots in the sub’s outer hull designed to let 
water flow.  They basically slid down the hull, and 
remained firmly fixed inside the casing, on top of the 
ballast tanks, in various nooks and crannies.  The floppy-
magnets couldn’t be removed at sea.  In fact, they 
couldn’t be removed at all until the submarine dry-docked 
back in Halifax weeks later.  In the meantime, one of Her 
Majesty's submarines was about as stealthy as a jazz 
band.  No fighting, no training, no nothing until all those 
floppy little magnets were dug out of her skin at a cost of 
time, money and frustration.  The magnets worked on the 
Soviets with the same maddening results. The crews of 
several Foxtrots were driven bonkers by the noise and 
returned to port rather than complete their cruises.  The 
Soviet navy could afford to dock a sub or two, but NATO 
could not.  Anti-submarine crews couldn’t practice with 
floppy-magnets attached to their exercise targets.  The 
floppy-magnets worked exactly as intended, but they 
were simply too messy to train with to be practical on a 
large scale.  It seems NATO deployed them only a few 
times.  The submarine-fouling floppy-magnet turned out 
to be, well, a flop.  John Sayers remembers the clankey 
magnets being fitted to Auriga by the Scratcher, L/Sea 
Nobby Noble when they had to steer a specific course, 
speed etc to be located.  The magnets would not adhere 
to the aluminum casing thus had to be fitted to the actual 
hull which Nobby duly did; Right Above the Wardroom, 
which John recollects was not found amusing by the 
Officers.  He cannot recall the sky drops as mentioned in 
this article, but did comment they worked too well!! 
 

Prescriptions Rise & Dental Fees to Rise 
Prescription Charges in England are to rise to £8.60 
from April.  Although the 2.3% rise is broadly in line with 
inflation, Dental Charges will rise by 4½%.  Treatments 
such as crowns and bridges will increase in cost on 
average to £244.30p.  The rises were announced by the 
Health Minister who said patients with the ‘greatest need’ 
would be protected because the costs of prescription 
prepayment certificates (PPC’s) would remain the same.  
These allow patients to buy a minimum of 12 
prescriptions a year for less rather than paying for them 
individually.  The cost of a 12 month PPC will remain at 
£104, while a 3 month PC will continue to cost £29.10p.  
Dental Care.   Band 1 treatments, which include 
examinations, diagnosis and advice, will increase to 
£20.60.  Prices for band 2, which cover fillings, root 
canals and tooth extraction, will rise to £56.30, while band 
3,  such as crowns, bridges and dentures will rise to 
£244.30.  Existing arrangements for prescription charge 
exemptions will remain, principally covering those with 
certain medical conditions like cancer, epilepsy and 
diabetes, pregnant and new mothers, children under 16 
and anyone over 60, and those on low income. 
Prescriptions are free in Scotland, Wales and N.Ireland. 
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VARIOUS AREAS SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

HMCS Chicoutimi Returns to Sea for Trails 
CTV News, 22 February 2017 

The Royal Canadian Navy's (RCN) HMCS Chicoutimi, a 
diesel-electric attack submarine stationed on the west 
coast of Canada, is undergoing training exercises in 
preparation for greater drills with Pacific allies later this 
year. A spokesperson for Maritime Forces Pacific said 
that Chicoutimi has successfully completed the process 
and inspection of welds found to be deficient in late 2015, 
setting the boat on course to be fully operational this 
summer. Chicoutimi's ascension to active duty status is 
timely for the RCN in the Pacific, as the region is seeing 
a proliferation of submarines, and the RCN's ability to 
develop its submarine capability, both for itself and for its 
partners, is becoming increasingly important. 
 

Russia’s Fourth Yasen-Class Submarine 
Completes Hydraulic Tests 

Military & Defence  23 Jan, 2017 
The fourth Project Yasen-M multipurpose nuclear 
submarine Krasnoyarsk has completed hydraulic tests of 
the pressure hull and its structures, the Sevmash 
Shipyard, the submarine’s manufacturer, told journalists.  
A major construction stage, the hydraulic tests of the 
strong hull and its elements has been completed on the 
nuclear submarine Krasnoyarsk.  The submarine has 
successfully passed the tightness test and its hull has 
withstood the characteristics laid out by the designer. 
Further planned work is ongoing to prepare the hull for 
insulation and assembly works,’ the Sevmash Shipyard 
press office said.  The Krasnoyarsk is the fourth 
multipurpose nuclear-powered submarine in the Yasen-
class series (Project 885) designed by the St. Petersburg-
based Marine Engineering Design Bureau Malakhit.  The 
submarine was laid out in 2014.  Overall, five submarines 
of this project are under construction at the Sevmash 
Shipyard in Severodvinsk in north Russia.  The first 
Project 885 nuclear submarine Severodvinsk was 
delivered to the Russian Navy on June 17, 2014 and 
underwent operational evaluation until the spring of 2016. 
The other submarines are being built under the improved 
Yasen-M project 
 

Russian Government Says it Will Move Ahead with 
Planned Defence Industrial Spending Surge 

Jane's, 01 February 2017 
The Russian government has confirmed via the state-
controlled press that it will continue with its high level of 
defence spending despite the significant economic 
challenges currently facing the country.  Sources suggest 
that Russian defence spending increased from USD $7.4 
billion in 2012 to USD $16.7 billion by 2015 in spite of a 
growing set of economic challenges caused by 
plummeting energy prices and international sanctions 
imposed on the country following its occupation of Crimea 
in 2014.  A slight decrease in spending in 2016 was 
blamed on the international sanctions, which hampered 
Russia's ability to obtain foreign equipment and 
components, as well as Russia's ability to sell defence 
products abroad, but spending has once again increased. 
The news of continued high spending contradicts 
Russian government forecasts last October that 
suggested that the overall government budget would 
have to be cut to control a growing deficit.  Those reports 
indicated a possible 27% cut in defence spending, along 
with significant cuts to health and education spending, but 
these have not materialised.  It is not known if these areas 
of social spending will also be saved from cuts. 

Iran Developing Sub Launched Missiles 
USNI News, 02 March 2017 

The US Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) has released a 
report on the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRIN) and Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy (IRGCN) , in which ONI 
details the navies' histories, organisational structures, 
strategy and doctrine, and capabilities. Highlights of the 
ONI report include several equipment-related forecasts 
for the next five years, which includes completion of the 
1,300-ton Besat-class diesel-electric submarine, which is 
predicted to have an anti-ship cruise missile capability, 
the acquisition of the domestically-produced Hoot 
supercavitating torpedo, and the Russian-made SS-N-26 
Yakhont coastal defence missiles.  The ONI 
acknowledges that the Besat prediction may be optimistic 
as the IRIN has been conducting sea trials of the 
domestically-developed Fateh boat, which is half the size 
of the Besat, for almost three years and has already failed 
one operational readiness deadline.  Meanwhile, the 
IRGCN is continuing its acquisition of small and fast boats 
in line with its swarming doctrine.  ONI also notes that the 
IRIN and IRGCN may greatly expand their capabilities 
after 2020, when UN Security Council Resolution 2231, 
which prohibits Iran from purchasing foreign advanced 
offensive weaponry, is due to expire. 

 

Vietnam Commissions 2 New Attack Submarines 
Franz Gady The Diplomat 1 March 2017 

The Vietnam People’s Navy (VPN) held a flag raising 
ceremony for two new Russian-made Project 636M 
(improved Kilo-class) diesel electric attack submarines at 
Cam Ranh naval base in Vietnam’s south central coastal 
Khanh Hoa province on 28 Feb, Vietnam’s Ministry of 
Defence reported the two submarines, Da Nang and Ba 
Ria-Vung Tau, will join four other Project 636M boats 
already in service with the VPN’s Submarine Brigade 189 
and are the last two subs commissioned as part of a $ 2.6 
billion contract (some sources indicate $2.1 billion) with 
Russia’s Admiralty Shipyards for six diesel-electric attack 
submarines in 2009.  The flag raising ceremony was 
attended by Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phu and other dignitaries. The prime minister 
emphasized the importance of the VPN in raising 
awareness over the South China Sea territorial disputes 
and praised the navy’s willingness to defend every inch 
of Vietnam including its territorial waters. 
 

Weapon with A Deadly Sting - Torpedo 
Daily Mail 25 Feb, 2017 

A question of Where and how did the underwater missile 
become named a torpedo, was responded to by a reader 
from Truro, Cornwall?  The word torpedo can be traced 
back to the Latin verb torpere, meaning stiff, motionless 
or numb, the source of our words topor and torpid.  
Torpedo entered English in the 1520’s as a name for the 
fish, the electric ray.  The term’s use for a device to blow 
up enemy ships is first recorded in 1776.  It was coined 
by American inventor Robert Fulton, who designed and 
explosive charge for warships, named after the electric 
ray’s ability to incapacitate prey.  Fulton’s weapon was 
not a modern self-propelled torpedo, but a sort of floating 
mine to be dragged into contact with an enemy vessel by 
a submarine.  The first self-propelled torpedo was 
perfected in 1866 by Englishman Robert Whitehead.  It 
was a cigar shaped device, driven by a compressed air 
engine.  Many navies procured the Whitehead torpedo in 
the 1870’s.  it proved itself in the Russo-Turkish War 
when on 26 Jan 1878, Russian torpedo boats used 
Whiteheads to sink the Turkish ship Intibah. 
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Can You Name These Boats?  The Cairns Historical 
Society posted this 
photo and said ‘The two 
submarines are flying 
the British Union Jack 
and not the Royal Navy 
White Ensign.  One has 
the number 524 or S24.  
SAA Honorary Historian 
and all round good chap 
Peter Smith solved the problem.  ‘The outboard boat is 
HMS Thorough you can see what is left of the gun 
mounting forward of the conning tower.  Her number by 
the way is 324, three is a very hard number to verify when 
the photo is taken at a bad angle.  The inboard boat is a 
modified T class with no number sighted, so I can only 
assume it is either HMS/M Tabard, Taciturn or 
Telemachus.  There were no Oberon’s in Australia until 
HMAS Oxley arrived in 1967.  I note that both boats are 
flying the White Ensign, Through’s is partly hidden behind 
the other boat’s Union Jack, and the inboard boat’s is 
hidden by the gangway.  I will do some more work on the 
in board boat and try and find which one she is.’  Any 
Poms out there that can expand?  Email me Please? 
 
The Chair of a RNA Branch was advised that the RNA 
at their HQ in Semaphore Tower has obtained a large 
libor grant to buy IPads for lonely ex matelots who will be 
given a free ipad so they can do facebook and social 
media with ex Oppo's.  It must have been a shed full of 
money and they have about 500 of the ipads to give 
away.  HOWEVER, Said Chairman phoned up the 
Kremlin of the RNA for further information to be advised 
the criteria was quite strict. 
1.  The person must have served in the RN or RM and be 
over 65 years of age 
2.  Not have any present access to the web via computer, 
laptop or any electronic device including smart phone. 
3.  Must not be computer literate so could be taught from 
scratch etc, etc.  Then the crackerjack answer in 
response to the request for an application form!!  The 
beneficiary MUST apply on line using the form on the 
RNA Web Page!! 
 

Weekend Jolly to Pompey 1 by Terry Hall 
Dual purpose run ashore for me to dispose of our DS 
Library with the bulk of seven boxes going to the Friends 
of the S/M Museum to raise funds, a small quantity of 
books for the Royal Maritime Club Library and our DS 
collection of plaques were also donated to the Maritime 
Club.  One picture was donated to Jevs at the Sir Loin of 
Beef out at Eastney and that was a very old aerial shot of 
Blockhouse with not a yacht or other vessel or pontoon in 
sight on the opposite bank.  We have received a nice 
acknowledgment from the Friends of Submariners 
Museum.  Many thanks to the Derbyshire Submariners 
for the book donation which will be used to raise funds for 
the Friends / Sub Museum.  Will keep you informed as 
things develop.  David Ottley FoSM Museum.  As an 
addendum to this article we have now cleared all of our 
artefacts from TS Kenya as requested to facilitate their 
major refit.  However, the unique Model of Holland I used 
as the template for the originals will remain on display at 
TS Kenya and we have been given special permission to 
have our four drawer security cabinet which contains all 
our historic archives since 1980 when SOCA was formed 
is to remain on site to which we are most grateful to the 
management committee and the CO for this facility. 

Weekend Jolly to Pompey2  by Terry Hall 
Arriving in Pompey on the Thursday about 11am enabled 
me to bus out to Eastney and visit the RM Museum which 
despite being told it was due to close later this year to 
move into the Dockyard where Action Stations is I instead 
found it was closing that weekend, so a fortunate visit.  I 
visited the Sir Loin of Beef as I get about two miles to the 
pint and set off to walk down the seafront via the Henry 
VIII forts, Southsea and Old Portsmouth looking over at a 
sad looking Dolphin/Fort Blockhouse.  Using the footpath 
around the old fishing harbour and Spice Island, I 
completed approx. 4 mile walk around to Gunwharf Keys 
(ex HMS Vernon) and past the Portsmouth Harbour 
Railway and bus stations back to the Maritime Club.  
Friday was an early morning call at five am when the 
sound of Fog Horns not only announced that it was foggy 
but the harbour was busy!  The Spinnaker tower could not 
be seen at 7am, and nor could the opposite side of the 
harbour.  I enjoyed my first excellent breakfast at the 
Maritime Club, dressed up warmly and waterproofed and 
went walkies.  Due to the weather, I visited the Mary Rose 
which with the holographs and a clear view on deck 3 of 
the boat itself was more interesting than my last visit.  A 
quick walk around Victory and the Jutland Museum sorted 
out most of the morning but no ferry boats or tours as the 
harbour was shut to none essential traffic, which 
appeared to be the dredgers working on the harbour 
entrance to prepare for the two new targets when they 
eventually get manned up.  Thus, it was a Gosport Ferry 
job to get over to the submarine museum for a visit and a 
tour of the Alliance and great to meet up with some old 
chums doing duty guide.  A mandatory call at the 
Wetherspoon’s before departing Gosport, and the 
Invincible on The Hard before evening meal at the club 
which was excellent. 
 

Saturday was a short day with The Annual Sprint Ton 
Class Association meeting, thus I had an early breakfast 
to the bleating of the fog horns and most of the high-rise 
building opposite the Club was lost in the fog when I 
sauntered across the road to pick up my paper.  Arriving 
at the Dockyard ready for opening time, the queue at 
09:45hrs was half way down the Hard.  Thus, I went 
walkies returning an hour later and it was still half way 
down the Hard!  Thinking the fog was lifting a bit I thought 
I would try for the 11am boat trip but it was cancelled but 
the only one of the day allowed to run by the Queens 
Harbour Master was at Noon.  The fog had affected the 
shipping and never seen the commercial port completely 
empty with even the two Fyffe’s banana boats absent, 
apparently, all delayed by the fog.  A couple of broken 
down Daring Class and some poorly looking skimmers 
and that was the lot and of course no view with the fog.  
Given the time I disembarked at Gunwharf and made my 
way back to the Club for our afternoon Ton meeting which 
went well especially as everyone wanted to watch the 
England v. Scotland Rugby match at 4pm which we 
managed.  What a cracking exciting match and a shame 
the England side could not do the same against Ireland, 
but thus is sport.  The ‘Tonners’ all dined as a group for 
the evening meal which was excellent company and a 
grand evening.  Sunday the fog had lifted but very wet 
and miserable and I attended the Morning Worship at St 
Ann’s Church in the Dockyard.  The PM saw me off out to 
the Sir Loin of Beef at Eastney for a lunch time social and 
a quiet evening meal with the remaining Tonners.  
Monday was a steady run up the old A3, M25 and M1 
north as opposed to the route down via Newbury/Oxford. 

http://www.upperiscope.net.au/uploads/1/9/6/6/19663981/cairns-60s_orig.jpg
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SA NEWS & OTHER SUBMARINER BITS & BOBS 
 

Anybody fancy a cheap CITYBREAK to the Glorious 
Emerald Isle in June?  Cheap flights into Belfast if booked 
well in advance.  Excellent hotel rates for two night for 
Belfast City Centre.  Northern Ireland SA Branch Dinner 
Dance on the Friday Night.  It doesn't get much better 
than this.  To be held in The Wellington Park Hotel, 21 
Malone Road, Belfast BT9 6RU, Reservations 02890 
381111, Quoting ‘Submariners’ Dinner’  Arrive for 18.30 
– Meet and greet reception on the first floor from 18.30 to 
19.15.  Dancing to Perfect Strangers.  Everyone attending 
is asked to book their room requirements and dinner 
directly with the Hotel, informing Davy George for the 
seating plan.  Two nights B&B and Friday Dinner, £105 
pp sharing. (16-17 June).  2 nights B&B and Friday Dinner 
Single Occupancy, £155.  Please remember to quote 
‘Submariners’ Dinner’ when booking, to avail the special 
rate for the weekend.  Please let Davy George know the 
names of all your guests attending and their preferred 
meal choice, so he can make out appropriate place cards 
for your table. 
 

Places of Interest you may wish to take in over the 
weekend; a short sample. 
1.  Titanic Centre and Nomadic Tender, A must see, 
‘voted No.1 in the World’.  Special Rate £14.50pp for a 
group pf 15+ so you need to book with Davy George].  
2.  HMS Caroline, Negotiated entry fee £5.60.  If you wish 
to visit this WW1 Battle of Jutland Survivor [again you will 
need to book with Davy George for the Saturday visit]. 
3.  Selection of Bus Tours from the City Centre, very 
interesting, Giants Causeway, Bushmills Distillery, Game 
of Thrones filming locations, etc 
4.  Crumlin Road Jail – very highly acclaimed. 
5.  Belfast City Hall – Recently renovated. 
Full details from Davy George  02891 862111 email:  
yvonnegeorge2002@yahoo.co.uk or Phil Huggett  
02890 651967. 
 
TV Channel 5, are making an exciting two part 
documentary about Britain’s most famous ships.  The 
Queen Mary will be the focus of one of our episodes.  
They are looking for individuals who can share their 
memories and experiences of the Queen Mary.  A key 
chapter of the Queen Mary’s history is its role during the 
WWII as a troop transporter.  They are looking to talk to 
anyone that has memories of their journeys aboard the 
Queen Mary.  In particular, they want to talk to individuals 
who can recall the tragic sinking of the HMS Curacoa on 
the 2 Oct 1942, Churchill’s transatlantic journeys, or the 
presence of German Prisoners of War on board.  For 
more information please contact Josh Sykes on 07882 
436225 or e-mail Josh.Sykes@channel5.com or by post 
to Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd, 17-19 Hawley Crescent, 
Camden Town London NW1 8TT 
 
New SA Webmaster  I am pleased to say that Dave 
Woolterton has agreed to become our new webmaster, 
moving forward, could I now ask if any branch wishes to 
place any news on the website it should be sent to 
info@submarinersassociation.co.uk and copied to me, 
we will ensure it is placed in the most suitable location on 
the site, we will be updating the site making easier access 
to documents and pages, if you have any suggestions 
please do not hesitate to contact myself in the first 
instance   Regards  Nigel Mellor  
Secretary Submariners Association 
nigelmellor@sky.com  

35th Anniversary of the Falklands 
Ross on Wye RBL  4th June 2017 

The idea started on Remembrance Sunday when a local 
family always lay a wreath for the Falklands.  I 
approached them and asked if they would like us to do 
something this year to Commemorate Tim’s death, they 
were quite overwhelmed and said they would be very 
proud. Priv Timothy Jenkins aged 19 years was in 3 Para. 
Another family who moved to the area lost their father on 
the Sir Galahad he was in the Welsh Guards. 3 Para & 2 
Para. Associations have been very supportive, I have 
also contacted SAMA82: again they think this is a great 
idea.  We would like your association to be involved as 
well, we understand that the all Services including the 
Merchant Navy was very involved in this conflict and feel 
there must be veterans living interested.  We are 
organising a Service of Remembrance at Tudorville 
Cemetery where Tim is buried, his body was repatriated 
so this is the focus of the Commemorations in the 
morning.  In the afternoon, there will be Parade in the 
town.  Timings to be confirmed but we are looking at 
1030hrs for 1100hrs for the Remembrance Service at 
Tudorville. The Parade will start at 1430hrs.   
Margaret Jones, Sec Ross-On-Wye RBL,  01989 566301 
 

Embankment Parade this year will take place on Sun 5 
November in Middle Temple Gardens.  You may wish to 
know that the National Submarine War Memorial on 
Victoria Embankment has been upgraded to Grade II* 
and listed as a Memorial of Historical Interest.  
 

The Dunoon Memorial Weekend will take place on the 
weekend beginning Frid 5 May 2017.  As always a good 
turnout is requested for this important Memorial weekend. 
 

Victoria Cross Blue Plaque Initiative;  The next Blue 
Plaque which is dedicated to LtCdr. M D Wanklyn VC, 
DSO** RN will be mounted at Knockinaam Lodge, 
Portpatrick, Stranraer, DG9 9AD on the Sat 3rd June 
2017 at 1400.  Anyone wishing to come along to this must 
inform the SA National Secretary as soon as possible so 
that the numbers attending is known to the organisers. 
 

20/20 Charity Cricket Match for the ‘Cold War 
Warriors’ Trophy  23rd June 2017 In aid of the RBL 
Poppy Appeal. 
From: russ.timpson@horizonscanbcp.com 
Who: Navy (mostly Submariners and some Skimmers) v 
Army (mostly brown jobs with a few weekend warriors)  
AKA: Commander Gruntfuttocks Irregulars v Brigadier 
Bullshots First Afoot.  Where: Ash recreation ground, 
Queens Road, Ash (nr Sandwich), Kent. CT3 2BG.  Starts 
at 17:30 on Friday 23r June.  Includes: Bar, BBQ, Steel 
Band, other Entertainment.  What if?:  if weather is very 
bad, it will be scrubbed.  RSVP (for catering) – Please 
forward to anyone who may be interested in coming 
along.  Russ Timpson 
Submariner wins: 2014, 15, 16, Yep, all of them so far! 
 
New SA Web Address.  Following the appointment of a 
new webmaster and some updating taking place some of 
you may have found an error when trying to find the site 
the updated site can be found at 
https://www.submarinersassociation.co.uk please visit 
the new site, any comments or suggestions please let me 
know, also we now have a page for events, please drop 
me a message if you wish your event to be advertised on 
the site.  Regards  Nigel Mellor Sec SA 
nigelmellor@sky.com  
 

mailto:Josh.Sykes@channel5.com
mailto:info@submarinersassociation.co.uk
mailto:nigelmellor@sky.com
mailto:russ.timpson@horizonscanbcp.com
https://www.submarinersassociation.co.uk/
mailto:nigelmellor@sky.com
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FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF DERBY TO HM SUBMARINERS SERVICE EVENING CELEBRATION 
 

FoC EVENING MEAL APPLICATION FORM  LAST CHANCE TO BOOK 
 

THE PARK, TOBY CARVERY 
Toby Carvery, Nottingham Road, Derby, DE21 6LZ     01332 662504 

 

Friday 28 April 2016 
18:30 for 19:00hrs 

 

Please mark your TWO COURSE choices Clearly with a choice from the box below e.g. M1, P2,  A blank box will be taken that 
you have declined that course.  I need your individual Food Orders In with Full Payments By *** please.   
 

All Cheques are to be made out to DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS, and I am happy to receive an emailed order form with payment 
made electronically into our DS Account.  If you do not already hold these details, then please contact me to be advised. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Our Members WWII will be called to dine first, thence by table so despite being a carvery at least people will be 
dining by table and this also cuts down queuing time.  This hopefully addresses the complaints received at Christmas due to a larger 
group than we normally have at a lunch club.  Veggie choices will be advised when known so enquire to Terry direct please? 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SO I CAN READ YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
(and please do not forget to PRINT your names in un-joined up writing!) 

 

MEMBERS NAME  _________________________________ 
 

Please book me the 
following 

Name 

(Block Capital Please) 

Main 

Choice M1-M5 

Sweet 

Choice P1-P2 
COST PER PERSON 

1 DS Member    £11.00 

2 DS Guest    £11.00 

3 DS Guest    £11.00 

4 DS Guest    £11.00 

 Total Number     
 

THE CHOICES 

MAIN PUDDING 
M1  Traditional 3 Roast Carvery with Vegetables P1  Bramley Apple Crumble bottomless Custard 

M2  Traditional 3 Roast Carvery with Salad P2  Profiteroles with Belgian Chocolate Sauce & whipped cream 

M3  Veg Option: Spice Carrot & chickpea Wellington P3  Honeycomb Dream Sundae with flake 

M4  Veg Option Pepper & Pomegranate Tart, couscous P4  Dairy Ice Cream & Flake (State Sauce Flavour) 

 Sauce Flavs:  Strawberry, Belgian Choc, Devon Cream Toffee, Lemon 
 

* Please ensure to advise any choices such as Sauce or Custard indicated 
Terry Hall, Derbyshire Submariners, 69 Station Road, STANLEY VILLAGE, Derbyshire, DE7 6FB 

 

FEDERATION OF NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS (FNA) 

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK 

AGM/REUNION/SOCIAL WEEKEND 
To be held at the Prince of Wales Hotel, Southport, PR8 1JS 

Friday 19-22 May 2017 
£126 PER PERSON Bed Breakfast & Evening Meal 

 

3 Nights Half Board, All Accommodation en suite, Entertainment Fri/Sat 
£2 car park charge per night per car on site, and a Weatherspoon’s opposite the Hotel! 

 

Derbyshire Submariner Bookings have been made for 2017 but there is still the opportunity subject to availability to book direct 
with the hotel.  For those unaware what the FNA is about?  It is a group formed several years ago to help small ailing 
Associations, and groups of matelot’s or even individuals who like a Reunion without the big mess dinners, and expensive 
guests which obviously impacts on the price of the weekend.  So basically, the FNA negotiates a deal such as this and a 
group or individual just turn up to do their own thing or enjoy a weekend.  DS joined a couple of years ago and we have 
enjoyed weekends in Mill Rythe, Folkestone and Southport at a very reasonable rate.  Last year our group of 10 enjoyed 
doing their own thing during the day and meeting up to sit as a group for meals and for the evening entertainment.  Three 
of us attended the AGM on the Saturday morning whilst the ladies went out and enjoyed the shops across the Road on 
Lord Street and beyond.   
 

A £20 deposit, at time of booking, should be made via cheque, cash or card.  Full payment will be required on check-in. 
There is no surcharge for credit card payments.  Bookings may be made by post or telephone.  Check-in from 3pm; check-
out by 10am.  Please complete this form and send, or phone, to the address/number below, no later than 31st March 
2017.  There is a free cancelation policy up until 2pm on the day of arrival.  If the room is not cancelled it will be classed as 
a no-show, and the guest may be charged for the first night’s stay.  Deposits are non-refundable.  
 

Any other enquiries please contact the Sales Team at the Prince of Wales. 
Prince of Wales Hotel, Lord Street, Southport, PR8 1JS 

Tel: 01704 536688 Fax: 01704 5436932   Email: Conf719@britanniahotels.com 
  

mailto:Conf719@britanniahotels.com
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DERBYSHIRE 
SUBMARINERS 

LONGCAST 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Pounds’s Srapyard Beside the M275, Portsmouth 
 

After a complaint that Otus, and Onslaught were an 
eyesore at Pounds blighting the gateway into the City of 
Portsmouth by a couple of Wrecks at Pounds, a 
submariner responded; ‘They may be wrecks to you 
mate, but they were OUR Homes’.  Well Said Sir! 

 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & 1 year Back Issues on Derbyshire Submariners Web Page 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
 

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always 
reflect the official policy, or the decisions of the 

Derbyshire Submariners 

  
  

   29 Mar Lunch Club  The New Inn, Little Eaton 

 

  

   06 Apr DS AGM  TS Kenya Thurs 7pm  TBC 
  

   10 Apr D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   28 Apr Lunch Club  The Park 7pm Freedom of City Do 

 
 

  

   05 May DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

19-22 May FNA AGM/Reunion Southport  Prince of Wales 
  

  31 May Lunch Club  The May Sum, Derby 12:15pm 

 

  

   02 Jun DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

09 June to 
23 July 

Poppy Wave,  Silkmill, Derby 

See Article Page 5 Derbyshire Deeps Dec 2016 
  

    19 June AF Week  Flag Raising Time TBA 
  

   24 June AFD Liverpool  Main Event local events TBA 
  

  28 June Lunch Club  The Newdigate, West Hallam AFD 

 

  

   01 July W5795 75th Anniversary  Stanley Village 11:30 

Substantial Flypast applied for and Village Fete 
  

   07 July DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

15 July to 
19 Nov 

Poppies: Wave   CWGC Plymouth Naval  

Memorial, The Hoe  (DBR 5 August 2017) 
  

  26 July Lunch Club  The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop 

 

  

   04 Aug DS Meeting.  No Meeting held in August 
  

   04 Aug Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, TS Kenya 
  

04-07 Aug Dieso Boats Reunion.  Plymouth (See 15 July) 

Added attraction of Poppy Waterfall on the Hoe 
  

   30 Aug Lunch Club  The Blue Jay, Raynesway, Derby 

(Shared event Ton Class Assn 30th Anniversary) 

 

  

   01 Sept DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   03 Sept Merchant Navy Day  Details to be advised 
  

11 Sept D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   27 Sept Lunch Club  Oak & Acorn, Oakwood, Derby 
  

   29 Sept TS Kenya Presentation Evening 18:45 

 

  

   06 Oct DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

13-16 Oct Ton Class AGM/Reunion Hallmark Hotel, Derby 
  

20 Oct Trafalgar Dinner  Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel 

 

  

   03 Nov DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   05 Nov Submariners Embankment Parade, London 
  

   08 Nov Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 10am 
  

   11 Nov DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services 
10am  Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave 

ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25 
  

   11 Nov Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner 

11 am Derby & District Service 
  

    11 Nov DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning  Jubilee Club 
 

O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs 
    12 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   29 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

   01 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

  13 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBA 

 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

