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A POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 

I hate it when people use 
Big words 

Just to make themselves sound 
‘Perspicacious’ 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Well we move into another New Year, and I have mixed 
feelings over 2016 though DS itself has seen another 
successful year, but it appears some as with the decision 
of the Brexit vote, cannot accept other people’s decisions, 
and live & let live without wanting to impose their authority 
and opinions, and just be bloody awkward.  However, I 
am too old to waste my life, and argue, so I will plod on 
just doing what I enjoy doing with good submariner (and 
skimmer friends) regardless of what small minded idiots 
think for as long as DS wants me to. 
 

Talking DS, we do not hold a formal DS meeting in 
January, but as in the past, the December DS meeting 
decided we will have the opportunity to meet up for a 
totally informal ‘lamp swinging’ on Friday 6 January 
at the Jubilee Club instead.  All Members Welcome. 
 

I have revamped the 2017 Programme on the final page 
of this newsletter, and hopefully as many as possible can 
participate in something or ‘tother.  Per the feedback from 
DS Members we have set days for important events 
throughout the year, such as the Freedom of the City of 
Derby to HM Submarine Service at 7pm on 26 April for a 
Carvery, Trafalgar Dinner at 7pm on Friday 20 October 
at The Hallmark Hotel and the date is set for Christmas 
Lunch on Weds 13 December as well as a programme 
and venue for our monthly Lunch Club which has seen 
good support over the year.  Hopefully this helps those 
especially shift workers who have to plan their years 
leave in advance. 
 

I thank everyone as Treasurer for the prompt payment of 
subs again this year with only five still outstanding, and 
three of those are Serving Submariners, one who I know 
has a standing order for 31/12, so they may be on patrol.  
Sadly, we lost two long time members in Jerry Hall who 
advised us earlier in the year of his move up North on 
early retirement, and John Arthur another long-time 
DS/SA Member has advised he is moving down South 
this year thus terminating his memberships.  We thank 
both of them for their long-time support to both SA and 
DS over the many years they have both been stalwart 
members, & wish them both them and their wives all the 
best in their new homes. 
 

Terry Hall 
Derbyshire Deeps 
Newsletter Editor 

Hon. Sec/Treasurer ‘ 
Derbyshire Submariners’ 

Derby.Submariners@yahoo.co.uk 

Freedom of the City of Derby to RN Submarine Service Granted 28 April 2002 

Derbyshire Submariners Newsletter Issue Number 207  January 2017 
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DEFENCE COMMITTEE SELECT COMMITTEE 
Announcement  22 November 2016 

 

Protect Medals and Punish 
Imposters  The Defence Committee 
today publishes its Report on the 
Awards for Valour (Protection) Bill, a 
Private Members’ Bill sponsored by 
Gareth Johnson MP, due to have its 
Second Reading in the House of 
Commons on Friday 25 November.   

The Report, Exposing Walter Mitty:  The Awards for 
Valour (Protection) Bill, underlines the Committee’s 
support for the principles behind the Bill and its 
agreement that offences should be created to criminalise 
the deceitful wearing of decorations and medals by 
‘military imposters’.  The Report examines the legal 
protections which had previously existed and the 
reasoning behind their subsequent repeal.  These 
protections had been enacted shortly after the First World 
War, and remained in force until they were repealed by 
the Armed Forces Act 2006 and not replaced.  The 
Ministry of Defence’s rationale behind this decision was 
that there was a lack of clarity in the prohibitions as they 
had existed, and that it is possible for military imposters 
to be prosecuted under other offences.  The Committee 
does not agree that this provides sufficient justification, 
considering the 2006 Act would have been an opportunity 
to revise these offences rather than dispose of them 
entirely, and that circumstances may arise where other 
more general offences may not be engaged. 
 

Accordingly, the Committee concludes that the deceitful 
wearing of decorations and medals is a specific harm 
which is insulting to the rightful recipients of these 
awards, damaging to the integrity of the military honours 
system and harmful to the bond between the public and 
the Armed Forces.  This specific harm was considered to 
require a specific criminal sanction.  The Committee 
found that the incidence of acts 
involving military imposters is 
difficult to determine from 
official statistics, as 
convictions have not been 
recorded in a manner that 
allows individual offences to be 
identified outside of broader 
categories.  The experience of 
encountering military 
imposters among the Service 
charities which submitted 
evidence also seems to vary.  Nonetheless, a strong body 
of anecdotal evidence exists that points to military 
imposters being a continuing problem.  International 
comparisons show that a number of other nations have 
criminalised the deceitful use of decorations and medals, 
to the extent that the lack of such protection in the United 
Kingdom can be considered exceptional. The recent 
experience of in the United States is considered to be 
instructive in highlighting considerations which should be 
borne in mind when legislating in this area. 
 

The Report concludes with a number of observations to 
inform the debate at the Bill’s Second Reading and in its 
later legislative stages.  These include observations on 
the scope of the Bill, defences, the appropriate penalties 
and any considerations which might apply relating to 
devolved institutions or the European Convention on 
Human Rights.  Among the Report’s conclusions and 
recommendations are: 

The Repeal and Lack Of Replacement of Offences 
Criminalising Military Imposters:  We do not agree with 
the justifications provided by the Ministry of Defence for 
repealing offences relating to the protection of 
decorations without replacing them.  If the offences in the 
Army Act 1955 were unsuitable to be directly transposed, 
the Armed Forces 2006 Act should have included new, 
more workable offences which were well scoped and 
which incorporated appropriate exceptions. 
 

The Incidence of Deceitful Use of Decorations and 
Medals:  The precise level of incidence of the behaviour 
the Bill aims to prevent is difficult to determine because 
statistics on previous infringements have not been 
recorded in a form allowing accurate identification of the 
relevant offences.  The assessment of Service charities 
in encountering military imposters also seems to vary. 
There remains however, a body of strong anecdotal 
evidence that points to military imposters being a 
continuing problem. 
 

The Harm Caused by Military Imposters:  The 
enactment of criminal prohibitions should always merit 
the most serious consideration.  We conclude that there 
is a tangible and identifiable harm created by military 
imposters against members of society who should rightly 
be held in its highest esteem.  Therefore, we believe that 
specific prohibitions to mitigate this harm are justified. 
 

International Comparisons:  Criminalisation of the 
unauthorised and deceitful wearing of decorations and 
medals is commonplace in many other jurisdictions, to 
such an extent that a lack of similar protection in the 
United Kingdom can be viewed as exceptional.  Other 
countries have not sought to repeal these longstanding 
protections and we believe that the anomalous position of 
the United Kingdom should now be corrected. 
 

The Need for Relatives of Decorated Veterans to be 
Exempted from Any Offences:  The inclusion of a 
defence to ensure that family members representing 
deceased or incapacitated relations who are recipients of 
medals is vital, but ‘family member’ must be properly 
defined to ensure that there is no room for uncertainty or 
abuse.  We suggest that the Bill include a definition of 
‘family member’ in order to provide certainty over who will 
be covered by this category. 
 

Dr Julian Lewis, Chairman of the Defence Committee, 
stated:  Military imposters commit a specific harm that 
requires a specific criminal sanction.  Other countries 
have sought to maintain these sanctions, for reasons of 
deterrence and punishment, whilst the United Kingdom 
has foolishly disposed of them.  We support the aim of 
the Bill to remove this anomaly, and have called our 
Report ‘Exposing Walter Mitty’, because those who seek 
public admiration by pretending to have risked their lives 
are contemptible fantasists who need to be deterred. 
 

Combat Compensation Scheme  The MoD has 
launched a consultation on proposals to deliver better 
compensation in future combat situations.  Under the new 
enhanced scheme, individuals or their families will be 
awarded better compensation for injury or death in 
combat, without having to bring lengthy and costly legal 
cases. 
 

Record-Breaking RNRMC.  The Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity (RNRMC) has triumphed at the annual 
National Fundraising Awards winning a coveted Institute 
of Fundraising Award 2016 for best use of events, in 
conjunction with charity partner the Outward Bound Trust. 
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THE POLITICALLY UNCORRECT PAGES 
 

A Duck goes into a Bar and says to the Barman, Got any 
Bread and the Barman says ‘No’.  The duck says, Got any 
Bread?  And again the Barman patiently says ‘No’.  .  The 
duck says, Got any Bread?  And again the Barman 
getting miffed says ‘No’.   The duck says, Got any Bread?  
And the Barman loses his temper and says, ‘No, and if 
you ask me again I will nail your beak to the bar!  .  The 
duck says, Got any Nails?  The Barman says ‘No’  .  The 
duck says, Got any Bread? 
 

A Tourist walked into a pet shop and was looking at the 
animals on display.  While he was there, a Chief Petty 
Officer walked in, and said to the shopkeeper, ‘I'll have a 
Seaman monkey please’.  The shopkeeper nodded, went 
over to a cage at the side of the shop and took out a 
monkey.  He fitted a collar and leash, handed it to the 
Chief, saying  ‘That'll be £1000.  The Chief paid, and 
walked out with his monkey.  Startled, the tourist went 
over to the shopkeeper and said, ‘That was a very 
expensive monkey.  Most of them are only a few hundred 
pounds.  Why did it cost so much?’  The shopkeeper 
answered, ‘Ah, that monkey can clean heads, and 
bathrooms, passageways, perform routine maintenance 
on ship or outside deck fittings, troubleshoot, and repair 
complex navigation systems with no mistakes.  Well 
worth the money.  The tourist looked at the monkey in 
another cage.  ‘That one's even more expensive! 
£10,000! What does it do?.  ‘Oh! That one's a Petty 
Officer monkey;  it can instruct GMT, CSTT, PRT, DC, 
3M, PQS qualify the Seaman monkey, and even do some 
paperwork.  All the really useful stuff’, said the 
shopkeeper.  The tourist looked around for a little longer 
and saw a third monkey in a cage of its own.  The price 
tag around its neck read £50,000.  He gasped to the 
shopkeeper, ‘That one costs more than all the others put 
together!  What on earth does it do.  The shopkeeper 
replied, ‘Well, I haven't actually seen it do anything, but it 
says it's an Officer.’ 
 

Paddy called the RSPCA today and said, ‘I've just found 
a suitcase in the woods containing a fox and four cubs.’  
‘That's terrible,’ replied the operator, ‘Are they moving?’  
‘I'm not sure, to be honest’ Paddy said, ‘But I suppose that 
would explain the suitcase.’ 
 

Hillary Clinton goes to a gifted-student primary school in 
New York to talk about the world.  After her talk she offers 
question time; one little boy puts up his hand.  Hillary asks 
him his name.  ‘Kenneth,’ he says.  And what is your 
question, Kenneth?’ she asks.  ‘I have three questions,’ 
he says.  1st  What happened in Benghazi? 
2nd  Why would you run for president if you are not 
capable of handling two e-mail accounts? 
3rd  Whatever happened to the missing six-billion-dollars 
while you were Secretary of State?  Just then the bell 
rings for recess. Hillary informs the children that they will 
continue after recess.  When they resume Hillary says, 
‘Okay, where were we?  Oh! That's right, question time. 
Who has a question?’  A different boy puts his hand up.  
Hillary points to him and asks him his name.  ‘Johnny’ he 
says.  ‘And what is your question, Johnny?’ she asks.  ‘I 
have five questions,’ he says.  1st  What happened in 
Benghazi?  2nd  Why would you run for president if you 
are not capable of handling two e-mail accounts?  3rd  
Whatever happened to the missing six-billion-dollars 
while you were Secretary of State?  4th  Why did the 
recess bell go off 20 minutes early?  And 5th  Where's 
Kenneth?’ 

An Elderly Woman went into the doctor’s consulting 
room.  When she had settled down the doctor asked her 
why she was there, she replied, ‘I’d like the birth control 
pills’  Rather taken aback, the doctor thought for a minute 
and then said, ‘Excuse me Mrs. Smith, but you’re 75 
years old. What possible use could you have for birth 
control pills?’  The woman responded, ‘They help me 
sleep better.’  The doctor thought some more and 
continued,  ‘How in the world do birth control pills help you 
to sleep?’  Mrs. Smith replied, ‘I put them in my 
granddaughter’s orange juice, and I sleep better at night.’ 
 

Essex Girl enters a sex shop & asks for a vibrator.  The 
man says 'Choose from our range on the wall.'  She says 
'I'll take the red one.'  The man replies 'That's a fire 
extinguisher’. 
 

A Blonde young lady was at a RN Recruiting Office and 
the Recruiting Chief wanted to find out something about 
her personality so he asked, ‘If you could have a 
conversation with any person, living or dead, who would 
that be?’  The prospective Wren said quickly; ‘The living 
one.’ 
 

Some Interesting Cookery Observations.  I bought 
some 'Jamie Oliver Sausages' yesterday.  On the packet 
it said 'Prick with a fork’.  I thought, can't argue with that!  
When cooking Alphabet Soup, don't leave it unattended, 
it could spell disaster.  I had a row with my wife last night, 
she threw a bottle of fabric conditioner at me and it only 
just missed my head.  It must have been Lenor, because 
it was a bit too close for Comfort.  I love that new Korean 
vegetarian snack pot. Not Poodle.  My mate makes 
crockery disappear.  I said are you a wizard?  He said no 
I'm a sorcerer. 
 

BLACK FRIDAY GIFT ADVERTS 

 
A Light Hearted Quiz 

1.  Why are fish so smart? 
2.  What sea animal can be adjusted to play music? 
3.  What is the best way to communicate with a fish? 
4.  Why is it easy to weigh fish? 
5.  What is dry on the outside, filled with water and blows 
up buildings? 
6.  What do you call a big fish who makes you an offer 
you can’t refuse? 
7.  What is the difference between ‘a boat’ and a ‘Ship?’ 
8. Give two differences between a Skimmer & a 
Submariner 
9.  What’s Class do you put an incontinent submariner in? 
10.  How do you tell a veteran submariner? 

(Answers on Page 5 unless you are a smart-arse and 
know them all) 
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RELATIONSHIPS REVELATIONS 
 

The Computer Age.  Daddy, how was I born?  'Well, son, 
Your Mum and I first got together in a chat room on 
Yahoo.  Then I set up a date via e-mail with your Mum 
and we met at a cyber-cafe.  We sneaked into a secluded 
room, and Googled each other.  There your mother 
agreed to a download from my hard drive.  As soon as I 
was ready to upload, we discovered that neither one of 
us had used a firewall.  And since it was too late to hit the 
delete button.  Nine months later a little Pop-Up appeared 
that said:  'You got Mail. 
 

My Missus asked me earlier for £10,000 for a gastric 
band.  I said ‘Here's a fiver, get a padlock for the fridge’. 
 

Irish Panic.  An Irish Lad takes his girlfriend home for the 
first time.  He says, ‘This is A-man-da’  His dad jumps up. 
‘It's a what?’ 
 

Presents.  I've just bought my wife one of those pit bull 
terriers as a Christmas present.  Despite the big jaws, 
huge teeth, bulging eyes and fat belly, the dog really 
seems to like her. 
 

The Blonde.  I pulled in to the crowded car park at the 
local shopping centre and rolled down the car windows to 
make sure my new puppy has sufficient air.  She was 
stretched full out on the back seat, and I wanted to 
impress upon her that she must stay there.  I walked 
backwards to the kerb, pointing my finger and saying 
emphatically ‘Stay! Stay!’  A blonde leaving a nearby car, 
gave me a strange look and said, ‘Why don't you just put 
the handbrake on?’ 
 

I Told my Mate that I think my wife is having an affair.  
‘I'm sure you're imagining things,’ he said, ‘But to make 
sure nothing's going on, I'll stay with her at your house 
while you're at work.’  He's the best mate anyone could 
ever wish for. 
 

After Years of Trying, I’ve finally found my wife’s G-spot. 
Can you believe her sister had it all along? 
 

If You Think that women are the weaker sex, try pulling 
the blankets back to your side of the bed! 
 

We All Love to spend money buying new clothes but we 
never realise that the best moments in life are enjoyed 
without clothes. 
 

I've Been in Love with the same woman for 49 years. If 
my wife finds out, she'll kill me! 
 

And Finally from Paul,  

 

Marketing.  One buzz word in today's business world is 
Marketing.  However, people often ask for a simple 
explanation of the word Marketing.  Well, here it is:  You're 
a woman and you see a good looking man at a party.  You 
go up to him and say, ‘I'm fantastic in bed.’, That's Direct 
Marketing.  You're at a party with a bunch of friends and 
see a good looking man.  One of your friends goes up to 
him and, pointing at you, says, ‘She's fantastic in bed.’  
That's Advertising.  You see a good looking man at a 
party.  You go up to him and get his telephone number.  
The next day you call and say, ‘Hi, I'm fantastic in bed.’  
That's Telemarketing.  You see a good looking man at 
a party; you straighten your dress.  You walk up to him 
and pour him a drink.  You say, ‘May I?’ and reach up to 
straighten his tie, brushing your breast lightly against his 
arm, and then say, ‘By the way, I'm fantastic in bed.’  
That's Public Relations.  You're at a party and see a 
good looking man. He walks up to you and says, ‘I hear 
you're fantastic in bed?  That's Brand Recognition.  
You're at a party and see a good looking man.  He fancies 
you, but you talk him into going home with your friend.  
That's a Sales Rep.  Your friend can't satisfy him so he 
calls you.  That's Tech Support.  You're on your way to 
a party when you realise that there could be handsome 
men in all these houses you're passing, so you climb onto 
the roof of one situated towards the centre and shout at 
the top of your lungs, ‘I'm fantastic in bed!’  That's 
Facebook.  You are at a party; this attractive older man 
walks up to you and grabs your ass.  That's Donald 
Trump.  You didn't mind it, but twenty years later your 
attorney decides you were offended, and you are 
awarded a settlement.  That's America! 
 

Now Christmas & New Year are Over 
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JEFF BACON © CARTOONS 
 

The Serviceman’s 
sense of humour in 
the direst of 
situations never 
changes!  A simple 
example when 
someone was 
asked what they 
were going to do 
when they were in 
deep trouble for 
something or other 
and an old favourite 
was to say ‘Beam 
me up Scotty’ taken 
from the Startrek Films.  
 

THE TWO TIFFS 

 

 
 

 

And Finally  Tiff One called his old Shipmate and asked 
what was he doing?  He replied that he is working on 
‘Aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminium and 
steel under a constrained environment.’  Tiff Two was 
really impressed.  On further inquiring, he learnt that he 
was washing dishes with hot water, under his wife's 
supervision. 
Editor;  With sincere apologies to Paul of the Merchant 
Navy Assn (MNA) Newsletter 
 

THE LAST WORD ON CHRISTMAS 
Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like they're at 
home, when you wish they were! 

POSITIVE THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH (Page 1) 
I realise the Thought for the Month is not as straight 
forward, and simple as normal!  As I too had to look it up 
in the dictionary, and suspect that this may be too 
onerous for some?  I will therefore give an answer before 
a question.  Perspicacious   (pəːspɪˈkeɪʃəs/)   adjective 
adjective: perspicacious.  Having a ready insight into and 
understanding of things.  It offers quite a few facts to the 
perspicacious reporter!  So now you know as much as me 
 

SUBMARINERS WATCHES 
I received information on a Limited Edition Submariners 
Watch (Page 24 DD December) which I sent out to all 
members email but put a short description in the last 
newsletter, and loved the following reply from one of our 
members.  Terry, I did wonder if I loved my biggest 
brother enough for £400.00.  ‘I don't!’  I love a No Thank 
you when it makes me laugh! 
 

A LIGHT HEARTED QUIZ ANSWERS FROM PAGE 3 
1.  Because they live in schools 
2.  The Tune-a-Fish 
3.  Drop it a line 
4.  Because they have their own scales 
5.  A Tank 
6.  The Codfather 
7.  One is a Submarine and the other a Target 
8.  Their pay packet and knowledge 
9.  A ‘P’ Class 
10.  He remembers (or served on) more than two 
Submarine Squadrons! 
 

FNA NEWS 
You may not be aware that at the last AGM of the FNA in 
May I took over as the Sec, and Membership Sec.  
George Jones and I have been working hard since May 
to get our membership information up to date.  Many 
associations have been going 
through a period of change, and it is 
understandable that some 
administration has slipped through 
the net.  The Annual subscription for 
Associations is £15.  As we are all 
getting older many associations can 
no longer continue and this is where 
the FNA can assist.  Please have a 
look at our new website http://www.f-n-a.org which has 
recently been updated.  There you will also be able to 
access the latest issue of the Guardian Ensign 
(Newsletter).  Our next AGM is to be held in Southport, at 
the Prince of Wales Hotel, on 19-22 May 2017.  The 
application forms are on the webpage or through DS 
Secretary to members.  Regards,  Cliff Snelling,  
Secretary FNA 
7 Cobgate Close, Whaplode, Spalding, PE12 6SX 
Editor:  DS 2016 Subs were approved at our Dec 2015 
Meeting and paid and cashed on 7 Dec 2015.  It would 
however appear that the cheque was cashed and entered 
in list of receipts as unknown, due to the membership Sec 
getting the cheque as requested but the treasurer just 
having a note of subs received without identity.  I have 
been assured this will not occur again.  At our meeting 
Friday 2 Dec it was agreed to renew for 2017 and the 
cheque has been sent off with a request for an email 
receipt. 
 

I Have Learnt that people will forget what you said.  
People will even forget what you did.  But people will 
NEVER forget how you made them feel. 

It appears 
the new 

female Tiffs 
take the 

same 
courses as 

us! 

http://www.f-n-a.org/
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GENERAL ROYAL NAVY NEWS ITEMS 
And Bits & Bobs 

 

www.navybooks.com for information 
on NavyBooks, including to request a 
catalogue by post: 
or Email:  info@navybooks.com 
Phone:  01579 343663 
 

Royal Navy Destroys German Bomb  
RN News 16/11/2016.  Royal Navy bomb disposal 
experts have destroyed a WWII German device found in 
Portsmouth Harbour during dredging work ahead of the 
arrival of HMS Queen Elizabeth.  The device was found 
at 5am this morning by a barge dredging the harbour, part 
of a raft of infrastructure upgrades taking place in 
readiness for the arrival of the RN's new 65,000-tonne 
aircraft carrier.  The bomb was towed out to open waters 
1.5 miles east of the Isle of Wight where a controlled 
explosion took place at 4pm.  Shipping movements were 
restricted while the device was towed out through the 
harbour entrance.  Cdr Del McKnight, the CO of the RN's 
Fleet Diving Sqn, said: ‘Everything went smoothly, and 
we were pleased to be able to get the operation 
completed in daylight today. Despite being old, these 
devices still pose a very serious threat when they are 
moved.  Last year we had more than 450 call-outs around 
the UK, so this is really business as usual for us.  We’ve 
had more call-outs to Portsmouth than we would usually 
see, because of the extent of the dredging works being 
done to make way for HMS Queen Elizabeth, but we have 
teams on standby at 10 minutes notice around the UK 
ready to deal with these things. 
 

Harpoons Retired and Tired UK Bases  Ars Technica, 
17 No & Guardian, 15 Nov 2016.  The Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) has confirmed that current plans indicate that the 
Royal Navy (RN) will be left without anti-ship missiles 
when the current arsenal of RGM-84 Harpoon missiles go 
out of service in 2018.  Sources say that the RN will rely 
on its 4.5-inch main guns for anti-surface warfare, though 
the Navy's ship-based helicopters will still carry the Sea 
Skua air-to-surface missile, which will be upgraded to the 
Sea Venom in 2020.  There are also rumours of a 
capability gap between the service lives of those missiles. 
All of the RN's current surface combatants, including its 
Type 45 destroyers and Type 23 frigates carry the 
Harpoon missile.  Commentators suggest that the 
potential deficiency is attributable to major investments 
being made into larger programs, like the Queen 
Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers, and preparations for the 
future Dreadnought-class of ballistic missile submarines. 
Analysts note that it is unlikely that the RN would allow 
itself to be without a major offensive capability, and even 
if a replacement missile program is not introduced before 
the retirement of the Harpoon, it is likely that the extant 
system would be kept in service. In related news, the UK's 
National Audit Office has released a report detailing a 
series of deficiencies with regard to MoD properties, 
including major military bases. The report says that 
degraded facilities could erode the operational readiness 
of the Armed Forces, and years of reduced spending has 
led to a reduction in modernisation work and other 
upgrades.  Part of the blame has been placed on a private 
firm that was contracted to manage the MoD properties, 
though government underinvestment has also been a 
major factor.  The MoD responded to the report by 
suggesting that a program was in the works to reinvest an 
estimated £4 billion in facilities throughout the country. 

New Clyde Facility: Bears the proud name of Major 
Francis Harvey VC, an officer who served with the Royal 
Marine Light Infantry during the WWI.  Major Harvey was 
a specialist in Naval Artillery and was with HMS Lion 
during the Battle of Jutland.  Mortally wounded during the 
battle by a German artillery shell, Major Harvey had the 
presence of mind to order the flooding of HMS Lion’s Q 
turret, preventing an explosion which would have 
destroyed the entire ship.  Although he died seconds 
later, his final order saved thousands of lives, and earned 
him the Victoria Cross. 
 

HM Submarine Auriga  RBL Mag Advert.  Reunion 5-6 
May 2017.  Barn Hotel, Ruislip, Middlesex.  Reunion open 
to all who served aboard her at any time.  Contact and 
further details; Bob Cremin at iancremin@yahoo.co.uk 
or Tel 01895 624448.  Mob 07854 488383 
 

'Blacker' ROY JAMES SUBMARINES 1944  Cyril Brown 
is searching for 'Blacker' Roy James with whom he was 
in the submarines.  Roy borrowed and lost Cyril's 
motorbike, and he would like it back!  Contact Cyril Brown 
at 29 Blackburn Place, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8LB 
Editor;  Many of us know Taff Stoker Roy James ex SA 
Treasurer of many years standing and I realised this 
would put Cyril's date of birth in the mid 1920's thus in his 
90's and did not think even he was that old?  But I did add 
on passing it may have been your Dad!  Roy replied I was 
right for once, he was not that old and though his Dad had 
been a submariner in the 1930’s and a submariner it was 
not him.  (Being Welsh, I bet he checked his garage first 
though!).  Sadly, Roy’s mobility prevents us seeing him 
these days, but it was nice to make contact again. 
 

WW2 War Graves Looted in Indonesian Waters 
Sky News17 Nov, 2016 

The MoD has warned it will take action if British warships 
sunk off Indonesia in 1942 and considered war graves 
have been looted.  Three RN ships containing human 
remains are believed to have been illegally salvaged for 
scrap metal, as well as three Dutch vessels and a US 
submarine.  All were sunk when the Japanese defeated 
a joint British, American, Australian, and Dutch fleet in the 
Battle of the Java Sea.  As many as 2,300 Allied 
servicemen were killed.  An expedition to document 
sunken ships reportedly showed that HMS Exeter and 
HMS Encounter had been almost totally removed from 
the sea bed.  Another destroyer, HMS Electra, had also 
been looted, although much of it remains.  The Dutch 
Defence Ministry has begun its own investigation into the 
disappearance of three of its vessels.  The US submarine 
USS Perch has also been removed.  The UK government 
condemns the unauthorised disturbance of any wreck 
containing human remains, said the MoD.  We have 
contacted the Indonesian authorities to express our 
serious concern at this news, and to request that they 
investigate the reports and take appropriate action to 
protect the sites from any further disturbance.  The MoD 
said international law protects war graves, and it would 
expect them to be left undisturbed.  Desecration of 
wrecks of war and merchant vessels causes distress to 
loved ones of those lost on board.  The desecration of a 
war grave is a serious offence, it said.  The MoD said it 
would continue to work with governments to prevent 
‘inappropriate activity’.  A military wreck should remain 
undisturbed, and those who lost their lives on board 
should be allowed to rest in peace, said the MoD.  Where 
we have evidence of desecration of these sites, we will 
take appropriate action. 

http://www.navybooks.com/
mailto:info@navybooks.com


 7 

A SUBMARINERS DIT © Arthur Beer 
Just Another Day 

 

08:00 18 November 1960  I am a Leading Mechanical 
Engineer on the Submarine Thule, and we are at 
Harbour Stations at Portland Harbour, about to go to sea 
for the day exercising with various ships of the Royal 
Navy (RN), and the Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA). We slip 
and proceed at 08:00, and head out of harbour to our 
diving area about five miles south of Portland Bill.  While 
the crew are still at Harbour Stations the 1st Lt orders, 
‘Open up for diving’.  This is done by the whole crew to 
make sure that all the correct valves are open, and all the 

valves, and hatches are always ‘shut’, 
not closed.  You ‘close up’ for action 
stations, not shut up.  Submarine 
Thule was a ‘T’ Class submarine, built 
at Devonport Dockyard and 
commissioned in 1944.  She saw 
service in the Far East until the end of 
the war, under the command of Lt 
Alistair Mars, and sank a Japanese 

submarine in the Straits of Malacca.  She is 275 feet long, 
displaces 1,090 tons surfaced and 1,5575 dons dived.  
Speed is 15 knots surfaced and 9 knots submerged.  She 
carries 17 torpedoes, and has 6 tubes forward, and one 
aft, with two external tubes over the engine room.  Her 
crew consists of five officers and 56 Senior and Junior 
ratings.  Our Captain is Lieutenant Thompson. 
 

Exercising off Portland is what submariners call ‘mickey 
mousing’, diving to between 100 and 200 feet, letting the 
Frigates and Destroyers try to find us on their sonar.  
Boring is not the word for it; trundling up and down 
listening to the ‘pings’, and waiting for ‘Tot Time’ to come.  
We keep ‘watch diving’, and as it is generally quiet, keep 
the boat clean, and maintain any machinery that needs it.  
If any surface ships are detected, i.e. the Weymouth to 
Jersey ferry, or any passing tankers, the Captain may 
decide to ‘attack’ them.  This means that the ‘Attack’ team 
closes up, and we go to periscope depth, about 48 feet, 
and do a dummy attack on whatever is there.  This 
particular day, the old man decided to attack the RFA 
‘Black Ranger.  Nothing special about that.  I was off 
watch, and in the Stokers Mess, in the after ends, talking 
to the Engineers Storekeeper.  Suddenly the boat rolled 
over 90o and general opinion was that we had hit the 
bottom of the English Channel.  on looking at the depth 
gauge I realised that we were still at periscope depth, so 
something must have hit us! 
 

The Control Room immediately piped ‘Diving Stations’.  
My Diving Station was in the engine room, and when I got 
there the watch-keeper, a Canadian Leading Engineer 
said, ‘It went over the top’.  The engine room hatch was 
leaking slightly, so I went into the control room, and 
reported this to the Officer of the Watch (OOW).  He then 
piped, ‘Shut all watertight doors’, and being by the engine 
room door, I shut it instantly, only to realise that I had shut 
myself out of an escape compartment, not the wisest of 
moves in the circumstances.  However, after the chaos in 
the control room had died down, it became apparent that 
we had been hit just aft of the conning tower by the ‘Black 
Ranger’, which we had been attacking.  It was alleged 
that the Sonar Operator had given the range of the ‘Black 
Ranger’ as 2,000 yards, but it transpired that he had 
added a nought, and the range was in fact 200 yards.  
When the Captain ordered ‘Periscope Depth’ to have a 
look, the tanker was right on top of us.  I hope the Captain 
was wearing his brown underpants? 

The boat was soon brought under control, and there was 
no serious damage to the hull structure, and no major 
leaks reported.  After a very careful checking of all 
systems, and making sure there was nothing above, we 
surfaced.  The boat behaved quite normally, and I think 
the crew, generally, breathed a sigh of relief.  We were 
on the surface.  When the hatches were open we, all 
realised how close we had been to a major disaster.  The 
after casing, just above the engine room hatch, had been 
destroyed.  The ‘Black Ranger’ had hit us, just touching 
the rear of the conning tower, and hitting the casing and 
starboard external torpedo tube with great force.  The 
Snort Mast was sheared off, and to this day still rests in 
the Channel.  If we had been a foot nearer the surface it 
would have taken the engine room hatch off completely.  
Photographs showed the extent of the damage so I need 
not enlarge.  The ‘Black Ranger’ was virtually 
undamaged.  It is reported that when we surfaced, the 
Skipper sent a signal to the ‘Black Ranger’, ‘Thules rush 
in, where Rangers fear to tread’.  We did what was 
necessary to make the boat safe, and made our way, on 
one engine back into Portland Harbour.  As you can 

imagine, we had a 
top brass 
welcome.  There 
were Admirals, 
and Commodores 
by the dozen on 
the jetty, plus the 
TV and media, to 
see our very sorry 
sight.  The whole 
crew was very 

disappointed, Thule, was a good bot with a good crew, 
and we all knew that this was about to end.  The only 
injuries were to our pride.  When we had tied up the 
Captain ‘Cleared Lower Deck’, and addressed all ratings.  
Firstly, he apologised for endangering our lives, and 
endangering our boat.  He asked us not to get involved in 
any way with the media.  It was the day before pay day, 
and he said he had organised for us to be paid a day 
early.  We were to go ashore, and enjoy ourselves, and 
he would personally destroy any patrol reports that might 
be placed before him an invitation that was taken very 
seriously, as you can imagine.  
 

The outcome was that we took ‘Thule’ back to Devonport 
Dockyard where she was repaired.  She was scrapped in 
1962.  The Captain faced a Court Martial, and was 
reprimanded.  He was later promoted to Lt Commander, 
and made First Lt of HMS Sea Eagle, a shore base in 
Northern Ireland.  I left the boat in December, and was 
drafted to HMS Sultan, to commence a two year 
Mechanician’s Course.  Just another day in the RN. 
 

Editor:  I thank Arthur Beer for sharing his typed report 
with us and he also supplied an A4 sheet of photographs 
but they do not photocopy very well and would take a lot 
of printing ink for our hard copies.  However, for those 
with a computer there is a Pathe News Clip showing all 
the damage available at 
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/sub-thule-collision-
with-tanker  I love how the Inspection Officers and Senior 
Rates are all wearing their uniforms (not overalls or 
working rig) to climb in and out of the damaged after 
casing.  There is no sound with the video but as Arthur 
says in his article a frightening experience dealt with by 
professional submariners and the attitude of just get on 
with life. 

http://www.britishpathe.com/video/sub-thule-collision-with-tanker
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/sub-thule-collision-with-tanker
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HMS Caroline Vital Hull Restoration 
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk  9 Nov, 2016 

She hasn’t been out of the water for 32 years so it’s not 
surprising to see the hull of the sole surviving vessel from 
the Battle of Jutland covered in barnacles.  Two tugs 
spent an hour easing HMS Caroline from her home at 
Alexandra Dock in Belfast to Harland and Wolff’s Heavy 
Industries Dock for hull inspection and repair.  The work 
includes removing the marine growth, stripping paint from 
her hull and ultra-sonic testing to check for areas of 
weakness and repairs.  Caroline, which has remained in 
the water since 1984, will have a marine-grade paint 
scheme applied to her hull before she is returned to her 
dock in the city’s Titanic Quarter before Christmas.  The 
3,700-ton veteran light cruiser opened to the public in 
June, a day after the centenary commemorations for the 
WW1 battle, but vital work on her hull was delayed in 
order to capture summer visitors, with 16,000 people 
going aboard in five months to witness the result of her 
£15m restoration project.  She was one of more than 150 
British warships that locked horns with the Kaiser’s High 
Seas Fleet in the North Sea at Jutland, when she charged 
at the German lines on at least one occasion to unleash 
torpedoes.  Caroline tells the story of the Irish Sailor (the 
country wasn’t partitioned until 1921).  Around 350 
Irishmen died at Jutland, and more than 10,000 of them 
served in the Royal Navy, the Royal Marines, Royal Naval 
Reserve, Merchant Navy, fishing fleets, and maritime 
rescue services during WW1. HMS Caroline’s links with 
Belfast began on 1 April 1924 when she became the 
headquarters and training ship for Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve’s Ulster Division. The restoration project was 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund with support from 
Department for the Economy and Tourism N.I. 
 

The Oldest Navy Submarine Turns 75 
By Melissa Constanzer 19 Nov, 2016 

The Navy’s oldest submarine celebrated another birthday 
today. A ceremony was held for the 75th anniversary of 
the USS Drum SS-228 ON 19 Nov.  There was also the 
unveiling of Battleship Park’s annual Christmas card 
which was designed by a local student.  Active military 
members and submarine veterans came to learn more 
about the sub and tour it.  Submarine veterans say they 
share a stronger bond with a sub than a sailor does to his 
ship.  A lot of them served on submarines like this, said 
Tom Bowser, Volunteer at USS Drum.  During the war, 
after the war, these were still in service up to (1974).  So 
it’s coming home to them.  As we say, we grew up on 
these submarines because we went on board at 18 or 
nineteen years old.  They took us into manhood.  In 
honour of the submarine’s birthday, admission to 
Battleship Park was free all day.  The USS Alabama will 
celebrate its seventy-fifth anniversary next year. 
 

Military Machines: HMS Artful Submarine 
Telegraph Video 29 Nov 2016 

On the link to a Telegraph video, the short clip takes a 
look at HMS Artful, an Astute Class nuclear-powered 
submarine used by the RN.  The 7,400-tonne sub is 
powered by a Rolls Royce PWR2 reactor and a MTU 
600kw diesel generator, which can drive the vessel at 
speeds in excess of 30 knots.  Her clever nuclear-
powered technology means she can circle the world 
without needing to surface, as fresh water and oxygen for 
the crew on board can be manufactured from seawater. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/0/military-
machines-hms-artful-submarine/ 

HMS/M Affray  My name is Chris Brogan, I work with the 
Special Boat Service Association (SBSA) and I deal with 
history relating to the Special Boat Service (SBS) and 
their forebear units.  We have been asked to get in 
contact with any surviving relatives of the four men listed 
below:  Sgt Trevor John Andrews CH/X3 263,  Mne 
Alfred Herbert George Hooper PO/X 6485, Mne 
Dennis William Jarvis CH/X 4883, Cpl Edward 
Norman Shergold PO/X 5874  These men were with the 
Special Boat Company (SB Coy) and were lost with the 
disappearance of HM Submarine Affray that occurred 
on 16 April 1951.  On Remembrance Day in 2017 there 
will be a memorial dedication at Gosport.  The group 
organising this function is hoping to have any surviving 
relatives of these four men listed above to attend this 
dedication.  If you could help me with this request it would 
be appreciated and I look forward to your reply.  Regards 
Chris Brogan SBSA  Responses to Nat SA Sec 
nigelmellor@sky.com  07427-159476 
 

E5 WWI Found after Vanishing 100 Years Ago 
Sean Morrison Mirror Online 24 Nov 2016 

For 100 years it has kept its secrets, lying almost 
forgotten on the seabed.  The first British submarine to 
fire a torpedo in the First World War vanished in 1916. 
But now the descendants of the 29 brave crewmen who 
died at last know its fate.  Divers found the remarkably 
intact hull of HMS E5 off the coast of the Netherlands after 
securing an agreement for a brief suspension of the busy 
shipping lane beneath which it rests.  Built in Barrow-in-
Furness and commissioned in 1913, HMS E5 (The Royal 
Navy didn't start naming its submarines until 1942) was 
feared to have struck a mine while rescuing survivors 
from a stricken trawler near Heligoland Bight on March 7, 
1916.  Its resting place remained a mystery until amateur 
maritime archaeologists won permission to examine a 
wreck off Schiermonnikoog, near the German border.  
Encrusted with limpets and barnacles, it proved to be that 
of the 178ft E5, its hatches open in a poignant indication 
that its crew made a vain effort to escape.  Its conning 
tower, which once bore its identifying 'pennant number' of 
85, lay nearby on the seabed but there was no sign of 
major damage to the hull, indicating that it was not sunk 
as a result of enemy action.  Remy Luttik, who led the 
Zeester diving team, said: 'A piece of the puzzle of the 
maritime history of the North Sea has surfaced.  The 
results offer hope for relatives looking for their missing 
loved ones.' who is an advanced underwater diver.  The 
Daily Mail has traced relatives, including the grandson of 

Petty Officer Arthur Robert 
Owen, (Shown in Photo) 
from Battersea, South 
London, who shares his 
name.  Retired insurance 
broker Mr Owen, who is 
known as Robert and is 
now 74, said: 'No one ever 
knew what happened to it, 
the submarine just 
vanished.  My grandfather 
joined the Navy when he 
was just 12, and switched 
to serving on submarines 
because the pay was better 

than on the surface.  It's extraordinary that it's been found 
100 years later.'  The programme manager of maritime 
heritage for the Dutch government, said he hoped that by 
working with dive groups the resting places of more 
vessels could now be discovered. 

mailto:nigelmellor@sky.com
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DS LOCAL NEWS 
 

Nov Lunch Club  30 Nov.  This was held at the 
Stonehouse Bartlewood Lodge on the Derby/Spondon 
Road but technically in the Parish of Ockbrook.  As 
requested to keep life simple everyone had the carvery 
option and as it turned out this was fortunate as I was still 
not feeling too well after over a month of trying to shake 
off some bug or another with a cold thrown in.  Anyway 
with commitments I went to pick up Jean and on getting 
to her door at 11:27hrs she asked me what I was calling 
for, and was shocked that she was cleaning and had 
forgotten I promised to pick her up at 11:30 which I 
confirmed the night before!  Told her to get her glad rags 
on and we set off just after 20 to 12 to be greeted with 
‘What time do you call this?’ to which Jean declared it was 
not her fault, Terry was late picking me up!!  Anyway I 
checked everyone off the list and collected the money 
advising I would be leaving once all paid and sorted, 
thence distributed all the carvery tickets with only one 
small and the rest regular an easy job, and bade 
everyone farewell and hoped they enjoyed their meals 
which by all account they did.  I had to ring another couple 
before departure to find they were ill, and were not 
attending, but the management were very understanding, 
and we were not held to our written booking so it was 
fortunate that it was a carvery. 
 

Christmas Lunch 6 Dec.  Our Annual Christmas Lunch 
was held at the Toby Carvery, The Park with a two course 
lunch of a carvery followed by a multi choice sweet.  The 
staff as always looked after us superbly and the original 
figure of just over 30 slipped with one double booking and 
two having to cancel on the day due to an unplanned for 
hospital visit, but Jenny Williamson did find a substitute 
for one of these by inviting Judy Holland’s daughter to join 
us.  We did not run a normal raffle but I produced 
individual place mats on a Christmas theme which all 
present studied intently.  It was not the tremendous 
design but the fact the Table Top Raffle from the lunch 
club raffle from the week before was used to purchase a 
big box of biscuits and a nice fruit cake and we had some 
beer left over which were lumped together as a prize too.  
These prizes were determined by one of the submarines 
having a number on its fin of 1-30 and a member of staff 
drew out three winning tickets which were Stan, Jim Hunt, 
and Sue Horton.  The fact the beer went as a first choice 
on first prize is a good indication of preferred prizes. 
 

The organisation went well with no one having to queue 
for very long and this was solely due to the fact everyone 
arrived on time for twelve, and we thence managed to be 
served before a big booking of 60 which was following us 
at 12:30.  The many different sweets were served with no 
problem and only one little hitch.  A new member of staff 
came and asked me which sundae people wanted.  I 
advised I thought there was only one, the Gingerbread 
one to be told no, there is also a rum sundae.  As you can 
image when I went round those who had ordered this dish 
most changed their order.  Thence the girl came back 
most apologetic as it was not often she was right, but she 
was wrong again, and the rum sundae incurred an extra 
£2 charge per order to which I made the executive 
decision leave as per the original order.  However, so as 
not to cause disappointment we Spliced the Mainbrace 
for a toast with our bottle of rum which much to many’s 
disgust was Woods, as voted by the majority for a 
change!!  This thence gave those with the sundae to drink 
half their tot in the toast to the Derbyshire Submariners 
and pour the rest on their sundae so they did not dip out. 

On conclusion of the sweets we carried out the traditional 
passing of the Port and toasted the Queen.  As is our 
tradition we shared the Port and Wood’s Queen’s with the 
staff which was especially appreciated by the hard-
working kitchen staff.  Several of us were very, very 
amused by the young waitress on her first day who was 
told by one of our regular waitresses it was alright for her 
to share a tot of rum with these strange submariner types.  
She saw her tot of Woods off in one, stood transfixed 
whilst several of us enjoyed the amusement of her 
expression and she croaked that was strong and walked 
away waving both hands over her mouth!!  Once again 
we thank Stephanie and all her staff for looking after us 
and all the DS who supported the event.  Another thing 
that is so nice about these events is the very obvious 
looking after of each other and those with cars helping 
those who had not even though the venues are all on 
regular bus routes the difficulties of mobility and age are 
an increasing problem for several, BZ to you all. 
 

SA Diaries.  9 Dec  I have only just received the diaries 
& our next meeting is not until Feb 2017, so I have stuck 
them all in the post.  Unfortunately, even though they are 
within the weight they exceed a normal stamp and 
needed to be wrapped up secure thus the bottom line is 
we lost a little which will be covered by DS Funds to 
enable them to get out to those who ordered them.  Those 
who have not paid for their order are asked to do so with 
their subs as soon as possible please so I can get the 
Financial books made up to date as soon after 31/12 to 
pass all the paperwork, bankbooks and statements to the 
auditors (or scrutineers) to check your accounts early 
next year ready for the DS AGM in April.  Update 17/12 
all diaries have been distributed and paid for. 
 

Three Funerals and a Christmas Lunch.  The First 
week of Christmas became a very busy full diary when I 
studied it on the Sunday evening.  I had a funeral out at 
Markeaton Crem, Derby at 09:20hrs with the request for 
the Standard from the D&DExSvc for an ex-Army chap 
with no known relatives or friends.  Myself and the 
Mickleover RBL Standard Marched him in, and did the 
final salute.  It was a quick Committal with about 30 ex 
Service attending and the Chair of Derbyshire RBL saying 
the Exhortation and Kohima with the Last Post and the 
two Standards Dipping.  Thence the curtain closed with 
the Funeral Director reading the committal, and we 
Standards as usual lined the exit for people to leave.  
Because of the problems last month with an early funeral 
I had again left home at 07:30 confident I would be OK as 
this one was 20 minutes later, and even though it was a 
Monday morning I was on site at 08:15hrs an hour early 
but the office ladies took pity on a freezing submariner 
and treated me to a cup of hot coffee which was much 
appreciated as well as their warm office.  I pulled in a visit 
to my mother at her care home North of Ilkeston, and 
made my way to Bramcote Crem over the Nottingham 
border for the funeral of a long serving RBL Ilkeston 
member.  It quickly became evident that something was 
not right as he was not listed on the programme, but 
neither was the previous funeral either!  A quick phone 
call to Arthur the Chair established in my efforts not to be 
late again, I was in fact 1 week and ½ an hour early!!  Oh 
Well, as I said for many of us it is not often we are right, 
but I was wrong again.  Tuesday was straight forward with 
a difficult drive in pea souper fog over to Burton on Trent 
for Charlie Larter BoT SA funeral.  Three Standards from 
BoT, Derby and TS Modwena BoT.  Charlie was Piped 
over the Side, and the Standards dipped at the committal. 
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FAR EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Bangladesh Receives Two Submarines from China 
Jane's, 15 November 2016 

The Bangladesh Navy has acquired two refurbished 
1,800-ton Type 035 Ming-class diesel-electric attack 
submarines (SSK) from China.  The two boats were 
previously in service with China's People's Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN), and the deal for their purchase by 
Bangladesh has been rumoured for several years; 
reports in 2013 suggested that they were purchased for 
USD $203 million.  The SSKs are expected to arrive in 
Bangladesh in early 2017, and until then, they will 
undergo various training and familiarization exercises in 
Chinese waters. 
 

Pakistani Navy Detects Indian Submarine 
Tariq Moin Siddiqui Pakistan News 18 Nov, 2016 

According to a press release, Pakistan Navy once again 
proved its vigilance and operational competence by 
detecting and blocking an Indian submarine from entering 
Pakistani waters.  The unsuspecting submarine was 
detected and localised south of Pakistani coast on 14 
Nov.  Thereafter, despite the submarine's desperate 
efforts to escape detention, it was continuously tracked 
by Pakistan Navy Fleet units and pushed well away clear 
of Pakistani waters. The press release further said, that 
the thriving encounter of detecting the Indian Navy 
submarine at high seas and its continued surveillance not 

only speaks very high of 
Pakistan Navy's anti-
submarine warfare capability 
but also reflects the 
commitment and resolve to 
defend sea frontiers of 
Pakistan.  The Pakistan Navy 
continues to maintain high 

level of preparedness and vigil to guard sea frontiers.  In 
order to divert attention from the indigenous freedom 
movement in Indian Occupied Kashmir, India has 
persistently embarked upon a series of provocative 
actions against Pakistan.  While Indian Army continues to 
undertake serious Ceasefire Violations along the LOC 
and the Working Boundary, Indian Navy has also 
deceitfully deployed its submarines against Pakistan with 
ulterior motives, the press release added.  According to 
Commodore (Retd) Syed M Obaidullah, the diesel-
electric attack submarine Type 209 is one of the most 
lethal submarines in the world. He added that the 
submarine was headed towards the coast of Balochistan.  
Speaking to Geo News, Admiral (retired) Tasneem 
Ahmed said there can be 2-3 reasons for the presence of 
the Indian submarine.  He added that the submarine was 
detected through aerial surveillance.  
Editor:  The photo release shows how vulnerable a dieso 
submarine is when snorting! 
 

More Submarines Needed: Parrikar 
Dinakar Peri The Hindu 22 Nov 2016 

This represents a major change in policy with growing 
underwater strength of Pakistan and China in the Indian 
Ocean.  The country should rethink its submarine building 
programme and expand its fleet beyond the planned 24, 
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikarhas  said.  The 
Minister was speaking at a joint Navy-FICCI seminar, 
‘Current and future challenges in design and construction 
of underwater vessels’.  The government had approved 
an ambitious ‘30-year submarine construction plan’ in 

1999 for building 24 conventional submarines till 2030.  
This was later converted to include nuclear attack 
submarines as well.  We need to rethink about the real 
requirement based on our projection.  We also need to 
assure that the skilled manpower and skills developed we 
need to retain it.  To retain it, we need to have more 
construction of submarines, Mr. Parrikar said.  However 
the plan has been delayed with only one programme 
approved so far, Project-75, for six Scorpenes being built 
under by the Mazgaon Docks Limited (MDL) with 
technology transfer from DCNS of France.  The Navy is 
also set to induct the first of the Scorpene in January and 
the remaining five at nine month intervals. 
 

The Navy is critically short of submarines, the most potent 
naval platforms, with 14 operational platforms, including 
one nuclear attack submarine leased from Russia.  But 
with regular maintenance and high turnaround times the 
actual availability is much less.  A new plan to build the 
next line of submarines under Project-75I has been held 
up due to delay in formulating the guidelines for the 
proposed ‘strategic partnerships’ model under the 
Defence Procurement Procedure 2016, which Mr. 
Parrikar said would be finalised very soon.  It [strategic 
partnerships] has already been approved and the drafting 
of the chapters is under way.  Approval is needed by the 
Defence Acquisition Council [DAC] and probably by the 
Cabinet as well as it has financial implications, Mr. 
Parrikar said, adding that once the strategic partnership 
model was approved Project-75I would be fast-tracked.  
In this context, Mr. Parrikar called for higher level of 
indigenisation in submarine building. ‘Indigenisation in 
Scorpenes is not up to the mark but in the Advanced 
Technology Vessel [ATV] programme [nuclear 
submarines], it is over 70%’ he observed. 

 
Ex Russian Submarines in China 
By Kyle Mizokami 29 Nov, 2016 

The Kilo-class submarine was purchased from Russia 
during the 1990s and is the tip of Beijing's spear in its 
disputes with neighbours.  The People's Republic of 
China bought twelve 636-class submarines in the 1990s 
and early 2000s. The submarines, known as the ‘Kilo’ 
class to NATO, were originally designed by the Soviet 
Union to operate in Cold War European coastal waters. 
After the fall of the USSR and the end of the Warsaw 
Pact, the 636 class became a useful means for Russia to 
earn hard currency, and the submarines were exported to 
China, Algeria, India, Iran, and Vietnam.  The 636 class 
is fairly small by modern standards, just 238 feet long by 
32 feet wide.  They displace 3,076 tons submerged, less 
than half that of an American nuclear attack submarine. 
The subs are powered by diesel engines that allow them 
to move at speeds of up to 10 knots on the surface and 
17 knots underwater. They have a maximum operating 
depth of 984 feet, but normally dive to a maximum of 787 
feet.  The 636 class excels in two areas: silence and 
shallow water operations.  Nicknamed ‘Black Holes’ by 
the U.S. Navy, their teardrop hulls reduce water 
resistance and offer a huge leap over China's older Ming 
class diesel electric subs.  The 636's propulsion plant is 
isolated on a rubber base to prevent vibrations from being 
picked up by enemy submarine hunters.  Each ship is 
covered from bow to stern with rows of rubber tiles that 
deaden sound.  A pair of ducted props powered by low-
speed motoring motors allow it to operate closer to the 
sea floor, a useful feature for the task. Close to China with 
the average depth of the Taiwan Strait is only sixty metres 
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SECRETS OF KENT'S WW1 GERMAN U-BOAT 
I heard this story on a Coast TV Programme and it 
prompted me to look it up on the internet and what follows 
is two reports on this wrecked U-Boat from WWI. 
 

For almost a century it has been rusting in obscurity on a 
remote part of the Kent marshes.  Now, following an 
investigation by experts for English Heritage, the hull of a 
First World War German submarine has finally given up 
its secrets.  As part of a major project to mark next year’s 
centenary of the conflict’s outbreak, marine 
archaeologists have conducted research into the 
shipwreck to establish its identity and piece together its 
final journey.  The vessel, on a creek off the River 
Medway, is thought to be the only wrecked submarine 
from the conflict which can be seen from British shores.  
It is almost completely exposed at low tide and can, with 
caution, be visited.  It was previously thought to be one of 
either U122, U123 or UB 122, but following the 
investigation, the team believe they can discount the first 
two, which were minelayers, because they would have 
been larger in size.  According to the team’s research, the 
vessel, captained by Oberleutnant zur See Alexander 
Magnus, had surrendered at the end of the war, and been 
taken to Britain. It had later been towed up the Medway 
to Halling, where its diesel engines were removed and 
fitted at a local cement works. 
 

In 1921, it was being taken back down the river, towards 
the Thames Estuary to be further dismantled, when its 
tow broke and it was swept ashore, coming to rest in 
Humble Bee Creek, near to the Isle of Grain, where it 
remains.  The vessel had 
been one of the most 
advanced submarines of 
the German fleet, being 
launched in February 
1918, at a yard in 
Bremen.  It was a Type 
UB III, coastal patrol 
submarine and would 
have carried 10 
torpedoes, with a crew of 
34 and a cruising range 
of 7,200-9,000 miles.  
The vessel undertook just two patrols before the end of 
the war and failed to sink any Allied shipping.  After the 
armistice, it and other U-boats were surrendered to the 
allies.  In November 1918, a total of 114 U boats were 
taken into Harwich harbour. 
 

Some were subsequently given to France as part of the 
war reparations package, but most, like UB 122 were 
consigned for scrap.  Before being broken up, the 
vessels’ components were removed and, where possible, 
recycled, hence UB 122’s trip up the Medway.  It was one 
of six U-boats to be lost after the war, while under tow on 
their way to be broken up.  One, U-118, washed up on 
Hastings beach, where it became a tourist attraction until 
it was scrapped where it was. UB 122 was simply left in 
situ.  (Editor; This Hastings Boat has been covered in a 
previous DD newsletter).  Mark Dunkley a marine 
archaeologist with EH said: ‘For most people, U-boats are 
out of sight.  We know many were lost during the First and 
Second World War.  For those that live on the coast, this 
is a tangible and visible reminder of those that lost their 
lives at sea.’   It has been surveyed by experts from 
Cotswold Archaeology as part of an English Heritage 
scheme to locate dozens of British and German 
submarines which sank off the coast of England during 

the First World War.  The project, to last for another four 
years, will involve identification and analysis of all 
submarine shipwrecks from the period which are within 
territorial waters - 12 miles from the coast.  Preliminary 
research by the team, studying historical records, 
identified three British and 41 German submarines from 
the conflict which are known to have sunk in the area.  
The locations of some of these have already been 
established, but others have yet to be discovered.  
Although most associated with the Second World War, 
submarine warfare was first deployed during the earlier 
conflict, as German U-boats attempted to cut supply lines 
into and around the British Isles, while Royal Navy 
vessels patrolled in search of enemy ships.  At the start 
of the war, submarines were supposed to abide by 
international rules, under which they were supposed to 
allow the crews of merchant ships to get to safety before 
sinking their vessels.  But this swiftly became impractical 
and led to the adoption of unrestricted submarine warfare 
by Germany, which, nearly brought Britain to its knees in 
1917.  During the course of the war, German U-boats 
sank more than 12 million tons of shipping - around 5,000 
ships - with the loss of 178 submarines and almost 5,000 
men killed.  Editor;  For those with a computer click on 
the following link to see an aerial view of the submarine 
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.4305118,0.632080
2,240m/data=!3m1!1e3 
 

Interesting Places to Visit on The Medway – Part 1 
Did you know we have the only visible WW1 German U-
Boat in the UK in our river?  Less than 6Nm from the club, 
the sorry looking wreck is visible by boat only, and quite 

a treat to visit if you 
have the will (and a 
tender).  It’s the 
wreck of UB122.  At 
the end of WW1, at 
least 100 of 
Germany’s U-boats 
(submarines) were 
confiscated, and 
towed over to here 
to be scrapped.  It’s 

believed that this particular one had already had its 
engines and conning tower removed at Halling.  It was 
quite common for submarine engines to be used for 
industrial factory uses in those days.  In 1921, it was 
being towed towards the Thames Estuary when its tow 
broke and it drifted into Humble Bee Creek where it’s 
been sitting for nearly 100 years.  Originally, there was 
confusion and experts weren’t sure if it was either U122, 
U123 or UB 122, but following an investigation, experts 
are now confident they can discount the first two, as they 
were minelayers, and would have been larger in size. 
 

She carried up to 3 officers and 31 men (quite an 
achievement when you see her up close), 10 Torpedoes, 
and a 3.46 inch deck gun.  While surfaced, she could 
travel at 13.9kn, and submerged, dropped to 7.6kn.  To 
visit it, you’ll need to anchor NE of Bee Ness Jetty about 
1-2 hours after low tide, and then take your tender up 
Humble Bee Creek and keep a good lookout and you 
should see it after passing a couple of mud islands.  It is 
theoretically possible to climb aboard and walk around on 
top, but BE VERY CAREFUL – there are lots of very 
sharp bits of metal protruding, and being a wreck, any 
part of it could collapse at any moment.  My advice is not 
to climb aboard unless you’re very sure of your 
capabilities. 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.4305118,0.6320802,240m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.4305118,0.6320802,240m/data=!3m1!1e3
http://www.medwayyachtclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/IMG_0699.jpg
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RUSSIA SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Russia's Has a Fatally Wounded Nuclear Submarine 
That Could Become an Underwater 'Chernobyl' 

Dave Majumdar The National Interest, 22 Nov, 2016 
Based on the November-class (Project 627 Kit) 
submarines, the ill-fated K-27 was the first and only 
Project 645 nuclear attack boat built by the Soviet Union. 
Like the U.S, the Soviet Union often experimented with 
advanced technologies that were well ahead of their time. 
Indeed, with its pair of VT-1 liquid-metal cooled nuclear 
reactors, K-27 was very much a science project first and 
an operational attack boat second.  When K-27 was first 
laid-down on June 15, 1958, she was the first Soviet 
submarine designed with a pair of novel lead-bismuth 
cooled reactors.  While the new reactors were smaller 
and more powerful than conventional pressurized water 
reactors, the innovative new power plants were 
troublesome from the beginning.  Nonetheless, K-27 
quickly accumulated an impressive record in Soviet naval 
service, including one where she became the first 
Russian nuclear attack boat to remain submerged for 50 
straight days.  But despite her impressive service record, 
K-27’s lifespan was a short one.  The submarine’s 
operational life was cut short due to a reactor accident. 
On May 24, 1968, K-27 suffered from a failure in one of 
her VT-1 reactors; power suddenly dropped from 87% 
output to 7%. The power drop came with a massive 
increase in gamma radiation that flooded the reactor 
compartment.  Additionally, gas vented from the reactor 
and spread to the other compartments.  We had a 
radiation detector in the compartment, but it was switched 
off.  To be honest, we hadn't paid much attention to the 
radiation dosimeters we were given.  But then, our 
radiation supervisor switched on the detector in the 
compartment and it went off the scale.  He looked 
surprised and worried, recounted Vyacheslav 
Mazurenko, then a 22-year-old chief warrant officer 
(CWO), to the BBC. 
 

The crew did not fully understand the extent of the 
problem with the reactor until it was far too late.  But two 
hours after the initial alarm, crewmen had to be physically 
carried out of the reactor compartment due to radiation 
sickness.  Eventually, the crew managed to surface the 
stricken submarine. The journey back to Gremikha 
(Ostrovnoy) on Russia’s Kola Peninsula took more than 
five hours.  When the sub surfaced to make the trip back 
to the docks, the division ordered it to cut its engines and 
await special instructions, Mazurenko recounted.  The 
Captain [Pavel Leonov], however, decided to keep going, 
because if the sub stopped for several hours nobody 
would survive long enough to get it back to base.  All 144 
members of the crew had been exposed to radiation, with 
nine eventually dying of from radiation poisoning.  K-27 
was permanently laid-up soon after in June 1968, though 
the Soviets carried out various experiments onboard the 
vessel until 1973.  K-27 was eventually decommissioned 
Feb 1979 and then scuttled in very shallow water; just 99ft 
deep, in the Kara Sea on 6 Sept, 1982, where she 
remains as a ticking environmental time bomb.  Indeed, 
the problem is so grave that many environmental 
scientists believe that the submarine must be retrieved 
and disposed of properly.  Radiation leakages will come 
sooner or later if we just leave the K-27 there.  The sub 
has already been on the seafloor for 30 years, and it was 
rusty even before it was sunken.  Leakages of 
radioactivity under water are nearly impossible to clean 
up,’ editor of the Independent Barents Observer, Thomas 

Nilsen, formerly of the Bellona Foundation and co-author 
of The Russian Northern Fleet: Sources of Radioactive 
Contamination told RT in 2012.  Our challenge today is to 
find a way to lift it without shaking the reactors so much 
that an uncontrolled chain-reaction doesn't start.  If that 
happens, a large amount of radioactivity can leak out to 
the fragile Arctic marine environment.  While K-27 
ultimately turned out to be a disaster, her lead-bismuth 
technology would eventually be used onboard the Soviet 
Union’s later Project 705 Lira (Alfa-class) boats.  Those 
vessels, though incredibly fast and deep diving, were 
eventually withdrawn from Russian service due to the 
sheer expense of maintaining them.  Meanwhile, the 
United States made one very brief foray into the world of 
liquid-metal cooled reactors with the USS Seawolf (SSN-
575) in the 1950s, but U.S. Navy quickly abandoned the 
troublesome sodium-cooled power plant in favour of 
pressurized water reactors. 
 

A Hidden Russian Submarine Almost 
Killed Millions during the Cuban Missile Crisis 

Sebastien Roblin The National Interest 18 Nov, 2016 
It is commonly accepted that the world has never come 
closer to nuclear war than during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, when the U.S. confronted the Soviet Union over its 
deployment of ballistic nuclear missiles to Cuba.  Many 
thought the decisions for war would have come from 
national leaders sitting in the comfort of executive offices 
in Washington or Moscow.  In fact, that decisions were 
nearly made by a group of men in the throes of 
dehydration and CO2 poisoning as they sat in a 
malfunctioning submarine surrounded by U.S. 
destroyers, unable to consult with Moscow.  Two officers 
gave the order to prepare a nuclear weapon for launch.  
Fortunately, they brought their boss with them.  The origin 
of the Cuban Missile Crisis in fact lay in Operation 
Anadyr, the Soviet plan to covertly deploy fifty thousand 
personnel and their heavy weapons to Cuba by sea. 
Anadyr remains a masterpiece of operational security. 
Even the name Anadyr itself, referencing a river in 
Russia, was meant to deflect attention from its actual 
goals.  Soviet diplomats prepared a cover story by 
boasting of a major civilian development program in 
Cuba.  Meanwhile, orders for the troop deployments were 
transmitted by courier, and the troops and ship captains 
did not learn about their actual destination until they were 
given letters by KGB agents at sea.  A total of eighty-six 
Soviet ships transferred an entire motorised rifle division 
to Cuba, as well as forty MiG-21 jet fighters, two anti-
aircraft divisions with SA-2 surface-to-air missiles 
(SAMs), sixteen ballistic missile launchers loaded to fire 
R-12 and R-14 missiles, six Il-28 jet bombers, and twelve 
FROG-3 tactical ballistic missile systems.  The last three 
systems came with their own nuclear warheads.  The 
troops and equipment were mostly concealed from sight 
on the ships, though U.S. Navy aircraft did spot some of 
the SAMs on one transport on 4 Sept.  On the whole, 
however, the Soviet deception was a remarkable 
success.  The problem was that it wasn’t possible to 
deploy such a large force on the ground without being 
detected.  On 14 Oct, a U.S. U-2 spy plane photographed 
the Soviet ballistic missiles at San Cristobal, leading to 
the missile crisis.  Eight days later, Kennedy ordered a 
naval blockade of Cuba.  It would involve hundreds of 
ships, including four aircraft carriers, as well as numerous 
additional shore-based patrol planes.  The Soviet Union 
remained outwardly defiant of the blockade, but mostly 
turned its ships around.  A small number of ships did 
attempt to run the blockade, but they were the exception 
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A small number of Soviet ships did attempt to  run the 
blockade, but they were the exception.  Weeks earlier, 
the Soviet Union had set in to motion Operation Kama to 
deploy four Foxtrot-class diesel submarines of the Sixty-
Ninth Torpedo Submarine Brigade to the Cuban harbor of 
Mariel. The Chief of Staff had earlier distinguished himself 
as the XO of the nuclear submarine K19, which narrowly 
averted a nuclear meltdown.  Arkhipov was badly 
irradiated during the incident but recovered to live until 
1998, unlike many of the K-19’s crew.  The Foxtrot 
submarines, were not at the cutting edge of submarine 
design.  Introduced in 1957, they just predated the 
introduction of teardrop-shaped hulls which offered 
superior stealth and underwater speed.  The crew of 
seventy-eight was left with the absolute minimum of living 
space and were not designed with tropical waters .  Two 
other submarines would later be dispatched: the Zulu-
class B-75, which escorted a Soviet transport carrying 
ballistic missiles, and B-88, which deployed off Pearl 
Harbour, Hawaii to prepare a surprise attack (again!) in 
the event that war broke out.  These submarines do not 
appear to have been detected by the U.S. Navy.  The 
flotilla of Foxtrots sailed from the Kola peninsula on 1 Oct 
and managed to evade NATO Neptune and Shackleton 
antisubmarine aircraft in the North Atlantic.  However, as 
they approached Cuba, they still needed to surface 
regularly to recharge their batteries.   
 

Living conditions in the submerged submarines rapidly 
grew intolerable.  The Foxtrots’ cooling systems broke 
down and temps rose to a range of 100o to 140o F. CO2 
began to build up, worsening the physical and mental 
condition of the crew. A lack of fresh water led to 
widespread dehydration, and infected rashes broke out 
across the entire crew.  On 23 Oct, Defense Secr 
McNamara authorised U.S. ships to use special Practice 
Depth Charges.  The grenade-sized charges were 
intended as a means of signaling to the submarines that 
they had been detected, compelling them to surface.  
However, the blasts damaged the Soviet subs’ radio 
antennae and terrorised the crews, who could not easily 
distinguish the signaling charges from real depth 
charges.  Although the U.S. notified Moscow of its 
‘Submarine Surfacing and Identification Procedures,’ the 
message did not make it to the subs of the Sixty-Ninth 
brigade.  The U.S. Navy did not realize the risk of the cat-
and-mouse game they were playing with the Soviet subs 
 

In addition to the twenty-one regular torpedoes they 
carried, each Foxtrot was armed with a single ‘Special 
Weapon’: a T-5 torpedo that could be armed with a RDS-
9 nuclear warhead.  The T-5s had a range of 10Km and 
were designed to detonate 35 metres under water and 
rupture the hulls of nearby ships through the shockwave.  
Sources disagree as to whether the T-5s had small 3.5- 
to 5-kiloton warheads, or fifteen-kiloton warheads that 
could well have destroyed the firer.  Setting off any nuke 
in the Caribbean would likely have incited a chain reaction 
of nuclear retaliation.  According to some accounts, Capt. 
Nikolai Shumkov on board B-130 ordered the arming of a 
nuclear torpedo, but later maintained he did so to impress 
Moscow with his dedication to the mission. B-130’s 
political officer objected, and Shumkov ultimately 
relented, noting that ‘we would go up with it’ if they fired 
the torpedo and surfaced B-130.  In the end, all three of 
B-130’s diesel engines broke down.  With its battery 
power exhausted, it was forced to surface directly in front 
of the pursuing destroyer USS Blandy on 30 Oct.  B130 
had to be brought home to Murmansk by a tug.  The  

nearby B-36, under Capt. Alexei Dubivko, was chased by 
the destroyer Charles Cecil.  Dubivko maintains that the 
destroyer nearly rammed B-36 while it was attempting to 
surface.  B36, too, ran out of battery and was forced to 
surface on 31 Oct and head back for home.  However, 
the most dangerous incident occurred days earlier on 27 
Oct at the time of maximum tension between Moscow and 
Washington, when patrol aircraft forced B-59 to 
submerge with almost no battery accumulated.  The 
American destroyer USS Beale began pelting the Soviet 
sub with PDCs.  It was soon joined by ten additional 
destroyers from the USS Randolph carrier task force.  
Communication Officer Victor Orlov recalled of the hours-
long bombardment, ‘It felt like sitting in a metal barrel with 
someone hitting it with a sledgehammer. The crew was in 
shock.’  Capt. Valentin Savitsky stubbornly kept B-59 
submerged as the temperature built up to 122o 
Fahrenheit and oxygen steadily depleted, causing the 
crew to begin fainting.  Russian sailor Anatoly Andreyev 
described the deteriorating condition of B-59’s crew in a 
series of diary entries addressed to his wife:  For four 
days we haven’t been able to get a breath of fresh air, to 
emerge at least to periscope depth.  The compartments 
are hot and stuffy.  It’s getting hard to breathe in here, too 
much CO2, I barely made it through my previous watch.  I 
feel faint all over, slightly dizzy, and I am also showing the 
results of this way of life, something like hives. 
 

Capt Andreyev wrote: ‘The worst thing is that the 
commander’s nerves are shot to hell, he’s yelling at 
everyone and torturing himself.  He is already becoming 
paranoid, scared of his own shadow.  He’s hard to deal 
with.  I feel sorry for him and at the same time angry with 
him for his rash actions.’  Unable to communicate with 
Moscow, Capt. Savitsky concluded that war had already 
broken out.  According to Orlov, Savitsky ordered the 
crew to arm his submarine’s nuclear torpedo and prep it 
for firing at USS Randolph. ‘There may be a war raging 
up there and we are trapped here turning somersaults! 
Orlov recalled Savitsky saying.  ‘We are going to hit them 
hard.  We shall die ourselves, sink them all but not stain 
the navy’s honour!’  The political officer, Maslennikov, 
concurred with the order.  Normally, the approval of these 
two officers would have sufficed to launch the torpedo.  
But by coincidence, Arkhipov, chief of staff of the 69th 
Brigade, was on board, and he was entitled a say. 
According to some accounts, Arkhipov argued at length 
with Savitsky before the latter calmed down and ordered 
B59 to surface.  As the submarine breached the surface, 
it was immediately illuminated by searchlights from 
destroyers.  Helicopters and aircraft from the Randolph 
buzzed B59 repeatedly at low altitude, firing their 
weapons across its bow.  Destroyers closed within 20m, 
guns leveled, blaring warnings over loudspeakers.  The 
Soviet sub was forced to limp back home. 
 

There is some disagreement over how close Savitsky 
really came to launching the nuclear torpedo.  The 
nuclear warhead required a certain amount of 
preparation, and some maintain Savitsky's order reflected 
a momentary loss of temper under stressful conditions 
rather than a commitment to following through. 
Nonetheless, it seems clear that a nuclear exchange was 
averted for reasons far more circumstantial than any 
would care to stake the fate of humanity on.  Of the flotilla, 
only B-4 under Capt. Rurik Ketov was able to avoid being 
forced to the surface by the U.S. blockade.  Although 
detected by patrolling aircraft, B-4’s batteries had 
sufficient charge to remain underwater long enough to  
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lose the U.S. patrols.  Nonetheless, Ketov too was forced 
to abort the mission.  Kennedy ultimately moved towards 
resolving the crisis on 28 Oct with a secret deal 
suggested by Khrushchev, in which the U.S. withdrew 
missiles in Turkey and promised not to invade Cuba, in 
exchange for Russia withdrawing its nuclear weapons.  
But next time you think of the Cuban Missile Crisis, don’t 
think first of Kennedy brooding over his options in 
Washington.  Think instead of the submariners, 
dehydrated, harassed men trapped in a fragile metal box 
under the surface of the ocean, trying to decide whether 
or not to go down in a blaze of radioactive glory. 
 
 

FAR EAST SUBMARINE NEWS 
 

Does Australia Need Nuclear Attack Submarines? 
Peter Briggs The National Interest 17 Nov, 2016 

There have been a number of 
well-argued suggestions that 
Australia should introduce 
nuclear powered submarines 
(SSN) and, more recently, an 
emotive argument that a 

conventional submarine is not up to the task required by 
Australia’s strategic circumstances, and that we could 
have SSN for less than the cost of the current program.  
Nuclear propulsion removes the need to expose the 
submarine by snorting to recharge batteries and confers 
much greater mobility.  An SSN can travel at high speed 
for prolonged periods enabling it to be more effective in a 
sea denial role (i.e. guarding the approaches to 
Australia).  Food, stores and the effectiveness of the crew 
become the practical limit on endurance.  Australia 
obtains maximum benefit and deterrence by exploiting a 
submarine’s stealth to gain access to sensitive areas, 
where we don’t control the sea surface or air above it, for 
intelligence gathering or striking key targets afloat or 
ashore.  These areas are a long way from Australia, 
necessitating long transits and will be increasingly heavily 
protected.  The benefits of nuclear propulsion combined 
with our requirements could indeed justify a move to an 
SSN fleet.  I will focus on the manpower issues, this is not 
to belittle the other important factors, but manning the 
capability is the first priority. 
 

Australia would require the ability to ensure and oversee 
the safe operation of such a force.  I do not believe that 
the Australian public would accept the notion of 
delegating this to another nation under a leasing 
agreement.  The SSN skillsets ashore and afloat are 
significantly more demanding than a conventional 
submarine.  For example: each SSN carries two 
command qualified officers, and five marine engineering 
officers, compared to a conventional submarine’s one of 
each!  The regimes of technical supervision, training, and 
independent auditing of nuclear procedures is 
significantly more demanding, with very experienced 
personnel required to comply with best practices.  The 
training and development of these individuals takes a 
long time, for example nuclear engineers/technicians 
may take 15 years following qualification to reach the 
necessary levels of experience to oversee the safe 
operation of the capability.  Having modeled the career 
paths necessary to achieve these experience levels I 
believe ten SSN is the minimum to sustain the critical 
mass of manpower.  A smaller force will not generate the 
number of experienced personnel to safely supervise its 
operation. 

As a rule of thumb the size of the Submarine Arm is driven 
by the number of qualified crew at sea, for every person 
at sea the Arm should contain another 1.6 – 1.8 people. 
So the crew size of the chosen SSN is a key determinant. 
For a fleet of ten of the larger British or American SSNs, 
an Australian submarine arm of about 3,400 would be 
required.  The smaller French SSN would require half this 
number.  Australia currently has a submarine arm of 
about 600, there’s no credible way to grow the additional 
qualified manpower while overcoming the technical 
challenges of a transition to nuclear propulsion in time to 
replace the Collins class.  The Collins class has a finite 
life and if we embark on an under-resourced transition we 
stand the risk of having no operational submarine 
capability in the 2030’s and 2040’s. 
 

The lower risk starting point is to build up to 9 
conventional submarines, which would require about 
1,500 in the submarine arm, bulked up with additional 
marine engineering officers, and technicians to provide 
the manpower base to undertake the transition to SSN.  
Modern conventional submarines, with air independent 
propulsion, carrying similar combat system and weapons 
can prevail against an SSN, the key factor is training and 
crew preparation.  The manpower lead-time of 15 years 
for nuclear propulsion would require us to start now on 
the process to train/recruit the nuclear expertise and plan 
for the transition to facilitate a final decision in 2030.  At 
that point the lead-time injected by the technical and 
logistic issues would entail a further 15 years before 
commissioning Australia’s first SSN, about 2046, in lieu 
of our tenth new conventional. 
 

Cost will also be a significant consideration.  The cost of 
developing the infrastructure, sustaining the qualified 
manpower and paying the original IP owner for his 
investment will be nothing like the figure quoted to US 
Congress for an additional SSN.  This cost is for 
construction alone; logistic, IP and overhead charges are 
supported out of the US Navy’s wider R&D, training and 
logistic budgets.  It is too soon to put a figure on an 
Australian SSN capability.  Noting the cost of establishing 
the specialised logistic, training and education 
infrastructure, my instinct would be 4-6 times the cost of 
a conventional force of the same size.  There’s a sound 
argument for seriously considering transitioning to 
nuclear propulsion.  But we’ll need many more people, 
and it’ll take years to grow the pool.  We’d have to start 
with a larger conventional fleet first.  Given the long 
manpower lead-time, the Government should direct 
national preparations now to gather the details necessary 
for a well informed decision on nuclear propulsion by 
2030, with an eye on a possible in-service date of 2046. 
And we should anticipate paying significantly more than 
our current conventional submarine capability costs. 
 
Newsletter Feedback.  Thanks Terry, Whilst not a 
submariner your newsletter is well received from an ex 
merchant navy AB who once had the pleasure of ensuring 
one of your submarines received lub oil in the middle of 
nowhere.  A good read with the humour being welcomed 
amongst some of your more serious and very valid topics.  
Have a good Christmas and Happy New Year.  Aye Aye  
Steve  Editor:  I met Steve at the Merchant Navy Service 
in Derby some years ago after he contacted me.  Though 
DD is produced for the Derbyshire Submariners it is nice 
that it is appreciated by ex Service and especially 
seafarers who we obviously have a common bond of 
having served both at or under the sea. 
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100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF 
THE WOMENS ROYAL NAVAL SERVICE (WRNS)  

In 2017 the Naval Service will celebrate and 
commemorate the centenary of the formation of the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS).  The modern 
Royal Navy reflects diversity and professionalism.  As the 
country and Europe reflect back to the years of WWI, the 

demands placed on both the 
population and its Armed 
Forces at the time warranted 
radical action to support the 
efforts of those fighting.  
Extraordinary times need 
extraordinary people so there 
is a special place for the 
women who were the trail 
blazers and mould breakers 

who became part of the Naval War efforts in 1917.  The 
proud traditions that laid its foundations in 1917 have 
grown and blossomed into the modern role of women 
within the RN that we all recognise.   In order to honour 
the efforts of all those women, there are a series of 
projects running to celebrate the formation of the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS) and its influence 
on opportunities for women in 
today’s Royal Navy.   
Throughout 2017 there will be 
various events and projects to 
mark the Centenary.  One 
such project is a fund-raising 
appeal (entitled give £ounds 
for the Stone) to create a 
specially carved 
commemorative stone to 
celebrate the centenary of the 
formation of the WRNS in 
1917.  The carved stone will 
feature the distinctive shapes 
of women’s uniform hats, tricorn and sailor’s caps, 
evolving over the past century to the styles worn today. 
The WRNS100 Project Team has commissioned 
celebrated stonemason Robyn Golden-Hann from 
Andover who has produced an artist’s impression of how 
the Centenary Stone might look. Details of how to donate 
to the appeal can be found online on the RN website:  
www.royalnavy.mod.uk/WRNS100 and to find out more 
about the Centenary Celebrations, the Commemorative 
Appeal and the artists impression, visit 
www.WRNS100.co.uk. 
 

It is estimated that some 150,000 women served in the 
WRNS during the period from 1917 up to its 
amalgamation with the RN in 1993.  The modern role of 
women in the RN has changed beyond recognition from 
the days when the Admiralty invited Dame Katherine 
Furse to form a ‘Naval 
organisation for 
women’ that would 
recruit women to fill 
shore jobs, thus 
enabling men to go to 
sea.  The name 
‘Women’s Royal Naval 
Service’ was agreed 
after the Admiralty 
sanctioned the use of 
‘Royal’. His Majesty the King approved the formation of 
the Service and on 29th November 1917 an Admiralty 
office memorandum announced its establishment. 

Achievements of Women in the RN since 2000-2004  A 
woman took command of a Minehunter for the first time   
2012 A frigate became the first major ship command 
allocated to a woman - A female helicopter pilot was 
appointed to the Commando Helicopter Forces.  2007 A 
doctor from the RN Medical Branch became the first 
Naval woman to gain her coveted green beret by passing 
the exceptionally tough All Arms Commando course  
2009 A medical assistant was the first woman in the 
Royal Navy to be awarded a Military Cross  2010 The first 
woman qualified as a Minewarfare and Clearance Diving 
Officer - A female pilot was appointed as the first to lead 
and fly in the RN’s Blackcats Helicopter Display Team - 
Another female pilot became the 
Commander of the Maritime Helicopter 
Force - The RNR welcomed its first 
qualified female diver, and a former 
blue badge Wren was appointed as the 
first female Command WO.   2011 A 
female officer who began her career as 
a non sea-going, blue badge Wren 
rating was appointed as the RN’s first 
aircrew Senior Observer - The Fleet 
Air Arm welcomed its first frontline Air 
Engineering Officer.  2012 The first 
woman to command a squadron of 
fourteen minor war vessels.  2013 

Naval Servicewomen’s Network 
established to inspire and empower 
women further throughout their careers - First fully-
qualified female aircrew joined the Search and Rescue 
Air Squadron.  2014 First three female officers entered 
the Submarine Service having gained their ‘Dolphins’ 
and ratings have now followed their lead( including one 
EM(SM) mentored by the GS). 
 
 

 
There will be many events in 2017 to mark this centenary 
between 8 Mar - Nov 2017 including the launch of the 
WRNS100 Centenary and an exhibition entitled 
‘Pioneers to Professionals: Women and the Royal Navy’ 
at the National Museum of the RN, Portsmouth. 
23 March  Launch of new WRNS March at the 
Mountbatten Festival of Music, Royal Albert Hall, London 
28-30 April  The Dauntless Assn is organising a 
‘Midlands WRNS100 Celebration’ at the Aston Court 
Hotel, Midland Road, Derby DE1 2SL.  For an information 
sheet please email: serviceswrendered@gmail.com or 
telephone 01629 584411 and on 4 Nov 2017, A 
Commemorative Service will take place at Portsmouth 
Cathedral where a new memorial will be dedicated to all 
Women who have served the Naval Service over the last 
100 years followed by a celebratory tea at Portsmouth 
Guildhall.  For more information please see link to 
WRNS100 website www.WRNS100.co.uk  

http://www.wrns100.co.uk/
http://www.wrns100.co.uk/
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IN ISRAEL, FUROR OVER SUPER FAST-TRACKED 
SUBMARINE DEAL WITH GERMANY 

By: Barbara Opall-Rome, 18 Nov, 2016 
It took more than 7 years for Israel to reach its 2010 
agreement with Washington on its first squadron of F35s, 
the debut pair of which is scheduled to arrive here next 
month.  The process involved intensive staff work within 
the Israel Air Force (IAF) under three Cdrs; continuous 
co-ordination with American govt, & industry 
representatives; and the support of three Israel Defence 
Forces (IDF) chiefs, and the same number of successive 
defence ministers and Prime Ministers (PM).  But 
according to explosive headlines, it took less than a year 
to conclude an Israeli-German agreement for three new 
submarines; just six months if one counts back to the 
removal in May of former Defence Minister (DM) Moshe 
Ya’alon, who opposed the deal.  While a former Ministry 
of Defence (MoD) director-general last February 
conditionally endorsed the need to start procuring 
submarines in the out years well beyond the recently 
approved five-year plan, the deal was essentially 
negotiated by one office, and spearheaded by one man: 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu.  According to Netanyahu’s 
office, the Israeli Cabinet unanimously approved the 
German deal on 26 Oct.  Even now, details of the 
estimated €1.2 billion (US $1.3 billion) deal with the 
government of German Chancellor Angela Merkel remain 
a mystery to the Israeli Navy, and the IDF General Staff.  
The Navy is in initial study phases for a next-generation 
submarine, a general officer here told Defence News. 
 

It’s going to take years of work since we’re talking about 
an entirely different submarine from the Dolphin, or the 
Dolphin AIP, he said, referring to the first three Israeli-
designed Dolphins, and the follow-on, three air-
independent propulsion submarines contracted with 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems (TKMS).  When asked 
about Navy involvement in the recently approved deal, 
the officer said: Whatever went on did not happen at the 
professional level, it’s all political.  A top-tier industry 
executive whose firm has worked hand-in-hand with the 
Israeli Navy to design a good portion of the combat 
weapons suites supporting Israel’s undersea force said 
he had no idea what the deal involved.  We were never 
approached by anyone to prepare anything associated 
with this package.  It’s all so highly unusual, the executive 
said.  Israel’s daily Ma’ariv first reported last month that 
Netanyahu’s office was secretly negotiating with 
counterparts in Berlin a package of three nuclear-capable 
submarines, and two anti-submarine surface (ASW) 
ships in order to prepare for an eventual confrontation 
with Iran later in the next decade, after the nuclear deal 
with Tehran expires. 
 

According to Ma’ariv senior security analyst, Netanyahu 
secured assurances that Berlin would underwrite some 
30% of the costs of the package.  But it wasn’t until a 15 
Nov report on Israel’s Channel 10 that the story gained 
traction, when the network flagged a potential conflict of 
interest between Netanyahu and the Kiel, Germany-
based TKMS shipyards where the new submarines are to 
be built.  According to the network, Netanyahu and the 
Israeli agent for TKMS share the same attorney, and that 
attorney’s law partner is the same man who Netanyahu 
entrusts to negotiate the most sensitive affairs of state.  
Since then, Israeli news outlets and outraged lawmakers 
who were left out of the loop have raised serious 
questions about the connection between Netanyahu and 
his personal attorney, David Shimron, who is also 

representing Micky Ganor, a retired Navy officer and 
authorised TKMS agent who happens to live near the PM.  
To add to the intrigue, Shimron shares a law firm with 
Netanyahu’s confidante and attorney on official matters, 
including negotiations with foreign governments.  
Shimron and Molcho work for Netanyahu for one shekel 
a year: never has the currency rate of the shekel been 
higher, wrote Barnea, a veteran columnist for Israeli daily 
Yediot Ahronot.  Since the Ch 10 report, Netanyahu’s 
office put out several statements, all insisting that the 
process ‘was done in an orderly and professional 
[manner] with no outside influence and with the 
recommendation of professions in the security 
establishment, the National Security Council and the 
Foreign Ministry.’  On 17 Nov, as prospects mounted for 
a special prosecutor to probe the so-called submarine 
affair, Netanyahu’s offices sought to clarify ‘once and for 
all’ the following points:  The first time the PM became 
aware that attorney Shimron represented a business 
interest connected to the Navy procurement project was 
two days ago, when Ch 10 came to us for a response. 
Attorney Shimron never discussed the matter of 
submarines, ships or any other subject concerning this 
client or any of his other clients.  Everyone surrounding 
the PM, including David Shimron, know well that the PM 
prohibits anyone turning to him for business matters.  The 
only consideration in the eyes of the PM is strengthening 
Israeli might with strategic sea vessels that are essential 
to ensure our future.  Former Defence Minister Ya’alon 
went public with his version of events, insisting that he 
had ‘vigorously opposed’ the project since new 
submarines at this time were not needed.  I don’t know 
what was done, and what was signed after I left the 
Defence Ministry, he wrote.  Peretz acknowledged that, 
at times, defence ministers did not require support from 
the IDF General Staff to promote a project deemed vital 
to Israeli security.  The defence minister is not always 
beholden to the General Staff, but in matters of major 
military investments, the defence minister and the PM 
should see eye to eye, he said.  In a show of support for 
Netanyahu, Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman, 
Ya’alon’s successor, told reporters he was in favor of the 
German submarine deal.  I think it’s very correct, in light 
of the arms race in the region, Lieberman said.  There 
were discussions on the submarines and I think it’s a 
necessary acquisition.  The defence establishment had 
an integral role in the decision-making and in 
negotiations.  All the data was provided by the defence 
establishment.  However, in a subsequent timeline 
released by Netanyahu’s office, it appears that only after 
the PM’s first meeting with Merkel, in Oct 2015, and prior 
to his second meeting with the German Chancellor, in 
Feb 2016, was the defence minister and the MoD director 
asked to get involved in the process. 
 

Once Lieberman replaced Ya’alon in May of this year, it 
took only six months for Netanyahu’s government to 
unanimously approve the deal.  Now supporters of the 
deal hope to conclude negotiations and secure a final 
agreement with Merkel prior to Germany’s federal 
elections scheduled in less than a year from now.  
Netanyahu spokesman David Keyes did not respond to 
repeated requests for clarification on whether the 
Cabinet-approved deal with Germany would also include 
two ASW surface ships.  Two teams of Israeli Navy 
specialists are working full time with TKMS and German 
Naval Yards Kiel to build Israel’s sixth strategic 
submarine, the Dolphin AIP INS Dakar.ar-6 corvettes.  
See also column 2 Page 18 
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HMS OTUS ALIVE AND WELL 
By Tim King - The News 

Former UK News defence correspondent Tim King could 
not believe his eyes when he stumbled across an old 
acquaintance on Germany’s Baltic coast.  They lay side 
by side as hulks for years at John Pounds’ scrapyard 
beside the M275, an eyesore blighting the gateway into 
the City of Portsmouth.  Then, in May 2002 one of the two 
rusting ex-Royal Navy submarines was towed out of 
Portsmouth Harbour, presumably to meet her ultimate 
fate in a breaker’s yard somewhere over the horizon and 
was quickly forgotten.  But not gone forever.  During a 
caravanning holiday along Germany’s Baltic coast in 
September, I drove on to the island of Rügen and stopped 
for a coffee break at the port of Sassnitz.  I wandered 
across the square to where an impressive spiral walkway 
led down to the harbour 100 feet below the cliffs. 
Suddenly, to my astonishment, the familiar shape of a 
British submarine appeared, afloat alongside a jetty and 
proudly wearing the Union Flag, but now bearing the title 
‘U-Boot Museum’. 
 

Eight hundred miles from where I’d last seen her, HM 
Submarine Otus had ‘resurfaced’ and she had a 
miraculous survival tale to be told, as I discovered after 
buying a ticket to go on board. Franka Strübing, of 
Erlebniswelt U-Boot (submarine experience), told me: 
‘The buyers of Otus had a shipping company in Sassnitz, 
which attracted many tourists, but only in good weather 
and they were looking for a tourist attraction in bad 
weather.’  The company’s ships ran cruises to 
Peenemünde on the nearby island of Usedom, infamous 
as the site where Dr Werner von Braun developed the 
wartime V1 and V2 rockets, where there is another 
submarine museum, a Cold War Russian missile boat U-
461 with the NATO codename ‘Juliet’.  Franka continued: 
‘When they saw how many tourists wanted to go to the 
submarine in Peenemünde, they decided to open a 
museum themselves, so they hired a broker to look for 
submarines all over the world and he found Otus in 
Portsmouth.’  It took two 
tugs to drag Otus off the 
mud on a spring tide at 
John Pounds’s 
scrapyard, followed by 
a week-long tow across 
the North Sea and into 
the Baltic via the Kiel 
Canal to Stralsund for 
restoration.  Otus, one of 13 Oberon-class boats 
decommissioned by the Royal Navy in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, was in bad condition.  Her bows had to be 
rebuilt, many holes in the hull repaired, rust removed and 
certain parts demilitarised.  She emerged almost like new 
from the Stralsund ’yard just six weeks later and was 
towed the short distance to her permanent berth at 
Sassnitz where she opened for visitors in 2003, and now 
attracts 80,000 annually.  I understand the museum 
owners are a German couple who so far wish to remain 
anonymous. 
 

original ‘Watch and station’ board is in its place with 
names of what was probably Otus’s last ship’s company 
before she paid off.  There was another surprise in store 
when I reached the main mess space.  I met two 
members of the German Amateur Radio Club, Rüdiger 
Hagemann and Mario Kricheldorf from Neubrandenburg, 
who were on board with their equipment for a 24-hour 
worldwide contact session.  They raised 184 stations in 

39 countries but at that precise moment Mario said: ‘We 
are trying to contact HMS Collingwood and HMS Belfast.’  
They were equally stunned when I told them I lived at 
Fareham only 4Km from Collingwood, which until then 
they believed still to be a warship and not a shore base.  
In fact, their brochure mistakenly displayed a picture of 
HMS Hood!  Mario added: ‘Next year we are planning the 
participation of Otus in the international museum ship 
weekend and it would be nice to have former crew 
members of Otus taking part.  We could provide 
accommodation.’  As I bade them auf wiedersehen, a 
saying sprang to mind.; that if these episodes could be 
summed up as a mathematical equation, the value of 
coincidence equals the degree of its improbability.  Down 
below, the Germans have accomplished a magnificent 
refit job from stem to stern, with equipment restored or 
replaced, the torpedo, engine, sonar and ops rooms 
ready almost to go to action stations. 
 

HMS Otus Fact File.  Built: Scotts’ Yard, Greenock & 
Commissioned: 1963.  Decommissioned: early 1990s.  
Surface displacement: 2,030 tons, Length: 295ft, 
Submerged speed: 17 knots.  Armament: 22 torpedoes.  
Ships Company: seven officers, 62 ratings, there were 13 
Oberon-class boats were built for the RN between 1960-
67.  Apart from Otus, only Onyx and Ocelot survive, the 
former was to be used as a museum display in Barrow-

in-Furness, but remains 
rusting alongside BAE 
yard when the plans fell 
through and of course the 
Ocelot is one of the main 
attractions at the 
Dockyard Museum in 
Chatham where we had a 

DS Weekend in Sept 2016 to present the DS Model of 
Truculent in memory of its loss on 12 Jan 1950 with 
terrible loss of life.  Once again representatives of 
Derbyshire Submariners will be at the Medway 
Submariners Service of Remembrance that this year falls 
on the actual anniversary of 12 Jan at St Georges Chapel 
in the grounds of the old HMS Pembroke.  Our group will 
include Albert Birchnall who came off the boat to the Refit 
Group just before she sailed on that last patrol. 
 

German Amateur Radio Mario Kricheldorf (DJ8NU) 
would welcome former Otus crew members and ex-RN 
radio enthusiasts to contact him, Address: Anna Saur 
Weg 6, D 17033, Neubrandenburg. Germany E-mail: 
mkdj8nu@gmail.comTel: +49 395 5683 258 
 

Editor;  The picture in column one was a sad sight of the 
Otus and Onslaught awaiting scrapping at Pounds and 
clearly visible as you drove on the motorway into 
Portsmouth.  I believe someone had complained that the 
wrecks were an eyesore which prompted a submariners 
reply of ‘They may be wrecks to you but to us they were 
our homes’.  I always found it very sad to view vessels 
being broken up including Derby’s WWII sponsored 
Cruiser the Kenya up in Faslane Breakers yard but the 
sight of the two boats lying tired and abandoned at 
Pounds was a particularly emotional sight of two proud 
boats of a class still considered by many as incredible 
boats to serve on in the true meaning of the Silent 
Service.  I suspect it was also the fact that discounting the 
Upholder Class of boats sold to Canada it was the last of 
the Conventional Submarines operated by the Royal 
Navy.  However, various Annual Dieso Boat Reunions 
ensure these wonderful boats are never forgotten by 
those who served on them.  See you in Guzz 5 August! 
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SA NEWS 
 

SA NMC Changes  The vice-chair Ted Hogben has 
tendered his resignation from his role as Vice-chairman 
on the National Management Committee, this has been 
accepted and on behalf of the NMC would like to wish 
Ted all the best in the future.  The interim Vice Chair until 
the 2017 AGM will be Mad Dog McKenzieI where a new 
Vice-chairman will be voted into the post.  According to 
the rules and constitution of the association.  The 
nominations for post who must have served on the NMC 
expired on 31st December 2016 
 

Garden of Remembrance 
SA have received the following request and the SA 
National Chair asks all SA Branches to seriously consider 
sending a donation to this worthy cause.  Donations 
should be sent to Friends of the RN Submarine 
Museum, Haslar Jetty Road, Gosport, PO12 2AS  
From Rear Admiral Jon Westbrook CBE Chairman of the 
Friends of the Royal Navy Submarine Museum:  I would 
like to make you aware of some really good 
developments taking place at the Submarine Museum as 
it continues to tell the submarine story to an ever 
increasing number of visitors. I do genuinely believe that 
some of these developments are as a direct result of the 
Friends enthusiasm and direct contributions.  One 
specific area that the Friends have been working on is the 
establishment and development of a Garden of 
Remembrance that truly reflects the sacrifices that area 
of the Museum represents.  I understand that there has 
been discussion that the Submariners Association 
members may consider a donation towards the Garden;  
I can assure you that this would be most welcome and of 
course would be appropriately recognised.  I do hope that 
this will receive favour amongst your members and would 
encourage them to visit the museum and Garden of 
Remembrance when in Gosport.  Yours sincerely 
Jon Westbrook CBE 
 

Submariners Association Web Site  Mike Kemp the 
National Assn Web Master advised me he has been 
instructed to take Derbyshire Deeps off the SA National 
Web Site as it is nothing to do with the Submariners Assn.  
Mike pointed out nor are a lot of the other links on the 
Web page, but was ordered to do as he is told.  He 
phoned me & I said no problem the newsletter is available 
on our own web site, and other sources for any 
Submariner throughout the world to share if they wish.  
We produce it for Derbyshire Members who cannot get to 
meetings, but the web address is mainly only essential to 
navigate the MoD Firewall to get to Serving Submariners. 
 

Computer Shopper Magazine February Edition!  

Zygote is a correspondent or sharp witted hack who 
comments on ‘Geek’ subjects in a computer magazine I 
subscribe to.  It is most unusual to see anything that is 
relevant to the Royal Navy yet in this the February issue 
just received has two such articles, and the following is 
Naval Gazing.  The future of the RN depends on drones, 
according to Rear Admiral Paul Bennett, flushed with 
pride after recent tests with these cheap and disposable 
little devils in the air and under the water he declared.  
‘This is a transformational opportunity.  The future is 
obvious, and hopefully will lead to a slimmed down 
procurement process’.  Zygote agrees with the Rear 
Admiral; The days of the Dreadnought are well and truly 
over.  So why is £6.2bn being spent on two aircraft 
carriers that have no aircraft available and are too big to 
get into their base in Portsmouth harbour. 

ISRAEL NEW SUBMARINES CONTROVERSY 
 

Israeli Defence Official on Submarine Deal: 
I Wasn't Aware of Iranian Connection 
Almog Ben Zikri Haaretz 4 Dec, 2016 

The head of the Defence Ministry’s political security 
department, Maj. Gen. (Res.) Amos Gilad, answered 
questions at a Be’er Sheva event about a Haaretz report 
that found that Iran has received tens of millions of euros 
in dividends from ThyssenKrupp, the German corporation 
that has supplied the Israeli navy with ships and 
submarines.  Yedioth Ahronoth was first to report on 
Friday that the Iran Foreign Investment Company holds 
nearly 5% of ThyssenKrupp’s shares.  Gilad added that 
any such Iranian involvement, if it exists at all, is marginal, 
but that it should be investigated.  ‘Iran does not sell 
submarines to Israel.  If it depended on Iran we would not 
have a single submarine,’ he said.  He noted that there 
are exacting confidentiality agreements in place 
concerning the construction of the submarines, which 
allow them to be built while preserving Israeli security. 
 

Staff at the Defence Ministry claimed last weekend that 
they were unaware of Iranian involvement in the 
ThyssenKrupp firm.  Haaretz approached the ministry 
with the question as to whether they still were unaware of 
the stake that the Iranian investment firm has in 
ThyssenKrupp.  The Defence Ministry replied that they 
had nothing to say in response on the subject.  The Prime 
Minister’s Bureau declined to respond to the report, but a 
senior official said Netanyahu and the National Security 
Council, which led negotiations with Germany for the 
purchase of the naval craft, was unaware of Iran’s 
holdings in the German company.  The source added that 
every company involved in security deals with Israel 
undergoes extensive checks beforehand, and the 
defence establishment does not believe there was any 
risk of an information leak to Iran as a result of Israel’s 
contracts with ThyssenKrupp.  Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has pushed to do business with the 
corporation without a tender, against the wishes of the 
Defence Ministry. Netanyahu’s attorney and confidant, 
David Shimron, represents ThyssenKrupp’s Israeli 
mediator, Miki Ganor.  Resulting concerns of a conflict of 
interest led Attorney General Avichai Mendelblit to open 
a police investigation into the affair. 
 

The Iranians, who at the end of the 1970s held a quarter 
of shares in ThyssenKrupp, reduced their stakes in the 
company to some 5% 2003 in order to prevent sanctions 
from being placed on the company by Western 
governments.  Reports from ThyssenKrupp said that the 
company tried to receive an exemption from these limits, 
but was unsuccessful and bought back IFIC's shares and 
bring their total involvement in the company to less than 
5%.  In 2004, U.S. threats to put the company on a ‘black 
list’ led to the removal of ThyssenKrupp's Iranian board 
member, Mohamad-Mehdi Navab-Motlagh, who was the 
Iranian government's deputy minister for commerce and 
foreign affairs.  ThyssenKrupp's exclusion of the Iranian 
investment firm angered Tehran, and an official with the 
investment firm said at the time that they were 
considering selling their stake in the company.  In 2010, 
ThyssenKrupp said it would freeze all new business with 
Iran with immediate effect and terminate existing 
contracts there in response to ever-harsher sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic.  ThyssenKrupp was one of 
a series of German companies that reduced business ties 
with Iran. 
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SA (Derbyshire) 
The December Minutes were a little more detailed than 
normal due to the present circumstances we find 
ourselves in and they went out to all DS Members as 
normal that it was particularly important that those with 
SA Membership please read.  I re-iterate none of this 
interferes, reflects or affects Derbyshire Submariners 
operation, newsletter, lunch Clubs, Traf Dinner or our 
normal programme.  Thus it only affects the members 
with dual SA Membership estimated at 12, and of course 
there is nothing to stop any submariner remaining as DS 
Members if they wish.  However due to personal 
intimidation, abuse and downright rude behaviour by 
certain None DS SA Members, I have indicated that I am 
stepping down as the Link Secretary to SA though have 
agreed to the DS Chairs request that I continue SA 
Membership for the coming year to organise a seamless 
transition and look after our member’s needs, depending 
on their decisions as to whether any member will continue 
the link, or if no one comes forward to transfer members 
to an SA Branch of their preference, and formally disband 
SA Derbyshire Branch.  After 25 years of SOCA/SA 
Derbyshire Membership with nearly 20 as Secretary plus 
other posts including Chairman, Treasurer I feel really 
sad that I am forced to resign.  Two members have stated 
they are happy to remain DS but transfer their SA 
Membership to Burton on Trent and Sheffield respectively 
but if it does come to this I will offer to undertake any 
action whether it is a transfer to another Branch including 
Dolphin (National Register) or a branch of your choosing. 
 

DS AGM APRIL 2017 
To date there are four proposals for the DS AGM in April.  
Proposals DS AGM   (To Date) 
 

i  Acceptance of Change of Constitution Rule to reduce 
Quorum from four to three. 
 

ii  Propose change to rules on subsidies e.g. present only 

Traf and Christmas.  Flexibility of member’s decisions for 
events locally such as Freedom of City etc. whilst retaining 
golden rule ALL DS Members must be eligible to benefit.  
Though aimed at local events, Special Projects to be eligible 
to be discussed e.g. A visit to Faslane Ambush etc. 
 

iii  Proxy votes from members in decision making?  It was 

prop K.L and Sec C.W that this be implemented Immediately 
and brought to the AGM next April for ratification and 
inclusion in the constitution 
 

iv  Agenda Item.  Discuss and agree Action required 
regards the DS liaison link Secretary for optional SA 
Membership and agree action required. 
 

SAIL TRAINING CROPSTON & CHRISTMAS CARDS 
It was agreed that money which would normally be spent 
sending out Christmas Cards from Derbyshire 
Submariners could be spent more usefully and it was a 
kind thought that it would also help the overloaded 
Secretary too!  It was agreed that £40 would be given to 
TS Kenya Sea Cadets to support a Cadet to Boat Training 
at Cropston and this has been actioned by the Treasurer 
and acknowledged by the Sea Cadet Unit.   
 

DERBY & DISTRICT EX SERVICE ASSNS 
As agreed the £10 2017 Subscription has been renewed 
and cashed.  The AGM of the Assn is to be held on Mon 
16 Jan at 10:30am in the Council House.  If anyone has 
any proposals, suggestions or anything they want 
bringing up at this meeting bearing mind only subjects on 
the agenda can be discussed at an AGM, please let me 
know soonest.  

FOURTH SUBMARINE IN ASTUTE CLASS 
FORMALLY NAMED 'AUDACIOUS' 

Royal Navy Web Site 16/12/2016 
The Royal Navy's fourth Astute Class attack submarine 
has been formally named Audacious in a traditional 
ceremony at the BAE Systems shipyard in Barrow-in-
Furness.  Marking the momentous milestone in the 
vessel’s journey towards joining the Royal Navy’s fleet, 
Lady Elizabeth Jones, the wife of First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Philip Jones, formally christened the submarine in the 
classic tradition of breaking a bottle, on this occasion, a 
traditionally brewed local beer on her bow.  The naming 
ceremony of the 7,400 tonne, 97-metre long submarine 
took place in front of thousands of people, including the 
BAE Systems’ workforce who have built her and the 
Royal Navy submariners who will serve on board her.  
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Philip Jones said, ‘Today’s 
naming ceremony for HMS Audacious adds another 
world-beating nuclear submarine to the already 
formidable Astute class.  Ahead of her, HMS Astute, 
Ambush and Artful are already contributing to operations 
and are well placed to protect both the Queen Elizabeth-
class aircraft carriers and the Continuous At Sea 
Deterrent.  The nuclear submarine remains the hallmark 
of a first rate maritime power: Audacious, and the men 
and women of the Royal Navy submarine service, will 
give the UK a decisive advantage for decades to come. 
 

The ceremony comes almost a year to the day since the 
third Astute submarine, HMS Artful, was officially handed 
over to the Royal Navy.  Audacious will now stay inside 
the Devonshire Dock Hall in Barrow for final work to be 
undertaken on her, before being launched next year for 
testing and commissioning of the boat’s systems.  
Alongside Audacious in the Dock Hall, the fifth (Anson), 
sixth (Agamemnon) and the un-named seventh Astute 
submarines are all at various stages of their build 
schedules.  Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin said, ‘HMS 
Audacious is the fourth in our fleet of Astute Class 
submarines, the largest and most advanced attack 
submarines in service with the Royal Navy, already 
providing unprecedented levels of stealth and attack 
capability across the world.  Backed by a rising defence 
budget and a £178 billion equipment plan, Barrow will 
remain the hub of our submarine building programmes for 
years to come.  The Astute Class is being built by BAE 
Systems, which employs around 8,000 people in its 
Submarines business, including those that work on the 
Astute programme, with thousands more working in the 
UK submarine supply chain.  BAE Systems is also the 
industrial lead for the Dreadnought programme, the Royal 
Navy’s next generation of nuclear deterrent submarines.  
Rear Admiral Mike Wareham, Director Submarines 
Acquisition at DE&S, the MOD’s procurement 
organisation, said, ‘The Astute Class provides the Royal 
Navy with the most technologically advanced submarines 
in the world, offering much greater firepower, better 
communications and more advanced stealth technology 
than their predecessors.  Today marks another significant 
milestone for the Astute programme and takes Audacious 
closer to operations and to protecting the UK’s interests 
around the globe.  Featuring the latest nuclear-powered 
technology, the Astute class can circumnavigate the 
world submerged, manufacturing the crew’s oxygen from 
seawater as they go.  They also have the ability to 
operate covertly and remain undetected in almost all 
circumstances despite being 50 per cent bigger than the 
Royal Navy’s current Trafalgar Class submarines which 
is being replaced by the Astute Class. 
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ROYAL NAVY GALAXY 
Serial: Galaxy 18-2016 Date: 25-11-2016 

 

A HARD WORKING AND STRONGER NAVY 
Reading the news over the past few days you’d be 
forgiven for thinking that the Royal Navy had packed up 
and gone home, leaving Britain undefended.  The reality 
is altogether different, and should be judged by action not 
by commentary.  As First Sea Lord, I owe it to our sailors 
and marines, many of whom are preparing to spend 
Christmas away from their loved ones, to ensure the 
country recognises how hard they are working for our 
island nation.  Today, the Royal Navy has 30 ships and 
submarines, and over 8000 of our young men and 
women, regular, reserve and civilian, committed to 
operations at home and around the world.  The RN 
continues to fulfil our standing commitments, from 
supporting British Overseas Territories in the Caribbean 
and the Falklands to the RM’s ongoing support to 
counter-terrorism at home.  A ballistic missile submarine 
is currently on patrol deterring state based threats against 
the UK and our NATO allies, as has been the case 24 
hours a day, every day, for the last 47 years.  In N. Europe 
and the Baltic, we are responding to the highest level of 
Russian naval activity since the end of the Cold War.  In 
the Mediterranean and the Aegean, we continue to work 
alongside our European partners to counter arms-
traffickers and people smugglers, and to stem the flow of 
migrants.  Meanwhile in the Gulf are working to protect 
international shipping in a region which is essential to the 
UK’s economic security. 
 

Sadly the world is less certain and less safe.  But our 
sense of responsibility has not changed.  The RN may be 
smaller than in the past but has a strong future so this is 
no time to talk the Navy down.  The RN does have 
challenges, in people, budgets and equipment, but these 
must be put in perspective.  The RN’s challenges are 
those of a first-rate Navy.  You don’t hear about the same 
issues in many other navies, and believe me, they exist, 
because they don’t operate with the same sophistication 
or expectation.  The Type 45 destroyer is a case in point. 
It is a hugely innovative ship, and the propulsion systems 
have turned out to be less reliable than originally 
envisaged.  Money is now in place to put this right, but 
what is beyond doubt is that these ships offer one of the 
best anti-aircraft capabilities in the world.  If they weren’t 
up to the job then the US and French navies would not 
entrust them with protection of their aircraft carriers in the 
Gulf. Protecting our Nation’s interests  The UK, like any 
developed economy, has to control public spending. 
Difficult decisions had to be taken to balance the books 
and retiring the Harpoon missile system was one.  That 
weapon was reaching the end of its life, which is why we 
are exploring the advanced technologies that will take its 
place.  Last month the RN held the largest international 
gathering of autonomous systems ever staged, and we 
will shortly trial both an energy weapon and artificial 
intelligence at sea.  These are the technologies that will 
maintain our superiority over more conventional navies.  
We must also ensure that the focus on our current 
challenges does not obscure the scale of investment 
which is currently taking place or its significance for the 
UK’s place in the world.  With last month’s cutting of steel 
for the future HMS Dreadnought, the renewal of the 
nuclear deterrent has begun, but it’s the impending arrival 
of the Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carriers, and their air 
group of fifth generation fighters, that really mark the 
beginning of a new era. 

If you need a further reminder of the practical and 
symbolic power coming our way, consider the 
international significance attached to the recent 
deployment of the Russian carrier Kuznetsov and her 
battle group to the Mediterranean.  When the French 
carrier Charles De Gaulle enters refit at the beginning of 
next year, Western Europe will be left without a large 
aircraft carrier for operations, which again highlights the 
strategic value that two carriers flying the White Ensign 
will bring to our nation, and our partnerships, in the 
decades ahead.  Backed by a commitment to meeting 
NATO’s requirement to spend 2% of GDP on Defence, 
last year’s Defence Review mandated the necessary 
supporting components in place to ensure a balanced 
Fleet, including new F35B Joint Strike Fighters, Type 26 
frigates, Maritime Patrol Aircraft and RFA ships. Crucially, 
the Government has repeatedly stated its ambition to 
grow the size of the RN by the 2030s through the 
construction of a new class of GP frigate.  This will be a 
complex warship, able to protect and defend and to exert 
influence around the world, but deliberately shaped with 
lessons from industry to make it more exportable to our 
international partners.  I look forward to the imminent 
publication of the National Shipbuilding Strategy.  This is 
hugely significant.  For most of my 38 year career, the 
story of the RN has been one of gradual, managed 
contraction.  Now, at long last, we have an opportunity to 
reverse this trend, rebuilding in particular resilience in our 
destroyer and frigate numbers, the backbone of a fighting 
Navy.  This would also permit a more frequent presence 
in parts of the world in which we have been spread thin in 
recent years in order to support the UK’s growing global 
economic ambitions.  So, rest assured, I intend to work 
with the Government in the coming months and years to 
deliver their ambition for a larger Navy.  Only this will 
ensure the RN can continue to deter our enemies, protect 
our people and promote our prosperity in these uncertain 
times.   1SL 
 

RN TURNS TO AI TO DETECT THREATS 
From the Lab of Computer Shopper Feb 2017 Mag 

The RN is taking artificial intelligence (AI) software from 
a company called Roke Manor Research in order to 
prepare for future missions.  The RN will use the software 
through a maritime combat system simulator at the 
Defence Science and Technology Lab (DSTL) in 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, where what is described as a 
‘growing complexity of threats’ will be tackled.  The 
machine is called Startie, and is the third part of a £1m 
investment in the system.  Startie uses situational 
awareness software to constantly monitor for the assess 
potential threats.  Roke claimed that the software is faster 
than previous threat detection methods and ‘significantly 
augments human operator awareness in complex 
environments’.  Roke believes that the system could 
eventually be added to existing warship sensors, quickly 
and smartly informing the Principal Officer’s decisions.  
‘This is an exciting project for us.  Traditional methods of 
processing data can be inefficient so we have looked at 
the human brain’s tried and tested means of detecting 
and assessing threats to help us design a better way to 
do it.  The techniques have the potential to benefit the RN’ 
explains Mike Hook, lead software architect on Startie at 
Roke.  ‘The first phases of the project have proven that 
we’ve been able to successfully apply these techniques 
to real data from complex scenarios.  The clever part 
comes in the way the potential threats are detected and 
the way our software redistributes resources to decide if 
they are real, all in the blink of an eye’. 
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DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS  2016 MONTHLY LUNCHEON CLUB 
 

The Jan Luncheon Club will be one of our favourites, and I believe you will all know the directions.  There are additional 
buses on the Ilkeston Flyer Route meaning one every ten minutes!  It is ideally situated off the market square with a 
reasonable priced Car Park alongside which £1.50 for three hours run by Erewash Borough Council or completely free 
parking just a short walk away.   

 

THE SIR JOHN WARREN (SJW) PH, Market Place , Ilkeston DE7 5QB 
 

Wednesday 25th January 2017  12:00 for 12:30 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please ensure you ring (or email) me about a week/fortnight before to save me from having to ring everyone 
 

Main Deal Two Meals For £10 * Seniors 2 Course £5 Main&Sweet ** Grills 
3 Pork Sausages, Mash, peas £6.00 Mains 5oz Rump Steak, chips, Onion rings £6.00 

Mac ‘n’ Cheese £6.00 Chicken & Chips & dressed salad garnish 8oz Rump Steak, chips, Onion rings £7.00 

Chicken & Bacon Salad £6.00 Cod Fillet, Chips, Peas (Mushy or Garden) 10oz Rib Eye Steak, chips, Onion rings £9.50 

Lasagne  £6.00 Mac ‘n’ Cheese (Macaroni) dress salad 16oz Rump Steak (2x8oz) chips etc 11:50 

Ham, 2 Eggs & Chips £6.00 All Day Breakfast Surf & Turf 8oz Rump & Scampi  £9.00 

Gammon 2x5oz, 2 Eggs, peas & Tomo £7.00 Ham & Egg & chips Steak Toppers/2 Eggs/Garlic Mushrms £1.00 

Chicken Tikka Massala Yellow rice Pop £7.00 2 Sausage & Mash, peas & gravy Crispy Jalapenos/New York Topper/ £1.00 

Whitby Scampi&Chips Mushy/Proper Peas? £7.00 Sweets Peppercorn or Spicy Jerk Sauces  £1.00 

Cod & Chips Mushy or Proper Peas? £7.00 Tracle Sponge Pudding   

All Day Breakfast £6.00 Chocolate Fudge Cake Ice Cream Jacket Potato  

Steak & Ruddles Ale Pie / mashed pots £7.00 Vanilla Ice Cream with Choc Sauce Cheese & Coleslaw £4.50 

Cheesy Potato Pie (v) chips & peas £6.50 ** Note If you would prefer Garlic Mushrm Cheese & Bake Beans £4.50 

Cottage Pie, peas and gravy £6.50 served instead of a sweet with your Chicken & Mayonnaise £4.50 

Chicken New Yorker £7.00 Main Course that can be arranged Sticky BBQ Pulled Pork £5.00 

Chilli Con Carne Yellow rice £6.50 Sweets & Puddings Tuna Mayonnaise £5.00 

  All your favourites, order yourself after meal Chilli Con Carne £5.00 

     

*  Note One. Main Deals.  The Highlighted Choices are available at TWO MEALS for £10 but you must order two of the choices to obtain this price 
We do match up for single orders at £5 per meal based on the first orders received pair up so late orders could incur the extra cost per meal 

** Note Two. Seniors Two Course  The Soup has been omitted as a choice as Everyone will have to wait until that course is finished / As in the past!! 
 

For those online view the menus on:  www.gkmeetandeat.co.uk/locations/sir-john-warren-ilkeston 

(Cut and paste into your computer browser to view menu) 
Many of these menu meals are limited choices due to the price e.g. Two courses for £5!  Remember details such steak e.g. Med, 
Rare AND type of peas.  If you have room for a puddings afterwards please order and pay individually except Seniors 2 Courses. 
 
 

PROPOSED 2017 DERBYSHIRE SUBMARINERS SOCIAL LUNCH CLUB PROGRAMME 
 

2017 DAY/DATE VENUE   
January Wed 25 Sir John Warren, Ilkeston  Welcome to 2017  
February Wed 22 The Blue Jay, Alvaston   

March Wed 29 The New Inn, Little Eaton   
April Wed 26 7pm The Park Carvery, Chaddesden Freedom of City Celebration PM  
May Wed 31 The May Sum Chinese, Derby Chinese Buffet Lunch  
June Wed 28 Newdigate Arms, West Hallam AFD Celebration  
July Wed 26 The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop   

August Wed 30 T.B.A. To Be Decided  
September Wed 27 Oak & Acorn, Oakwood   

October Frid 20 7pm Traf Dinner, Venue to be decided Trafalgar Dinner  
November Wed 29 Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook   
December Wed 06 or 13 To Be Decided by Members Let the Sec know your ideas Pse?  

 

 

The Adm Sir John Warren is 
situated on Ilkeston Market Place 
(One of ten pubs in the vicinity!) 
The buses pull up outside the 

Council Hse to the left of the pub 
and ample parking on the right 
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Well as we move into 2017 this Australian Koala Santa 
Claus has topped up his sledge with eucalyptus, and 
being driven by his kangaroo reindeers is heading back 
to Aussie Santa Land.  Of course it is the middle of 
summer out there at present so stocking up for winter!! 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS ONLINE 
Current & 1 year Back Issues on Derbyshire Submariners Web Page 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html 
 

Views & comments of this newsletter do not always reflect the 
official policy, or the decisions of the Derbyshire Submariners 

  

   06 Jan DS Meeting.  No Meeting held in January 
  

   14 Jan HMS Truculent Svc  Chatham, King George X 
  

   16 Jan D&DExSvcs AGM  Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   25Jan Lunch Club  Adm Sir John Warren, Ilkeston 

 

  

   03 Feb DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   22 Feb Lunch Club  The Blue Jay, Alvaston 

 

  

   03 Mar DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

10-13 Mar Ton Class Spring Meeting Portsmouth (Sec Away) 
  

   17 Mar Coffee Morning, Derby Council House, RMA 
  

   22 Feb Lunch Club  The New Inn, Little Eaton 

 

  

   06 Apr DS AGM  TS Kenya Thurs 7pm  TBC 
  

   10 Apr D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   26 Apr Lunch Club  The Park 7pm Freedom of City Do 

 
 

  

   05 May DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

19-22 May FNA AGM/Reunion Southport  Prince of Wales 
  

  31 May Lunch Club  The May Sum, Derby 12:15pm 

 

  

   02 Jun DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

09 June to 
23 July 

Poppy Wave,  Silkmill, Derby 

See Article Page 5 Derbyshire Deeps Dec 2016 
  

    19 June AF Week  Flag Raising Time TBA 
  

   24 June AFD Liverpool  Main Event local events TBA 
  

  31 May Lunch Club  The Newdigate, West Hallam AFD 

 

  

   01 July W5795 75th Anniversary  Stanley Village 11:30 

Substantial Flypast applied for and Village Fete 
  

   07 July DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

15 July to 
19 Nov 

Poppies: Wave   CWGC Plymouth Naval  

Memorial, The Hoe  (DBR 5 August 2017) 
  

  26 July Lunch Club  The Windmill, Breadsall Hilltop 

 

  

   04 Aug DS Meeting.  No Meeting held in August 
  

   04 Aug Coffee Morning, Derby Council Hse, TS Kenya 
  

04-07 Aug Dieso Boats Reunion.  Plymouth (See 15 July) 
  

   30 Aug Lunch Club  TBA 

 

  

   01 Sept DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   03 Sept Merchant Navy Day  Details to be advised 
  

11 Sept D&DExSvcs Meeting Council House 10:30hrs 
  

   27 Sept Lunch Club  Oak & Acorn, Oakwood, Derby 

 

  

   06 Oct DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

13-16 Oct Ton Class AGM/Reunion Hallmark Hotel, Derby 
  

20 Oct Trafalgar Dinner  Edale Rm, Hallmark Hotel 

 

  

   03 Nov DS Meeting  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

   11 Nov Armistice Day  Saturday Nottm Rd Services 
  

    12 Nov Remembrance Sunday  Svc’s Various Locations 
  

   29 Nov Lunch Club  Bartlewood Lodge, Ockbrook 

 

  

   01 Dec DS Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chaddesden Noon 
  

  13 Dec Christmas Lunch Weds Noon Venue TBA 

 

http://www.godfreydykes.info/derbyshire_submariners_page.html

