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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

 How Long a Minute is Depends 
on what Side of the Toilet Door 

You Are On! 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

Well we had the first taste of Winter and if that is the worst 
that is thrown at us it will do me!  However, suspect more 
to come before we start warming up and getting the logs 
ready for next winter!  The DS January informal meeting 
was enjoyed by some old hands (Page 2) and on the 
same page I have sourced some DS or HM Submarine 
Hoodies at a reasonable price if anyone is interested.  I 
would be grateful if anyone would show Jim Hunt how the 
mouse mat works, but as he says ‘What’s a computer’ 
this could take some time!  All your normal news from the 
submarine world, and the Derbyshire Deeps or Trade 
Journal is jam packed again with articles and I hope 
things of interest.  It’s your NL, tell me is not and give me 
feedback. 
 

It was good to attend the HMS Truculent Memorial in 
Chatham (Page 17), and even better to read (Page 15) 
that for the first time since 1968 no HM Forces losses in 
2016 but unfortunately there will still be names to go on 
the wall at Alrewas as is the nature of serving in HM 
Forces.  I have been asked what is to be seen at Pompey 
and that is covered (Page 13) as well as a duplicate form 
for those that wish to book and a reminder those that pre-
booked last year that it is now time to send the balance 
please; made out to DS.  On the subject of money all but 
two of the DS Subscriptions are now paid with one 
member serving who we will support, as he could be 
away at sea.  We have obtained the first SAIL Welfare 
Update which has some interesting revelations on and 
these are detailed on (Page 19) with the details of the new 
£1 piece with the old ones ceasing to be legal tender but 
as these are unlikely to be mattress stuffing like £20 notes 
not expected to be as much of a problem to empty all your 
piggy banks and check all your pockets not forgetting 
down the side of the settee. 
 

There was sad news that Bernie Page MBE the Chairman 
of the Derby & District Ex Services Assn passed away on 
Sunday 8 Jan (Page 18) but no details of the funeral 
arrangements yet known but expected to be in Derby 
Cathedral due to Bernard being the ex RBL County 
Chairman but I will advise when known. 
 

It only remains for me to wish our Sovereign Loyal 
Greetings for 6 Feb 2017 the actual date of the Sapphire 
Jubilee, marking 65 years since the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth II to the throne, Long May She Reign. 
 

Terry Hall 
Derbyshire Deeps Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer ‘ 
Derbyshire Submariners’ 

Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 
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DS NEW YEAR SOCIAL DISCUSSIONS 
It was good to have an informal chat and pint at the 
Jubilee on Friday 6 Jan instead of a normal DS Meeting.  
The discussions were a combination of putting the world 
to rights, and an enjoyable swinging the lights session 
and of course wishing each other Happy New Year. 
 

The general news, and the newspaper reports on the fact 
that this time last year the Royal British Legion Women’s 
Section had 32,000 members now reduced to 16,000 
Members over the Trustee’s failed attempt to close them 
down, and even though the Trustees, were forced to U-
Turn; the damage had been done.  It was discussed how 
this drastic loss was mirrored by decision making in other 
high profile charities, including many ex RN ones!  
However, I after 50 years membership of the RBL 
particularly find the RBL action atrocious to treat 
members the way the women have been treated, and to 
say the reform was needed to maximise charitable funds 
for beneficiaries by reducing duplication between two 
arms of the organisation is a load of codswallop.  It was 
nothing more than an ill thought out accountants or 
marketing person’s idea who has no idea what the RBL 
was about, our purpose from 1921, and the Motto of 
‘Service Not Self’ has been abandoned as the ex Service 
dwindle who traditionally have carried out all the jobs 
mostly on a voluntary basis.  The conversation turned to 
the demise of the RBL Clubs in Derby, a fact not known 
by some.  The flagship Mickleover Club on Ypres Road is 
a new modern building on the site of the original club 
which was demolished with the club now at the back of a 
housing estate, and no longer prominent from the road.  
Most of the other clubs have closed as RBL clubs 
including Littleover, Allenton, Alvaston, Normanton, 
Chaddesden and Darley though it is understood Allestree 
is still going? 
 

Jim, our Derby Pub Guru whose ‘Office’ is the Oak and 
Acorn at Oakwood had his extensive knowledge of the 
current pub scene in Derby updated.  Well known pubs 
such as the The Mitre, Allenton, is closed and The 
Meadows Inn, Chequers Road, surrendered its licence 
last year.  The Queens Head reopening in Ockbrook 
takes the village’s tally of pubs back to a remarkable four.  
The Abbey, Darley Abbey, has reopened after briefly 
closing before Christmas, and across the road, the Paper 
Mill, (ex RBL Darley Abbey).  Terry advised that the 
famous Derby Winter Beer Festival is again to be held at 
the Roundhouse and runs from Weds 15 to Sat 18 
Feb.  It’s worth going to visit the massive roundhouse and 
several present spoke of the Steam Engines that were 
serviced on the giant turntable in the building.  You can 
get in free with your Bus Pass on some afternoon 
sessions, and of course free with a Camra Card.  Terry 
also spoke of the City Charter Festival 5-9 July in the 
Market Place in Derby.  Was anyone interested in a visit 
after the Friday meeting 7 July as a bit of a social?  It is 
appreciated not everyone enjoys ‘real ale’ but it is a free 
day out, and especially the Winter Festival a unique 
opportunity to view this wonderful site of Derby’s 
industrial heritage now part of Derby University.  There is 
a free bus from the Council House to the Roundhouse 
site, or you can amble down the river Derwent path for 
the exercise.  However, do not bank on crossing the 
railway station bridge as this is NOT a right of way but by 
getting off the bus at the Alexandra pub (The one with the 
Dieso Train engine in the car park) or The Brunswick next 
door you can ‘duck’ under the railway line and cut your 
walking down considerably.  An enjoyable lunchtime in 
good company is good surroundings. 

DS THE YEAR AHEAD 
 

The Truculent Memorial after the informal meeting 
detailed in column one is followed by the Derby & District 
AGM on Monday 16 January.  At the time of writing I have 
just been advised of the death of the Chairman of the 
D&DexSvcAssn, Bernard Page MBE which is a sad loss.  
The end of the month of January will be the first lunch 
club of the year which is at the Admiral Sir John Warren 
in Ilkeston.  Our first proper meeting is on Friday 3 Feb 
when we will broach the proposals to date for our DS 
AGM, but unfortunately there is no stampede to take on 
any position in DS or the SA liaison secretary.  There 
were no response from the SA Derbyshire members for 
any proposals or nominations nor any volunteers to 
attend conference in Leicester or the SA Reunion 
Weekend.  Those who have booked the FNA Weekend 
are reminded that your provisional bookings were made 
last year but will need the final payment of £100 each in 

early February for me to pay and send this off please.  
Anyone else who wishes to book can do so directly with 
the Prince of Wales direct via the booking form on page 
18 of this newsletter.  It would be handy to know who is 
travelling, and if you want to offer capacity to any other 
member who does not have transport and the cost is for 
individuals to arrange. 
 

POTENTIAL SLOPS AVAILABILITY 
Many years ago I brought a couple of 
the HM Submarines Hoodies which 
went out of fashion (stock) and were 
not replaced by the RNSM Shop, and 
the cost/minimum numbers made it 
uneconomical to get them locally due 
to set up charges of the Submariners 
Dolphins.  However, I have sourced a 
supplier where we can get a hoodie 
as below in dark navy with grey 
interior with two choices: 

a.  Dolphins & HM Submarines wording (as Below) 
b.  Dolphins & Derbyshire Submariners wording 
for a price of a maximum of  £25 each.  I intend to 
replace my two hoodies with one of each option and if 
anyone else is interested please let me know or I can 
show you mine after I have ordered them.  Obviously it 
will keep the cost of post & packing down if we submit a 
bigger order than two so if anyone is interested please 
pay £25 per hoodie stating size S,M,L, XL, XXLarge, 
XXXLarge and it will be more convenient to stick to the 
Dark Blue with grey interior.  Any questions or queries or 
enquires for further information please contact me 
soonest.  Details of the garments are;- 
1. Two colour combinations 
2. Unisex design 
3. Twin needle stitching detailing 
4. Double fabric hood with contrast inner 
5. Contrast flat lace draw cords 
6. Kangaroo pouch pocket with small opening for 

earphone cord feed 
7. Hidden earphone loops 
8. Ribbed cuff and hem 
9. Worldwide Responsible Accredited Production 

(WRAP) certified production 
10.  Children’s sizes are available. 
 
I had a personalised mouse from the 
same source about £5 with 
Derbyshire Submariners on and 
again if interested contact me. 
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UNPOLITICALLY CORRECT PAGES 
 

Editor:  I was going to mention thanks to Australian 
Sense of humour for some of these jokes but somehow 
saying nice to have some contributions from Down Under 
could be misconstrued in the circumstances! 
 

A Female Dwarf goes to a doctor complaining of an 
embarrassing itch in the groin area.  The doctor looks her 
up and down, picks her up and stands her on his desk.  
He lifts up her skirt and puts his head under.  A little 
perplexed, she hears snip, snip, snip, snip.  The doctor 
emerges from under her skirt.  ‘How’s that? he asks?  
‘Well, it’s a lot better actually’ she says, ‘but the tickling 
itch is still there.’  Undaunted, he dives back under her 
skirt. Snip, snip, snip, snip.  Out he comes.  ‘How’s that?’ 
he asks again more confident.  ‘That’s wonderful!  What 
did you do?’ she asked.  ‘I trimmed the top off your Ugg 
boots.’ the doctor replied. 
 

A Three Badge Stoker Submariner told his wife, ‘I've 
got a problem.’  She stopped him right there.  ‘No dear, 
WE have a problem.  We're in this together.  We married 
for better or for worse.  Therefore, your problem is our 
problem.’  The submariner sighed in relief.  ‘Well, now it's 
hardly worth mentioning.  But his wife was insistent.  ‘Go 
ahead Malcolm, tell me. What's wrong?’  Malcolm 
answered, ‘Well, somehow, we got your sister pregnant!’ 
 

A Distraught Senior Citizen phoned her doctor's office. 
‘Is it true,’ he wanted to know, ‘that the medication you 
prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?’  ‘Yes, 
I'm afraid so,’' the doctor told him.  There was a moment 
of silence before the gentleman replied, ‘I'm wondering, 
then, just how serious is my condition, because this 
prescription is marked 'No Repeats'. 
 

A Boy was watching his father, a vicar, write a sermon.  
‘How do you know what to say?’ he asked.  ‘Why, God 
tells me.’  ‘Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?’ 
 

Important Facts To Remember As We Grow Older: 
 

No. 9  Death is the number 1 killer in the world. 
 

No. 8  Life is sexually transmitted. 
 

No. 7  Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at 
which one can die. 
 

No. 6  Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky panky, 
and they can't tell them apart.  If you see a gleam in his 
eyes, make him a sandwich. 
 

No. 5  Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day.  
Teach a person to use the Internet and they won't bother 
you for weeks, months, maybe years. 
 

No. 4  Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying 
in the hospital, dying of nothing. 
 

No. 3  All of us could take a lesson from the weather.  It 
pays no attention to criticism. 
 

No. 2  In the 1960's, people took LSD to make the world 
weird.  Now the world is weird, and people take Prozac to 
make it normal. 
 

No. 1  Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers.  What you do 
today may be a burning issue tomorrow. 
Please share this wisdom with others while I go to the 
toilet again! 
 

Can you Imagine an attempt being made on Donald 
Trump’s life?  All those secret service men having to 
shout, ‘Donald Duck’. 

A Good Looking Man walked into an agent's office in 
Hollywood and said, ‘I want to be a movie star.’  Tall, 
handsome, and with experience on Broadway, he had the 
right credentials.  The agent asked, ‘What's your name?’  
The man said, ‘My name is Penis van Lesbian.’  The 
agent said, ‘Sir, I hate to tell you, but in order to get into 
Hollywood, you are going to have to change your name.’  
‘I will NOT change my name!  The van Lesbian name is 
centuries old, I will not disrespect my grandfather by 
changing my name.  Not ever.’  The agent said, ‘Sir, I 
have worked in Hollywood for years.  You will never go 
far in Hollywood with a name like Penis van Lesbian !  I'm 
telling you, you will have to change your name or I will not 
be able to represent you.’  ‘So be it!  I guess we will not 
do business together,’ the many said and he left the 
agent's office.  Five Years Later, the agent opens an 
envelope sent to his office.  Inside the envelope is a letter 
and a cheque for $50k.  The agent is awe-struck, who 
would possibly send him $50k? He reads the letter 
enclosed.  Dear Sir, Five years ago, I came into your 
office wanting to become an actor in Hollywood , you told 
me I needed to change my name.  Determined to make it 
with my God-given birth name, I refused.  You told me I 
would never make it in Hollywood with a name like Penis 
van Lesbian.  After I left your office, I thought about what 
you said.  I decided you were right.  I had to change my 
name.  I had too much pride to return to your office, so I 
signed with another agent.  I would never have made it 
without changing my name, so the enclosed cheque is a 
token of my appreciation.  Thank you for your advice.  
Sincerely, Dick van Dyke 
 

Life is short.  Drink the good wine first’ 
 

Children in Church 
 

A Little Boy was attending his first wedding.  After the 
service, his cousin asked him, ‘How many women can a 
man marry?’  ‘Sixteen,’ the boy responded.  His cousin 
was amazed that he had an answer so quickly.  ‘How do 
you know that?’  ‘Easy,’ the little boy said.  ‘All you have 
to do is add it up, like the vicar said, 4 better, 4 worse, 4 
richer, 4 poorer.’ 
 

After a Church Service on Sunday morning, a young 
boy suddenly announced to his mother, ‘Mum, I've 
decided to become a priest when I grow up.’  That's okay 
with us, but what made you decide that?’  ‘Well,’ said the 
little boy, ‘I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and 
I figure it will be more fun to stand up and yell and shout, 
than to sit and listen.’ 
 

Ms. Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw 
pictures of their favorite Bible stories.  She was puzzled 
by Kyle's picture, which showed four people on an 
airplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to 
represent.  ‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was his reply.  Pointing 
at each figure, Ms. Terri said, ‘That must be Mary, 
Joseph, and Baby Jesus.  But who's the fourth person?’  
‘Oh, that's Pontius the pilot!’ 
 

A Little Girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he 
read her a bedtime story.  From time to time, she would 
take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his 
wrinkled cheek.  She was alternately stroking her own 
cheek, then his chin again.  Finally she spoke up, 
‘Grandpa, did God make you?’  ‘Yes, sweetheart,’ he 
answered, ‘God made me a long time ago.’  ‘Oh,’ she 
paused.  ‘Grandpa, did God make me too?’  ‘Yes, indeed, 
darling,’ he said, ‘God made you just a little while ago.’  
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed, 
‘God's getting better at it, isn't he ?’ 
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A Little Girl became restless as the preacher's sermon 
dragged on and on.  Finally, she leaned over to her 
mother and whispered, ‘Mummy, if we give him the 
collection money now, will he let us go?’ 
 

Tony and Yvonne were 85 years old and had been 
married for sixty years.  Though they were far from rich, 
they managed to get by because Tony watched their 
pennies.  Though not young, they were both in very good 
health, largely due to Yvonne's insistence on healthy 
foods and exercise for the last decade.  One day, their 
good health didn't help when they went on yet another 
holiday and their plane crashed, sending them off to 
Heaven.  They reached the pearly gates, and St. Peter 
escorted them inside.  He took them to a beautiful 
mansion, furnished in gold and fine silks, with a fully 
stocked kitchen and a waterfall in the master bathroom.  
A maid could be seen hanging their favourite clothes in 
the closet.  They gasped in astonishment when he said, 
'Welcome to Heaven.  This will be your home now.'  Tony 
asked Peter how much all this was going to cost?  'Why, 
nothing,' Peter replied, 'remember, this is your reward in 
Heaven.'  Tony looked out the window and right there he 
saw a championship golf course, finer and more beautiful 
than any ever built on Earth.  'What are the greens fees?,' 
grumbled Tony.  'This is heaven,' St. 
Peter replied. 'You can play for free, 
every day.'  Next they went to the 
clubhouse and saw the lavish buffet 
lunch, with every imaginable cuisine 
laid out before them, from seafood to 
steaks to exotic deserts, free flowing 
beverages.  'Don't even ask,' said St. 
Peter to Tony.  This is Heaven, it is all free for you to 
enjoy.'  Tony looked around and glanced nervously at 
Yvonne.  'Well, where are the low fat and low cholesterol 
foods and the decaffeinated tea?,' he asked?  That's the 
best part,' St. Peter replied. 'You can eat and drink as 
much as you like of whatever you like and you will never 
get fat or sick.  This is Heaven!'  'No gym to work out at?' 
said Tony.  'Not unless you want to,' was the answer.  'No 
testing my sugar or blood pressure or...'  'Never again.  All 
you do here is enjoy yourself.'  Tony glared at Yvonne and 
said, 'You and your sodding Bran Flakes and low fat crap, 
we could have been here ten years ago!' 
 

Oh Heck!  His request approved, the BBC News 
photographer quickly used a mobile phone to call the 
local airport to charter a flight.  He was told a twin-engine 
plane would be waiting for him at the airport.  Arriving at 
the airfield, he spotted a plane warming up outside a 
hanger.  He jumped in with his bag, slammed the door 
shut, and shouted, 'Let's go'.  The pilot taxied out, swung 
the plane into the wind and took off.  Once in the air, the 
photographer instructed the pilot, 'Fly over the valley and 
make low passes so I can take pictures of the fires on the 
hillsides.'  'Why?' asked the pilot.  'Because I'm a 
photographer for the BBC' , he responded, 'and I need to 
get some close up shots.'  The pilot was strangely silent 
for a moment, finally he stammered, 'So, what you're 
telling me, is, You're NOT my flight instructor?' 
 

A World Health Organisation (based in Geneva, 
Switzerland) study shows that eating ham and salami 
while drinking a glass of good wine at each meal, reduces 
the risk of becoming an Islamic Terrorist by exactly 100%. 
 

I Have Tried to see some people’s things from their point 
of views, I really have, honest.  But no matter how hard I 
try I just can’t stick my head that far up my own backside. 

In a Derbyshire, remote hamlet lived an old lady, a virgin, 
and very proud of it.  Sensing that her final days were 
rapidly approaching, and desiring to make sure 
everything was in proper order when she dies, she went 
to the nearest town's undertaker (who also happened to 
be an ex Postal worker) to make proper ‘final’ 
arrangements.  As a last wish, she informed the   
undertaker that she wanted the following inscription 
engraved on her tombstone: ‘Born a Virgin, Lived as a 
virgin, Died a Virgin’.  Not long after, the old maid died 
peacefully.  A few days after the funeral, as the 
undertaker/ex postal worker went to prepare the 
tombstone that the lady had requested, it became quite 
apparent that the tombstone she had selected was much 
too small for the wording that she had chosen.  He 
thought long and hard about how he could fulfil the old 
maid's final request considering the very limited space 
available on the small piece of stone.  For days, he 
agonised over the dilemma, but finally his experience as 
a postal worker allowed him to come up with what he 
thought was the appropriate solution to the problem.  The 
virgin's tombstone was finally completed and duly 
engraved, and it read as follows:  ‘Returned Unopened’. 
 

God's Plan For Aging.  Most seniors never get enough 
exercise.  In His wisdom God decreed that seniors 
become forgetful so they would have to search for their 
glasses, keys and other things thus doing more walking. 
And God looked down and saw that it was good.  Then 
God saw there was another need.  In His wisdom.  He 
made seniors lose co-ordination so they would drop 
things requiring them to bend, reach and stretch.  And 
God looked down and saw that it was good.  Then God 
considered the function of bladders and decided seniors 
would have additional calls of nature requiring more trips 
to the toilet, thus providing more exercise.  God looked 
down and saw that it was good.  So if you find as you age, 
you are getting up and down more, remember it’s God’s 
will.  It is all in your best interest even though you mutter 
under your breath. 
 

Sign Language for the aged.  Old Bill, my neighbour, was 
working in the garden the other day and his wife Jean was 
about to take a shower.  Bill couldn't find the rake so 
yelled up to her, ‘Where's the rake?’  She couldn't hear 
him and she shouted back, ‘What?’  Bill pointed to his eye 
and then pointed to his knee and made a raking motion.  
Jean wasn't sure and said, ‘What?’  Bill repeated the 
gestures, ‘Eye - Kneed - the Rake’  Jean replied that she 
understood and signalled back.  She first pointed to her 
eye, next she pointed to her left breast, then she pointed 
to her rear, and finally to her crotch.  Well, there is no way 
in hell Bill could even come close to that one.  
Exasperated, Bill went upstairs and asked her, ‘What the 
hell was that message meant to mean?’  Jean replied, 
‘Eye – Left Tit – Behind – the Bush’!!! 
 

How Can You tell a Cat from a Comma?  A cat has claws 
at the end of its paws.  A comma is a pause at the end of 
a clause!  So any complaints on my ‘grammar’ blame our 
two cats!  I normally do anyway! 
 

A Submariner and Skimmer were chatting over a pint.  
The skimmer says to the submariner, ‘If I was to sneak 
over to your house and had sex  with your wife while you 
were off fishing, and she got pregnant and had a baby, 
would that make us related?’  The submariner looked 
thoughtful and, scratched his head, and squinted his eyes 
thinking real hard about the question.  Finally, he says 
‘Well I don't know about being related, but it would 
certainly make us even’ 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

Talking Old School 
and New School I 
have noted that the 
younger generation 
have a terrible 
awareness of where 
they actually are due 
to overuse and 
reliance on Satnavs.  
The CDF (*See 
below) of what to do 
in the event of an 
electronic failure or 
even a motorway 
closure leaves the youngsters totally adrift as they seem 
incapable of navigation without the Satnav.  * CDF 
Common Dog Factor, the application of pure common 

sense (a quality not measurable by written examinations) 
in solving a problem.  Jackspeak.  Of course, ex matelots 
will know that in everyday conversation the word Factor 
was changed somewhat! 
 

THE TWO TIFFS 
 

A Tiff got a job at the 
Portsmouth Art Gallery.  At 
his job interview he was 
asked what he knew about 
Art, and responded that as 
an ex Tiff it was a well 
known fact that Tiffs know 
everything!  He got the job 
and a few weeks later 
while he was on duty, a 

husband and wife were staring at a portrait that had them 
completely confused.  The painting depicted three black 
men totally naked, sitting on a bench.  Two of the figures 
had black penises, but the one in the middle had a pink 
penis.  The Tiff as duty curator of the gallery realised that 
they were having trouble interpreting the painting and 
offered his personal assessment.   He went on for over 
half an hour (as Tiffs do) explaining how it depicted the 
sexual emasculation of 
African Americans in a 
predominately white 
patriarchal society.  ‘In 
fact’, he pointed out, 
‘some serious critics 
believe that the pink penis 
also reflects the cultural 
and sociological 
oppression experienced 
by gay men in 
contemporary society’.  
After the curator left, an ex submariner cook approached 
the couple and said, ‘Would you like to know what the 
painting is really about?’  ‘Now why would you claim to be 
more of an expert than the curator of the gallery’, asked 
the couple?  ‘Because I am the artist, who painted the 
picture’, he replied, ‘In fact, there are no African 
Americans depicted at all.  They're just three Diesel 
Submariners come in from a six week patrol, and the one 
in the middle managed to slip off home for lunch before 
they could get a shower’.  Editor; It is rumoured this was 
in HMAS Platypus and the submariners were waiting on 
the bench for their turn to use the sauna and showers 
provided on the jetty for the submarine crews. 

Diesel & Shale by Cyril Tawney 1930-2005 
 

On the fifth of November back in fifty-three, 
The big man at Dolphin sure he sent for me: 

'I brought you here, boy, 'cause I want you to know 
We've booked you a berth in the water below, 
With the diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 

We've booked you a berth with the diesel and shale.' 
 

Well, when I protested: 'I'm no volunteer', 
He said: 'We ain't had one in many a year, 

But that's a wee secret between you and me; 
There's many a pressed man down under the sea, 

With the diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
Down under the sea with the diesel and shale.' 

 

'Oh doctor, dear doctor, I don't think I'm well.' 
'Well, never mind, sonny, we'll very soon tell. 

Try holding your breath while I count up to three. 
There, that proves that you're fit to go down under the sea,' 

With the diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
To go down in the sea with the diesel and shale.'  

 

I went to the storeroom to gather me rig 
They gave me a sweater ten sizes too big, 

I crawled down the boat like an old polar bear, 
And I says to me self:  'There's a smell in the air, 

And it's diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
There's smell in the air and it's diesel and shale.' 

 

A push on the klaxon and a ring on the gongs, 
And then I was down where no mortal belongs, 

Where the air's going bad and the bread's getting stale, 
And they mix you a nightcap of diesel and shale, 

Diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
They mix you a nightcap of diesel and shale. 

 

Keep walking, keep walking, you foolish young man, 
You know that I never would give you my hand. 
Your hair is too thin and your face is too pale, 

Cause you spend too much time with your diesel & shale, 
Diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 

You spend too much time with your diesel and shale. 
 

We circled the Med. for a summer or two, 
Where the sun is so warm and the water so blue. 
Well, that's what they tell me, but I wouldn't know, 

'Cause the view ain't so good when you're stuck down below, 
With the diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 

When you're stuck down below with The diesel and shale. 
 

Then the big man at Dolphin he told me at last: 
'lt's time you went back to a ship with a mast.' 

I feel like a Jonah a-leaving the whale 
Cause l'm saying goodbye to the diesel and shale, 

The diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
I'm saying goodbye to the diesel and shale. 

 

Oh Crabby, dear Crabby, I bid you adieu, 
And Synagogue Dick and The Black Mamba too. 

l'll do all me travelling by road and by rail, 
And you know what to do with your diesel and shale, 

Diesel and shale, diesel and shale, 
You know what to do with your diesel and shale. 

 

* Shale.  Shale oil was used as a lubricant  Whilst looking 
up the word I rediscovered Diesel Weasels excellent RN 
Service story which I enjoyed re-reading and it was 
serialised some years ago in Derbyshire Deeps with his 
permission, so hopefully the rerun extract makes you 
smile and reminds you of similar submariner experiences 
and escapades when we were young & hearty? 
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RN SUBMARINE TRAINING 
© By Diesel Weasel 

However, halfway through Royal Guard training , the 'Big 
Man at Dolphin, he sent for me'. Grieved as I was to 
have to leave the gunnery staff of Collingwood behind, 
and with it the chance to parade before the monarch, I 
answered the call and was reunited with my erstwhile 
classmates on Part 1 submarine training.  The Royal 
Navy's Submarine School was then situated at HMS 
Dolphin, Gosport.  Conveniently placed by the entrance 
to Portsmouth harbour, it was also the home base of the 
First Submarine Squadron and the HQ of Flag Officer 
Submarines (FOSM).  The main road in Dolphin ran 
alongside the seawall, quite pleasant in summer when I 
joined, but a different matter in mid-winter when the wind 
and salt-spray came in horizontal off the Solent.  Part of 
the ethos of the Submarine School in the early seventies 
was to give new recruits to submarines a week doing 'fun' 
things. One of these was a trip to a shooting range 

somewhere in Portsmouth, so off 
we set in a boat complete with 
rifles and bag meals.  Sailors and 
guns, it was never going to end 
happily! Incredibly we all survived 
the live firing to return to Dolphin, 
but for some reason the Petty 
Officer in charge was not going 
back with us. Showing a shocking 
lack of judgment, he put me in 

charge of getting the squad across Portsmouth dockyard 
to catch the boat back to Dolphin at Ramilles Steps.  
Some of the class were old salts retraining for submarines 
and, to cut a long story short, they prevailed upon me to 
'march' them via a Dockyard canteen they happened to 
know!  So there we were, a squad of tyro submariners 
with side arms akimbo queuing for tea and sticky buns at 
the canteen adjacent to that holy of holies, HMS Victory.  
I'm still scarred by the memory of Victory's Royal Marine 
staff sergeant, with the maddened eyes and demeanour 
of an enraged bull, charging down the gangway to have 
a 'quiet' word with ‘whichever ****ing joker is in charge of 
this ****ing shambles!’; my, was he excited.  He got one 
of his corporals to march us out of public view, and down 
to Ramilles steps and make sure that ‘These ****ing 
clowns get on the’****ing boat’; it would appear that an 
extensive vocabulary is not a requirement of your Royal 
Marine.  Having been safely escorted to Ramilles Steps, 
we had a giggle over the incident on the boat over.  And 
it was so nice of the Master-at-Arms to be there to meet 
us when we got back to Dolphin. 
 

So upon such foundations a career in submarines began. 
I survived Submarine School including the ascents up the 
submarine escape tank which all would-be submariners, 
Prince Charles and sundry Blue 
Peter presenters must 
complete.  After a short spell as 
Spare Crew, during which I was 
introduced to scrubbing the 
main batteries by one Ginge 
Sarsfield of HMS/M Roqual 
(something that would become 
all too familiar throughout my 
time in boats), I was drafted 
HMS/M Opportune on 10 Dec 
1973 and was to stay with her 
for almost thirteen years with only a brief break for 
Leading Hands' course back at Collingwood. 

Opportune was a conventional Oberon class patrol 
submarine. She was in fact a 'Super O', one of the later 
boats of the class which were, in turn, a development of 
the Porpoise class. The basic design of the Oberon class 
was based on the German XXI class of U Boat which 
were considered, by both sides, to be the finest 
submarines to come out of the Second World War.  The 

Oberon’s had a fine reputation 
as the quietest submarines of 
their day. They were powered 
by diesel, a fact apparent as 
soon as you stepped aboard. 
The smell of a diesel 
submarine, or indeed a diesel 

submariner, was unmistakably diesel. This was 
celebrated by Cyril Tawney in his song Diesel and 
Shale (shale oil was used as a lubricant).  My arrival 
coincided with torpedo loading, not a time when a young 
would-be submariner could be guaranteed a warm 
welcome.  I was curtly sent below by the trot sentry 
‘Report to the 'swain’.  Nor did Coxswain (Sheila) 
Sharrocks seem overly glad to see me, he sent me back 
aft with a flea in my ear; apparently, I should address him 
as Coxswain not, under any circumstances, as 'swain.  
He sent me aft to report to the POLTO (Petty Officer 
Electrical), Ginge Steer, who was not particularly 
welcoming.  I was 'turned to' straight away replacing the 
brushes on the 100kw motor generators; I did such a bad 
job that they had to replace all the brushes I'd just 
replaced.  The POLTO, had a fatherly word in my ear, 
with good advice explicitly saying what he would do to my 
body should I ever cause him to be late getting to the bar 
again.  So, began my career as a member of the Motor 
Room team on Opportune. 
 

Astute-Class Fleet Submarine 
Displacement: 

Surfaced:  7,000 to 7,400 t 
(7,300 long tons; 8,200 short tons) 
Submerged:  7,400 to 7,800 t  

(7,700 long tons; 8,600 short tons) 
Length:  97 m (318 ft 3 in) 
Beam:  11.3 m (37 ft 1 in) 
Draught: 10 m (32 ft 10 in) 

Propulsion: Rolls-Royce PWR 2 reactor, MTU 600  
  kilowatt diesel generators 
Speed:  30 kn (56km/h; 35mph),  

Range:  Unlimited 
Endurance: 90 days 

Test Depth: Over 300 m (984 ft 3 in) 
Complement: 98 (capacity for 109) 
Sensors and processing systems: 

Thales Sonar 2076,  Atlas DESO 25 echo sounder 
2 × Thales CM010 optronic masts,   

Raytheon Successor IFF 
Armament: 6 × 21 in (533 mm) torpedo tubes with 

stowage for up to 38 weapons:[7] 
Tomahawk Block IV cruise missiles 
Spearfish heavyweight torpedoes 

 
We Could Learn a Lot from Crayons: some are sharp, 
some are pretty, some are dull, some have weird names, 
and all are different colours, but they all exist very 
nicely in the same box.  I suppose it is similar to 
Submariners who all live or lived in the same steel tube?  
Isn’t it a shame that the same lessons, tolerance, and 
situation does not seem to be achieved by some people 
as they grow older? 
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Forces Braced for More Cuts in Defence 
Ben Farmer, The Telegraph 27 Dec 2016 

The Armed Forces have begun secretly preparing for 
another round of defence cuts despite the recent boost in 
funding, The Daily Telegraph can reveal.  Senior defence 
sources have disclosed that there is not now enough 
money available for the various spending commitments 
already made and therefore more savings are necessary.  
Last year's Strategic Defence and Security Review 
(SDSR), which was supposed to fix defence plans for the 
rest of the decade, may have to be effectively reopened.  
David Cameron pledged to increase defence spending to 
the equivalent of 2% of GDP to meet Britain's Nato 
commitments. However, the ‘increase’ also meant that 
certain expenditure including pensions and UN 
peacekeeping are now included in the two-percent 
commitment - a move described as ‘creative accounting’ 
by senior MPs.  The fall in the value of sterling compared 
to the dollar has also meant that new American-sourced 
equipment, which has already been ordered, is 
significantly more expensive to buy.  The services are 
now preparing to take ‘very tough decisions’ in the coming 
months as they are expected to find savings and new kit 
may be delayed. 
 

A well-placed source said:  The problem is the SDSR 
wasn’t really properly funded for the first couple of years. 
The other problem is that there were so many other things 
rolled into the 2% that didn’t used to be there before.  It’s 
looking like 2018 or 2019 before things get any easier.  
On top of that, the Treasury demanded efficiencies and 
then when we have to make those efficiencies it’s very 
painful.  There are going to be some very tough decisions 
in the next two or three months.  The MoD announced 
last month it was selling off a large amounts of its estate 
and forcing the Army, Navy and RAF to quit a raft of 
historic bases around the country, leaving several regions 
without a military footprint.  Recent months have seen a 
string of controversial cuts including the Navy losing anti-
shipping missiles and its only repair ship, RFA Diligence.  
The RN is already understood to have recently been 
forced to ask ministers for extra money to cover the cost 
of refitting generators on its Type 45 destroyers after a 
string of power failures.  Prof Malcolm Chalmers, Deputy 
Director-General of the Royal United Services Institute, 
said the Armed Forces were in for a tough few years.  He 
said the Government boasted the defence budget was 
growing over the next five years, but in reality, it had 
largely flattened out at present and would not increase 
significantly until the end of the decade.  He said: ‘It’s only 
good in comparison with first Cameron term.  The five 
years after 2010 were very tough indeed.’  He added: 
‘The government likes to give the impression we are now 
in a steady period of growth but the magnitude of those 
increases is very, very small.’  He went on: ‘It’s very tight 
for the next three or four years and what’s happening to 
the exchange rate is adding an additional strain.’ 
Editor;  I wonder how much Fort Blockhouse will raise? 

2017 is The Year of the Navy 
Ministry of Defence, 1 January 2017 

2017 is set to be the year of the Royal Navy as it prepares 
to welcome new ships to the fleet, following one of their 
busiest years since the end of the Cold War.  Defence 
Secretary Sir Michael Fallon has paid tribute to thousands 
of personnel involved in the wide range of key tasks that 
the Navy has been engaged with in 2016.  This includes 
responding to Russian activity in the North Sea, English 
Channel and North Atlantic, supporting EU and NATO-led 
operations in the Mediterranean and Aegean, helping 
safeguard our overseas territories, and taking the fight to 
Daesh by leading a US Navy task force in the Gulf. 
 
Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:  We are 
investing billions in growing the RN for the first time in a 
generation with new aircraft carriers, submarines, 
frigates, patrol vessels and aircraft all on their way. 2017 
is the start of a new era of maritime power, projecting 
Britain’s influence globally and delivering security at 
home.  At the peak of activity in 2016, Naval service 
personnel were involved in 22 operations at home and 
abroad, serving on nearly 30 ships, submarines, support 
vessels and Fleet Air Arm squadrons.  8,325 sailors and 
Royal Marines in all.  This pace of operations will continue 
throughout the festive period and well into 2017, during 
the first quarter of next year, one third of the Royal Navy’s 
front-line strength will be on global operations.  As well as 
these missions, led by the maiden voyage of Britain’s 
biggest ever warship, the aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth, a raft of new ships will either commence build, 
be launched or be delivered to the fleet as part plans to 
expand the size and strength of the Royal Navy to meet 
its growing commitments around the world. 
Key milestones in 2017 include:  HMS Queen 
Elizabeth, will sail from Rosyth, ready to conduct sea 
trials in summer and debut in Portsmouth later in the year;  
Her younger sister HMS Prince of Wales will enter the 
water for the first time in the summer as work on her 
continues and is due to be formally named in the autumn;  
Design and Manufacture will begin on the multi-million 
pound Crowsnest, the early-warning ‘eyes in the sky’ 
system for the helicopters that will protect the new 
carriers;  In the summer, steel will be cut on the first of 
eight Type 26 frigates in Glasgow;  The first of four Tide-
class tankers, RFA Tidespring, crucial for supporting the 
new aircraft carriers, will arrive from South Korea in the 
spring to undergo UK customisation work;  Similarly, the 
first of the Navy’s five next-generation patrol ships, HMS 
Forth will begin her sea trials;  The fourth Astute Class 
submarine will enter the water for its commissioning 
phase in spring;  The keel for the seventh and final 
Astute-class submarine – as yet unnamed – will be laid in 
2017 as work continues apace on the fifth and sixth, HMS 
Anson and HMS Agamemnon in Barrow;  The opening of 
the first permanent RN base East of Suez in nearly half a 
century.  On the operational front:  Vanguard-class 

submarines will carry out the 48th year of continually 
providing our at-sea nuclear deterrent;  HMS Ocean will 
continue to lead the US Navy’s carrier task group in the 
Gulf until February, supported by Type 45 destroyer HMS 
Daring providing air defence;  RM’s & the Commando 
Helicopter Force will carry out three months of winter 
training in Norway to protect NATO’s northern flank;  and 
numerous frigates, Minehunters survey and patrol ships 
of the RN & support ships of the RFA will continue to 
protect UK interests in the Baltic, Gulf, Indian Ocean, 
Mediterranean, Caribbean, North and South Atlantic. 

http://www.navybooks.com/
mailto:info@navybooks.com


 8 

Did Sweden Make USA Nuclear S/M’s Obsolete? 
Sebastien Roblin The Buzz, 30 Dec, 2016 

Nuclear-powered submarines have traditionally held a 
decisive edge in endurance, stealth and speed over 
cheaper diesel submarines.  However, new Air 
Independent Propulsion (AIP) technology has 
significantly narrowed the performance gap on a new 
generation of submarines that cost a fraction of the price 
of a nuclear-powered boat.  A conventional submarine’s 
diesel engine generates electricity which can be used to 
drive the propeller and power its systems.  The problem 
is that such a combustion engine is inherently quite noisy 
and runs on air, a commodity in limited supply on an 
underwater vehicle. Thus, diesel-powered submarines 
must surface frequently to recharge their batteries.  The 
first nuclear-powered submarines were brought into 
service in the 1950s.  Nuclear reactors are quieter, don’t 
consume air, and produce greater power output, allowing 
nuclear submarines to remain submerged for months 
instead of days while traveling at higher speeds under 
water.  These advantages led the US Navy to phase out 
its diesel boats in favour of an all-nuclear powered 
submarine fleet.  However, most other navies have 
retained at least some diesel submarines because of their 
much lower cost and complexity. 
 

In the 1990s, submarines powered by Air Independent 
Propulsion (AIP) technology entered operational use. 
Though the concept dated back to the 19th century and 
had been tested in a few prototype vessels, it was left to 
Sweden to deploy the first operational AIP-powered 
submarine, the Gotland-class, which proved to be 
stealthy and relatively long enduring.  The 60-meter long 
Gotland’s are powered by a Stirling-cycle engine, a heat 
engine consuming a combination of liquid oxygen and 
diesel fuel.  Since then, AIP powered-submarines have 
proliferated across the world using three different types of 
engines, with nearly 60 operational today in fifteen 
countries.  Around fifty more are on order or being 
constructed.  China has 15 Stirling-powered Yuan-class 
Type 039A submarines with 20 more planned, as well as 
a single large Type 032 missile submarine that can fire 
ballistic missiles.  Japan for her part has eight medium-
sized Soryu class submarines that also use Stirling 
engines, with 15 more planned for or under construction. 
The Swedes, for their part, have developed four different 
classes of Stirling-powered submarines.  Germany has 
also built dozens of AIP powered submarines, most 
notably the small Type 212 and 214, and has exported 
them across the globe. The German boats all use electro-
catalytic fuel cells, a generally more efficient and quiet 
technology than the Stirling, though also more complex 
and expensive. Other countries intending to build fuel-cell 
powered submarines include Spain (the S-80), India (the 
Kalvari-class) and Russia (the Lada-class).  Finally, 
France has designed several subs using closed-cycle 
steam turbine called MESMA.  Three upgraded Agosta-
90b class subs with MESMA engines serve in the 
Pakistani Navy. 
 

Nuclear vs. AIP:  Who Wins?:Broadly speaking, how do 
AIP vessels compare in performance to nuclear 
submarines?  Let’s consider the costs and benefits in 
terms of stealth, endurance, speed and cost.  Stealth:  
Nuclear powered submarines have become very quiet, at 
least an order of magnitude quieter than a diesel 
submarine with its engine running.  In fact, nuclear-
powered submarines may be unable to detect each other 
using passive sonar, as evidenced by the 2009 collision 

of a British and French nuclear ballistic missile 
submarines, both oblivious to the presence of the other.  
However, there’s reason to believe that AIP submarines 
can, if properly designed, swim underwater even more 
quietly.  The hydraulics in a nuclear reactor produce noise 
as they pump coolant liquid, while an AIP’s submarine’s 
engines are virtually silent.  Diesel-powered submarines 
can also approach this level of quietness while running on 
battery power, but can only do so for a few hours whereas 
an AIP submarine can keep it up for days.  Diesel and AIP 
powered submarines have on more than one occasion 
managed to slip through anti-submarine defences and 
sink American aircraft carriers in war games. Of course, 
such feats have also been performed by nuclear 
submarines. 
 

Endurance:  Nuclear submarines can operate 
underwater for three or four months at a time and cross 
oceans with ease.  While some conventional submarines 
can handle the distance, none have comparable 
underwater endurance.  AIP submarines have narrowed 
the gap, however.  While old diesel submarines needed 
to surface in a matter of hours or a few days at best to 
recharge batteries, new AIP powered vessels only need 
to surface every two to four weeks depending on type. 
(Some sources make the unconfirmed claim that the 
German Type 214 can even last more than 2 months.) Of 
course, surfaced submarines, or even those employing a 
snorkel, are comparatively easy to detect and attack.  
Nuclear submarines still have a clear advantage in 
endurance over AIP boats, particularly on the long-
distance patrols.  However, for countries like Japan, 
Germany and China that mostly operate close to friendly 
shores, extreme endurance may be a lower priority. 
 

Speed remains an undisputed strength of nuclear-
powered submarines. U.S. attack submarine may be able 
to sustain speeds of more than 35 miles per hour while 
submerged.  By comparison, the German Type 214’s 
maximum submerged speed of 23 miles per hour is 
typical of AIP submarines.  Obviously, high maximum 
speed grants advantages in both strategic mobility and 
tactical agility.  However, it should be kept in mind that 
even nuclear submarines rarely operate at maximum 
speed because of the additional noise produced.  On the 
other hand, an AIP submarine is likely to move at 
especially slow speeds when cruising sustainably using 
AIP compared to diesel or nuclear submarines.  For 
example, a Gotland class submarine is reduced to just 6 
miles per hour if it wishes to remain submerged at 
maximum endurance, which is simply too slow for long 
distance transits or traveling with surface ships.  Current 
AIP technology doesn’t produce enough power for higher 
speeds, and thus most AIP submarines also come with 
noisy diesel engines as backup. 
 

Cost:  Who would have guessed nuclear reactors are 
incredibly expensive?  The contemporary U.S. Virginia 
class attack submarine costs $2.6 billion dollars, and the 
earlier Los Angeles class before it around $2 billion in 
inflation-adjusted dollars.  Mid-life nuclear refuelling costs 
add millions more.  By comparison, AIP powered 
submarines have generally cost between $200 and $600 
million, meaning a country could easily buy three or four 
medium-sized AIP submarines instead of one nuclear 
attack submarine.  Bear in mind, however, that the AIP 
submarines are mostly small or medium sized vessels 
with crews of around 30 and 60 respectively, while 
nuclear submarines are often larger with crews of 100 or 
more.  They may also have heavier armament, such as 
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Vertical Launch Systems, when compared to most AIP 
powered vessels.  Nevertheless, a torpedo or missile 
from a small submarine can hit just as hard as one fired 
from a large one, and having three times the number of 
submarine operating in a given stretch of ocean could 
increase the likelihood chancing upon an important 
target, and make it easier to overwhelm anti-submarine 
defences.  While AIP vessels may not be able to do 
everything a nuclear submarine can, having a larger fleet 
of submarines would be very useful in hunting opposing 
ships and submarines for control of the seas.  Nor would 
it be impossible to deploy larger AIP powered 
submarines; China has already deployed one, and 
France is marketing a cheaper AIP-powered version of 
the Barracuda-class nuclear attack submarine.  It is no 
surprise that navies that operate largely around coastal 
waters are turning to cheap AIP submarines, as their 
disadvantage are not as relevant when friendly ports are 
close at hand.  The trade off in range and endurance is 
more problematic for the U.S. Navy, which operates 
across the breadth of the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian 
Oceans.  This may explain why the U.S. Navy has shown 
little inclination to return to non-nuclear submarines. 
However, AIP submarines operating from forward bases 
would represent a very cost-effective and stealthy means 
to expand the Navy’s sea-control mission. 
 

The Real German Submarine Scandal 
Victor Gilinsky  Bulletin of the Atomic Scientist 4 Jan 
Israel is absorbed with a ‘submarine scandal’ that centres 
on improprieties in the award of a billion-dollar contract 
under which Israel would acquire three new advanced 
German submarines.  (Germany has already delivered 
five of the subs, on a previous contract for six.) It came to 
light that the prime minister’s personal lawyer was on the 
payroll of the submarine builder, ThyssenKrupp.  Then it 
turned out that Iran, which figures heavily in the motive 
for getting the submarines, owns 4.5% of ThyssenKrupp 
and so would gain a profit from their sale.  On top of that, 
there is a Lebanese connection to the German builder, 
too.  But the real scandal is that Germany supplies the 
submarines at all, and does so through a loophole in the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).  Everyone who pays 
attention to the subject understands that the submarines 
are built to carry long-range Israeli cruise missiles armed 
with nuclear weapons.  The German newsmagazine Der 
Spiegel laid out the details in a six-part 2012 series.  The 
missiles’ range is about 1,500 kilometers, which brings 
Tehran within reach from the Mediterranean.  As if to 
erase any doubts, in greeting the arrival of the latest 
submarine, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said it would be equipped with ‘advanced’ Israeli systems 
that would be ‘used first and foremost to deter our 
enemies who strive to extinguish us.  They must know 
that Israel is capable of hitting back hard against anyone 
who seeks to hurt us.’  German government claims that 
they know nothing about the submarines’ nuclear role are 
more than a little ridiculous. 
 

The United States has repeatedly insisted that it is 
committed to strengthening the Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
Here is a good place to begin.  While the treaty prohibits 
nuclear weapon states (that is, the US, Russia, Britain, 
China, and France) from aiding any other state in 
obtaining nuclear weapons, and it prohibits the treaty’s 
non-nuclear weapon state members from receiving such 
aid, it does not specifically prohibit these other members 
from providing nuclear weapon-related assistance, 
including aid to non-members India, Israel, North Korea, 

and Pakistan, all of which now have nuclear weapons.  
The loophole reflects two unrealistic assumptions of the 
1968 treaty.  The first: That member countries outside of 
the five authorised to have nuclear weapons would not 
have any nuclear weapons-related technology to pass 
along to other countries, so an explicit prohibition was 
unnecessary.  The second:  That an effective protective 
system against proliferation could be limited to 
‘safeguarding,’ or keeping track of, the transfer of nuclear 
materials from which nuclear warheads could be 
fashioned.  Thus, the treaty ignores the trade in delivery 
vehicles, even those, such as some missiles and strategic 
submarines, that are entirely devoted to launching 
nuclear warheads.  Examples of the problem: Germany 
(or another NPT member, such as the United States) 
would be in treaty violation if it supplied India, or Israel, or 
North Korea, or Pakistan with a single kilogram of 
plutonium, unless the delivery were covered by 
International Atomic Energy Agency inspection.  If both 
countries provided nuclear bomb designs to any of those 
non-member states, only the United States would be in 
violation of the NPT.  And if they both supplied nuclear-
capable missiles or strategic submarines to any of those 
non-member nuclear states, neither would be in violation 
of a strict reading of the treaty. 
 

But the existence of loopholes in the NPT does not 
diminish the obligation of the parties to act in accordance 
with the treaty’s fundamental objectives.  The treaty 
preamble states that the members believe ‘the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons would seriously enhance 
the danger of nuclear war.’  The obligation to restrain 
nuclear weapons programs of non-NPT states does not 
end when those states obtain nuclear weapons.  By 
providing Israel with strategic submarines, Germany has 
given that non-NPT member an essentially invulnerable 
capacity to strike anywhere in Europe, North Africa, or the 
Middle East with nuclear weapons.  That surely is at odds 
with German (and American) insistence that the NPT is 
the ‘cornerstone’ of their proliferation policy.  The German 
submarine export is perhaps the most glaring 
inconsistency in the nonproliferation policy of the great 
powers.  But Israel is not the only non-NPT member to 
benefit from the disparity between the professed 
commitments, and practices of these countries.  China is 
reputed to have offered Pakistan a warhead design.  And 
Russia has been helping India get started on a nuclear 
strategic submarine.  These cases raise the question: 
Have the keepers of the NPT given up on capping the 
nuclear forces of India, Israel, and Pakistan, or, for that 
matter, any friendly state once it crosses the nuclear 
weapon threshold?  
 

If so, it sends an unfortunate message to prospective 
nuclear weapon states such as Japan and South Korea, 
or perhaps Saudi Arabia and Turkey, that have friendly 
relations with the Western countries.  It tells them that 
once they have sprinted through the politically dangerous 
zone to get their first nuclear warheads, they will be home 
free.  A more responsible step would be to close the 
loophole that allows NPT member states to assist non-
member states with their nuclear weapon programs. 
Realistically, that doesn’t seem to be in the cards, as it 
would impact India and, much more important, Israel.  But 
if the loophole isn't closed, the United States and the 
other principal NPT members should understand that, 
when it comes to the principles of the treaty, winking at 
friendly countries’ evasions is a recipe for the spread of 
nuclear weapons. 
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FAR EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

AUSTRALIA AND FRANCE INSIST ON SECRECY OF 
NEW SUBMARINE DESIGN 

By: AP Sydney 19 December, 2016 
The Australian and French defense ministers said 
Monday that they have given top priority to concealing 
design details of a new Australian submarine after data 
was leaked from French shipbuilder DCNS about a 
submarine built for India. French Defense Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said the mutual concerns of France and 
Australia to avoid a repeat of such a leak were addressed 
in an agreement on protecting classified information 
signed in Paris last week.  ‘Our determination is total and 
our cooperation is just as total as our determination,’ Le 
Drian told reporters through an interpreter in Sydney. 
Australia announced in April that DCNS, a French state 
majority-owned company, had been chosen to design 12 
diesel-electric submarines at a cost of at least 56 billion 
Australian dollars ($41 billion).  Le Drian was in Australia 
to sign a bilateral agreement on Tuesday to create a 
DCNS-Australia partnership to build the world’s largest 
conventionally powered submarines in Australia.  Fears 
were raised in August that India’s Scorpene subs could 
be compromised by the leak of sensitive data from DCNS. 
The Australian newspaper reported that the information 
was suspected to have been taken in 2011 by a DCNS 
subcontractor.  The Indian government later said that the 
leaks had been investigated and that the subs’ security 
had not been compromised. DCNS has been contracted 
to build six of the Scorpene conventionally powered subs 
in Mumbai.  Australian Defense Minister Marise Payne 
said Monday that design security for Australia’s 97-meter 
(318-foot) -long Shortfin Barracuda subs ‘is a first-order 
issue for both of us.’ 
 

Thailand Progresses Chinese S/M Procurement 
Jon Grevatt, Bangkok - IHS Jane's Defence Weekly  
The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) expects to submit a proposal 
within the next few months to procure the first of three 
S26T (Thailand) diesel-electric submarines from China, 
IHS Jane's understands.  Under an 11-year procurement 
plan currently being finalised by the RTN, funding for the 
first boat will be sourced from the 2017 defence budget. 
Orders for two additional boats would be expected before 
2021-22, with payments to China continuing until 2027, 
sources have confirmed to IHS Jane's.  The total value of 
the programme is expected to reach about USD1.12 
billion, making it Thailand's most expensive acquisition 
along with its procurement of 12 Saab Gripen fighter 
aircraft, which were ordered in two batches in 2008 and 
2010. 
 

Pakistan Fires First Submarine-Launched 
Nuclear-Capable Missile 

Channel News Asia, 09 January 2017 
Pakistan has fired a submarine-launched cruise missile 
(SLCM), a nuclear-capable Babur-3, from a submerged 
platform at an undisclosed location off the Pakistani coast 
for the first time ever. The Babur-3 has a range of 450km 
and is designed for the Navy's Agosta-class diesel-
electric submarines, which have been modified to carry 
SLCMs, though a test from an Agosta has yet to occur. 
The full operational capability of a nuclear SLCM 
theoretically adds stability to the perennially tense 
Pakistan-India relationship under Pakistan's nuclear 
deterrence strategy; Islamabad could be less concerned 
about using its land-based nuclear weapons before losing 
them to an Indian attack, though this assumes that the 

Agostas are survivable enough to allow a second-strike 
option. However, the presence of nuclear arsenals on 
both sides of the border has not stopped regular deadly 
flare-ups between the two rivals. 
 

MIDDLE EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

EGYPT TAKES DELIVERY OF FIRST TYPE 209 S/M 
Jane's, 13 December 2016 

The Egyptian Navy has taken delivery of its first German-
built Type 209/1400 submarine.  The boat, so far known 
as S41, is the first of four of the 1,400-tonne submarines 
purchased first in 2011 and then in 2014, when the order 
was expanded from two to four vessels.  The diesel-
electric boats, which will be armed with both torpedoes 
and missiles, are part of a broader effort to build the 
Egyptian Navy, which has included the purchase of two 
Mistral-class amphibious assault ships from France that 
were originally built for Russia.  The Type 209 has been 
popular on the export market, and has seen service in 14 
navies since the first variant was introduced in 1971. Fifty-
nine Type 209s of various classes remain in service 
around the world. 
 

USA SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Fleet of 12 Nuclear S/M’s in Line for USA Approval 
Bloomberg, 04 January 2017 

Plans to procure 12 new nuclear submarines for the US 
Navy (USN) were endorsed by the Pentagon this week. 
The outgoing US Undersecretary for Acquisition signed a 
decision memo that advances the Columbia-Class of 
nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs), 
which are set to replace the US Navy's (USN) 14 Ohio-
class SSBNs.  The memo moves the Columbia program 
to ‘Milestone B’, which authorises full development of the 
follow-on boat, which is projected to begin construction in 
2021 and enter service in 2031.  An estimated USD $13 
billion in R&D and $115b in procurement has been 
earmarked for 12 Columbia boats, an initiative that is 
likely to see support from the incoming Trump 
administration, which has advocated a 350-ship USN. 
 

Boat Builders Respond to Submarine Building Plans 
Navy Times 9 January 2017 

Submarine builder Electric Boat of Groton, Conn would 
be able to meet the expectations of an ambitious U.S. 
Navy shipbuilding plan, given the time and resources, 
company president has said.  The Navy released a 355-
ship proposal last month that calls for adding 47 ships, 
including 18 attack submarines.  It would be the biggest 
shipbuilding boom since the end of the Cold War.  The 
company has been asked whether Electric Boat could still 
build two attack submarines a year, or even three, when 
a new class of ballistic-missile submarines is under 
construction.  He told an Associated Press reporter 
afterward that the company would be able to meet the 
Navy's expectations but would have to expand its 
workforce, supplier base and facilities.  The General 
Dynamics Corp. subsidiary builds two Virginia-class 
attack submarines with Newport News Shipbuilding in 
Virginia annually.  Electric Boat also is designing the 
ballistic-missile submarines.  Construction on those ships 
isn't expected to begin any sooner than the fall of 2020. 
Once construction begins, the production of attack 
submarines will typically be one a year.  About 3,000 
submarine suppliers operate in 47 states.  A new 
programme at the Community College of Rhode Island 
began Monday with its first class of Electric Boat trainees. 
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Britain Struggling to Confront Rising 
Russian Submarine Incursions, Experts Warn 

Cahal Milmo The News Essentials 28 Dec, 2016 
Britain is facing an increasing number of incursions by 
Russian submarines through a strategic ‘choke point’ in 
the North Atlantic and is struggling to confront Moscow’s 
increasingly muscular activity in or close to the UK’s 
territorial waters, experts have warned.  It’s left us with 
our pants down.  While the RAF has been regularly 
scrambled to intercept Russian military aircraft nearing 
British airspace, a parallel effort by President Vladimir 
Putin’s naval forces to probe the defences of the UK and 
its Nato allies across a large swathe of the Atlantic has 
been kept out of the public eye.  The stretch of ocean 
between Greenland, Iceland and UK, known as the GIUK 
gap, was a key Cold War hotspot as Soviet submarines 
en-route to operations in the Atlantic sought to evade 
British and Nato surveillance.  Worsening relations 
Moscow’s desire to re-establish itself a major military 
power amid worsening relations with the West has seen 
a fresh rise in incidents involving submarines around the 
GIUK gap.  The MoD does not make public any statistics 
relating to foreign incursions in UK territorial waters, 
defined as the area stretching 12 miles from the coast. 
The MoD has rejected an FOI request requesting details 
of such incidents on the grounds of national security.  But 
figures collated from information in the public domain, 
including media reports, shows there has been a sharp 
increase in the number of known naval approaches or 
encroachments into UK waters.  Of ten incidents between 
2005 and 2015, eight occurred in the last three years. A 
further encounter happened in Oct this year when up to 
three Russian submarines sailing with a convoy headed 
for Syria were tracked by a Royal Navy submarine as they 
passed through the Irish Sea.  Nuclear secrets Experts 
have warned that the incursions fit a pattern of Russia 
testing the defences of Britain and other Nato countries 
as well as seeking potentially crucial information about 
the UK’s nuclear deterrent based in Faslane, Scotland. 
 

On at least two occasions in the last 12 months, the RN 
has been scrambled off the Scottish coast to investigate 
suspicions that a Russian submarine was tracking one of 
Britain’s Vanguard-class boats carrying Trident missile in 
an attempt to obtain an ‘acoustic fingerprint’ to allow the 
vessels to be tracked. Dr Andrew Foxall, director of the 
Russia Studies Centre at the Henry Jackson Society, a 
London-based think-tank, said:  Through its intrusions, 
Russia has been able to gain valuable information about 
the chain of command, and preparedness of elements 
within the UK defence system.  Russia’s submarines, 
which lurk off naval bases in Scotland, seek even more 
sensitive information, the ‘acoustic signature made by the 
Vanguard submarines.  If Russia were able to obtain a 
recording of the ‘signature’, it would have serious 
implications for the UK’s nuclear deterrent.  Russia would 
be able to track Vanguards and potentially sink them 
before they could launch their missiles.  Monitoring The 
intensification of Russian interest in Britain and the GIUK 
gap has raised concerns about the UK’s ability to monitor 
and contain any threat it may pose.  On both occasions 
when Moscow’s submarines were suspected of operating 
off Faslane, Britain had to seek assistance from allies, 
namely Canada, France and the U.S’s, in its efforts to 
track the intruder.  The decision to scrap the RAF’s entire 
fleet of Nimrod surveillance aircraft has, in the words of 
one figure with knowledge of the UK’s defence 
capabilities, ‘left us with our pants down’. 

The MoD this summer placed an order for nine state-of-
the-art American surveillance jets, the Boeing P-8 
Poseidon to replace the Nimrods but the first delivery is 
not due until 2019 at the earliest.  Cuts Magnus 
Nordenman, director of the Transatlantic Security 
Initiative at the Washington-based Atlantic Council think 
tank, said that Britain and Nato had the ability to track 
Russian submarines but cuts had left then unable to do 
so constantly.  He said: ‘The alliance cannot currently 
afford to do that on a consistent basis, due to the fact that 
naval units have been some of the hardest hit during the 
period of defence austerity.’ Dr Foxall added:  There is a 
fear or concern among Nato members of what might 
happen if they over-react to this Russian activity.  There 
is a fear of getting into a confrontation.  ‘But as Russia 
has become increasingly aggressive in its foreign policy, 
there is a growing realisation that there needs to be a 
more robust response.  An awful lot of Nato members 
over the last decade have got rid of or downsized 
capabilities in the belief that conventional warfare was a 
thing of the past.  Now they are once more having to take 
that threat seriously.  The MoD did not respond to a 
request to comment. 
 
Lord West to Highlight State of UK Maritime Sector 

at Seafarers UK Centenary Dinner 
On 1 Jan 2017 the leading maritime charity, Seafarers 
UK, celebrated the start of its Centenary Year.  To mark 
this anniversary, Seafarers UK is holding a number of 
special Centenary events around the UK during 2017, in 
Liverpool, Bristol, Glasgow and London.  On 28 March, 
exactly 100 years to the day since the first meeting was 
held in 1917 in the City of London to discuss the formation 
of the charity (previously known as King George’s Fund 
for Sailors), Seafarers UK will hold a Centenary 
Celebration Dinner at Guildhall.  The evening, sponsored 
by Ruffer LLP, will involve a drinks reception, a splendid 
three-course dinner, music by the Band of HM’s Royal 
Marines, speeches and a special auction.  Former Head 
of the RN, Admiral Lord West of Spithead is the 
celebrated after-dinner speaker.  ‘Congratulations to 
Seafarers UK on reaching its Centenary’ said Lord West. 
‘I am honoured to speak at this very special event at 
Guildhall and to help highlight and mark 100 years of 
welfare support for seafarers in need, and their families, 
by the leading charity for the entire maritime sector.’  ‘The 
make-up and capability of the UK’s maritime sector has 
changed dramatically since 1917, and whilst we are still 
very much an island nation, with serving seafarers in the 
RN, MN and the Fishing Fleets, the numbers of those 
actively involved is reducing every year.  And I fear that 
with the continued lack of investment in our RN, and the 
ever reducing number of UK cadets entering the 
increasingly global Merchant Navy, the UK will be left 
behind as other major nations build up their maritime 
capabilities, unless more is done to reverse this decline.’  
‘Within this context, there is a very important and 
continued role for Seafarers UK to play, both in helping to 
raise awareness of the need for, and existence of, training 
and job opportunities in the maritime sector, and in 
helping those still serving, but increasingly veterans and 
ex-seafarers, who have fallen on hard times, and their 
families.’  For more details about booking to attend the 
Seafarers UK Centenary Dinner at Guildhall on 28 March 
2017, or information on other Seafarers UK Centenary 
events and projects, please visit www.seafarers.uk or 
send an email to centenary@seafarers-uk.org  
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USA SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Navy Boosts Projections For Virginia-Class S/M’s 
Ana Radelat The CT Mirror 16 December, 2016 

The Navy on Friday boosted its projections of how many 
Virginia-class attack submarines it needs from 48 to 66, 
opening the door to boosting production to three subs a 
year.  The Navy’s new Force Structure Assessment, or 
FSA, would boost the total number of ships and subs to 

355, even more than the 350 
President elect Donald 
Trump has proposed.  The 
FSA provides one more 
aircraft carrier, 16 additional 
large surface combatants, 
four more amphibious 
warfare ships and five more 
support ships, as well as the 

18 additional attack submarines.  But it does not increase 
the number of the new Columbia-class ballistic missile 
submarines, that like Virginia-class subs, are built by 
Electric Boat in Groton. The Navy’s plan would keep the 
number of Columbia-class subs at 12.  Still, Rep. Joe 
Courtney, D-2nd District, said, ‘This is a big deal.  It’s the 
first time the Navy has taken a new look at submarines 
since 2004, and it’s long overdue,’ he said.  Besides 
boosting the Navy’s capabilities to address emerging 
threats, Courtney said an increase in the number of 
submarines would help lessen ‘stressful deployment’ 
because sailors are out at sea for long periods of time.  
It’s having a real impact on people, he said.  Congress 
would have to fund the additional ships and submarines. 
It is conducting its own fleet architecture study and 
considering the possibility of boosting the number of 
attack subs in the fleet to 66, and increasing the pace of 
submarine production from two to three a year.  ‘That’s 
under serious analysis right now, Courtney said.  In a joint 
statement, Sens. Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy 
praised the Navy’s move.  Supporting our submarine fleet 
is not only critical to naval preparedness, but to jobs and 
economic growth in our state, the senators said.  We are 
committed to working with the incoming administration to 
maximise investments in our submarine force within the 
constraints of our national budget and our overall security 
needs. 
 

The FSA said that since the last assessment of the 
Navy’s force was completed, which set the targeted 
strength for ships and subs at 308 by 2021, the global 
security environment changed significantly, with our 
potential adversaries developing capabilities that 
undermine our traditional military strengths and erode our 
technological advantage.  The report said to fully meet all 
expected threats, the Navy would need a fleet of 653 
ships, doubling its budget, ‘which is unrealistic, both now 
and in the future.  Therefore, this demand signal had to 
be balanced against likely future resource levels and risk 
assessments to provide an achievable force to which the 
Navy could aspire,’ the FSA said.  Still, increasing the 
projected growth of the Navy’s fleet by 47 ships and 
submarines is going to require a scramble for money and 
will pit the Navy against the other services that also hope 
to boost their weapons systems.  There is the larger 
question of whether the Navy is going to get a larger piece 
of the pie, Courtney said.  There’s already sparring 
between the Pentagon and the Navy over the Navy’s 
budget, which would have to be approved by Congress.  
The Navy recently submitted a proposed budget for fiscal 

year 2018 that was billions more than the cap set by 
Secretary of Defense Ash Carter.  The fleet expansion is 
aimed at responding to the new threats posed by Russia 
and China, whose naval capabilities have increased 
dramatically in recent years.  Both Russia and China have 
advanced their military capabilities and capacities to act 
as global powers and non-state actors and acquired 
greater access to advanced technologies that power new 
threats to our armed forces, Mabus wrote in a recent 
memo to Carter.  This national security environment is 
undeniably more demanding than any we have 
experienced in the previous two decades, requiring a 
more capable and ready Marine Corps and a larger Navy 
Fleet,’ the outgoing Navy secretary said. 
 
U.S. Tests Upgraded Nuclear-Armed, Submarine 
Launched Trident II D5 Missiles 
Kris Osborn  National Interest 2 Jan, 2017 
The US Navy is test-firing and upgrading its arsenal of 
Trident II D5 nuclear-armed submarine launched missiles 
designed to keep international peace,  by ensuring and 
undersea-fired second-strike ability in the event of a 
catastrophic nuclear first strike on the US.  Firing from the 
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Florida several months 
ago, a specially configured non-armed ‘test’ version of the 
missile was fired from the Navy’s USS Maryland.  This 
was the 161st successful Trident II launch since design 
completion in 1989.  The missile was converted into a test 
configuration using a test missile kit produced by 
Lockheed Martin that contains range safety devices, 
tracking systems and flight telemetry instrumentation, a 
Lockheed statement said.  The Trident II D5 missile is 
deployed aboard U.S. Navy Ohio-class submarines and 
Royal Navy Vanguard-class to deter nuclear 
aggression.  The three-stage ballistic missile can travel a 
nominal range of 4,000 nautical miles and carry multiple 
independently targeted reentry bodies.  The U.S. and UK 
are collaboratively working on a common missile 
compartment for their next generation SSBNs, or ballistic 
missile submarines.  The 130,000-pound Trident II D5 
missile can travel 20,000-feet per second, according to 
Navy figures.  The missiles cost $30 million each.  The 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists further describes the 
weapon, ‘The Trident D5s carry three types of warheads: 
the 100-kiloton W76/Mk-4, the 100-kiloton W76-1/Mk-4A, 
and the 455-kiloton W88/Mk-5 warhead, the highest-yield 
ballistic missile warhead in the U.S. arsenal.’ 
 

Trident II D5 - Nuclear-Armed Missile Upgrade: 
The Trident II D5, first fired in the 1990s, is an upgraded 
version of the 1970s-era Trident I nuclear weapon; the 
Trident II D5s were initially engineered to serve until 
2027, however an ongoing series of upgrades are now 
working to extend its service life.  The missiles are also 
being planned as the baseline weapon for the Ohio 
Replacement Programme ballistic missile submarine, a 
platform slated to serve well into the 2080s, so the Navy 
wants to extend the service life of the Trident II D5 
missiles to ensure mission success in future decades.  
The Navy has been working on technical upgrades to the 
existing Trident II D 5 in order to prevent obsolescence 
and ensure the missile system remains viable for the next 
several decades.  Under the U.S.-Russia New START 
treaty signed in 2010, roughly 70% of the U.S’ nuclear 
warheads will be deployed on submarines.  Within the last 
several years, the Navy has acquired an additional 108 
Trident II D 5 missiles in order to strengthen the inventory 
for testing and further technological development. 
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Royal Maritime Club, Portsmouth 
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/ 

The Club was first established in 1851 on the present site, 
and was known as the Sailors Home.  It was instigated 
by well-meaning local citizens who were appalled at the 
way seamen of the Royal Navy were treated on their 
return home from two or three years at sea and was 
opened to provide respectable home comforts as well as 
a safe place to leave their money.  As far as is known, the 
prefix ‘Royal’ was added in 1855 following a visit by the 
Prince Consort, following which Queen Victoria became 
the Patron of the Club.  Charitable status was granted in 
1883.  It is thought that the addition of the word ‘Club’ may 
have occurred just after WWI.  On 10 Jan 1941 half of the 
building was bombed by enemy action and two months 
later on 10 March the remainder was completely 
destroyed.  The Royal Navy decided to rebuild the Club 
and, through appeals to the Fleet and various Naval 
Funds, the present building was completed and officially 
opened on 4 March 1952, with additional floors opened 
on 17 Dec 1956 and the Families Annexe in 1962.  In 
1988, with funds donated from the China Fleet Club in 
Hong Kong, the Leisure Centre was created.  Throughout 
the years, the Club has evolved into its present form as a 
three star Hotel and has been able to open its doors to 
other categories of members & guests.  However, the 
men and women of the Royal Navy remain as the 
beneficiaries of the Charity. 
 

As is well known the Maritime Club is ideal in that it is 
situated conveniently for the Dockyard and Museum.  The 
creation of a joint RN museum sees many changes and 
the facility to buy one ticket for all and not have to use the 
Gosport Ferry to go between many of the attractions is a 
great bonus.  There are various tickets available including 
a cut price one day ticket but it is unlikely you will see 
everything in a day; thus the Maritime Club is a 
convenient location to stay for a day or two.  The 
Dockyard Museum entry ticket includes the following 
attractions.; 
The Mary Rose Museum.  The museum's extraordinary 
collection of personal, domestic and military items gives 
this famous maritime disaster uniquely human poignancy.  
At the time of writing The Mary Rose Museum is closed 
for conservation and according to the web page due to 
reopen in 2017 
HMS Victory  Walk the decks of the world's oldest 
commissioned warship and sense the men who sailed 
and died with Nelson.  Needing no explanation from me 
but also being renovated and top of masts in process of 
being replaced. 
HMS Warrior 1860.  The world's first iron-hulled warship 
powered by steam as well as sail that changed the 
maritime world forever. Yet ten years later, she was 
obsolete.  You obtain a cracking view of Warrior from the 
Harbour Tour Boat and of course the ‘Spinnaker’ on the 
unrecognisable site of ex HMS Vernon the traditional 
home of the Mine Warfare and Pompey Sweeper 
Squadrons which now hosts the Isle of Wight Ferries a 
small fishing harbour and of course loads of designer 
shops. 
HMS M33.  HMS M33 is an M29-class monitor of the 
Royal Navy built in 1915.  She saw active service in the 
Mediterranean during the First World War, and in Russia 
during the Allied Intervention in 1919.  I visited this last 
year when it opened for the first time and it is a fascinating 
insight into the appalling crew conditions of a very basic 
RN Gun Platform.  You will never complain about your 
messing again!! 

Action Stations.  Taking off in a helicopter and flying into 
battle is something you'll never forget.  One of dozens of 
hands-on activities showcasing today's RN.  Not for the 
faint hearted.  Two Derby Members are remembered for 
their failure after a simulated helicopter ride chasing drug 
runners of being able to quaff a pint afterwards!!  Ideal for 
kids of any age from whatever to eighty!! 
Boathouse 4  A great new family attraction within the 
Historic Dockyard, with exhibitions, hands-on children’s 
activities and a brand new indoor mast climbing 
experience.  Another recent addition and interesting how 
the small boats (Liberty boats etc) were constructed and 
no doubt you will recognise some of these small vessels. 
National Museum of the Royal Navy  One of the world's 
leading maritime museums recounting the experiences of 
the men and women who contributed to the Navy's 
history.  Often missed off many people’s tours, which is a 
pity and the area topical subjects e.g. WWI etc are 
covered.  Covers all era’s and always worth a walk 
around to see what’s new and what you missed before. 
Harbour Tours  A Harbour Tour takes 45 minutes and 
enables visitors to enjoy fascinating views across the 
harbour whilst listening to a lively commentary.  You may 
even be lucky enough to see a warship but apart from the 
odd foreign visiting submarine no proper vessels though 
last year we were treated to lots of Daring’s all parked up! 
Not on the Main Dockyard Site but connected by 

Waterbus transfer subject to the tides and harbour traffic. 
Explosion! Museum of Naval Firepower  An award 
winning museum of naval warfare created within 18th 
century buildings at the Royal Navy's former armaments 
depot of Priddy's Hard, in Gosport.  A must and well worth 
the diversion, even if walked from Gosport.  Unfortunately 
the creek is now badly silted up as no longer an 
operational area and no Napoleonic Prisoners of war to 
dig it out again!  A cracking museum showing the 
evolution of Naval Weaponry where they were once made 
and stored.  The clothing of early Armoury ladies are 
really as sexy as a bag of chips!! 
Royal Navy Submarine Museum  The Royal Navy 
Submarine Museum at Gosport traces the history of the 
submarine, particularly the history of the Submarine 
Service from the tiny Holland 1 to the nuclear-powered 
Vanguard class submarine.  Not a lot to add as covered 
and known by most but do not forget to admire Trevor 
Williamson’s Holland I in front of the original Holland.  Of 
course, if in Derby you can always admire the first Holland 
I model in the Ceremonial Entrance to Derby City Council 
House celebrating Trevor’s Grandpappy AB Pope from 
Derby who served on both Holland I & 5 from 1901. 
Royal Marines Museum  Explore the fascinating history 
of the Royal Marines. Take a walk through history from 
1664 and learn about the people who have become RM’s. 
Plans are afoot to close this historic site so get a visit in 
before that happens and the Officers Mess closes forever 
Waterbus transfers  Between sites (subject to capacity 
and availability, these will run on a first come, first served 
basis).  Calling at Explosion (Subject to Tides), Dolphin 
and Vernon and back to the Dockyard near entrance.  
During the winter months. Navy ships in port will vary 
daily. The entry ticket is subject to Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard terms and conditions which reserves the right 
to change opening times, prices, validity of ticket duration 
and availability of all attractions without notice. 
 

For those with internet connection the site reference is; 
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/?gclid=COrq2pWdrdE
CFU6eGwod_kIE9g  As stated I suggest at least a two 
day visit to get value and see most of the attractions. 

http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/?gclid=COrq2pWdrdECFU6eGwod_kIE9g
http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/?gclid=COrq2pWdrdECFU6eGwod_kIE9g
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RUSSIA/CHINA SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Russia Readies Two of its Most Advanced 
Submarines For Launch In 2017 

Thomas Gibbons-Washington Post 29 Dec, 2016 
Two of Russia’s most advanced nuclear submarines will 
be launched in 2017, despite ballooning programme 
costs and delays, according to a report by a Russian state 
news agency.  Vice Adm. Viktor Bursuk, deputy Cdr of 
the Russian navy, said last week that the ballistic-missile-
carrying, Borei-class Prince Vladimir and the Yasen-M 
attack boat Kazan will be floated out’ by the end of next 
year.  While there had been reports that the vessels 
would be delayed, Bursuk said the navy expects to take 
possession of the vessels within the time limits stipulated 
by the contract’  The terms launched and floated out do 
not necessarily mean the vessels will be ready for sea 
trials and commissioning.  Once they move from the 
shipyard to their docks, more systems will likely need to 
be installed.  The Borei- and Yasen-class boats endured 
a tortuous development cycle as money dried up after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union.  Even though the keel of the 
Yury Dolgoruky, the lead boat of the Borei class, was laid 
down in 1996, the nearly two-football-field-long sub 
wouldn’t join the Russian fleet until 2013.  Likewise, the 
initial Yasen-class vessel, the Severodvinsk, first 
underwent construction in 1993 only to earn its 
commission 20 years later.  Though two other Borei-class 
submarines have entered service following the 
commissioning of the Dolgoruky, the Prince Vladimir will 
be the first of four more advanced Borei-type subs, known 
as the Borei-A class, that will enter the Russian fleet.  
Construction began on the Vladimir in 2012, and in the 
coming years, eight Borei-class submarines; five A-types 
and the three current variants, will be at sea.  On Friday, 
the keel of the eighth and likely final Borei-A class, the 
Prince Pozharsky, was laid down.  A 2013 article written 
by a U.S. naval officer for Proceedings magazine 
discussed the importance of the Borei- and Yasen-class 
submarines.  Lt. Cmdr. Tom Spahn argued that the Borei 
and Yasen classes would become the backbone of the 
Russian sub fleet as the Russian navy sought to 
consolidate the capabilities of its different classes of 
submarines into two types. 
 

The Borei, which means North Wind, costs roughly $890 
million, according to Spahn and has a silent propulsion 
technology much like the new US Virginia attack-class 
nuclear submarines.  The Borei is also capable of 
carrying 16 ballistic missiles, while the Borei-A class is 
rumored to carry 20.  The Yasen class, or Ash Tree, is 
designed primarily to attack other subs, surface ships and 
gather intelligence and requires a crew of only around 90, 
compared with the Virginia class’s 134. Spahn said that 
the relatively small crew size indicates an advanced level 
of autonomy in the Russian sub, as Russia scopes 
undersea cables, a shadow of the US Cold War past.  The 
small crew size and high-tech systems might have 
something to do with its price tag, as the initial Yasen 
boat, the Severodvinsk, costs roughly $1.5 billion.  The 
second vessel, the Kazan will likely cost double that by 
the time it takes to the sea.  The Yasen, according to 
Spahn’s piece, has eight torpedo tubes, capable of 
launching underwater projectiles that can reach roughly 
230 mph.  The Yasen class can also carry a wide array of 
cruise missiles.  In April, the Severodvinsk successfully 
test fired Kalibr cruise missiles, the same type of weapons 
Russia fired into Syria.  Russian submarine activity has 
steadily increased since Russia’s 2014 annexation of 

Crimea in Ukraine.  In Feb, a top NATO admiral, RN Vice 
Adm. Clive Johnstone, said that NATO sub commanders 
are reporting ‘more activity from Russian submarines 
than we’ve seen since the days of the Cold War.’  Earlier 
this month, news reports indicated that two Oscar-II class 
Russian cruise missile submarines were operating near a 
U.S and French aircraft carrier sailing in the eastern 
Mediterranean, setting off a NATO-led hunt for the boats.  
The Russian navy has dozens of submarines, the 
majority of which are Soviet-era nuclear and diesel-
powered subs.  While Russia is trying to churn out new 
vessels, its navy is also modernizing some of its older 
boats.  The U.S Navy, however, has upward of 50 
submarines, all of which run on nuclear propulsion. 
Congress’s most recent defence spending bill authorizes 
the construction of six Virginia-class submarines through 
2019 and has allocated money to replace the aging Ohio-
class ballistic missile submarine. 
 

China's New Ballistic Missile Submarine 
Could Change its Prospects in Nuclear War 

Jeffrey Lin and P.W. Singer Popular Science 10 Jan 
It's stealthier, with a range long enough to attack the U.S. 
from Chinese waters.  New photos of China's latest 
nuclear ballistic missile submarine, the ‘Jin’ Type 094A, 
hints at a much-improved vessel with one that is larger, 
with a more pronounced ‘hump’ rear of the fin, that lets it 
carry 12 submarine-launched ballistic missiles.  First 
seen in late Nov 2016, the Type 094A differs from the 
previous four Type 094 SSBNs, what with its curved 
conning tower, and front base that's blended into the 
submarine hull, possibly to reduce hydrodynamic drag. 
The Type 094A's conning tower has also removed its 
windows.  Additionally, the Type 094A has a retractable 
towed array sonar (TAS) mounted on the top of its upper 
tailfin, which would make it easier for the craft to ‘listen for 
threats and avoid them.  While the original Type 094 is 
considered to be nosier (and thus less survivable) than its 
American counterpart (known, by the way, as the Ohio 
SSBN), the Type 094A is likely to include acoustic 
quieting technologies found on the Type 093A.  More 
importantly, the Type 094A carries a new submarine-
launched ballistic missile (speculated to be the JL-2A), 
which has a 11,200-kilometer range, a significant 
improvement from its predecessor missiles. 

Provided the JL-2A has this kind of range, the new missile 
could reach virtually the entire U.S. without leaving the 
heavily defended Yulin Naval Base (itself complete with 
underground shelters and docks for submarines) in 
Hainan Island.  This vessel's ability to reach global targets 
while lurking in heavily defended coastal waters will 
significantly boost China's second strike capability (that 
is, the ability of a nuclear power to launch a retaliatory 
nuclear attack even after suffering a devastating 
conventional or nuclear attack).  Previously, this tech was 
not considered very survivable, due to the combination of 
shortcomings in anti-submarine warfare technology, 
noisy nuclear propulsion technology, and insufficient 
range.  China's improved submarine launched second 
strike capability is part of a boarder Chinese strategic 
modernization that includes early warning satellites, long-
range missile defenses, stealth bombers, and heavy 
ICBMs. 
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Forces have First Year since 1968 
with No One Killed on Operations 

Ben Farmer, The Telegraph, 1 Jan 2017 
The Armed Forces have marked their first year in nearly 
five decades without a soldier, sailor or airman being 
killed on operations.  Ministry of Defence figures show 
that 2016 was the first year without the death of a 
serviceman on operations since 1968.  The end of 
Britain’s fighting in Afghanistan, a political unwillingness 
to put troops into combat missions and a current focus on 
instead training local forces away from the front line have 
contributed to a lower chance of casualties, military 
sources said.  But one former military leader said he was 
concerned there was also now a ‘nervousness’ among 
politicians about using the Armed Forces.  British forces 
have found themselves almost constantly deployed to 
dangerous conflict zones for more than 70 years since 
the end of the Second World War.  Until now, the only 
year without British personnel killed on operations since 
1945 was 1968, immediately before troops were 
deployed to Northern Ireland during the Troubles. 
 
Lord West, a former First Sea Lord and security minister, 
said: ‘I’m absolutely delighted that not a single member of 
our Armed Forces has been killed on operations.  But I 
hope it isn’t because in this very, very dangerous world 
that our nation is not willing to use our military for the 
security of our country.  ‘I fear there’s a nervousness in 
our nation about using the Armed Forces and that worries 
me.’  The last British personnel to die on operations were 
Flt Lt Alan Scott, 32, and Flt Lt Geraint Roberts, 44, who 
died in a helicopter crash in Afghanistan in October 2015.  
Their Puma helicopter crashed coming in to land at Nato 
headquarters in Kabul after it struck a cable tethering a 
surveillance blimp.  Several members of the Forces died 
in 2016 while training, or on exercise.  L/Cpl Joe Spencer, 
24, of 3rd Bn The Rifles, was shot dead at RAF Tain, near 
Inverness, in November. Pte Conor McPherson, of 3rd Bn 
The Royal Regiment of Scotland, was shot dead on a 
night-time training exercise at Otterburn, 
Northumberland, in August.  Around 4,500 British 
servicemen and women are currently taking part in 25 
operations in almost 30 countries. 
 
The biggest operation is Britain’s war on Islamic State, 
codenamed Operation Shader. RAF air crew fly daily air 
strike and reconnaissance missions over territory held by 
Islamic State in Iraq and Levant (Isil), but commanders 
say politicians have insisted on keeping Army training 
teams teaching Kurdish and Iraqi forces well away from 
the dangers of the front line.  Around 500 troops are also 
still in Afghanistan, but are not involved in combat 
missions.  Meanwhile, in a New Year’s message, Sir 
Michael Fallon, the Defence Secretary, said 2017 will be 
the ‘Year of the Navy’.  The Royal Navy’s 65,000 tonne, 
long-awaited new carrier, HMS Queen Elizabeth, will 
leave Rosyth to begin sea trials in the spring and then 
enter its new home in Portsmouth. Its sister ship, HMS 
Prince of Wales, will take to the water for the first time this 
year.  The MoD’s focus on the Navy in 2017 comes after 
continuing worries about cuts, equipment problems and 
undermanning throughout 2016.  Last week the 
Telegraph disclosed that the Armed Forces are preparing 
for further cuts because there is not enough money 
available for the various spending commitments in place.  
The 2015 Strategic Defence and Security Review 
(SDSR), which was supposed to fix defence plans for the 
rest of the decade, may have to be effectively reopened. 

GENERAL ROYAL NAVY NEWS ITEMS 
And Bits & Bobs 

 

www.navybooks.com for information 
on NavyBooks, including to request a 
catalogue by post: 
or Email:  info@navybooks.com 
Phone:  01579 343663 
 

 
HMS BELFAST: John Blake has been commissioned by 
Bloomsbury to write a book on HMS Belfast; the intention 
is to create a more personal narrative. John would be 
grateful to hear from any Navy Books readers who were 
personally involved with her, or indeed have any friends 
or relatives who could provide stories about her. This 
might include papers (perhaps a copy of Daily Orders, 
and old commission book, memo or signal) - anything that 
can add a personal touch. Of particular interest are her 
early years when first launched and commissioned in 
1939, as well as the design and construction prior to that. 
If you are able to help - contact NavyBooks and we will 
pass on your details to John. 
 
HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH:  The Queen Elizabeth Class 
Aircraft Carriers are the biggest and most powerful 
warships ever constructed for the Royal Navy  The first of 
class, HMS Queen Elizabeth is planned to enter 
Portsmouth for the first time during the summer of 2017  
The RN/RM would like to hear from anyone who served 
on board the previous HMS Queen Elizabeth which was 
commissioned in 1913 and decommissioned in 1948.  

Please forward your name and service number to 
NAVYPOL-QECFEPENGAGEMENTS@mod.uk copied 
to NAVYPOL-QECFEPPM@mod.uk  if you served on 
board or know of someone that did? 
 
£500m SHORTFALLl? Last week it was reported widely 
that the Royal Navy is having to save an extra £500 
million over the next two months, in part due to a poor 
procurement deal with BAe Systems for the new OPVs 
and in part due to the impact of BREXIT on the £/$ 
exchange rate.  Since that report it has gone strangely 
quiet;  options were said to include cutting the size of the 
Royal Marines, mothballing one of two new aircraft 
carriers, and even asking the army to pay for ‘soldier-like’ 
jobs performed by marines, such as guarding naval sites. 
Perhaps all is well with the budget, though Admiral Alan 
West, former First Sea Lord, doesn't think so.  In a letter, 
dated 12 January, to the Times newspaper he said ‘There 
is an urgent need for an increase in defence spending; 
we are now suffering a ‘'black hole' of greater proportions 
than that talked of in 2010'.  
 
JACKSPEAK  I have two copies on my computer bay for 
reference.  A first edition given to me by the author for 
submitting the Submarine Night Standing Orders volume 
of Naval Slang with 1,200 entries and the second the one 
shown here where we arranged several presentations of 
the book to various people and ensured DS members had 
the opportunity to have one for reference.  They are 
available on https://www.navybooks.com/jackspeak.html  
A comprehensive guide to the slang and usage of the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines, including the Submarine 
Service and Fleet Air Arm. With over 4,000 terms defined, 
plus examples of common usage and more than 200 
superb illustrations by 'Navy News' cartoonist Tugg.  An 
essential reference book.  Availability: In Stock  £12.99 

http://www.navybooks.com/
mailto:info@navybooks.com
mailto:ian@navybooks.com?subject=HMS%20BELFAST
mailto:NAVYPOL-QECFEPENGAGEMENTS@mod.uk
mailto:NAVYPOL-QECFEPPM@mod.uk
https://www.navybooks.com/jackspeak.html


 16 

SA NEWS 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2016 
This month’s expenses are for the Remembrance Parade 
at the Embankment and include committee expenses for 
the NMC meeting held at the UJC club on the Saturday 
afternoon.  Full details of these expenses are shown as 
always, in the Annual report, and it should be noted that 
expenses are for committee members only.  Any family 
expenses are paid for by committee members as 
necessary.  On the income front, the end of November 
has the first batch of membership fees paid by standing 
order.  Sadly, hardly anyone has remembered that their 
bank standing orders needed to be updated to the 
increased cost of subs, (should be increased to £15.00 
annually).  Considering the amount of trouble this 
increase caused, it is surprising that this has not been 
done.  On a lighter note I am happy to report that the long 
awaited Sponsorship deal negotiated by Sir James 
Perowne with BAE Systems has come to fruition.  This 
amounts to £15,000.00 and represents £5,000.00 per 
year over the next three years towards the cost of the 
Embankment Parade. Members who suggest that our 
senior officials are free-loaders, should take particular 
notice of this!  We also received a donation from ‘We 
Remember Submariners’ for £500.00 and I have put this 
donation into the ‘Blue Plaque Account’ for this reason, 
as the unveiling of the plaque ceremony has now grown 
out of all proportion in size, hitherto, expenses which we 
did not factor in originally, have come to light, for 
example, research into VC holders family wishes, and 
visits to suggested sites to check suitability.  This of 
course all costs money so anyone wishing to make 
donations to this very worthwhile project please do so, 
(make cheques payable to Blue Plaque Account.  (Any 
SA Member who requires details of accounts contact 
Terry Hall).  Report by Ian Atkinson SA Treasurer 
Sorry no room in Jan edition when report received 
 

IN DEPTH JANUARY 2017 
In print, and distributed on line to all SA Derbyshire 
members and hard copies as requested at renewal of 
subs.  The latest copy is available on the SA Web page 
on the following link 
https://www.submarinersassociation.co.uk/Documents/N
ewsletters/InDepth55.pdf 
 

2017 FULLY INTEGRATED REUNION AND SA AGM 
The annual Reunion including the conference for 2017 
will be held at the Holiday Inn Leicester over the weekend 
of 24th to 26th March.  The conference itself will be on 
Saturday 25th March.  If any DS SA Member wishes to 
attend to represent SA (Derbyshire) please let me know 
and I will forward your details to the National Secretary.  
To date I have not been advised of any proposals which 
expired on 31 Dec neither any volunteers to have their 
name put forward for the SA Committee, again advertised 
out to all members but no response.   
 

HMS TIGRIS 
Royal Berkshire Branch Memorial and Unveiling of Blue 
Plaque for HM S/M Tigris to commemorate 75 years of 
Newbury Town adopting the Submarine.  On Sunday 26th 
February 2017:  11:45 at St Nicolas Church, Newbury 
followed by 12:45 Royal British Legion, Haig House, 
Newbury.  If you have any questions related to the above, 
please contact:   Telephone: Bob McGuinness Esq | 
Royal Berkshire Branch, Submariners Association  

Commander Logistics Submarines 
Tartan 

Flotilla Temporary Memorandum 
03/16 

SUBMARINE SERVICE TARTAN 
 

Sponsor:  DCL Ext 5665 
Introduction 
1.  On behalf of RASM, SubFlot is delighted to announce 
the availability of a unique tartan especially woven to 
represent the Submarine Service and which has been 
formally registered in the Scottish Register of Tartans as 
the Official Tartan of the 
Royal Navy Submarine 
Service.  An image of the 
tartan is shown below.  The 
colour scheme has been 
carefully designed, 
incorporating black to 
represent the boats; red, white 
and blue to represent the RN; 
green to represent the sea; 
and gold to represent the 
coveted submariners’ ‘Dolphins’ badge. Produced by the 
House of Edgar, this premium quality tartan, as well as a 
bespoke kilt and trews service for optional wear as part of 
No. 2 uniform, is now available to all submariners.  The 
material is also available by the metre.  
 

How To Purchase Submarine Tartan 
2.  The Central Amenities Fund (CAF) Manager, Mr Terry 
Heeney (ext 6443), is the single point of contact for 
purchasing Submarine tartan, kilts and trews.  For all 
orders, personnel must complete the form at the 
Enclosure, which includes guidance on taking self-
measurements, and return it to: Mr Terry Heeney, 
CAF Manager, Argyll Building, HM Naval Base Clyde, 
Helensburgh, G84 8HL. 
 

3.  All orders are satisfied by the House of Edgar.  Trews 
and kilts will take around 28 days.  Material ordered by 
the metre will generally arrive within a 5 working days of 
an order being placed.  A  full military weight 8-yard kilt is 
priced at £365 and fully lined trews are available for £260.  
Both items are made-to-measure and are offered at cost 
(i.e. not for profit) plus a small donation to the CAF, 
representing a very substantial saving when compared 
with normal high street prices. There is also a wide range 
of other options available plus a comprehensive list of 
highland wear accessories.  Items can either be sent 
directly to your home address or be made available for 
collection at Argyll Building. Please contact Terry Heeney 
for further information. 
 

4.  The Submarine tartan represents one of a number of 
projects designed to enhance both the esprit-de-corps 
and corporate identity of the Submarine Service.  The 
material offers a unique opportunity for submariners to 
differentiate themselves from other members of the 
Armed Forces and it is hoped that the tartan will become 
synonymous with the elite force that is the Royal Navy 
Submarine Service. 
 

5. Review this TM 25 Aug 17. 
 

Any DS Member requiring one of the order forms please 
contact me for it to be emailed or posted as applicable. 
 
If at First you don't succeed,  
Destroy all evidence that you tried. 
 

https://www.submarinersassociation.co.uk/Documents/Newsletters/InDepth55.pdf
https://www.submarinersassociation.co.uk/Documents/Newsletters/InDepth55.pdf
tel://01635580208/
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HMS TRUCULENT MEMORIAL WEEKEND 
Terry Hall Fri/Sat 13-14 January 2017 

The Truculent Memorial weekend is organised by 
Medway SA, and held on the nearest Saturday to the 12th 
Jan when Truculent was lost in 1950 after being sunk in 
the River Thames with only ten survivors.  There is only 
one of those is still alive today, and he attended the 67th 
Memorial Service at St George’s Centre, Chatham.  
Albert Birchnall served on Truculent leaving her before 
the tragic sinking, and taken down the line by his 
daughter, and accompanied by Ken Holtham and myself 
we set off on a very cold and snowy Friday morning to 
overnight at the King Charles Hotel in Chatham and 
attend the Service on the Saturday morning. 
 

I was very perturbed by the weather forecast, and rose 
early at six to find an inch of snow; so not too bad.  
However the freezing overnight temperatures had made 
the paths and roads very icy, and you guessed it; the 
council cannot afford to grit these days.  The first obstacle 
was cleared, my 45o downward driveway, but an hour 
later when I set off I had to re-salt it to get the car down 
the drive and onto the road, as it was minus two and 
frozen again.  I live in a rural area so took it very steady 
to the outskirts of Derby encountering a lady who had 
fallen off the road, but with the road blocked five of us 
manged to get her back on the road; but her main concern 
was the mess that I had made of her car mats under the 
wheels to get some grip, and she was very worried what 
her husband was going to say.  Getting on my way I found 
the roads in Derby no better, with ice under the snow and 
driving through both Oakwood and particularly the back 
streets of Chaddesden to pick up Ken Holtham our 
President was a nightmare even at 5mph.  However, I 
reached Ken’s at 5 past 7 so only five minutes late, but 
40 minutes to do a normal 10 minute drive!  Unfortunately 
Ken was not ready; then lost his hearing aid, and he set 
a trend for one or two loosing things over the weekend.  
After unloading the car, and checking everything the 
offending hearing aid was discovered not in his ear but 
on his person, and 40 minutes after arriving I texted 
Cheryl, Alberts daughter to say we were on the way to 
Nottingham to Link up. 
 

The heavy snow blizzard at Stanley when I left home was 
really bad, and it was obvious Derby was not as bad but 
the Brian Clough Way to Nottingham though clear of 
snow was very wet, and the spray and conditions dictated 
a steady run along the A52 though apparently this 
common sense did not appear to apply to VW, BMW, 
Audi’s etc. who were speeding past us with gay abandon 
oblivious of consideration to other drivers or CDF 
regarding speed and weather.  Albert and Cheryl were 
ready to go and I parked up and transferred our luggage 
to their car only to see my car with all its doors open and 
Ken searching my car?  It appears he had dropped his 
hearing aid, and could not find it, but somehow it had 
dropped on the floor and I found it under the driver’s seat 
which is why he could not find it.  We eventually got on 
our way well after nine but just before ten.  Once out of 
Albert’s Estate the improvement in roads was 
immediately apparent and though the snow had stopped 
and it was just fine drizzle the surface water was very bad 
on such a fast road.  We joined the M1 at junction 25 and 
started the plod south.  We had just passed Jct 16 down 
near Northampton when Cheryl noticed a noise and 
pointed it out to me.  It sounded like a car window or door 
open and we were concerned either Albert or Ken in the 
back had accidently ‘cracked’ a door or window. 

Enquiries of both in the back drew a blank, and we 
assumed they had switched their hearing aids off to a.  
Conserve power, b. To have a nap, c. To not be bothered 
by stupid questions by the two in the front!!  I suggested 
to Cheryl that we pull over on the hard shoulder but with 
the surface spray and speed of traffic I suggested the next 
junction which was jct 15 (I think) and stop on the slip road 
to check out before the roundabout what was going on.  
On stopping the car we both looked at each other and 
realised the wind noise and buzzing was still going.  I 
opened my door and we both looked around to see Ken 
totally oblivious to the fact we had stopped or why merrily 
having a shave with his battery razor!!  I did comment that 
he had been going at it long enough to be clean shaven 
after removing a full ‘set’ but we were both very relieved 
that we had got to the bottom of the problem without 
having to find out how to put the ‘child locks’ to Active!!   
 

We re-joined the M1 South stopping for our Driver to get 
her Costa Coffee Fix, and a bite to eat and of course to 
follow the ‘John Sayers’ Code of Practice that our age we 
cannot afford to pass a toilet whether we want to go or 
not.  After this we proceeded on south joining the M25 
and noted the various deposits of snow so variable but 
after we had gone over the Dartford Bridge and joined the 
M2 south the snow fall was evident from the night before 
and we were told that had been bad whereas ours in 
Derbyshire did not arrive until the early hours of the 
morning.  We arrived at the King Charles a little early for 
book in but all our rooms were ready and we sorted out 
and decided that Cheryl would take Ken and Albert 
around the Docks in her car and I would go for a wander 
to get some fresh air down the Medway and dock area.  I 
was feeling a bit rough so the very fresh air at 3o and a 
very fierce wind felt really cold. I spotted the ‘President’ 
and managed to take a snap of her before being informed 
I was in a restricted Port area and forbidden from 
photography but happily I was just asked to leave after I 
explained my interest in her from her days on the Thames 
and RNR HQ Ship as well as being WWI.  He advised me 
it is desperate for funding as reported in this newsletter 
previously.  On meeting back at the hotel the 
Submariners contingent had grown somewhat and it was 
a good chat and thence we decided for an early dinner at 
Weatherspoon’s in Chatham leaving the hotel at 5:30 so 
a quick bath and dhoeby and back down the bar for then. 
 

The roads by this time were fine, but a lot of surface water 
and slush.  There is a car park behind the pub and it was 
free for a Blue Card Holder.  It was collating the orders 
that I realised I had left my wallet at the hotel but did have 
enough cash for my meal and a drink.  We all enjoyed this 
meal thence returned to the hotel to swing the lamp but I 
found that my wallet was not in my room so repeated my 
walk from the afternoon on the off chance of finding my 
wallet but to no avail and then spent an expensive couple 
of hours on my pay as you go phone cancelling my bank 
cards and credit cards.  The loss was reported to the 
police the following day as the station was closed out of 
hours.   
 

Saturday Morning after a fine breakfast I set off to the 
police station to report the loss and spent over an hour 
retracing my steps again but heading for the St Georges 
Chapel for 10:15am for the 11am Service.  It was sad to 
learn the Medway branch had not taken up the offer of 
our Truculent Model to be on show at the service but they 
were concerned it may get damaged by the large number 
of people who attend and wanted to be cautious. 
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The service was undertaken by Rev Alan Boxall with 
great singing hymns including O God our help in Ages 
Past, Praise the Lord the King, I vow to thee thy country 
and of course Eternal Father strong to save etc.  There 
were 18 Standards of them with 10 of them SA with 
obviously the SA National and SA Medway Senior 
Standards but noted many regulars including Leic, 
Gosport, Kent etc.  Towards the end of the Service the 
Standards and dignitaries proceeded to the back of the 
St Georges Centre and formed up in front of the Truculent 
Memorial where wreaths were laid including one by the 
last remaining survivor of the tragedy.  Following the 
Service we enjoyed the hospitality of a tot and buffet and 
much meeting up with old friends and a pleasant chat with 
old friends before departing up the line back to Derby 
which was uneventful. 
 

DERBY & DISTRICT EX SERVICES ASSN AGM 
Terry Hall Monday 16 January 2016 

The meeting was opened with the sad news that the 
Chairman of the D&D Bernie Page MBE had passed 
away suddenly with a heart attack on Sunday 8 Jan in the 
early hours.  The date of the funeral was not yet known, 
but would be advised as soon as possible.  A period of 
silence was held in Bernard’s memory.  The Vice Chair, 
Ralph Eales took the chair and welcomed everyone and 
wished a Happy New Year and welcomed the Lord Lt of 
Derbyshire, Willie Tucker.  Apologies from Brigadier 
Wilkinson, RAFA and Phil O’Brien.  The Vice Chair 
advised Bernard had met with the council and asked for 
2mtrs all round access of the War Memorial during events 
which are fenced off on the main square of Derby.  A 
compromise 1mtr was agreed.  Editor  For once I will not 
argue about metric and will make sure we get our extra 3’ 
of proper measurement.  It was confirmed this was done 
for the Christmas Ice Rink.  Insurance at Derby City 
Council (DCC) events was also discussed and awaits 
clarification if Ex Service participants such as Standard 
Bearers are covered by the Council’s insurance at events 
and this is being followed up.  The Traf Memorial is now 
on Cathedral Green and thanks to DCC for planting a new 
Oak Tree which replaces the previous site on the river 
bank which is due for flood relief work.  The treasurer 
reported that the new web page for D&D was up and 
running on www.ddexsa.co.uk and comments welcome.  
It is costing £1.99 pm for the first year with £5 pm thence 
and £6.96 for the domain name pa.  It also cost £150 for 
a setup fee from an expert which John stated was well 
worth the money with the work they did for us.   
 

Treasurers Report.  Half the Assns had paid their Subs 
(DS paid in December and cashed).  The DS proposed 
that the accounts be accepted and that the Subscription 
for 2018 should remain at the present level of £10 pa as 
recommended by the treasurer and this was seconded 
and carried. 
 

Vice Chairs Report.  The last 12 months had been busy 
and successful.  Thanks to DCC to use facilities for 3 
meetings, the Jacob VC Room for Coffee Mornings which 
are not as well supported as they used to be.  Events over 
the year have included St Georges Day, Jutland 
Commemoration, AFW events incl’ Flag raising, Coffee 
Morning, Lunch, Traf Cathedral Green Service, 
Children’s Service Chaddesden, and Remembrance 
Services.  Mike Cheetham (SSAFA) reported on the AFD 
24/6 on the Market Place which needs more support and 
better weather!!  Coffee Mornings.  It was advised that 
when the council ceremonial entrance is open it must be 
manned.  Coffee Mornings are to be manned continually 
9-12. 

Election of Officers.  Ian Sutton had stood down from 
the committee due to work commitments and Bas Bowyer 
had put his name forward.  Ralph Eales as Vice Chair was 
willing to become Chair and John Wood MBE was willing 
to fill the role of Vice Chair as well as maintaining his 
present position of Treasurer and one other to fill the 
vacant committee position.  The Chair asked the question 
if the meeting wanted to vote this in now or think about it 
for a few minutes or take it away.  Having discussed this 
with some DS Members on behalf of the Submariners I 
proposed that we accept the temp appointments as 
Acting Local and take it back to the groups we represent 
and it is brought back to the next meeting on 10 April for 
ratification.  I also pointed out that the submariners 
thought it would be insensitive and improper to replace 
Bernard Page as Chairman before the funeral had taken 
place.  This proposal was seconded and carried.  So if 
any DS Member wishes to put themselves forward for any 
position on the D&DExSvc Assn Committee let me know. 
 

Unfortunately, the Agenda 9 Remembrance was listed as 
2016 and 2017 and also partly covered in matters arising 
and despite all my notes I confess to getting confused 
what was a 2016 date and what was 2017 so I will put in 
the diary what I know is fact, and await the official minutes 
correcting any errors and adding any omissions.  
Following the DS enquiries, I advised that it was 
confirmed by the Friends of Chaddesden Park that the 
Children’s Service will be on Weds 8 Nov.  The reason 
this is a Weds is for consistency for the schools and 
though Friday may seem more logic it is fact that Monday, 
Fridays can be Insert Days as it appears the teaches like 
the ex Forces love their extended long weekends!!  The 
next meeting of the D&DExSvc Assns will be at 10:30 on 
Monday 10/4 and thence Mon 11 Sept 2017 in the 
Council House.  Neil White an ex editor of the Derby 
Telegraph then gave a presentation on the Poppy Display 
coming to Derby on its tour of UK as reported in DD 206 
Dec 2016 Page 5 available on the DS Web Site archive 
of newsletters. 
The meeting was formally closed on completion at 11:35. 

 

POPPIES COMING HOME TO DERBY 2017 
9 June to 23 July 2017 

Thousands of poppies from Bondholder Paul Cummins' 
popular Seas of Red installation at the Tower of London 
will be returning to Derby next year.  Derby City Council 
and partners have announced that they will present 
Weeping Window by artist Paul Cummins and designer 
Tom Piper as part of 14-18 NOW’s UK-wide tour of the 

iconic poppies.  The 
installation will be at The 
Silk Mill from 9 June to 23 
July 2017.  Ranjit Banwait, 
Leader of Derby City 
Council, said: ‘I’m 
delighted that Derby will be 

hosting this iconic sculpture at a site with such historic 
importance. Across the country we have seen the 
installation attract hundreds of thousands of people and 
now we can be proud that it is coming to Derby.’  Tony 
Butler, Executive Director of Bondholder Derby Museums 
Trust, said:  ‘We are honoured to be hosting Weeping 
Window at Derby Silk Mill. Many of the poppies were 
made in Derby and it’s fitting that they will be shown here 
at the site of the world’s first factory.’  Pauline Latham 
OBE MP, said: ‘This is a fantastic coup for Derby and the 
Silk Mill and will bring thousands of visitors to the City to 
experience the power of the Poppies for themselves.’ 
 

http://www.ddexsa.co.uk/
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SAIL WELFARE NEWS  1st QUARTER 2017 BENEFITS UPDATE 
 

Sail kindly supplies us with their Benefit updates.  SAIL who focus mainly on fishermen and merchant seafarers, but they 
are able to help serving & former RN & RM personnel via referrals from the White Ensign Association 
(WEA). (http://www.whiteensign.co.uk).  The seafarer’s advice and information line (formerly known as 
Seafarers Benefits Advice Line) is a UK based advice service operated by Greenwich Citizens Advice 
Bureaux Ltd (GCAB) on behalf of Seamen’s Hospital Society.  They provide free independent impartial 

and confidential advice by telephone, email post or fax.  SAIL updates on Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/Seafarers.Advice (Cut and paste to Browser) 

 

AREA SUBJECT WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Debt 
Consumer credit levels 

growing fast 
Bank of England figures showed families are adding debt at the fastest rate in 12 
years. The total amount owed is a record. Call SAIL if you need debt advice. 

Pensions 
Lots of developments 

on pensions 

There were several developments with pensions – 1.  Transfer values for defined 
benefit pensions reached record highs leading to large scale cashing out.  
2.  From September annuity providers will have to show competitor levels.  
3.  There will be a 1% cap on pension early exit fees.  
4.  There is a ban on pension cold calling. 

Tax Income Tax 
The deadline for self assessment Income Tax returns is 31st January. T here’s a £100 
fine for being late. 

Finance *New £1 Coin 
A new 12 sided £1 coin will be introduced from March with the old ones being 
phased out in October 2017.  

Legal 
Using Mobiles 
when Driving 

Penalties for being caught using a mobile phone whilst driving will double to 6 points 
and a £200 fine.  

Benefits 
Employment & Support 

Allowance (ESA) 
From April new ESA claimants who are put in the Work Related Activity Group will get 
£29 less per week than current claimants 

Benefits 
Child Tax Credits (CTC) 
& Universal Credit (UC) 

From April claimants of CTC and UC will only be able to claim for 2 children (not for 
any more born after that date) 

Benefits 
Personal Independence 
Payment (PIP) appeals 

Many people are still switching from Disability Living Allowance (DLA) to PIP. The 
government is considering allowing those who have a Motability vehicle to keep it until 
any individual PIP appeal outcome has been decided. Some estimate that 35,000 
claimants lost their right to a Motability vehicle in 2016 

For further advice please contact the relevant benefits centre as these benefits are handled by a mixture of local 
authorities, JobCentrePlus, HMRC and Dept Work & Pensions, NOT SAIL 

 
*New Pound Coin:  Firms Told to Prepare for Redesign    BBC News January 2017 

Businesses should get ready now for the introduction of the new 12-sided pound coin, the 
Treasury has said.  A new website is urging firms to adapt their equipment and train their staff in 
preparation for the arrival of the new coin in March 2017.  All machines accepting cash, whether 
it's in exchange for a rail ticket or a chocolate bar, will have to be updated.  But for a six-month 
transitional period, businesses will need to find ways to accept both the old and new coins.  After 
that the existing round pound coin will be phased out.  The website, hosted by the Royal Mint, 
suggests that businesses should check before March whether any of their cash handling 
equipment needs updating, and make sure machines that take payment in coins can handle both 
the old and the new versions.  They should also consider training their staff ‘on the features of 
the new £1 coin’, it says. 

 

The new coin is being introduced because approximately one in 30 pound coins currently in circulation is a fake, according 
to the Royal Mint and the new coins are designed to be harder to counterfeit.  ‘The new £1 coin will be the most secure of 
its kind in the world and its cutting-edge features will present a significant barrier to counterfeiters, reducing the cost to 
businesses and the taxpayer,’ said David Gauke, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury. 
 

Why the New Coin is more Secure 
1.  12 sided - its distinctive shape means it stands out by sight and by touch 
2.  Bimetallic - The outer ring is gold coloured (nickel-brass) and the inner ring is silver coloured (nickel-plated alloy). 
3.  Latent image - it has an image like a hologram that changes from a '£' symbol to the number '1' when the coin is seen 
from different angles 
4.  Micro-lettering - around the rim on the heads side of the coin tiny lettering reads: ONE POUND. On the tails side you 
can find the year the coin was produced 
5.  Milled edges - it has grooves on alternate side     
6.  Hidden high security feature - an additional security feature is built into the coin to protect it from counterfeiting but 
details have not been revealed 
 

During the ‘co-circulation’ period the website suggests firms should accept both coins and keep customers 
informed which coins their equipment can accept. Businesses may need to agree with their bank or cash in 
transit (CIT) provider how to return the current £1 coin and new £1 coin.  After Autumn 2017 businesses 
should no longer accept the existing round coin from customers and should no longer distribute it themselves.  
However, it will still be possible to deposit the old coins at most High Street banks and the Post Office. 
 
A local discussion over a pint or two observed that it was like bringing the threepenny bit back to which I could only 
comment, yes and worth about as much!! 
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FEDERATION OF NAVAL ASSOCIATIONS (FNA) 
 

AGM/REUNION/SOCIAL WEEKEND 
To be held at the Prince of Wales Hotel, Southport, PR8 1JS 

Friday 19-22 May 2017 
£126 PER PERSON Bed Breakfast & Evening Meal 

 
3 Nights Half Board, All Accommodation en suite, Entertainment Fri/Sat 

£2 car park charge per night per car on site, and a Weatherspoon’s opposite the Hotel! 
 
 
Name ___________________________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________  Postcode _______________ 
 
 
 
Telephone____________________________   Mobile____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Names of other persons in your Group  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Car Make & Registration   _____________________________ Total Number in Party _______________________ 
 
 
 
Rooms Required  Double ______________  Twin ______________  Single _______________* 
 
 
 
Special Requirements (Diet/Mobility/Etc.)  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*  Single Rooms  Restricted to first 10 booked without a supplement.  Thus if you are willing to share a room this assists. 
 
Derbyshire Submariner Bookings was undertaken in 2016 as a group but there is still the opportunity subject to availability to 
book direct with the hotel.   
 

For those unaware what the FNA is about?  It is a group formed several years ago to help small 
ailing Associations, and groups of matelot’s or even individuals who like a Reunion without the big 
mess dinners, and expensive guests which obviously impacts on the price of the weekend.  So 
basically, the FNA negotiates a deal such as this and a group or individual just turn up to do their 
own thing or enjoy a weekend.  DS joined a couple of years ago and we have enjoyed weekends 
in Mill Rythe, Folkestone and Southport at a very reasonable rate.  Last year our group of 10 
enjoyed doing their own thing during the day and meeting up to sit as a group for meals and for 
the evening entertainment.  Three of us attended the AGM on the Saturday morning whilst the 
ladies went out and enjoyed the shops across the Road on Lord Street and beyond. 
 

The indications are all ten who attended last year really enjoyed it so much that they intend to re-
book for 2017 but it is appreciated for some the problem is transport for some.  Many who attend 
do so by train, national coaches etc. but we must leave the transport side to individuals or couples to arrange.  Anyone who 
has any queries, or questions please let me know, and I will endeavour to get an answer for you. 
 

A £20 deposit, at time of booking, should be made via cheque, cash or card. Full payment will be required on check-in. 
There is no surcharge for credit card payments.  Bookings may be made by post or telephone.  Check-in from 3pm; 
check-out by 10am.  Please complete this form and send, or phone, to the address/number below, no later than 31st 

March 2017.  There is a free cancelation policy up until 2pm on the day of arrival.  If the room is not cancelled it will be 
classed as a no-show and the guest may be charged for the first night’s stay.  Deposits are non-refundable.  

Any other enquiries please contact the Sales Team at the Prince of Wales.  
Prince of Wales Hotel, Lord Street, Southport, PR8 1JS  

Tel: 01704 536688 Fax: 01704 5436932   Email: Conf719@britanniahotels.com 
 
 

mailto:Conf719@britanniahotels.com
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS  2017 MONTHLY LUNCHEON CLUB 
 

THE BLUE JAY PH 
Commercial Park, Derby, Raynesway, DE21 7BH 

 

Weds 22 February 2017   Noon for 12:30pm 
12:00 for 12:30 

 
Note:  On my visit 12 Jan to book this Lunch Club and get a new menu there is extensive site expansion next to the pub for a new 
McDonalds to add to the Pub and KFC already on site at this location.  The road was very muddy from the site traffic so take care 
when driving off the roundabout off Raynesway but it is only a small distance but just a pre-warning. 
 

Location.  The Blue Jay is situated on Raynesway between Rolls Royce and Alvaston.  Directions were undertaken using a map and 
dashed line which everyone managed to follow last year but it was a large file so I have deleted it as not everyone is on Fibre Internet 
thus I try to keep the newsletter to about 1mb but can send it to anyone who needs it.   
 

Bus Route.   
I understand there is a bus service which serves Raynesway but I have not been able to locate 
it on the internet.  I would suggest anyone traveling by bus seeks details and information from 
the main information kiosk at Derby Bus Station. 
 

There Are A Lot Of Choices on this menu and our visit last August was very successfully 
(no one got lost) and the carvery and two course carvery were the most popular dishes.  
They do give a discount to Gold Card Bus Pass holders on some meals but not the offers 
such as two course carvery and two for £10 so discount to us minimal so will Go In The Pot.  
It will be impossible to administer for individual meals unless we have any accountants 
amongst us willing to take it on?  Please read all the choices properly and let me have your 
order particularly the Two Meals for £10 where TWO meals must be ordered to qualify. 
 

Please ensure you ring (or email) me about a week/fortnight before to save me from having to ring everyone 
 

GREAT MAINS  See Note 2 TWO MEALS FOR £10  See Note 1 GRILLS & SIZZLES 

Ham, Egg & Chips £8.00 Classic Beef Burger  Sweet Potato Fries £1 xtra 8oz Rump Steak Chips & Garden Peas £10.50 

Chicken Tikka Masala £8.50 10oz Gammon Steak egg & pineapple 8oz Sirloin Steak Chips & Garden Peas £12.50 

Beef Lasagne Garl Bread Sal £8.00 Chicken Gammon & Mustard Pie 20oz Mixed Grill £14.00 

Veg Lasagne Garl Bread Sal £8.00 Pulled Pork and Beef Chilli 10oz Gammon Steak Egg & Pineapple £9.00 

Barley & Mushrm Risotto £8.00 Breaded Plaice, chips, garden peas Sticky BBQ Back Ribs £13.00 
As above with Chicken Breast £10.00 Ham Eggs & Chips Various Burgers e.g. The Classic £10.00 

British Beef & Pedigree Pie £9.00 Lasagne, garlic bread & side salad 8oz Rump Steak with Side Salad £10.50 

Chicken, Gammon/Must Pie £9.00 Veg Lasagne garlic bread & side salad(V) 8oz Sirloin Steak with Side Salad £12.50 

Large Battered Fish & Chips £9.00 Roasted Root Veg Crown Pie (V) Vietnamese Curry rice/salad £8.00 

Golden Whitby Scamp Chips £8.50 There are over 20 different sweets and puddings on the Desserts Menu 
These can be ordered individually on the day and paid for on ordering. Half a Chicken £9.50 

Choice of Toppers including  CARVERY  Beef, Gammon & Turkey TWO COURSE CARVERY MEAL Note 3 

Hunters, PiriPiri, Southern Gravy    Small Plate Carvery & Desert £6.00 

+  either Side Salad, Corn or Kale  Small Carvery £4.50 Apple Pie  

  Medium Carvery £6.50 Melt in the Middle  

SALADS & LIGHT OPTIONS  Large Carvery £8.50 Chocolate Indulgence Sundae  

Chicken & Bacon Salad £8.50 Add Pigs in Blankets £1.00 Simply Delicious 3 Scoops Vanilla Ice Cream  

Note:  1.  The Two Meals for £10 are standard but reduced but MUST be ordered in pair for discount.  Normal price on the Great Mains Menu 
Note 2.  Where a meal has Chips you can upgrade to sweet potato fries for £1 extra 
Note 3.  The Two Course Carvery Special at £6 is only available with the Small Plate Carvery 
 

For those online view the menus on: http://www.bluejaypubderby.co.uk/  
 

        The Blue Jay PHl, Luncheon Club 01332 751267.doc 
 

2017 DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS SOCIAL LUNCH CLUB PROGRAMME 
 

2017 DAY/DATE VENUE   
March Wed 29 The New Inn, Little Eaton   
April Wed 26 7pm The Park Carvery, Chaddesden Freedom of City Celebration PM  
May Wed 31 The May Sum Chinese, Derby Chinese Buffet Lunch  
June Wed 28 Newdigate Arms, West Hallam AFD Celebration  
July Wed 26 The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop   

August Wed 30 T.B.A. To Be Decided  
September Wed 27 Oak & Acorn, Oakwood   

October Frid 20 7pm Traf Dinner, Hallmark Hotel, Derby Trafalgar Dinner  
November Wed 29 Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook Carvery Lunch Club  
December Wed 13 To Be Decided by Members Let the Sec know your ideas Pse?  

 

http://www.bluejaypubderby.co.uk/


 22 

 

DERBYSHIRE 
SUBMARINERS 

LONGCAST 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTES ON DS 2017 PROGRAMME 
As it is appreciated that those working, especially those 
who shift work cannot get time off work at short notice it 
was agreed last year that we would fix the prime social 
events at least 12 months beforehand and this has been 
done on your updated DS Diary for 2017 detailed on this 
page.  Likewise we have altered the Freedom of the City 
Event to an evening Carvery to give those working 
members the opportunity to attend a function other than 
six months after at the highlight of our social calendar, the 
Trafalgar Dinner on 20 October at the Hallmark Hotel.   
The Chaddesden Children’s Service is now confirmed as 
Weds 8 Nov, and we have the Centenary of the loss of 
one of our Derby Submariners Graves in Nottingham Rd 
which will be marked as agreed followed with the other in 
2018 which will be marked by a similar Service. 

 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & 1 year Back Issues on Derbyshire Submariners Web Page 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
 

  
  

   25Jan Lunch Club  Adm Sir John Warren, Ilkeston 

 

  

   03 Feb DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   22 Feb Lunch Club  The Blue Jay, Alvaston 

 

  

   03 Mar DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

10-13 Mar Ton Class Spring Meeting Portsmouth (Sec Away) 
  

   17 Mar Coffee Morning, Derby Council House, RMA 
  

24-26 Mar SA AGM & Reunion, Holiday Inn, Leicester 
  

   29 Mar Lunch Club  The New Inn, Little Eaton 

 

  

   06 Apr DS AGM  TS Kenya Thurs 7pm  TBC 
  

   10 Apr D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   26 Apr Lunch Club  The Park 7pm Freedom of City Do 

 
 

  

   05 May DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

19-22 May FNA AGM/Reunion Southport  Prince of Wales 
  

  31 May Lunch Club  The May Sum, Derby 12:15pm 

 

  

   02 Jun DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

09 June to 
23 July 

Poppy Wave,  Silkmill, Derby 

See Article Page 5 Derbyshire Deeps Dec 2016 
  

    19 June AF Week  Flag Raising Time TBA 
  

   24 June AFD Liverpool  Main Event local events TBA 
  

  28 June Lunch Club  The Newdigate, West Hallam AFD 

 

  

   01 July W5795 75th Anniversary  Stanley Village 11:30 

Substantial Flypast applied for and Village Fete 
  

   07 July DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

15 July to 
19 Nov 

Poppies: Wave   CWGC Plymouth Naval  

Memorial, The Hoe  (DBR 5 August 2017) 
  

  26 July Lunch Club  The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop 

 

  

   04 Aug DS Meeting.  No Meeting held in August 
  

   04 Aug Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, TS Kenya 
  

04-07 Aug Dieso Boats Reunion.  Plymouth (See 15 July) 
  

   30 Aug Lunch Club  TBA 

 

  

   01 Sept DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   03 Sept Merchant Navy Day  Details to be advised 
  

11 Sept D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   27 Sept Lunch Club  Oak & Acorn, Oakwood, Derby 

 

  

   06 Oct DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

13-16 Oct Ton Class AGM/Reunion Hallmark Hotel, Derby 
  

20 Oct Trafalgar Dinner  Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel 

 

  

   03 Nov DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   05 Nov Submariners Embankment Parade, London 
  

   08 Nov Chaddesden Children’s Svc, Chadd Park 10am 
  

   11 Nov DS Armistice Day 11/11 Submariners Services 
10am  Meet Main Entrance to convoy to 1st Grave 

ERA John Brooks C16 & Sig Charles Buttle C25 
  

   11 Nov Armistice Day – Nottm Road Soldiers Corner 

11 am Derby & District Service 
  

    11 Nov DS Armistice Day Coffee Morning  Jubilee Club 
 

O/C Soldiers Corner Service approx 11:20hrs 
    12 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   29 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

   01 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

  13 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBA 

 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

