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DS BIRTHDAYS 2016 
27 Mar 

 Jack Winstanley 

30 Mar  Peter Johnson 
   

01 Apr  Jim Hunt 
16 Apr  Julian Redfern 

   

A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

Nobody Will Ever Win 
The Battle of the Sexes. 

There's too much Fraternising 
With the Enemy 

EDITORIAL 
 

I know February is meant to be a quiet month but it has 
been pretty hectic for me with Lunch Clubs, changing 
menus at venues and a problem with the forthcoming 
Freedom of the City of Derby to HM Submarine 
Service 15th Anniversary in April.  Unfortunately, the 
bad news is we have had to change the date from Weds 
26 to Friday 28 at 7pm, the Good News being this is the 
actual Anniversary Day, and hopefully with it being a 
Friday evening will enable some to attend that could not 
previously?  The booking form is enclosed at cost, and 
please either post/email your choices and if the latter 
electronic transfers to our DS Bank Account is 
acceptable.  Please support this event if you can post me 
your booking and payment so I can get the payment in. 
 

The DS AGM falls on Thurs 6 April in the Wardroom of 
TS Kenya.  This is your opportunity to have a say in how 
DS is run.  Unfortunately, no volunteers or nominations 
for posts, and ALL are still open if you want to relieve 
anyone from their post, and I know you will be given a 
good hand over!  Please attend if you can, the meeting is 
anticipated to only be an hour of your time thereabouts, 
and to make it as painless as possible we traditionally 
give a free can of beer or cider, and your committee has 
compiled a 12 page AGM Pack so all reports can be read 
before the meeting, and questions asked then or via email 
to be discussed so please take the time to read it and you 
can vote by proxy.   
 

DS Diary on the back page has been fully updated now 
the latest D&D report has been received, and I have 
struggled to get everything in!  However, if you know of 
some dates I obviously do not that will be of interest of 
people please let me know.  I have included the order 
form for the Freedom of the City Dinner and the final 
printing of the FNA Reunion Form in Southport in May.  
Likewise your choices for the New Inn this month (March) 
and I honestly do not mind you giving me your choices 
before I have to ring you up to ask!  The programme is 
also attached for the rest of the year.  I have put a 
suggestion that the August Lunch Club in our 35th Year 
as a Submariners Group (Formed Aug 1980) be held at 
the Blue Jay Raynesway which is a popular venue.  We 
will discuss this at our March meeting. 
 

Terry Hall 
Derbyshire Deeps Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer ‘ 
Derbyshire Submariners’ 

Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 

Freedom of the City of Derby to RN Submarine Service Granted 28 April 2002 

Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter Issue Number 209  March 2017 

DS 

209

3 

D E R B Y S H I R E  

S u b m a r i n e r s  

mailto:Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk


 2 

NHW SECURITY ADVICE 
Think about additional security measures, like a door chain 
or a door Intercom will give peace of mind knowing you can 
check who’s at the door before opening it.  Copy-cat Keys! 

A survey revealed that we all have multiple keys, many of us 
don’t even know how many of our house keys are in 
circulation.  If you’ve moved into your property in the last few 
months, change your locks.  Past cleaners, gardeners, next 
door neighbours might all have access to your house without 
you even realising.  Depending on your house lock and type 
of door consider securing from indoors with bolts.  Cylinder 
locks are fairly easy to replace but it is false economy to buy 
cheap locks as that is all that protects you from the burglar. 
Cylinder Caution – the British Standard that applies to the 

cylinder on your front door has changed a lot in recent years.  
The best security for your front door to guard against cylinder 
bumping, snapping, drilling and picking is certified to British 
Standards and will have 3 stars on it.  It takes a few seconds 
to look at your cylinder on your front door, if you don’t have 
three stars, make it a priority job to change your cylinder.  If 
you’re not sure contact your local Approved Locksmith and 
preferably one on the Derbyshire County Council Approved 
Trader list.  In a short amount of time you can protect your 
property from a common break in.  If you are a member of a 
local Neighbourhood Watch Group contact the organiser for 
advice.  However, the best locks in the world are not a lot of 
good if you go out (even to the shop) or leave the keys in the 
door.   
 

Burglary is unfortunately a fact of life and many thefts are 
opportunist.  Seriously, consider having a burglar alarm fitted 
and USE IT.  Normally you will be advised to have just a 
couple of PIR Sensors fitted but consider paying extra for 
door sensors too.  I have these fitted though confess when 
they were first fitted on my first property way back in 1990 
the purpose was mainly so the door gave a loud Beep Beep 
like the old-fashioned shop so we would be aware if our 
young daughter exited one of the doors.  I stipulated it on my 
present house as many burglaries are where the door opens 
and the thief picks up a wallet or keys and is gone.  The Beep 
warns you a door has been open and I always advocate both 
front and back door as well as any conservatory entrance 
too.  Yes, it costs a bit of cash and yes you do have to have 
the burglar alarm serviced once a year to ensure that it will 
qualify you for any discount on your household insurance.  I 
had to replace the very cheap system on my present 
property which did not even have a working Part Set.  This 
is where part of your property is set on but you can exclude 
for example your upstairs landing.  Thus, the system can be 
set when you go to bed protecting your doors and ground 
floor, entrance hall etc. with PIR’s in case anyone breaks in 
downstairs whilst you are asleep giving you warning of an 
intruder.  If you live alone or shift work (leaving a wife or 
husband on their own) consider a ‘Panic Alarm’ fitted 
upstairs.  Never used mine but still test it at least annually in 
case you see a burglar outside the property and you want 
them to hopefully ‘leg-it’.  You can set off an instant alarm on 
the control panel, but this is normal downstairs so it can be 
reset on entry, and exit to your property. 
 

Conclusions, what price peace of mind and security.  The 

silliest answer I have ever had is I’m insured.  I have always 
considered the Burglar Alarm like the country’s Nuclear 
Deterrent; If it goes off in anger it has not done what I want it 
to do and deter the prospective burglar.  Given the present 
news on the Trident Test I still think that.  If your system is 
maintained and regularly tested it will protect you likewise 
the Trident if it had been fired for real with a nuclear payload 
the one dud missile, it would still have got the job done by 
the back-up systems and been irrelevant to the failure.  Moral 
of story, testing imperative, and always ensure your Battery 
Back up to your burglar alarm is tested annually and 
replaced as necessary with is very infrequent. 

ARE YOU LUCKY ENOUGH TO ENJOY LOTS OF 
HOLIDAY OR EVEN A HOLIDAY OVER A WEEKEND 
If So you Should Always Keep a Coin in the Freezer 

Have you ever come home from a holiday, business trip 
or maybe a long weekend away with the family, and 
noticed your digital clocks flashing the wrong time?  You 
quickly realise that you had a power outage while you 
were away, but it's basically impossible to tell when it 
occurred or how long it lasted.  It's therefore also 
impossible to tell just how long the food in your freezer 
may have thawed, been destroyed, and then frozen 
again.  Or is it?  But this trick is certainly good to know 
in case of any prolonged departure from your home, and 
will ease your mind about whether or not the food in your 
freezer is good to eat, or best be thrown out right away. 
All you need is a mug, a coin and some tap water. 
 

You put a cup of water in your freezer.  Freeze it solid, 
then put a coin on top of it and leave it in your freezer. 
That way, when you come back after you've been away, 

you can tell if your food went completely 
bad and just refroze, or if it stayed frozen 
while you were gone.  If the coin has 
fallen to the bottom of the cup, that 
means all the food defrosted and you 
should throw it out.  But if the coin is 

either on the top or in the middle of the cup, your food 
may still be ok.  It would be a great idea to leave this in 
your freezer all the time.  Then, if you lose power for any 
reason, you will have this tip to fall back on.  If you don't 
feel good about your food, just throw it out.  The main 
thing is for all to be safe.  A simple and definite money 
(and health) saver, because you do not have to dump 
loads of food unnecessarily. 
 

POLICE OFFICERS 

How do you tell the difference between an Australian, British, 
American, and a Scottish police officer?  You ask the 
question?  You are a policeman, on duty by yourself.  You 
are walking on a deserted street late at night.  Suddenly, an 
armed man with a huge knife comes around the corner, locks 
eyes with you and, screaming something that sounds like 
obscenities, raises the knife and lunges at you.  You are 
carrying your truncheon and are an expert at using it. 
However, you have only a split second to react before he 
reaches you.  What do you do?  The answers will be; 
British Police Officer:  Firstly, the Officer must consider the 

man's human rights and does the man look poor and/or 
oppressed?  Is he newly arrived in this country and does not 
yet understand the law?  Is this really a knife or a ceremonial 
dagger?  Have I ever done anything to him that would inspire 
him to attack?  Am I dressed provocatively being in uniform?  
Could I run away?  Could I possibly swing my truncheon and 
knock the knife out of his hand?  Should I try and negotiate 
with him to discuss his wrong-doings?  Why am I carrying a 
truncheon anyway and what kind of message does this send 
to society?  Does he definitely want to kill me or would he be 
content just to wound me?  If I were to grab his knees and 
hold on, would he still want to stab and kill me?  If I raise my 
truncheon and he turns and runs away, do I get blamed if he 
falls over, knocks his head and kills himself?  If I hurt him and 
lose the subsequent court case, does he have the 
opportunity to sue me, cost me my job, my credibility and the 
loss of my family home and security?   
Australian Police Officer:   Draws his weapon, Bang. 
American Police Officer:  Draws his weapon, Bang, Bang, 
Bang, Bang, Bang, Bang, CLICK.  Reloads, Bang, Bang, 
Bang, Bang, Bang, Bang. 
Glasgow Police Officer:  ‘Haw, Jimmie.  Drop the wee knifie 

reet this minute noo, unless ye want it stuck up yer arse!’ 
 

Enjoy Llife – it has an expiration date  
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

A Turkey was chatting with a bull.  'I would love to be able 
to get to the top of that tree' sighed the turkey, 'but I 
haven't got the energy.'   'Well, why don't you nibble on 
some of my droppings?' replied the bull.  They're packed 
with nutrients.'  The turkey pecked at a lump of dung, and 
found it actually gave him enough strength to reach the 
lowest branch of the tree.  The next day, after eating 
some more dung, he reached the second branch.  Finally 
after a fourth night, the turkey was proudly perched at the 
top of the tree.  He was promptly spotted by a farmer, who 
shot him out of the tree.  Moral of the Story:  Bull shit 
might get you to the top, but it won't keep you there. 
 

Air Force One arrives at the Heathrow Airport, President 
Trump strides to a warm and dignified reception from the 
Queen, his first visit to a leader of a country since his 
inauguration.  They are driven in a 1934 Bentley to the 
edge of central London where they change to a 
magnificent 17th century carriage hitched to six white 
horses.  They continue on towards Buckingham Palace, 
waving to the thousands of cheering Britons; all is going 
well.  Suddenly, the right rear horse lets out the most 
horrendous earth shattering passing of wind ever heard 
in the British Empire.  The smell is so atrocious that both 
passengers in the carriage must use handkerchiefs over 
their noses.  The fart shakes the coach, but, the two 
dignitaries of State do their best to ignore the incident. 
The Queen politely turns to President Trump and says:  
‘Mr President, please accept my deepest regrets.  I am 
sure you understand there are some things that even a 
Queen cannot control.’  Trump, always trying to be 
‘Presidential,’ responded: ‘Your Majesty, do not give the 
matter another thought, until you mentioned it, I thought it 
was one of the horses.’ 
 

A Submariner walks into a bar with an octopus. He sits 
the octopus on a stool and announces that this is a very 
talented octopus, which can play any musical instrument 
in the world.  Everyone laughs at the man, calling him an 
idiot.  So he says that he'll wager £50 to anyone who has 
an instrument that the octopus can’t play.  A man walks 
up with a guitar and puts it beside the octopus. 
Immediately the octopus picks up the guitar and starts 
playing better than Eric Clapton. The guitar man pays up 
his £50.  Another guy comes up with a trumpet.  This time 
the octopus plays like Miles Davis.  This man pays his 
£50.  Then a Scotsman hands over a set of bagpipes.  
The octopus fumbles with it for a minute, and then sits 
down with a confused look.  ‘Ha,’ the Scot says. ‘Can ye 
no play it?’  The Octopus looks at him and says:  ‘Play it? 
I’m going to make love to it as soon as I figure out how to 
get these pyjamas off.’ 
 

Another Submariner is going on leave and gets on the 
train. Sitting on the seats next to him are a Nun, a Vicar 
and a little girl.  Half an hour into the journey the little girl 
starts crying. ‘Now, now’ says the Nun, ‘What's a lovely 
little girl like you crying for?’.  ‘Well’ says the little girl, ‘I 
just found out that I am a bastard’ and continues crying.  
The Nun thinks about it for a while and says ‘You know, I 
found out I am a bastard but look at me now, I am a Nun.  
So not to worry you will be fine’.  The girl thinks about this 
for a while and then starts crying again.  The vicar gets a 
bit pissed off and says ‘You know little girl I also found out 
I am a bastard but look now I am a vicar so all will be fine 
don't worry’.  The Submariner who is listening to this pulls 
out a blue liner cigarette and says, ‘Hey, any of you 
bastards got a light?’. 

A Wife was making a breakfast of fried eggs for her 
husband.  Suddenly, her husband burst into the kitchen. 
'Careful,' he said, 'Careful!  Put in some more butter!  Oh 
my gosh!  You're cooking too many at once.  Too Many! 
Turn them!  Turn Them Now!  We need more butter.  Oh 
my gosh!  Where are we going to get More Butter? 
They're going to Stick!  Careful.  CAREFUL!  I said be 
CAREFUL!  You never listen to me when you're cooking! 
Never!  Turn them!  Hurry up!  Are you Crazy?  Have you 
lost your mind?  Don't forget to salt them. You know you 
always forget to salt them.  Use the! salt.  Use THE SALT!  
THE SALT!'’  The wife stared at him. ‘What in the world is 
wrong with you?  You think I don't know how to fry a 
couple of eggs?'  The husband calmly replied, 'I just 
wanted to show you what it feels like when I'm driving.' 
 
Sex with Ghosts  A professor at Derby University was 
giving a lecture on Paranormal Studies, associated with 
the Ghost Walks Derby is famous for especially its 
underground court cells near the market place.  To get a 
feel for his audience, he asks, ‘How many people here 
believe in ghosts?’  About 90 students raise their hands.  
‘Well, that's a good start.  Out of those who believe in 
ghosts, do any of you think you have seen a ghost?’  
About 40 students raise their hands.  ‘That's really good. 
I'm really glad you take this seriously.  Has anyone here 
ever talked to a ghost?’  About 15 students raise their 
hand.  ‘Has anyone here ever touched a ghost?’  Three 
students raise their hands.  ‘That's fantastic.  Now let me 
ask you one question further?  Have any of you ever 
made love to a ghost?’  Way in the back in the auditorium, 
Abdul raises his hand.  The professor takes off his 
glasses and says, ‘Son, all the years I've been giving this 
lecture, no one has ever claimed to have made love to a 
ghost.  You've got to come up here and tell us about your 
experience.’  The Middle Eastern student replied with a 
nod and a grin, and began to make his way up to the 
podium.  When he reached the front of the room, the 
professor asks, ‘So, Hamad , tell us what it's like to have 
sex with a ghost?’  Hamad replied, ‘Oh dear Sir, from way 
back there I thought you said Goats.’ 
 

Some Nick-Names of Glasgow Characters 
 

Two Soups his real name is Campbell Baxter. 
The Colostomy - the girlfriend of a married man  
(The wee bag on the Side). 
The Boomerang Kid - whenever anyone at work asks a 
question, he always Replies: ' I'll get back to you on that. 
The Parachute - lets everyone down at the last minute. 
Vaseline - his real name is Willie Burns. 
Rembrandt - loves saying to colleagues:  Let me put you 
in the Picture...' 
Midnight – always saying ‘At the end of the day’ 
Bo Derek - a chap called Derek with terrible body odour. 
The Genie - magically appears whenever anyone opens 
a bottle or offers to buy a round. 
Dulux - his pals reckon he's only got one coat. 
Soapy - washes his hands of any problems that crop up. 
The Gas Man - he's serviced loads of old boilers. 
The Hostage - when anyone asks for help he always 
replies: 'Sorry, my hands are tied.' 
The Olympic Flame - he never goes out! 
 
An American Submarine is tied up next to an English 
submarine.  An American sailor on the casing yells over 
to a British sailor ‘How's the world's second largest 
Submarine Force doing?’  The Brit Submariner replies: 
‘Just fine, mate.  How's the world's second best doing?’  
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Frank, an Old Submariner, is 85 and lives in a Senior 
Citizens Home.  Every night after dinner he goes to a 
secluded garden behind the home to sit and ponder his 
accomplishments and long life.  One evening, Mildred, 
age 82, wanders into the garden.  They begin to chat and 
before they know it, several hours have passed.  After a 
short lull in their conversation, Frank turns to Mildred and 
asks, ‘Do you know what I miss most of all?  She asks, 
‘What?''  ‘Sex.’ he replies. Mildred exclaims, ‘Why you old 
submariner. You couldn't get it up if I held a gun to your 
head!’  ‘I know,’ Frank says, ‘but it would be nice if a 
woman could just hold it for a while.’  ‘Well, I can oblige,’ 
says Mildred, who unzips his trousers, removes his 
manhood and proceeds to hold it.  Afterward, they agree 
to meet secretly each night in the garden where they 
would sit and talk and Mildred would hold Frank's thingy.  
Then one night Frank didn't show up at their usual 
meeting place.  Alarmed, Mildred decided to find him and 
make sure he was O.K. and still alive.  She walked around 
the Senior Citizen Home where she found him sitting by 
the pool with Ethel, another female resident, who was 
holding Frank's little pal!  Furious, Mildred yelled, ‘You 
two-timing bastard!  What does Ethel have that I don't 
have?’  Old Frank smiled happily, thence replied, 
‘Parkinson's’ 
 

Long, Long Ago before submarines when sailing ships 
ruled the waves, a captain and his crew were in danger 
of being boarded by a pirate ship.  As the crew became 
frantic, the captain bellowed to his First Mate, ‘Bring me 
my red shirt!’.  The First Mate quickly retrieved the 
captain's red shirt, which the captain put on and lead the 
crew to battle the pirate boarding party.  Although some 
casualties occurred among the crew, the pirates were 
repelled.   Later that day, the lookout screamed that there 
were two pirate vessels sending boarding parties.  The 
crew cowered in fear, but the captain calm as ever 
bellowed, ‘Bring me my red shirt!’.  The battle was on, and 
once again the Captain and his crew repelled both 
boarding parties, although this time more casualties 
occurred.  Weary from the battles, the men sat around on 
deck that night recounting the day's occurrences when a 
Midshipman looked to the Captain and asked, ‘Sir, why 
did you call for your red shirt before the battle?’.  The 
Captain, giving the Midshipman a look that only a captain 
can give, exhorted, ‘If I am wounded in battle, the red shirt 
does not show the wound, and thus, you men will 
continue to fight unafraid’.  The men sat in silence 
marvelling at the courage of such a man.  As dawn came 
the next morning, the lookout screamed that there were 
pirate ships, 10 of them, all with boarding parties on their 
way.  The men became silent and looked to their Captain 
for his usual command.  The Captain, calm as ever, 
bellowed, ‘Bring me my Brown Trousers!!’  
 

A Group of middle aged people were receiving a talk on 
health living.  ‘The material we put into our stomachs is 
enough to have killed most of us sitting here, years ago.  
Red meat is awful.  Soft drinks corrode your stomach 
lining.  Chinese food is loaded with MSG.  High fat diets 
can be disastrous, and none of us realises the long-term 
harm caused by the germs in our drinking water.  Red 
Wine causes cancer and alcoholism.  However, there is 
one thing that’s the most dangerous of all, and we all have 
eaten, or will eat it.  Can anyone here tell me what food it 
is that causes the most grief and suffering for years after 
eating it?’  After several seconds of quiet, a 75-year-old 
ex submariner in the front row raised his hand, and softly 
said.  ‘Wedding Cake’. 

Senior Service.  An Army general, a Marine general and 
a Navy admiral are all sitting around discussing whose 
service is better and whose troops are the bravest.  The 
Army general (well into his second or cup of tea) 
announces to the group, ‘My soldiers are the best in the 
world and to prove it, I'll have one do the impossible!’  As 
he reaches for the phone. Well the other two 
commanders are in an uproar, and each one promptly 
calls for his best sailor, soldier or airman.   When all three 
representatives have arrived, the general states, ‘Since it 
was my idea, I'm first.’  Turning to the soldier, he says, 
‘Private, I want you to go down that cliff, swim across 
those 10 miles of shark-infested waters, climb up that 
sheer cliff and return with two bird eggs; unbroken of 
course.’  The Private took off running towards the cliff. 
After performing a triple-lindy into the water, the SAS man 
swam across the ten miles of ocean (all the while beating 
off sharks with his bare hands) and reaching the far cliff, 
he began climbing.  Near the top of the cliff, he grabs the 
two eggs and starts back down (all the time, fighting off 
mean birds).  Upon reaching the sea he swims back 
across (once again fighting off sharks) and climbs back 
up the first cliff.  He then runs over to the admiral and 
hands him the two unbroken eggs.  The Air Marshall says,  
‘That wasn't anything,’ and turning to his RAF Regt Cpl 
he says, ‘Corporal, I want you to go down that cliff, swim 
across those waters, climb that other cliff, then move 
across the four miles of unmapped jungle and bring me 
back two eggs from the mountain on the other side of the 
jungle.’  And with that the corporal moved out. Traveling 
down the cliff, swimming across the sea, climbing the far 
cliff, moving through the jungle and upon reaching the two 
eggs, he heads back (all the while fighting off lions, tigers, 
bears, sharks, and mean birds). Finally reaching the Air 
Marshall, the Marine hands him the eggs.   The Admiral 
smiles then says, ‘Very nice gentlemen,’ and turning 
towards his submariner he says, ‘Chief, I want you to go 
down that cliff, across that sea, up the far cliff, through the 
four miles of unmapped jungle, over the mountain and 
bring me back two eggs from the forest on the other side.’  
The submariner Chief looks at the Admiral, then the cliff, 
and again back to the Admiral, where he says ‘F that for 
a game of soldiers Sir, go get your own eggs!’  He comes 
smartly to attention, renders a proper hand salute, and 
walks away.   The Admiral turns towards the other two 
(both the General and Air Marshall with their jaws on the 
table) and says, ‘Now gentlemen, That's Bravery!.’ 
 
At Breakfast, the husband asked his wife, ‘What would 
you do if I won the lottery?’  She replied, ‘I'd take half and 
leave you.’   ‘Great,’ he said.  ‘I won £12 yesterday. Here's 
£6.  Don’t bother to stay in touch’. 
 
The Mother of a 17-year-old girl was concerned that her 
daughter was having sex.  Worried the girl might become 
pregnant and adversely impact the family’s status, she 
consulted the family doctor.  The doctor told her that 
teenagers today were very wilful, and any attempt to stop 
the girl would probably result in rebellion.  He then told 
her to arrange for her daughter to be put on birth control, 
and until then, talk to her and give her a box of condoms.  
Later that evening, as her daughter was preparing for a 
date, the mother told her about the situation and handed 
her a box of condoms.  The girl burst out laughing and 
reached over to hug her mother, saying, ‘Oh Mother!  You 
don't have to worry about that!  I'm dating Susan!’ 
 
Take My Advice - I'm not using it! 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

Being a clever 
clogs is never a 
way to proceed in 
the world whether 
Junior or Senior 
Rate though 
generally by the 
time someone 
made PO or CPO 
they could hold 
their own but still 
show the required 
amount of 
respect.  I also 
found it was the 
same for Civilian 
Life as well! 
 

DO YOU WANT SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
(Personalised items too many to mention including S/M) 

 
Customer Service Desk open from 10am-6pm Mon-Sat 

For orders or Enquiries  01207 283693 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
Two Tiffs were waiting at the bus stop on their way home 
when a truck went past loaded up with rolls of turf.  The 
first Tiff said, ‘I’m going to ring them when I get home’,  
The other Tiff looked quizzical and said ‘What’s that’.  The 
first Tiff says ‘I am going to send the lawn away to be 
mowed, and then I can just stay in my pit as normal. 
 

A Tiff, appeared on 'Who Wants to be a Millionaire' and 
towards the end of the program had already won 
£500,000.  ‘You've done very well so far,’ said Chris 
Tarrant, the show's presenter, ‘but for a million pounds 
you've only got one life-line left, ,phone a friend.  
Everything is riding on this question.  Will you go for it?’  
‘Sure,’ said the Tiff.  ‘I'll have a go!’  Chris Tarrant says 
Which of the following birds does not built its own nest? 
a) Sparrow   b) Thrush,   c) Magpie   d) Cuckoo?’ 

‘I haven't got a clue.’ said the 
Tiff, 'So I'll use last lifeline 
and phone my Tiff Oppo’.   
He called up his mate, and 
told him the circumstances 
and repeated the question to 
him.  ‘Bloody Hell, cried the 
Tiff, that’s simple, it's a 
cuckoo.’  ‘Are you sure Tiff 1 
said?’  ‘I'm sure.’  The Tiff 
hung up the phone and told 

Chris, ‘I'll go with cuckoo as my answer. ’ ‘Is that your final 
answer?’ asked Chris.?  It is?  There was a long, long 
pause and then the presenter screamed, ‘Cuckoo is the 
correct answer!  You've won £1 million.  The next night, 
the two long-time friends Tiffs went to the pub to celebrate 
together.  ‘Tell me Mate, how in Heaven's name did you 
know it was a Cuckoo that doesn't build its own nest?’  
The second Tiff looked at him and said ‘Because 
everyone knows they live in clocks!’ 

A FASLANE BOAT 
 

There was once a sub crewed by Scotsmen, 
The redoubtable men of the North. 

She patrolled the Atlantic's grey waters 
From her base in the Firth of the Forth 

 

Her Skipper, a dour Aberdonian, 
Was known for his tightness with loot, 
And much tighter yet with torpedoes, 

With a noted reluctance to shoot! 
 

One morning they sighted a tanker 
‘Let's sink it!’ the crew said with glee. 

'D'ye know ken the price o' torpedoes? 
Forget it, yon tanker's too wee!’. 

 

Now while they discussed the expenses, 
A destroyer appeared on the scene, 

A German, with five inch artillery, 
And she'd spotted the Jock submarine! 

 

They took the boat down in a hurry 
While the German came on at a pace. 
‘Our Skipper'll save us!’, the crew said 

But the Captain rernained stoney faced! 
 

They sat on the bottom for hours, 
Dead quiet, no man made a sound, 

While the German let loose her depth charges 
And continued to circle around! 

 

Then a voice echoed out in the silence, 
In anguish it cried simply this, 

‘Just fire a bloody torpedo! 
Ah'll foot the bill if ye miss!’ 

 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

In 1914 sailors on picket boats guarding Scapa Flow were 
ordered to swim out to enemy submarines, put a bag over 
the periscope, and smash the lens with a hammer. 
 

During the 1990’s the Russian navy developed concrete 
submarines capable of operating at much greater depths 
than conventional ones. They are undetectable by sonar 
because when they’re sitting on the seabed they’re 
indistinguishable from a lump of rock. 
 

In 1774 an English mechanic called John Day bet 
members of a Pall Mall coffee-house that he could 
submerge in his home-made submersible in Plymouth 
harbour and stay underwater for 12 hours. The submarine 
failed to reappear, so the gamblers placed a new bet on 
'the position Day's body will be found in when recovered'. 
Editor:  I was intrigued with this tit bit of info and it rang 
bells so I looked it up and details are on page 6 of this NL. 
 

The Iconic Pusser’s Painkiller® Secret Formula 
Good for everything and probably the smoothest drink 
you’ll ever taste!  A delicious blend of Pusser’s Rum, 
cream of coconut, pineapple, and orange juice served on 
the rocks to ensure that none of the flavour is diluted. 
Depending on the severity of the pain being experienced, 
you have your choice of Numbers 2, 3 or 4, designating 
the relative amount of Pusser’s Rum!  Be careful, this is 
a smooth and sneaky drink!  Ingredients:  2oz Pusser’s 
Rum,   4oz pineapple juice,   1oz orange juice,   1oz cream 
of coconut,  Fresh grated nutmeg   Directions  Add liquid 
ingredients to a cocktail shaker, and shake vigorously. 
Pour into a big glass or goblet filled with ice.  Grate fresh 
nutmeg on top and enjoy! 
With acknowledgement to the RNA Wigston Jan NL 
but it seems a waste of good Pussers Rum to me; and I 

suggest you try it with Woods to see if it improves it! 
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THE EARLY SUBMARINERS:  John Day 
taylor@expeditionwriter.com 10 Feb 2015 

The development of the submarine weapon was a 
product of many different minds, all with varying 
intentions.  Some were patriots, seeking the ultimate 
counter to the naval super-weapons of first-rate powers. 
Others were schemers, betting their lives and fortunes on 
unproven vessels of their own design, seeking riches and 
renown beyond measure.  There were, of course, those 
who explored the physical universe through the mind, 
men who could conceptualise the vastly complicated 
interaction of man-made materials and the physical 
nature of the abyss.  These men oftentimes never sought 
to bring their drawings and writings from the confine of 
paper or parchment, but inspired generations of 
dreamers to follow.  The most important group, however, 
was that of the journeyman inventor, men of the mind who 
traveled from country to country seeking patronage for 
their radical dreams. 
 

The year 1774 made for another major milestone in the 
history of submarine development, the first major, very 
public, very embarrassing catastrophe, the first of many 
to follow.  Suffolk wagon-maker John Day was an 
unlikely candidate as a man to be forever remembered to 
posterity.  Accounts of the time portrayed him as unable 
to read or write, without a permanent home, prone to 
reservedness and bouts of depression, quick to lose his 
temper, and broke.  Despite these disagreeable personal 
characteristics, some in his community actually believed 
him when he reported to them that he’d built a watertight 
compartment within the bowels of a disused fishing boat, 
filled the rest with large stones, and dove to a depth of 
300 feet for an entire 24-hour day.  Satisfied with the 
completion of his journey, he claimed to have then 
released many of the stones via a clever rope release 
system of his own design, re-establishing the buoyancy 
of the sunken craft, and raising him to the surface.  
Naturally, there were no witnesses to his demonstration. 
 

The outlandish claim caught hold, and despite John Day’s 
bullheaded nature and reluctance to share his newfound 
fame with others, he still managed to attract the financial 
backing of a locally-renowned gambler.  Together, they 
agreed to test Day’s submarine on a larger scale and in 
public.  With the gambler’s financial backing, Day 
purchased a 50-ton sloop, much larger than that of his 
original vessel.  He endeavored to again create a box-
shaped watertight compartment for himself, and 
overloaded the vessel with thirty tons of ballast, twenty of 
which could be dropped using a similar system to his 
previous creation.  Naturally, he painted the submarine 
bright red and publicly vowed that he would descend with 
it to a depth of 300 feet for an entire day.  Prior to the 
actual test, this staggering number was reduced to just 
130 feet, and the time to 12 hours. 
 

John Day completed his masterpiece, and on 20 June, 
1774 arranged for the strange vessel to be towed into 
Plymouth Harbor.  A large crowd had gathered, 
accompanied by a hired brass band.  Men sounded the 
harbor until they found the agreed-upon patch of 130 feet 
in depth, and John Day entered through the wooden 
hatch with a candle, biscuits and drinking water, closed 
and sealed it behind him.  Men moved about the sloop, 
preparing it for her scheduled sinking.  They released 
seacocks to flood the vessel, which began to sink 
immediately. 

It plunged into the dark waters so quickly that the men 
scarcely had time to throw themselves free of the sinking 
ship before it vanished in a foamy white patch of wave-
tossed bubbles.  The curmudgeonly wagon-maker was 
never seen again. 

 

Twelve hours passed, and the sloop did not resurface. 
Knowing something had gone terribly wrong, men 
scoured the bay with grapples, but none caught on the 
vessel.  Eventually, the rescuers gave up hope, realising 
that the abyss had claimed the brave (albeit stupid and 
generally disagreeable) John Day forever.  One local 
doctor theorised that Day had simply frozen to death due 
to the theoretical cold of the depths, and was therefore 
unable to release the ballast and resurface.  The doctor 
was, of course, completely wrong.  It is likely that John 
Day’s fragile craft never survived the descent, much less 
the 72 pounds-per-square inch water pressure at 130 
feet.  The seams of his ‘watertight’ compartment would 
have first seeped, then the erosion of water at the pitch-
sealed cracks would have come away, turning the trickle 
into a torrent.  Frantic attempts to release the drop ballast 
would have slowed down the descent for a few moments, 
but the inrush of water would have soon outweighed the 
ballast, dragging him and his craft to the bottom, drowning 
him in the flooded, sealed compartment.  If his 
compartment was truly well-built and watertight, his end 
would have been even more catastrophic.  The timbers 
would have groaned as they bent inwards, until one of the 
six walls surrounding him failed, killing him within 
moments in an explosion of seawater and splintered 
hardwood. 
 

A more detailed report can also be found on the web 
under Shipwrecks and history in Plymouth Sound on 
http://www.promare.co.uk/ships/Wrecks/Wk_Maria1774.
html which is more detailed than the report above and 
very interesting.  I noted the the frigate HMS Orpheus was 
anchored nearby to offer any help that was required with 

the experiment and on 
the shore were a few 
passers by who stopped 
to watch the activities.  
Two points here; the first 
Orpheus was a ‘O’ Class 
Submarine in later years, 
and the spot where she 
sank is a favourite of 
Derbyshire Submariners 

on the DBR Saturday morning, when we generally take a 
walk passing the same spot that this early submarine test 
took place.  Ironically it is also a favourite spot for Tomb 
Stoners – Proving going underwater can be hazardous!! 

http://www.promare.co.uk/ships/Wrecks/Wk_Maria1774.html
http://www.promare.co.uk/ships/Wrecks/Wk_Maria1774.html
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DS JANUARY LUNCH CLUB 
The Admiral Sir John Warren, Ilkeston 25 Jan 2017 

With recent surreptitious attacks on DS recently, I 
reflected at this social that if the action taken by our then 
Chairman Steve Tyler had not occurred in 2011, there 
would be no Submariner representation in this area, and 
if there were, it certainly would not be as active or 
interesting as it is.  Our first proper social of 2017 was 
unfortunately marred with absence of regular members at 
a funeral, hospital, holiday, and health concerns but still 
saw 16 of us enjoy a wonderful social lunch together at 
the Admiral Sir John Warren in Ilkeston our regular 
January venue to accommodate one of our oldest 
members who was a wartime submariner who lived 
nearby in Ilkeston.  We met up as normal and as this was 
Burns Night we asked Judy Holland who was in full 

Highland Dress though she 
confessed her Burns Night Dinner 
was not until Saturday to 
undertake the traditional Burns 
Grace.  Judy Holland is of course 
our wonderful 96 year old 
Associate who often reminds us 
she was a WWII Sgt in the ‘Wor’ 
based in Derby.  She is a valued 
and much respected member of 
Derbyshire Submariners.  We are 
also lucky that Isobel Watson 
whose husband Colin shift works 
is also able to join us and socialise 

whilst Colin is either sleeping after nights, or on Day shift 
and with Judy and Isobel being so much more respected 
than the Wee Lassie troublemaker north of the border 
they are great company, and the photo is in respect to the 
majority of Scots we all know, in honour of their National 
Poet, and the vast majority of Scots who we all have as 
friends and colleagues. 
 

Well with sixteen of us dinning it was quite compact and 
for some unknown reason everyone found it amusing that 
when the waitress announced is everyone happy with 
their meals many took great delight in saying well all 
except the organiser who has not got his yet.  It is most 
unusual for this venue to make a mistake but I believe it 
was someone missing their Chips with their lasagne that 
caused the miscount, and the other real ale pie, chips and 
peas being enjoyed by our President was really meant to 
be cut in half it was so big.  Anyway my meal appeared in 
very short time and it was the same size of pie as Ken’s 
and an abundance of meat, and so satisfying I wondered 
if I could manage a pudding, but Cheryl, Albert’s daughter 
was having a pudding so it seemed rude to leave her 
eating on her own so I joined her and had a Mint Sundae 
the same as her which was most enjoyable.  I also 
enjoyed a bottle of Yellow Tail Shiraz with my meal as 
with this venue I can get the bus in so no drink drive 
issues. 
 

As this was the welcome to 2017 we Passed the Port and 
being well down the decanter (and bottle) even after our 
normal thank you drink to the kitchen staff and bar staff, I 
suggested Queens, which surprisingly to me serviced 
everyone with half a glass to spare.  With permission of 
the President who normally hosts this Loyal Toast we 
asked Charles as a WWII Submariner to toast H.M. which 
he accepted, and this was undertaken.  A good Lunch 
Club in fine company, and as per normal those driving 
offered transport to those who needed it, and as all good 
submariners and friends looked after each other. 

TS KENYA NEWS – Can YOU Assist? 
As DS Members are aware we endeavour to support TS 
Kenya wherever we can.  Generally they have their 
inspection evening early in the year which this year is 
being replaced with the cadets having a unit review this 
year as opposed to a formal inspection.  However, Derby 
Sea Cadet Unit is celebrating its 75th Anniversary with an 
open day on Mayday bank holiday inviting all old sea 
cadets to come and reminisce more details to follow.  As 
members are aware one of our Members, Jim Hunt 
served in TS Malaya (Before it changed to TS Kenya) 
between 1951-1956 as a Cadet which was at the 
Barracks on Markeaton Park at that time and called TS 
Malaya.  As many are aware Jim was a long time active 
working committee member on the committee for both TS 
Malaya and Kenya until ill health and age forced him to 
retire.  He still takes an active interest in the Unit and is 
always asking me to get the dates for inspections and 
such like but is reliant on transport these days due to his 
age and medical condition.  TS Kenya present location is 
not on a direct bus route and both Ken and Jim need help 
to attend TS Kenya with transport for events held there, 
and I provide where I can, but it would be nice to have 
anyone else who can assist especially as I have to arrive 
very early on some occasions and on those occasions, 
we need active security on the gate once the unit is open. 
 

TS Kenya also have a coffee morning at the council 
house on Friday 4th Aug which unfortunately for the 
Derbyshire Submariners clashes with our Dieso 
Submariners Reunion in Guzz again this year.  However, 
those not attending the Submariners Reunion or on 
holiday are asked to support this event as much as 
possible.  The Unit prize-giving will be on Friday 29 Sept, 
and again maximum support is requested on the night or 
any donated raffle prizes.  Last year we again raised the 
funds to donate £40 to sail training at Cropston for a 
cadet.  I would like to try and achieve this for 2017 so if 
anyone has any good ideas to raise this amount to 
sponsor a Sea Cadet to sail training which is something 
we have done for many years please let me know 
because I confess my ‘Bright Ideas Bulb’ for fund raising 
has after 20 years continuous use expired!  Serious ideas 
only please?  For example I refuse to abseil down Derby 
Cathedral to raise funds; that is strictly for the booties!!  
Just look at the joke on page 4 at the top of column 2 for 
the reason!! 
 

DS AGM 
The Derbyshire Submariners AGM will take place at 7pm 
at TS Kenya in Derby.  During February I havel as normal 
compiled an AGM pack which is to inform ALL members 
of officers reports, and the reason is we can generally get 
the business side of things completed within, or just over 
the hour.  The Presidents, Chairman’s, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Auditors/Examiners, Membership and all other 
reports are submitted in writing to not only share with all 
members but as a basis for the meeting also.  We do 
allow proxy votes on issues of both DS and SA but 
obviously these are not acceptable verbally thus a quick 
note or preferably if possible an email with any proxy 
votes is preferred.  The comprehensive AGM pack is at 
the time of writing ready go out early Mar, for the Frid 3 
Mar DS Meeting giving a month’s notice for members to 
submit votes, or late apologies which will need to be 
added to the pre-printed agenda. Unfortunately, no 
nominations or volunteers for positions in either DS or SA, 
but we do have four proposals to DS to date, as per the 
monthly meetings minutes. 
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UK SUBMARINE & DEFENCE NEWS 
 

Trident Missile Failure Debate 
Sir Michael Fallon is expected to be quizzed by MPs later 
over claims Downing Street covered up a Trident missile 
test failure just weeks before a crucial Commons vote.  
The Defence Sec. is likely to be forced to make a 
Commons statement or answer an urgent question after 
Theresa May refused four times in a TV interview to say 
whether she knew about the malfunction.  The Sunday 
Times revealed that a Trident II D5 missile veered off 
course after being launched from the British submarine 

HMS Vengeance off the coast of Florida 
in June last year.  It happened only weeks 
before Mrs May became Prime Minister - 
but she made no mention of the failed test 
when she persuaded Parliament to spend 
£40bn on new Trident submarines on 18 
July.  After five-hours of debate, MPs 

voted in favour of renewing Trident by 472 votes to 117, 
a majority of 355, on a motion backed by almost the entire 
Conservative Party and more than half of Labour MPs.  
But it was opposed by all Scottish National Party MPs, 
the Lib Dems and the Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, a 
lifelong unilateralist who spoke out strongly against 
Trident during the debate.  Business Secretary Greg 
Clark told Sky News it was ‘not the policy of the 
Government to comment on the various tests of weapons 
systems’, despite the fact that tests in 2000, 2005, 2009 
and 2012 were all publicised. 
 

He also refused to say whether he or the PM knew about 
the failed test.  Asked in an interview on the Andrew Marr 
Show if she knew about the test failure when she spoke 
in the debate, which was one of her first big tests as PM, 
Mrs May repeatedly refused to answer.  Pressed three 
more times on whether or not she knew about the missile 
failure, Mrs May again dodged the question, saying: 
‘There are tests that take place all the time regularly for 
our nuclear deterrents.  ‘What we were talking about was 
a very serious issue.’  Responding to the PM's refusal to 
answer questions, Mr Corbyn told Sophy Ridge on 
Sunday on Sky News: ‘We understand the Prime Minister 
chose not to inform Parliament, and instead it came out 
through the media.  ‘It's a pretty catastrophic error when 
a missile goes in the wrong direction and while it wasn't 

armed, goodness knows what 
the consequences of that 
could have been.’  The 
Scottish National Party's 
Westminster leader, Angus 
Robertson MP, said: ‘The 
Prime Minister must come to 

Parliament this week and outline exactly what she knew - 
and when, about this reported malfunction and alleged 
UK government cover up.  ‘It would be utterly 
unacceptable, and deeply serious, if it turns out that this 
information was deliberately kept from MPs at the time of 
the renewal vote for the Trident weapons of mass 
destruction programme.’  Tory MP Dr Julian Lewis, who 
chairs the Defence Select Committee of MPs, told Sky 
News the blame for the cover-up rested with former prime 
minister David Cameron , not Mrs May. 
 

‘I am afraid the Cameron administration has a bad record 
of playing politics with the nuclear deterrent.’  And the 
Labour peer and former First Sea Lord Admiral Lord West 
said: ‘I think it is bizarre and stupid that they didn't say 
that there'd been a firing and that there had been a missile 
malfunction and that it was a minor fault.’ 

BAE Set To Hire More Apprentices For S/M Building 
A record number of apprentices are being trained to build 
the next fleet of nuclear-powered submarines in Barrow 
as plans were announced to take on hundreds more in 
2017.BAE Systems is training 2,000 workers across the 
country to complete the seven-boat Astute class and 
preparing to build four Dreadnought class subs as part of 
the Successor programme which was launched in 
October.  However, the engineering firm plans to recruit 

a further 574 apprentices by 
September 2017 as it is 
predicted that 5,000 members 
of staff will be working on the 
programme in the early 
2020s.At the time of the 

launch, Barrow and Furness MP John Woodcock vowed 
to make sure that the construction of the submarines had 
a lasting impact on the town as a whole over its 15-year 
tenure in Barrow. He said: ‘Our big challenge now which 
I have discussed at length is to ensure that the investment 
coming into the shipyard leaves a lasting legacy for all 
parts of Furness. ‘This is our opportunity to market this 
incredible centre of manufacturing and engineering 
excellence to the world 
 

 

Defence Fears 
The Daily Mail Finance 1 Feb 2017 

Auditors warned the Ministry of Defence is at risk of not 
being able to afford its equipment over the next nine 
years.  The National Audit Office said that to meet its 
spending plans the MoD will need to save an extra £5.8bn 
and use all of the £10.7bn fund set aside for emerging 
requirements. 
 

MP’S Examine UK’s Cyber Defences 
Computer Active 01 Feb 2017 

A committee of MP’s and Lords is to investigate how 
business, the Government and UK infrastructure can be 
protected from cyber-attacks.  The inquiry, conducted by 
the Parliamentary joint Committee on National Security 
Strategy, is part of the Government’s five year review of 
cybersecurity, which is costing £1.9 billion. HOW MUCH? 
Editor:   It appears the MP’s and Lord’s loss of expenses 
is well compensated if a committee costs this much to 
run.  I would also question the committee of MP’s and 
Lords to have the expertise to fully investigate the 
problem.  A day for firm decisions! Or is it?  Bureaucrats 
cut red tape, lengthwise.  Every organisation is perfectly 
designed to get the results they are getting.  H’mm, many 
a true word is said in jest 
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DD NEWSLETTER FEEDBACK 
In February Edition, I included the words of Diesel and 
Shale well known to submariners of a certain age and 
Peter Hulme has responded with this feedback.  Terry, 
read the diesel and shale ditty and your comment, good , 
but I am pretty sure the standard Mark 8 torpedoes were 
still using shale oil as fuel in my day 1949–1955.  I 
understand it was later changed to kerosene.  The shale 
was used to clean the decks in the fore ends and motor 
room, hence the smell along with the diesel!   
PS recalled the name of the brown floor covering washed 
with shale oil –Corticene   Peter NZ  
 

Thoroughly enjoyed the 22 page read!  Most Associations 
would kill for a document of that quality.  Yours. Terry 
Woodward ex(CPO(SR)). Chairman SSA (Survey Ships 
Assn) and Council member of FNA. 
 

Hi Terry, Thank you for the newsletter always gratefully 
received,  I’m always interested to read about thing I know 
little about.  Kind regards  Wing Cdr Phil Giles RAFA 
 

Thanks Terry always a good read.  It appears we share 
some things in common my old man was an NCO not 
WWII but still with service.  I have served under a WRAF 
(on active service).  Have had to put up with an ‘onatop’ 
she just wanted to pump me for information, remember 
the Russians had women on their merchant ships in 
numbers well before we did.  I’m glad they did not 
discriminate and we are now working towards that goal. 
The hardest part of my service has been the wearing of 
dresses, and being a fairy to raise monies for good 
causes.  The most worrying thing has been that the Scots 
I have had the pleasure to serve with and meet who 
actually enjoy wearing skirts which they call Kilts, growing 
ginger beards and serving in vessels that have no 
portholes and disappear for month’s under the sea.  They 
chime when you march next to them due to their service 
medals, very strange that they should be awarded medals 
for these odd behaviours.  Some might think we are all 
mad but at least we have been wide awake.  For the 
future I hope to be chased by some of the QARNS female 
versions preferred, and all this fun for a brief spell serving 
HRH The Queen.  Aye Aye.  Steve  S P Partridge 
 

Editor;  Thank you to all who sent in feedback. 
 

DS MEMBER QUIZ 
We all remember the onboard cartoonist such as this one 

drawn by Will Hannah of 
HMS/M Swiftsure in 1971 
when the I/C of the 
Engine Room had been 
given a problem that 
needed resolving and his 
answer of ‘Pass me my 
Wheel Spanner’.  Willy 
was a young Tiff then.  
The last the person in the 
picture met him was 1980 
when he was the Senior 
Engineer Officer of 
HMS/M Triumph.  Can 
you name the Chief Mech 
pictured.  The Clues are 
he is a DS Member, still 
has a ‘set’, and refitted 
our model of HMS/M 

Truculent to present to Chatham Maritime Museum last 
Sept?  Answer on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

OUTLOOK ON SUBS FROM ACROSS THE WORLD 
I Loved this article on collecting subs from Australia but 
there again the Aussie straight talking sense of humour 
has always appealed to me. 
It is Subs time, and in the honour and tradition of the 
MAA’s daughter, ‘She who must be paid’, the Gaiters 
Black, Boots, Black, Leather, Parade Ground for 
stomping on, have been cleaned and polished and ready 
for her use!  Please endeavour to make the treasurer's 
job a little easier by (if you have not already) paying your 
subs, correct money greatly appreciated.  As mentioned 
last month, despite inflation, CPI, Tax Revenues and the 
increased price of booze the RNA subs remain the same 
as last year.  No increases in your costs, but (because 
your committee are clever) continued true value for 
money.  As mentioned, RNA Port Phillip Branch Annual 
General Meeting will be held…  Our branch is lucky to 
have excellent support in all areas.  However, we need 
your input.  I know it is easy to relax and let others do the 
planning, or not say anything because your ideas might 
sound silly, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
Please speak up, if you like the current format of meetings 
and the catering then do us all a favour and say so if the 
opposite applies.  If you would like to see changes in 
meeting formats, catering or anything else to do with your 
Branch, then engage your voice box, and make your 
opinion known.  As a wise lady says to me continually ‘If 
you don’t like the answer then don’t ask the question’, we 
(your committee) are asking the question and welcome 
your answers.  Editor;  This article put so succinctly 
mirrors DS appeal to members, though as Secretary and 
Treasurer you do help me with your prompt responses, 
and it is hoped the option of proxy voting by email or in 
writing assists better participation on important matters as 
covered at our forthcoming DS AGM.  Treasurer wise no 
complaints, for example for those with SA Membership 
we were only out of the New Years Eve Weekend when 
your 2017 subs were sent in on time to the SA and the 
average attendance over 2016 at our monthly lunch club 
has been around the 15 mark.  So BZ all DS Members. 
P.S.  The less said about MAA’s daughters the better!! 
 

A Recent Letter in the Straight to the Point Letters page 
must have been written by a matelot!  He stated;  A British 
Gas leaflet came through my letter box offering ‘£200 
trade in on your old boiler’  As a married man of long 
standing, this offer has considerable appeal. 
 

Have You noticed that the people who are late are often 

much jollier than the people who have to wait for them? 
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FAR EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Indonesia S/M Fleet Mix That Includes Midget Boats 
Ridzwan Rahmat, IHS Jane's Defence Wkly 19 Jan 

The Indonesian Navy's (Tentera Nasional Indonesia - 
Angkatan Laut: TNI-AL's) plans to operate a fleet of 12 
submarines by 2024 may include a number of midget 
boats, said Commodore Muhammad Ali, cdr of the 
service's maritime security task force.  Indonesia 
currently operates a fleet of two Cakra (Type 209/1300)-
class diesel-electric submarines (SSKs), and is currently 
anticipating the delivery of three DSME Type 209/1400 
boats from South Korea. 
 

India Launches New Attack Submarine 
Franz-Stefan Gady, 2017 

India has officially launched the second of its future fleet 
of six Scorpene-class (Kalvari-class) diesel-electric 
attack submarines in Mumbai on 12 Jan, according to an 
Indian MoD press release.  The new Kalvari-class boat, 
christened Khanderi, will now enter sea trials and is slated 
to be delivered to the Indian Navy by the end of the year. 
The lead sub of the class, Kalvari, is expected to be 
commissioned by the middle of 2017 following extensive 
sea trials.  The remaining four subs will all be delivered 
by 2020 at an interval of nine months.  In 2005, French 
shipbuilder Direction des Constructions Navales Services 
(DCNS) was awarded a $4.16 billion contract (known as 
Project 75-I) to build six diesel electric attack submarines 
for the Indian Navy in in cooperation with MDL. The 
Project 75-I contract included the option of building six 
more Scorpene-class subs at MDL. 
 

Malaysia Bolsters Submarine Rescue Capabilities 
R.Rahmat, Singapore - IHS Jane's Defence Weekly  
The privately owned Malaysian submarine rescue ship, 
MV Mega Bakti, has received certification from the US 
Navy (USN) as an approved commercial vessel of 
opportunity (VOO), and can now be deployed to rescue 
distressed submariners, a senior Royal Malaysian Navy 
(RMN) confirmed on 17 Jan.  The certification, which was 
received in mid-2016 following a number of pre-screening 
processes by the USN, will further boost the s/m rescue 
capabilities in the region, said Rr Admiral Abdul Rahman 
Ayub, Submarine Force Commander of the RMN, on 17 
Jan.  He was speaking at the UDT Asia 2017 conference 
in Singapore.  Mega Bakti, which is owned by Malaysian 
company Target Resources, is currently contracted to 
provide submarine rescue services for the RMN. 
 

Vietnam Receives Sixth Submarine from Russia 
Daily Sabah, 20 January 2017 

The Vietnam People's Navy's (VPN) sixth and final Kilo-
class diesel-electric attack submarine, Ba Ria-Vung Tau, 
arrived in Cam Ranh Bay on 20 Jan, and was set to be 
transferred to the VPN on 23 Jan. The VPN's Kilo 
submarines can remain at sea for 45 days and are highly 
stealthy, having been dubbed ‘black holes’ by the US 
Navy.  Although Vietnam has long been interested in a 
subsurface capability, it acquired two Yugo-class midget 
subs from North Korea in the late 1990s.  Hanoi made the 
significant outlay of USD $2.1 billion in 2009 for the six 
boats amid rising tensions with China in the South China 
Sea.  With the delivery of the sixth Kilo, the VPN will be 
able to have two at sea at any given time (with two in 
maintenance and two for training or home ported), 
providing Hanoi with a significant deterrent, though the 
monetary and personnel cost of maintaining the subs may 
affect the VPN's other capabilities. 

Taiwan’s Ancient Submarine Will Reach an 
Astounding 80 Years in Service 

R.Beckhusen The National Interest 22 Jan, 2017 
Life expectancy varies between ships, but U.S. 
submarines generally stay in service for around 20 or 30 
years or so. Taiwan, however, is planning for one of its 
submarines to reach age 80.  On 21 Jan, 2017, Taiwan 
announced that the 72-year-old SS-791 Hai Shih, or Sea 
Lion, will receive a retrofit allowing it to continue sailing 
until 2026.  The $19 million retrofit will be to improve the 
hull and the diesel vessel’s ‘navigational elements’, 
Taiwan News reported.  Eight-zero.  That’s a remarkable 
lifespan for a submarine, and the Hai Shih is already the 
oldest submarine still in service with a navy anywhere in 
the world.  Before she was Hai Shih, she was the U.S. 
Navy submarine USS Cutlass, a 1,570-ton Tench-class 
vessel that launched on 5 Nov, 1944 during WWII.  Her 
wartime service was brief, and Cutlass didn’t reach her 
first patrol zone near the Kuril Islands until the day after 
Japan capitulated.  When the U.S. sold her to Taiwan in 
1974, it sealed up Cutlass’ 10 torpedo tubes ,  six forward 
and four aft ,  and she became the Hai Shih.  Very little has 
changed internally, apparently, but she still works.  A few 
years ago, researchers with the San Francisco Maritime 
National Park Association took a tour of the ex-Cutlass.  
‘It was absolutely stunning how little has changed,’ they 
wrote. ‘Equally stunning, is the high grade of operational 
condition.’  At the time, the 311-foot-long submarine still 
had a World War II-era Arma Mk 7 gyrocompass,  one of 
a handful still working anywhere.  Then again, if the 
antiques can still bite, they might pose a threat to some 
surface ships such as transport vessels.  Taiwan, at least 
right now, doesn’t have many options but to keep its 
creaky, ancient S/M’s in service for a little while longer. 
This first appeared in WarIsBoring  
 

NLA Approves Bt13 billion for First Submarine 
The Nation, 25 January 2017 

The National Legislative Assembly has approved the 
Royal Thai Navy's (RTN) long-held request to acquire 
submarines by earmarking USD $383 million for the 
purchase of one boat in the 2017 budget.  The RTN has 
requested three subs in total for USD $1 billion, which will 
almost certainly be S26T diesel-electric attack 
submarines from China, the export variant of the People's 
Liberation Army Navy's Yuan-class (Type 041) boats. 
RTN officials said that negotiations with China on the 
details of the acquisition are almost complete, and that 
the first boat can be expected to be delivered around 
2023.  Local analysts question this procurement decision, 
saying that surface ships would probably be more 
appropriate for Thailand's maritime issues, and their cost 
is twice as much as the RTN's aircraft carrier, which has 
seen little use. 
 

When Will Thailand's First China Submarine Arrive? 
P. Parameswaran 

In June 2015, the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) elected to buy 
three submarines from China in what would be one of the 
most expensive single acquisitions in the country’s 
history.  However, since then, the proposed purchase has 
been repeatedly delayed, leaving observers to wonder if 
the country’s long-held dream of acquiring the capability 
may once again be deferred.  While Thailand’s cabinet 
would have to approve the final plan, it was added that 
the budget had been earmarked to pay for the submarine 
over those six years, and it would be in line with the 
previous estimates that the first submarine will likely be 
delivered to Thailand by 2020. 
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GENERAL ROYAL NAVY NEWS ITEMS 
And Bits & Bobs 

 
www.navybooks.com for information 
on NavyBooks, including to request a 
catalogue by post: 
or Email:  info@navybooks.com 
Phone:  01579 343663 
 

Trident: In the news over the weekend and into this 
week.  The PM and Defence Minister maintained 
government policy of not commenting in detail upon the 
country's nuclear deterrent.  However, a closer reading of 
some of the, limited, information available could indicate 
the 'missile failure' was in fact a failure of telemetry and 
monitoring systems, and, unable to monitor performance 
over the entire flight, a decision was made to abort and 
destruct the missile. 
 

Douglas Reeman: The death of Douglas Reeman, writer 
of many fine naval stories, was announced this week.  He 
died, aged 92, on 23 Jan 2017. A number of naval careers 
or lifelong interest in the navy probably began with 
reading one of his books in boyhood.  Under his pen 
name 'Alexander Kent' he wrote the fine series of Bolitho 
stories set in the age of 'fighting sail' and under his own 
name he wrote believable fiction about the Royal Navy in 
the 20th century wars.  He served as a naval rating and 
officer during WWII, despite belonging to an army family, 
and saw service in the North Sea and Arctic, and the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean campaigns being twice 
mentioned in dispatches.  When asked about the 
fascination of readers for sea stories he said ‘It would 
seem that the eternal and sometimes elusive triangle of 
man, ship and ocean, particularly under the stress of war, 
produces the best qualities of courage and compassion, 
irrespective of the rights and wrongs of conflict.  The sea 
has no understanding of righteous or unjust causes.  It is 
the common enemy, respected by all who serve on it, 
ignored at their peril.’  Editor  A sad loss to a splendid 
author of many books and will be sadly missed. 
 

HMS Queen Elizabeth.  The UK Defence Journal reports 
that MoD denies rumours of delayed sailing. The denial 
comes amid speculation in the media that one of the new 
Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carriers will be mothballed. 
In a statement, the MoD said: ‘We are fully committed to 
operating both HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of 
Wales and to naval shipbuilding on the Clyde.’  HMS 
Queen Elizabeth is planned to sail in the summer for 11 
weeks of sea trials in the North Sea, although in 2016 
Ministers and Senior Naval Officers were quoting ‘Spring’ 
rather than summer! 
 

On 2 February 1901 - Lt the Hon Algernon Boyle, 
commanding the RN guard of honour at Windsor GWR 
station, awaiting the arrival of the coffin of Queen Victoria 
took charge of the gun carriage from the Royal Horse 
Artillery when their horses became restless. The sailors 
grounded arms and using some of the trappings of the 
horses towed the gun carriage to St George's Chapel. 
The Royal Navy has towed the gun carriage for State 
Funerals ever since: thus are traditions established. 
 

Editor:  I remember when doing IT Courses in Victory 
Barracks that the Chiefs Mess had a wonderful Silver 
model of the Gun Carriage and named sailors pulling it 
for George VI Funeral.  I cannot find anything on line and 
wonder if that is still in situation or in a museum 
somewhere? 

The books mentioned below are available from 
‘NavyBooks’.  Run by naval people for naval people. 100s 
of titles – 1000s of books www.navybooks.com.  
 

Barrow Built Submarines: £19.99 
This book forms a part of the NavyBooks series on 
warships built at the many shipyards around UK. 
However, it is also slightly different, while the expected 
technical details and specifications are included, as well 
as much interesting history of the employment and 
operations of the submarines pictured, and the men that 
served in them, every image is a painting and not a 
photograph.  The book starts in 1900 when ‘Vickers Sons 

and Maxim Ltd’ of Barrow-In-
Furness took the order to build 
the first submarine, a Holland 
Class, for the RN. It concludes 
with a painting of HMS Astute 
leaving Barrow for sea trials in 
2010.  The book includes an 
index of every ‘Barrow Built 

Boat’ from 1901 to 2016.  The book is not only a fine work 
of art, fit to grace any bookshelf or coffee table but it is 
also a very useful reference for anyone interested in the 
history of submarines and, indeed, the history of the 
Barrow in Furness shipyard.  This book is a tribute to the 
work of Barrow shipyard and an easily read capsule of 
the Submarine Service over the years.  I commend it to 
you’.  Rr Adm Niall Kilgour CB, former Flag Officer 
Submarines.  Release Date: 31 March 2017 
 

British Warships & Auxiliaries 2017 £9.99 
The fully revised, updated and respected guide to the 
ships, aircraft and weapons of the fleet.  Over 80 colour 
photos.  Complete with pennant numbers and silhouettes. 
Includes RM Craft and Border Agency vessels.  The book 
starts with a ‘no-holds barred’ review of 
the state of the RN followed by sections 
detailing the fleets of the RN, RFA, and 
the support vessels operated under 
contract by Serco.  Also included are 
the vessels of the RM’s, Army and the 
Border Force.  Each class entry 
includes a full colour photograph 
together with a class listing, pennant 
numbers, technical specifications and brief notes.  Similar 
sections cover the aircraft and weapons operated by the 
Royal Navy.  The book concludes with a listing of those 
ships preserved within the UK and operating in a 
secondary role after decommissioning and a summary of 
those vessels which have been scrapped since the 
previous edition. 
 

A Submariners Tale £10.99 
A true voice of 'submarining' in the 70s and 80s. Ex POTI 
Chas Cooke tells the story of his life in the RN but 
concentrates his tale on life in submarines (boats).  He 

writes with verve and relish, including details 
of ‘how it was’ that some might perhaps 
leave unsaid when describing their 
underwater experiences.  The fun side, the 
dark side and the operational side are all 
here, but it is the fun side that predominates.  

The author obviously enjoyed, almost, every moment of 
his submarine career and is rightly proud to have served 
as a RN submariner.  If you were there, this will remind 
you, if you have only ever wondered about life in a 
cramped black tube underwater this will give you the 
facts, and the laughs. 

http://www.navybooks.com/
mailto:info@navybooks.com
http://www.navybooks.com/
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USA SUBMARINE NEWS 
The Sputnick 17 Jan 2017 

The United States is developing the Columbia-class new 
generation nuclear submarine to become ‘the quietest 
and least-detectable submarine in the history of the world.  
In an interview with Radio Sputnik, military expert Igor 
Kudrin spoke about this new sub and also about the 
capabilities of modern missile submarines. Touted by US 
media as ‘the 21st century submarine,’ the Columbia-
class submarines will replace the existing Ohio-class 
strategic missile subs built during the 1980s and 90s.  The 
U.S. plans to build twelve such submarines, with the first 
one to be commissioned in 2021.  ‘A new submarine is 
always a continuation of previous projects.  In the case of 
the Columbia, it picks up where the Ohio project left off. It 
will boast more advanced electronics and will be armed 
with an updated and longer range version of the Trident 
missile,’ Igor Kurdin noted. Russia has three fourth-
generation strategic nuclear submarines: the Yuri 
Dolgoruky, the Alexander Nevsky and the Vladimir 
Monomakh.  By 2020 the Russian Navy plans to have ten 
Borei-class strategic nuclear submarines afloat. Igor 
Kudrin said that modern-day strategic nuclear 
submarines owned their impressive might to the 
decades-long competition between the Russian and US 
navies.  He added that this is exactly why the Americans 
are going ahead with the development of the Columbia-
class submarines and upgrading their Seawolf, Virginia 
and other class subs. 
 

Earlier this month, the Pentagon Under Secretary for 
Defence for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, Frank 
Kendall, officially signed off on a top-priority $125-billion 
Navy program to buy 12 sophisticated, nuclear-capable 
submarines.  Specifically, a recent ‘continuing resolution,’ 
or partially-annualised budget, passed by the Senate in 
late 2016, authorized the use of $773 million to go toward 
the program.  The Columbia-class underwater ballistic 
missile warships are poised to begin construction in 2021. 
The 171 meter submarines use a slew of propulsion 
mechanisms, including nuclear, a turbo-electric drive, 
and a pump-jet.  The submarines can be equipped with 
16 Trident D5 submarine-launched ballistic missiles. 
Trident D5s are reported to allow US and UK navies to 
achieve nuclear deterrence with fewer submarines and 
are said to be almost as accurate as land-based ballistic 
missiles. 

 
Why China and Russia Fear America's Killer Cruise 

Missile Submarines 
Sebastien Roblin The Buzz TNI 28 Jan, 2017 

The Ohio-class ballistic-missile submarine (SSBN) was 
built to destroy cities and military installations in the event 
of a nuclear war, or more precisely, to deter adversaries 
from ever starting one.  However, following the end of the 
Cold War, the U.S. Navy determined that it didn’t need all 
eighteen of its underwater horsemen of the apocalypse 
for the nuclear deterrence mission.  The Navy first 
intended to scrap the four oldest of the massive 
submarines, but instead opted to overhaul and convert 
them to launch Tomahawk land-attack cruise missiles 
(TLAM) at a cost of $700–900 million each.  These 
vessels were re-designated  Ohio-class guided-missile 
submarines (SSGN) and intended to deliver conventional 
attacks on targets on land. The Ohio and Florida began 
the nuclear refueling, overhaul and armament upgrade in 
2003 and were back in service by 2006, while the 
Michigan and Florida followed in 2008.  The Ohio-class  

SSGN bristles with more conventional firepower than any 
comparable vessel because its twenty-four missile tubes 
(88’ dia) were originally designed to carry enormous 
Trident ballistic missiles. 22 of of them were refitted with 
Tomahawk launch canisters with seven missiles each, for 
a total of 154 Tomahawks missiles, all of which can be 
ripple-fired from underwater in the space of six minutes.  
This is likely to be a heavier cruise-missile armament than 
an entire surface task force.  The Tomahawks, which 
each cost over $1.5 million, are capable of delivering a 
thousand-pound warhead to land targets as far as a 1,000 
miles away, guided via GPS.  This, incidentally, means 
that Ohio SSGNs are carting well over $200 million in 
missiles when fully loaded.  The Ohio SSGN is also a 
multi-mission craft.  The remaining two launch tubes have 
been converted into special undersea locks for deploying 
more than sixty Navy SEALs on special operations.  The 
tubes can also launch underwater unmanned vehicles 
(UUV), Seal delivery vehicle (SDV) midget submarines, 
sonar buoys and other aquatic sensors. 
 

The nuclear-powered submarines were soon performing 
more conspicuous operations than their Trident-armed 
cousins.  In 2010, Ohio, Florida and Michigan all 
participated in a show of force in reaction to a Chinese 
missile test, surfacing separately off of Diego Garcia, the 
Philippines and South Korea at roughly the same time. In 
2011, the USS Florida launched 93 missiles targeted at 
Libyan air defenses in support of Operation Odyssey 
Dawn, all but three of which hit.  The missiles helped clear 
the way for the warplanes of the anti-Qaddafi coalition to 
begin operations over Libyan airspace.  This marked the 
first occasion in which an Ohio-class submarine fired in 
anger.  What purpose do these cruise-missile-launching 
behemoths serve? Why not use surface warships to 
launch the long-range Tomahawk, or even dispatch 
carrier strike planes using much cheaper precision-
guided munitions?  Quite simply, the stealthy SSGNs can 
get closer to enemy coastlines without being detected, 
enabling them to hit targets further inland and to deliver a 
massive missile strike, while exposing themselves far 
less than a surface ship or aerial strike package. 
 

Deadly new long-range anti-shipping missiles, such as 
the Russian Kalibr cruise missile, which can be fired from 
land, air or sea platforms, make littoral waters perilous for 
large surface ships like aircraft carriers and missile 
cruisers. Even carrier-based aircraft would require the 
carrier to sail within eight hundred miles of a hostile 
coastline, within striking distance of a variety of carrier-
killing weapons.  By contrast, nuclear-powered 
submarines are extremely difficult to detect and track 
thanks to the very limited noise produced by their nuclear 
reactors and their ability to remain submerged for the 
duration of an entire long-range mission.  An adversary 
would have difficulty detecting an Ohio SSGN before it 
launched its missiles, and after doing so, the submarine 
could dive deep and run silent to evade retaliation.  The 
Ohio SSGNs’ awesome firepower, however, will only 
remain in the U.S. Navy for around another decade or so, 
at which time the entire fleet of Ohio-class submarines 
will be gradually replaced with the new Columbia-class 
ballistic-missile submarines. The conventional land-
attack role will be taken up by the large fleet of Virginia-
class attack submarines, which can be equipped with the 
Virginia Payload Module to launch up to forty Tomahawks 
each.  But until then, the four Ohio SSGNs will remain the 
most heavily armed cruise-missile submarines in the 
world and will provide a devastating potential tool. 



 13 

GENERAL BITS AND BOBS 
 

POLARIS IN THE ROYAL NAVY 
On 15 Feb 1968, HMS Resolution fired the first RN 
Polaris missile on the Cape Kennedy range at 11:15am 
EST.  Come and see a real Polaris warhead on display at 
Explosion Museum, Gosport.  You can see inside, and 
find out how a missile really works!  Editor 1:  Explosion 
is part of the RN Museum Set up, details in an article in 
last month’s DD 208 in the area of the old armaments 
depot Royal Clarence Yard.  This whole area with HMS 

St.Vincent, The Victualling yard and the 
huge army barracks were inaccessible 
as MoD land until the last 10/15 years 
and now all developed.  You can access 
using a Dockyard Museum pass boat 
Service or drive from off the road from 
Fareham where it is well signposted.  
However, if you have agility it is worth a 
walk from Gosport up the appropriately 
named Weevil Lane down to the Gosport 
Millennium Bridge over Forton Lake 
which opened up this area to the public 
for the first time.  The walk is steeped in 

history and magnificent views over Portsmouth and all the 
prime sites and if you get the boat over from the Dockyard 
directly into Explosion you could walk back along this 
route and when you get to the end of Weevil Lane on the 
other side of the road is the Gosport Wetherspoons!! 
Editor 2:  I wonder if this is the same Polaris Weapon that 
was on display at the Submarine Museum in the display 
area near the main road entrance at Dolphin 2?  Irrelevant 
really as Explosion is really worth a visit in its own right. 
 

HMS SOVERIEGN SHIPS BELL 
When HMS/M Sovereign de-commissioned the former 
Commanding, Officers held a formal dinner where the 
disposal of the Ships Bell was discussed.  It was after 

discussion decided that after more 
than 30 years of a happy affiliation 
with The City of Derby that the bell 
should be presented to the City.  
Following a recent enquiry it was 
discovered this never happened?  
The City Council have most of the 
artefacts connected with our 
affiliated ships including Kenya, 
Sovereign and Ambush all on 

display in the ceremonial entrance including the 
marvellous Holland I model donated by 
Trevor Williamson in honour and memory 
of his Derby Grandpappy who served on 
our first British Submarine.  It is confirmed 
the Sovereign bell is not and never has 
been presented to the City Council or 
Derby Museum thus its whereabouts are 
totally unknown.  Does anyone know anything about 
what happened, and where the Sovereign bell is 
now?  Please let me know on 
derby.submariners@yahoo.co.uk  Ed.  
 

DO YOU REMEMBER THESE LITTLE DITS (3 VERSIONS) 
 

First the Nab and then the Warner, 
Spit Sand Fort and Shithouse Corner 

 

First the Nab, then the Warner, 
Blockhouse Fort, and Court Marshall Corner 

 

First the Nab, & then the Warner 
Blockhouse creek, Then 5hithouse Corner 

SA DERBYSHIRE MEMBERS INFO 
Following an appeal for a representative for Submariners 
Assn (Derbyshire) Branch we unfortunately have no 
volunteer to attend.  Therefore SA (Derbyshire) Branch 
submitted its apologies for absence at Conference as 
instructed to me as Sec at our meeting on Friday 3 Feb 
2017.  The responses with regards the positions on the 
NMC was audited by our Chairman, and the end vote 
filled in and witnessed by our SA Members, with the 
completed form sealed in the envelope provided 
(stamped by the secretary) and given to the Chairman to 
post.  Which has always been the normal procedure in 
the twenty years I have been secretary.  TLH 
 
DERBY CONCERT BAND'S 2017 PERFORMANCES 

Derby Concert Band has an exciting line up of concerts 
planned for the year, which they hope will provide 
something for everyone.  The next concert is on Sat 25 
March and the details are summarised below.  Tickets are 
available from Foulds music shop on Irongate in Derby or 
from any band member or at the door.  Please put the 
dates in your diary now, and feel free to forward this on to 
anyone else who you think may be interested! Further 
information about the band can be found at 
www.derbyconcertband.co.uk  
Sat 25 March 2017 at 7.30pm – Musical Quiz Night! 
Nightingale Hall, Rolls-Royce Leisure Association,  
Moor Lane, Derby DE24 9HY 
 

Sat 15 July 2017 – Prov’l date for our Summer concert 
 

Sat 14 Oct 2017 – Prov’l date for our Autumn concert 
 

Sat 16 Dec 2017 – Christmas Festival Concert 
 

PENSIONERS CLOCK 
This is the clock that we use in retirement.  It needs no 
batteries or electricity, it is never fast or slow and it never 
stops. 
 

 
INDIA PUTS RECORD 104 SATELLITES INTO ORBIT 

Channel News Asia, 15 February 2017 
The India Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
successfully launched a record number of satellites from 
a single rocket this week.  The ISRO's launch of 104 
satellites from its facility in south eastern Andhra Pradesh 
state, breaks the previous record held by Russia, which 
launched 39 satellites in June 2014.  Editor:  Nice if you 
can afford it and to build up your submarine fleet too!! 

mailto:derby.submariners@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.derbyconcertband.co.uk/
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AN INDIAN SUBMARINE, ITS CREW, 
AND ITS TOP SECRET MISSION 

Vishnu Som NTV All India 27 Jan, 2017 
(Editor;  To some submariners, a lot of this article 
possibly apart from the throw away clothing after every 
three days may be recognisable?) 
As I write this, the young crew of an Indian Kilo-class 
submarine, among the oldest operational submarines in 
the Navy, is preparing for their next mission.  Massive 
batteries, each weighing 900 kilos, that power all the 
systems onboard are being installed, food and supplies 
are being stocked, mechanical repairs are being carried 
out.  Within days, the INS Sindhukirti, based in 
Visakhapatnam will conduct its next sortie.  No one, not 
even the Captain, knows where. Deployment orders are 
top secret.  They come in an envelope which the Captain 
isn't allowed to open until he is already out at sea.  All the 
crew can do is guess the duration of their next mission 
based on the quantity of food, and supplies they are 
stocking in their submarine.  For the next several weeks, 
perhaps even more than a month, the Sindhukirti will be 
prowling the depths of the Bay of Bengal, its crew entirely 
cut off from the outside world, other than listening to the 
occasional news report which the submarine is equipped 
to receive even while operating underwater.  For more 
than a month, the 67 officers and sailors onboard will 
have no contact with their families.  ‘'Once the last lines 
have been cast off from alongside, you are nowhere and 
no longer attached to your family.  Whatever happens 
there, whatever happens to you, you are absolutely in two 
different worlds,’ said Captain GS Reedy, the 39-year-old 
Commanding Officer of the Sindhukirti. 
 

On board the submarine, preparations are hectic. 
Constant drills to keep the men on their toes.  Attack runs 
simulated in the Operations Room, the nerve-centre of 
the submarine, a small room flanked with electronic 
displays, old analogue systems, and two periscopes. 
Instructions are shouted out by Captain Reedy, and 
officers and crew members respond, often 
simultaneously.  It's controlled chaos but everyone knows 
what to do.  The ultimate goal, had this been a real-life 
situation, would have been to fire either a missile or a 
torpedo.  ‘The process is special because first of all, when 
an enemy submarine is detected, we don't have anything 
to actually see.  The only sense that we rely upon in 
acquiring the initial targeting information is a sonar,’ says 
Lt Cdr Ankush Vyas, the Executive Officer of the 
Sindhukirti. ‘Sonar is totally passive.  We work out the 
target motion parameters of the target, what direction he 
is heading to, what speed he is doing and what is the 
approximate range of the target.  After doing that, we feed 
the solution to the fire control system.  The fire control 
system not only generates its solution, but also prepares 
the torpedo tubes, and feeds the targeting data to the 
torpedoes.  When the order is received from the Captain, 
we fire the torpedo on the target.’ 
 

Elsewhere on the submarine, a crew of men head to the 
rest area.  Their shift is over.  It's time to hot-bunk: berths 
as beds are rotated.  ‘At times, we even play around with 
the body clock of the men on board,’ said Captain Anurag 
Srivastava, the Director of Submarine Operations at the 
Eastern Naval Command in Visakhapatnam.  ‘When we 
are out for extended deployments and we are close to the 
enemy course, we have to change the body clock so that 
we are more alert during the night time.  All our activities 
take place during the night time like charging of the 
batteries and a lot of other jobs’ 

India has nine of these submarines, acquired from Russia 
in the 80s, in addition to four German designed Type-
1500 submarines of nearly the same vintage.  Powered 
by batteries which are charged by a set of diesel engine, 
they have limited endurance.  Though missions can last 
up to 40 days, the submarine has to ascend once every 
24 hours to what is known as snorkelling depth.  As it 
hovers just short of the surface of the sea, fumes from its 
diesel engines are ‘snorted’ out, and stale air onboard the 
submarine is replaced with fresh air from outside.  It is 
during this period that a submarine like the Sindhukirti is 
most vulnerable: the loud ‘snorting’ and the proximity to 
the surface means the submarine can potentially be 
detected by enemy aircraft, warships or other 
submarines.  The kilo-class submarine is also slow and 
cannot sail at more than 31 km per hour underwater.  
Nuclear-powered submarines, like the INS Chakra, which 
India has leased from Russia, and the INS Arihant, a 
home-grown nuclear ballistic missile submarine, are 
significantly faster and do not need to ascend close to the 
surface of the sea where they are vulnerable to detection.  
Neither do they need to refuel since their nuclear reactors 
are designed to run through the course of the life of the 
submarine. 
 

The Sindhukirti is not an easy work space.  Every inch of 
space is occupied by an essential piece of machinery. 
Moving around the boat, its many ladders and water-tight 
hatches, is not comfortable.  But this submarine doesn't 
aim for that.  During the Soviet times when she was built, 
crew comfort was an afterthought.  Newer submarines, 
like the French-designed Scorpene class submarines 
being assembled at Mazgaon Docks in Mumbai, are like 
a luxury-liner for sailors used to operating old submarines 
like this.  On the Sindhukirti, there is one toilet for the 
nearly 70 people on board.  There are no showers, and 
the crew of the submarine dispense with their starched 
uniforms for light-blue coloured disposable gowns not 
unlike the scrubs worn by doctors in operating theatres. 
Each set of clothes is worn for three days and then thrown 
away.  Master Chief Petty Officer NP Mahto is the 
Coxswain, or senior-most enlisted man onboard.  A 
veteran submariner, he is the eyes and the ears of the 
Captain.  When he isn't personally at the helm of the 
submarine controlling its movement, Mahto has to work 
to keep up the morale of the sailors onboard.  ‘I tell them 
‘See I'm an old man, but I'm running from fore to aft.  So 
by listening to this, their courage comes up.  And they do 
whatever we require,’ he said. 
 

Part of the process of keeping the men onboard 
motivated involves feeding them with fresh meals. 
Cooked in a tiny galley.  The chefs onboard have a huge 
responsibility; the Navy takes its cuisine very seriously; 
the meals produced, vegetarian and non-vegetarian, are 
delicious by any measure.  Everyone eats the same food, 
there is no preference or special meal for officers 
onboard.  ‘We have a lot of activities planned for the 
sailors to bring them together.  We try to occasionally 
break a part of our routine by having healthy competitions 
between them.  Sailors come out with a number of 
humorous anecdotes while they are serving which we 
occasionally broadcast for everybody to enjoy,’ said the 
Captain.  Being a submariner is a dangerous business.  A 
build-up of hydrogen and other gases in the battery pits 
can potentially be lethal.  A small spark can trigger an 
explosion that can destroy the boat and weaponry, 
missiles, torpedoes and mines.  These have to be 
handled with kid gloves. Safety is the key buzzword here. 
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These men won't talk about it, but they know how things 
can go disastrously wrong.  Eighteen submariners were 
killed in an explosion in the weapons compartment of the 
INS Sindhurakshak in Mumbai in 2013, a submarine 
identical to this boat.  A year later, two officers lost their 
lives on a sister submarine, INS Sindhuratna, while trying 
to put out a fire very close to the battery pit.  The accidents 
prompted then Navy Chief Admiral DK Joshi to resign 
from service.  Wary of China's increasing undersea 
prowess, India has committed to speeding up its plans to 
modernise its navy, especially since Beijing has made 
clear its determination to dominate the Indian Ocean, 
though which crucial oil and other imports are routed.  
India presently operates only a single nuclear-attack 
submarine leased from Russia in 2012.  The INS Arihant, 
the country's first indigenously built nuclear submarine, 
loaded with nuclear-tipped missiles has also completed 
lengthy trials in the Bay of Bengal.  In addition to this, 
India operates 13 Russian and German-designed diesel-
electric submarines.  Six French-designed ‘Scorpene’ 
class submarines are being assembled at Mumbai, but 
China, which has at least 12 nuclear-powered 
submarines either in service or under construction, is way 
ahead with another 56 conventional diesel-electric 
submarines, making it the world's second-largest 
operator of submarines behind America. 
 

Up Close & Personal in U.S Waters Near Sub Base 
Ars Technica & Washington Post, 14 Feb 2017 

The Russian Vishnya-class intelligence ship Viktor 
Leonov is reportedly loitering off the east coast of the US 
near the US Navy's (USN) attack submarine base at 
Groton, Connecticut.  The USN confirmed the presence 
of the vessel, which features electronic surveillance 
equipment and various sonar apparatus to detect 
submarines and monitor their movements.  The USN also 
said that, despite the proximity of the vessel, the ship is 
outside of the US's 12-nautical mile territorial waters and 
is free to conduct its mission, as the USN ‘respects 
freedom of navigation exercised by all nations beyond the 
territorial sea of a coastal State consistent with 
international law.’ 
 

FRIENDS OF SUBMARINE MUSEUM 
On 9 Feb. the committee of the Friends of the Museum 
held their first quarterly meeting of 2017. T he meeting 
was also attended Simon Wildgust (Museum General 
Manager) and Mr Pitkeathy from the Courageous 
organisation in Plymouth. I attended on behalf of the SA 
and the following lists salient points covered during the 
discussions for SA committee information.  This is 
circulated to the submarine community at large aware of 
exciting developments at the museum and the vital work 
and contributions made by The Friends.  Hopefully, it may 
also assist in adding to Friend’s numbers.  The NMRN 
has an action plan in place, valued at £74k covering 6 
months work to further conserve Alliance’s casings.  A 
budget of £7 K has been apportioned for Alliance defect 
and preventative maintenance.  The Holland gallery will 
undergo extensive work to its air conditioning system to 
improve humidity control.  £6.2k has been set aside for 
this work in the next financial year.  The scope of this work 
will also include engine refurbishment.  The museum is 
an expensive place to run with operating costs amounting 
to £942k per annum.  80% of visitors now utilise the 
waterbus to access the museum.  The waterbus also 
serves Explosions Museum.  A sum of £140k is required 
in the budget to cover running costs. 

Unfortunately, there is now a severe shortage of 
volunteers in the workshops further to problems with the 
NMRN conservation team, but the relationship with the 
Alliance volunteer guides remains good.  It is a sign of the 
times that some civilian guides have had to be trained due 
to the shortage of ex submariner guides.  Due to asbestos 
problems the Weapons Gallery will never be utilised 
again The artefacts will be moved to new homes.  A 
museum enhancement/visitor experience improvements 
(funded by The Friends £25 K) is nearing completion.  
The Book of Remembrance project funded by The 
Friends to rectify errors on the Wall of Remembrance is 
on-going.  Part 1 is at the printers and Part 2 is 
undergoing completion.  The books will be mounted on a 
lectern.  The VC exhibition is nearing completion.  Phase 
one of The Garden of Remembrance, funded by The 
Friends, has been completed. The design and costs of 
Phase two have been agreed and work will commence in 
the near future. It is hoped that the Duke of Cambridge 
may be available to formally open the garden following 
completion of Phase Two.  The Friends have granted 
£1000 towards funding of the Courageous DVD project.  
Mr Pitkeathy advised that the work of producing the DVD 
was work in progress.  The NMRN plans to dramatically 
enhance the Museum’s entrance by reinterpreting X24 
and introducing both a Tomahawk Land Attack Missile 
and a Polaris Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile into 
the display. It is the first step of towards ensuring that 
weapons are on display to tell the complete story of the 
submarine service. By using projection onto X24 and the 
surrounding space, the story of this unique craft and the 
people who designed, built and took her into action will 
be brought to life in a combination of sound , images and 
moving footage.  These improvements will dramatically 
enhance the JFB galleries.  Because of other calls on the 
museum's finances The Friends committee were 
unanimous in approving £40k, spread over two years, 
assisting the NMRN implement this project.  The Friends 
AGM will be held at the museum on the 27 June 2017.   
Current membership of The Friends is 626.  In 2016 
twenty one new members joined and twenty were called 
aloft.  The Friends would very much like to increase their 
membership from serving and ex submariners.  
Increased membership means that the Friends become 
better able to support and improve the museum.  It also 
means submariner’s and submarine ethos is better 
protected and enhanced within the NMRN.  The annual 
journal, ‘All Round Look’, is alone worth the joining fee so 
go on line and lend The Friends your support.  There 
couldn't be a more worthy cause.  Please do not hesitate 
to ask should there be questions arising. 
Regards  David Ottley (SA Rep on Friends committee) 
 

From: Rita Arksey,  Subject: WW1. HMS/M K5 
I am trying to find details of crew member Eric William 
Ketley , he was born 6 April 1896 Queensborough Kent, 
he served as a stoker 1 on the above submarine 1918. 
He was my father who spoke a little about being a 
submariner but didn't give us a lot of details, I am in 
possession of his ditty box.  I would be extremely grateful 
if you can point me in the right direction, I know he was 
trained on HMS Dolphin 1st Oct 1917 until 31st Dec 1917. 
Regards tucker7@tucker7.karoo.co.uk  
 

The Biggest Lie I tell myself is; ‘I don't need to write that 
down, I'll remember it.’  Especially lunch club orders! 
 

A Picture is worth a thousand words, but it uses up three 
thousand times the memory.  So I can only put so many 
in our newsletters. 
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SA NEWS & OTHER SUBMARINER BITS & BOBS 
 

Lt. MD Wanklyn VC DSO** RN:  The details are now 
being finalised and coordinated for the unveiling of the 7th 
Blue Plaque in the SA initiative.  This Plaque is dedicated 
Lt. M D Wanklyn VC DSO** RN and will be located at 
Knockinaam Lodge, Portpatrick, Stranraer, DG9 9AD on 
the 3 June 2017 at 1400.  As is always the case we are 
limited to the number of people who can attend so If your 
branch members wish to take part in this prestigious 
event please notify Frank ‘Sandy’ Powel as soon as 
possible.  Your Branch Standard will be most welcome.  
Contact Sandy on: oldschoolhouselea@talktalk.net or by 
phone: 01427810528.  Please bear in mind that this will 
take place during the summer months so if you would 
require accommodation in the area you should consider 
booking as early as possible.   Regards  JMcM 
 

TI Tim Mather.  G’Day; I saw your Christmas Card the 
other day & it reminded me of my old mate Tim Mather, 
who hailed from Exeter (his late Father was a Prison 
Officer); he had an older brother that also served in S/M’s 
as a WEO from memory, but I believe that he’s in the 
Guzz area.  Tim & I were both TI’s & paid off in the mid 
1980‘s (I paid off in Sept 84); we were both 
recommissioning crew on Opossum, at Chatham, in 
1973, as LSUW’s (me fwd & Tim aft); he had served on 
Alliance prior to that.  He stayed on Opossum as the TI & 
I became the TI of Oberon; in 77/8, we had a memorable 
W/E at Dartmouth, when both boats we in & we stayed 
overnight at his Mum’s house in Exeter; later in 83/4 my 
wife Charlotte & I went to his wedding to Rebecca, in 
Exeter, or somewhere close by.  We emigrated to 
Australia after I paid off (I served in RAN Oberon’s & 
Collins class SM’s); initially we stayed in contact with Tim 
& Reb, exchanging Christmas cards, etc, but within a 
couple of years we lost contact & mail came back with 
‘Not at this address’ & since then we have tried with our 
UK contacts, but have had no luck in tracking them down.  
Tim was a rev head & was a V8 Jaguar fanatic, he owned 
a few of them in his time; when he was single & going to 
sea, he would park it our house for safekeeping.  Any 
assistance in locating Tim would be greatly appreciated.  
Yours Sincerely,  John (Buster) Keating, Member 
Australia Branch   Editor:  Any responses please either 
email direct to SA Sec nigelmellor@sky.com or pass the 
information onto me for forwarding 
 

Did You Serve on SM4 in the 1950’s?  My dad, who 
died in 2001, was with SM4 in 1954 -1956 and he once 
told me that while he was off New Zealand he became ill 
with sunstroke and malaria.  If I remember right he was 
transferred to a NZRN ship by jackstay and taken to 
hospital, then sent to a weather station in the mountains 
to recuperate.  By the time he caught up with his ship (in 
Sydney I think) they had thought he had died and done a 
collection for him.  I am going to Sydney and New 
Zealand in February and it would be great to see the 
places he went, I have been trying to find anything out but 
not got very far to be honest, this is how I found your site.  
I think he was also in a car crash while on a night out (with 
Australian sailors I think) and one of them died but my 
dad was unhurt.  Again, I may have got things wrong 
here. My dad was Ronald (Tom) Sawyer and was an 
ERA3.  I would be very grateful for any information or tips 
on how I might find anything out.  If you have any 
information that would help Graeme please advise on 
gpsawyer@hotmail.co.uk and also advise  
Source:  The Chief Stokers Log, Australian 

K13 Submarine Disaster Victims 
Remembered At Centenary Service 

Jane Bradley, The Scotsman 29 Jan, 2017 
It is remembered as both a tragedy and a remarkable feat 
of bravery.  Forty-eight men were saved in one of the first 
successful submarine rescues in history, but 32 others 
sadly died.  Now, 100 years after the K13 submarine sank 
in the Gareloch, submariners and relatives of those who 
died have attended a ceremony to mark the disaster.  The 
steam-propelled vessel was undergoing its final tests on 
29 Jan 1917 when seawater entered its engine room, 
causing an explosion.  It sank, killing all of those in the 
engine room.  Workers from Fairfields shipyard in Govan, 
which had built the vessel, were among the dead. 
Veterans, serving submariners from nearby HM Naval 
Base Clyde, representatives from the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) and local Sea Cadets 
attended the ceremony at Faslane Cemetery in 
Garelochhead, Argyll and Bute, yesterday. Some of the 
relatives of the 32 men who died in the disaster and who 
are buried at the cemetery also attended.  Jim McMaster, 
chairman of the Submariners’ Association, which 
organised the centenary event, said he wanted to 
remember both the bravery and tragedy of the incident.  
He said: ‘It is right and proper that we remember those 
who have gone before us, the brave men who earned the 
reputation we enjoy today  It is natural that we 
commemorate those 32 unfortunate men who died in this 
accident but we should not lose sight of the fact that this 
was also a very successful submarine rescue for 48 men.  

Even by today’s standard, this is a major achievement.’ 
 

The testing initially appeared to be going well, but as the 
submarine began to submerge, men working in the boiler 
room reported flooding.  An Admiralty Inquiry later found 
ventilators over the boiler room open, indicators in the 
boiler room set open and the engine-room hatch undone.  
The crew of K13 were trapped beneath the icy waters of 
the Gareloch for some 57 hours before help arrived.  The 
Captain, Lt Cdr Godfrey Herbert, and K14’s captain, Cdr 
Francis Goodhart, made a desperate attempt to escape 
the stricken submarine in order to get help.  The pair used 
the space between the inner and outer hatches as an 
airlock, but only Mr Herbert made it to the surface alive 
as Mr Goodhart died after striking his head during the 
escape.  An air line was eventually attached to the vessel 
allowing the submarine to bring her bow to the surface 
where a hole was cut allowing the survivors to be 
rescued.  However, by that time 32 submariners had 
already died.  The service ended with a march to the 
grave of Cdr Goodhart.  Shirley Thomas and her family, 
who travelled from Sheffield for the occasion, were also 
at the service.  Her great-grandfather, Fred Porter, was a 
37-year-old submariner who died on board K13.  She 
said: ‘We’ve always wanted to come up and pay our 
respects and the 100th anniversary seemed like the ideal 
time.’  K13 was raised from the Gareloch in March the 
same year and returned to service seven months later as 
HMS K22. 
 

REUNIONS FROM OTHER SOURCES 
HM Submarine Auriga.  Reunion 5-6 May.  Barn Hotel, 
Ruislip, Middlesex.  Reunion open to all who served 
aboard her at any time.  For further details contact  Bob 
Cremin at iancremin@yahoo.co.uk or 01895 624448 or 
0785 488383  Source:-  Legion Magazine 
 

Dieso Boat Reunion (DBR) 5 August 2017  Guzz 
http://www.dieselsubmariners.co.uk/info.html  

mailto:oldschoolhouselea@talktalk.net
mailto:nigelmellor@sky.com
mailto:gpsawyer@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:iancremin@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.dieselsubmariners.co.uk/info.html
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HMS Ambush Still Undergoing Repairs after Collision 
by Amy Fenton  NW Evening Mail 7 Feb 2017 

Repairs are still being carried out on Barrow-built 
submarine HMS Ambush, more than six months after it 
crashed into a merchant vessel.  An immediate 
investigation was launched after HMS Ambush was 
involved in the collision while submerged off the coast of 
Gibraltar last July.  The submarine's bridge fin struck a 
shipping tanker while it was surfacing during a training 
exercise, in an incident which was described by the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) as a ‘glancing collision’.  
Pictures taken at the time showed extensive damage to 
the fin, where some of the submarine's Thales sonar 
equipment is housed.  The Astute-class vessel suffered 
‘some external damage’ but no crew members were 
injured in the incident, which has left the Royal Navy with 
a repair bill likely to stretch to hundreds of thousands of 
pounds.  Just over a week after the crash, HMS Ambush 
sailed to the naval base at Faslane in Scotland where 
pictures published this month show the submarine still 
undergoing repairs.  A statement from the MoD website 
after the crash said: ’At approximately 1.30pm local time 
today, HMS Ambush, an Astute-class submarine, while 
submerged and conducting a training exercise was 
involved in a glancing collision with a merchant vessel off 
the coast of Gibraltar.  We are in contact with the 
merchant vessel and initial indications are that it has not 
sustained damage.  The submarine suffered some 
external damage but there is absolutely no damage to her 
nuclear plant and no member of the ship's company was 
injured in the incident.  An immediate investigation is 
being conducted.  The submarine will be entering 
Gibraltar for further checks.  There are no safety concerns 
associated with HMS Ambush being alongside.’  The 
Astute-class are the largest, most advanced and most 
powerful attack submarines ever operated by the Royal 
Navy.  The boat was involved in the collision despite 
being equipped with what the RN boasts are ‘world 
leading sensors’.  The 7,400 tonne Astute-class vessels, 
which cost more than £1 billion each, carry torpedoes for 
targeting enemy submarines and ships and Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. 

 

HMS Ambush Operational History.  After being 
commissioned in March 2013, Ambush conducted an 
intensive period of trials in and around the UK.  In 2014 
Ambush completed a full operational sea training 
package before embarking on her maiden Atlantic 
deployment.  During this deployment she represented the 
RN and the UK in Rio de Janeiro, celebrating the 
centenary anniversary of the Brazilian Submarine 
Service, and visited the USA where the crew worked with 
both US and UK staff in King’s Bay, Georgia, conducting 
multiple trials and ranging serials to prepare the boat for 
future deployments.  Ambush was docked alongside at 
HM Naval Base Clyde conducting a short maintenance 
period prior to deploying on operations.  She arrived in 
Gibraltar in July 2016.  Editor;  How open our security is 
to be able to publicly take photos as above? 

MoD Denies Britain's Entire Fleet of Attack 
Submarines are 'Out of Action 

Laura Hughes, The Telegraph 10 Feb 2017 
The MoD have denied that the RN’s fleet of attack 
submarines are all currently out of action.  Britain’s seven 
‘hunter-killer’ vessels were reported to be ‘non-
operational’ as they undergo repairs and maintenance.  
However, an MoD source told the Telegraph the reports 
were ‘categorically not true.’  Theresa May was said to 
have been kept in the dark by Defence chiefs, the Sun 
reported.  A Whitehall source told the newspaper: ‘No one 
is being honest about the scandal.’  It was reported that 
five of the fleet, including one of the new type, are having 
refits or maintenance after breaking down.  Sources said 
the three new Astute class subs, which cost £1.2billion 
each, are beset by technical problems.  An MoD source 
said: ‘This story is categorically not true, there are 
operational, capable and ready attack submarines.  
‘Where they might be is clearly sensitive operational 
information that the MoD will not comment on.’  It comes 
after Britain's ability to defend itself against a major 
military attack was called into question after an 
investigation found Navy warships are so loud they can 
be heard 100 miles away by Russian submarines*.  A RN 
spokesman said: ‘We don’t comment on specific 
submarine operations.  ‘Britain has a world-class fleet, the 
Royal Navy continues to meet all of its operational 
tasking, deploying globally on operations and protecting 
our national interests as Britain steps up around the 
world.’ 
 

*Editor:  The quote of so loud they can be heard 100 
miles away by Russian submarines has also been used 
in articles referring to the Type 45 Destroyers though this 
article on Submarines infers it is about the Submarine 
problems a confusing AND negative report? 
 

The Royal Navy’s 2017 Submarine Fleet of 11 
 

Trafalgar Class  (Hunter-Killer) (4) 
Torbay (1985),   Trenchant (1986),   Talent (1988) 
Triumph (1991) 
 

Astute Class   (Hunter-Killer) (3) 
Astute (2010).   Ambush (2013).   Artful (2016) 
 

Vanguard Class   (Nuclear Ballistic Missile)  (4) 
Vanguard (1993),   Victorious (1995) 
Vigilant (1996)        Vengeance (1999) 
 

One Comment On Line said a serving UK Attack 
Submariner crewman said ‘They are commonly referred 
to as the 'Unmagnificent Seven'!  It has also been said 
that four submariners have now released a Pop Song 
called ‘We all Live in a Dead Submarine’.  No doubt more 
sense of humour on this very unfunny situation are likely 
to be on line and in the press in the coming weeks. 
 

I also Personally Reflect on the figure 7 of our remaining 
submarines the near identical number of submarine 
‘Squadrons’ the Royal Navy had when I joined it mid 
1960’s!  Also the fact we now only have one CinCFleet, 
and remember the sadness early 1970’s when we closed 
down the Far East Fleet with the last three vessels to 
leave the area being HMS Eagle flying the flag of 
COMFEF (Commanding Officer Far East Fleet) who 
struck his flag for the last time, and also accompanied by 
the Leander Frigate, HMS Scylla and HMS/M Finwhale.  
As a communicator, I remember Wireless Telegraphy 
and Commcen’s worldwide though never served in any 
until late in my career as I was always at sea at this time!! 
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FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF DERBY TO HM SUBMARINERS SERVICE EVENING CELEBRATION 
 

FoC EVENING MEAL APPLICATION FORM 
 

THE PARK, TOBY CARVERY 
Toby Carvery, Nottingham Road, Derby, DE21 6LZ     01332 662504 

 

Friday 28 April 2016 
18:30 for 18:45hrs 

 

Please mark your TWO COURSE choices Clearly with a choice from the box below e.g. M1, P2,  A blank box will be taken that 
you have declined that course.  I need your individual Food Orders In with Full Payments By *** please.   
 

All Cheques are to be made out to DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS, and I am happy to receive an emailed order form with payment 
made electronically into our DS Account.  If you do not already hold these details, then please contact me to be advised. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE Our Members WWII will be called to dine first, thence by table so despite being a carvery at least people will be 
dining by table and this also cuts down queuing time.  This hopefully addresses the complaints received at Christmas due to a larger 
group than we normally have at a lunch club.  Veggie choices will be advised when known so enquire to Terry direct please? 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY SO I CAN READ YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
(and please do not forget to PRINT your names in un-joined up writing!) 

 

MEMBERS NAME  _________________________________ 
 

Please book me the 
following 

Name 

(Block Capital Please) 

Main 

Choice M1-M5 

Sweet 

Choice P1-P2 
COST PER PERSON 

1 DS Member    £6.00 

2 DS Guest    £11.00 

3 DS Guest    £11.00 

4 DS Guest    £11.00 

 Total Number     
 

THE CHOICES 

MAIN PUDDING 
M1  Traditional 3 Roast Carvery with Vegetables P1  Bramley Apple Crumble bottomless Custard 

M2  Traditional 3 Roast Carvery with Salad P2  Profiteroles with Belgian Chocolate Sauce & whipped cream 

M3  Veg Option: Spice Carrot & chickpea Wellington P3  Honeycomb Dream Sundae with flake 

M4  Veg Option Pepper & Pomegranate Tart, couscous P4  Dairy Ice Cream & Flake (State Sauce Flavour) 

 Sauce Flavs:  Strawberry, Belgian Choc, Devon Cream Toffee, Lemon 
 

* Please ensure to advise any choices such as Sauce or Custard indicated 
Terry Hall, Derbyshire Submariners, 69 Station Road, STANLEY VILLAGE, Derbyshire, DE7 6FB 

 

 

FEDERATION OF NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS (FNA) 
 

AGM/REUNION/SOCIAL WEEKEND 
To be held at the Prince of Wales Hotel, Southport, PR8 1JS 

Friday 19-22 May 2017 
£126 PER PERSON Bed Breakfast & Evening Meal 

 

3 Nights Half Board, All Accommodation en suite, Entertainment Fri/Sat 
£2 car park charge per night per car on site, and a Weatherspoon’s opposite the Hotel! 

 

Derbyshire Submariner Bookings have been made for 2017 but there is still the opportunity subject to availability to book direct 
with the hotel.  For those unaware what the FNA is about?  It is a group formed several years ago to help small ailing 
Associations, and groups of matelot’s or even individuals who like a Reunion without the big mess dinners, and expensive 
guests which obviously impacts on the price of the weekend.  So basically, the FNA negotiates a deal such as this and a 
group or individual just turn up to do their own thing or enjoy a weekend.  DS joined a couple of years ago and we have 
enjoyed weekends in Mill Rythe, Folkestone and Southport at a very reasonable rate.  Last year our group of 10 enjoyed 
doing their own thing during the day and meeting up to sit as a group for meals and for the evening entertainment.  Three 
of us attended the AGM on the Saturday morning whilst the ladies went out and enjoyed the shops across the Road on 
Lord Street and beyond.   
 

A £20 deposit, at time of booking, should be made via cheque, cash or card.  Full payment will be required on check-in. 
There is no surcharge for credit card payments.  Bookings may be made by post or telephone.  Check-in from 3pm; check-
out by 10am.  Please complete this form and send, or phone, to the address/number below, no later than 31st March 
2017.  There is a free cancelation policy up until 2pm on the day of arrival.  If the room is not cancelled it will be classed as 
a no-show, and the guest may be charged for the first night’s stay.  Deposits are non-refundable.  
 

Any other enquiries please contact the Sales Team at the Prince of Wales. 
Prince of Wales Hotel, Lord Street, Southport, PR8 1JS 

Tel: 01704 536688 Fax: 01704 5436932   Email: Conf719@britanniahotels.com 
  

mailto:Conf719@britanniahotels.com
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS  2017 MONTHLY LUNCHEON CLUB 
 

THE NEW INN,  2 Duffield Road, Little Eaton, DE21 5DR 
Wednesday 29th Mar 2017  12:00 for 12:15 

 
Directions are from the ring road/A38 roundabout and enter Little Eaton.  Proceed past the 
Garden Centre and STW Works on the right taking the first Left on Duffield Road and the Pub is 
on the right.   Turn immediately right before the pub and there is extensive car park to the rear. 
 

 

The New Inn is served by the Belper 7:1  and the Trent Barton 9’s Services 
showing approx every 20 minutes from Derby Bus Station to the main Alfreton Road, Little Eaton 
 

Please ensure you ring (or email) me about a week/fortnight before to save me from having to ring everyone 
 

Pub Legends - Trusty Favourites Lunch Bunch 2 Course £5.00/3Crses 
£6.00 Small Portions Main & Sweet 

Born to Grill and Giant Plates 
(Most dishes give choice chips/French Fries) 

Steak & Marston Ale Pie £7.00 STARTER  (See Note One Below) 8oz Rump Steak, Chips or French Fries £8.00 

Hunters Chicken, chips& side salad £7.50 Breaded Mushrooms 8oz Sirloin Steak, chips, Onion rings £9.00 

Beef Lasagne, salad, Garlic Bread  £6.50 Mexican Nachos for One 8oz RumpSteak, SkinnyMoo Tomo/Salad £8.00 

Beef Lasagne NO Garlic Bread £5.50 Mac ‘n’ Cheese Bites 8oz Rump topped fried Eggs £9.00 

Chips or French Fries per portion £2.00 * Note If you would prefer a starter to Pudding or Mixed Grill Chick/4ozsteak/Gammo, egg £9.50 

Chilli Jack Mac Macoroni pasta £7.50 2 or 3 courses please see important note below 8oz Gammon  Egg OR Pineapple Chips £7.00 

Battered Fish&Chips peas/mushy £8.00 MAINS 16oz Gammon, Egg&Pineapple Chips&P £8.50 

Chilli Bowl Beef or Sweet Potato £6.00 4oz Gammon & Egg OR Pineapple 10oz Pork T Bone , Chips or French Fries £8.00 

Cottage Pie & Chips £6.50 Mini Fish & Chips Peas or Mushy? Grill Toppers          5 Scampi £2.50 

Golden Scampi chips, peas/mushy £7.00 Sausage & Mash  Peas& Gravy Sauteed Mushrms £1.50  Homemade Coleslaw £1 

All Day Breakfast £4.50 Hunters Chicken, Chips, & Salad Garnish Peppercorn Sauce and Cheese & BBQ Sauce   £1 

Mega All Day breakfast 4saus etc £6.50 Chicken & Stuffing Pie, Chips & Garden Peas Ruby Murrays  (Curry’s)  

Chicken & Sweetcorn Salad £6.50 Ham & Eggs, Egg & chips With Chip/Rice, nann, a poppadum & Mango chutney 

  Chilli Jack Mac garlic bread side salad (From one spice to four spice in strength)  

Jacket Potatoes  SWEETS 1, Chicken Tikka Masala £6.50 

Butter & Salad Garnish  Bramley Apple Crumble 1, Smoky Veg Jambalay £6.50 

Cheddar Cheese & BakedBeans £4.00 Sticky Toff Pudding 1, Caribbean Chicken Curry £6.50 

Tuna Mayonnaise £4.00 Chocolate Fudge Cake 2, Charred Chicken Pathia £6.50 

Pepperoni & Ham £4.00 Vanilla Flavour Ice Cream 4, Beef Madrass £6.50 

  See note 2 for drink offer with Lunch Brunch Add Poppadum & Dip OR Nan Bread  

Note One.  Lunch Bunch.  If Starters are ordered as a choice we direct these come out with the main course otherwise everyone else is delayed in 
getting their meal as the pub will not serve until all starters dealt with, and everyone will have to wait until that course is finished – Been There!! 

Note Two.  Lunch Brunch Drink.  Add £1 for Fosters, Strongbow, Any Draught Ale, Sol, 175ml house wine, Gordons G&T, J2O, Pepsi or Fruit Shoot 
Add £2 for Guiness, Stella, Bulmers, Smirnoff Ice, WKD Blue or 250ml glass of house wine.257ml    Add 50p for a cup of tea or coffee 

Note Three.  There is a new summer menu due out late March which may mean changes to the menu which will not be issued until mid March, but will 
be far too late to distribute.  Thus submit your bookings on this menu and I will advise of anything no longer available to change if need be. 

 

For those online view the menus on:  http://  No on line menu at present. 
 

 

Please order and pay your own sweets either before or after the meal.  Unless part of the two course Brunch 
 

The New Inn Little Eaton 01332 834403 
 
 
 

2017 DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS SOCIAL LUNCH CLUB PROGRAMME 
 

2017 DAY/DATE VENUE   
March Wed 29 The New Inn, Little Eaton   
April Fri 28 18:30pm The Park Carvery, Chaddesden Freedom of City Celebration PM  
May Wed 31 The May Sum Chinese, Derby Chinese Buffet Lunch  
June Wed 28 Newdigate Arms, West Hallam AFD Celebration  
July Wed 26 The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop   

August Wed 30 T.B.A. To Be Decided  
September Wed 27 Oak & Acorn, Oakwood   

October Frid 20 7pm Traf Dinner, Hallmark Hotel, Derby Trafalgar Dinner  
November Wed 29 Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook Carvery Lunch Club  
December Wed 13 To Be Decided by Members Let the Sec know your ideas Pse?  
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Every Month D&D Breakfast Club on 1st Saturday of 
every month, open to all ex-service at The Maypole Café 
Bar & Theatre, 42 Brook Street, Derby, DE1 3PH 
Full English for Breakfast £3.95 

 

Quiz Answer Pg 9:  Max Horton QGM DS Member 
 
 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & 1 year Back Issues on Derbyshire Submariners Web Page 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
 

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always reflect the 
official policy, or the decisions of the Derbyshire Submariners 

  

   03 Mar DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   04 Mar SM2 Sunshine Sqn Reunion   
  

10-13 Mar Ton Class Spring Meeting Portsmouth (Sec Away) 
  

   13 Mar Commonwealth Day Flag Raising 10am River Gdns 
  

   17 Mar Coffee Morning, Derby Council House, RMA 
  

24-26 Mar SA AGM & Reunion, Holiday Inn, Leicester 
  

   29 Mar Lunch Club  The New Inn, Little Eaton 

 

  

   06 Apr DS AGM  TS Kenya Thurs 7pm  TBC 
  

   10 Apr D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   22 Apr Derby Live St Georges Day Parade 10:15 
Starts at St Peters Street to the Waterfall MP Derby 

  

   23 Apr St Georges Day Parade 2:15pm Market Pl Derby 
  

   28 Apr Lunch Club  The Park 7pm Freedom of City Do 
  

   30 Apr The Long Run Home  3 Army men doing 9 

Marathons in 9 Days  Meet Mayor Derby TBA 

 
 

  

   05 May DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

19-22 May FNA AGM/Reunion Southport  Prince of Wales 
  

   24 May Derby Mayor Making Ceremony.  Details to follow 
  

  31 May Lunch Club  The May Sum, Derby 12:15pm 

 

  

   02 Jun DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

08 June to 
23 July 

Poppy Wave,  Silkmill, Derby 

See Article Page 5 Derbyshire Deeps Dec 2016 
  

   19 June AF Week  Flag Raising Time TBA 
  

   23 June D&D Coffee Morning  The Spot 10-12 
  

   23 June D&D AF Forces Lunch  The Spot 12:30 for 1pm 

Details to Follow please advise Terry if interested 
  

   24 Jun Army Event 162 Regt on the Market Place All Day 
  

   24 June AFD Liverpool  Main Event local events TBA 
  

  28 June Lunch Club  The Newdigate, West Hallam AFD 

 

  

   01 July W5795 75th Anniversary  Stanley Village 11:30 

Substantial Flypast applied for and Village Fete 
  

   07 July DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

15 July to 
19 Nov 

Poppies: Wave   CWGC Plymouth Naval  

Memorial, The Hoe  (DBR 5 August 2017) 
  

  26 July Lunch Club  The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop 
  

   31 July Passchendaele Event Derby 11am Market Place 

 

  

   04 Aug DS Meeting.  No Meeting held in August 
  

   04 Aug Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, TS Kenya 
  

04-07 Aug Dieso Boats Reunion.  Plymouth (See 15 July) 

Added attraction of Poppy Waterfall on the Hoe 
  

18 Aug Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, SSAFA 
  

   30 Aug Lunch Club  TBA 

 

  

   01 Sept DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   01 Sept Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, RBL Oakwd 
  

   01 Sept Merchant Navy Day  12 Noon Market Place  
  

11 Sept D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   22 Sept Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, RNA 
  

   27 Sept Lunch Club  Oak & Acorn, Oakwood, Derby 
  

   29 Sept Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, Sherwd For’s 
  

   29 Sept TS Kenya Presentation Evening 18:45 

 

  

   06 Oct DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

13-16 Oct Ton Class AGM/Reunion Hallmark Hotel, Derby 
  

20 Oct Trafalgar Dinner  Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel 

 

  

   03 Nov DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   05 Nov Submariners Embankment Parade, London 
  

   08 Nov Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 10am 
  

   11 Nov DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services 
10am  Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave 

ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25 
  

   11 Nov Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner 

11 am Derby & District Service 
  

    11 Nov DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning  Jubilee Club 
 

O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs 
    12 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   29 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

   01 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

  13 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBA 

 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

