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EDITORIAL 

The Derbyshire Branch was well 
represented at the funeral of Ian 
Molyneux up in Wigan to pay our last 
respects.  The people of Wigan were 
tremendous, and we could only wish 
the occasion of the visit was not so 

sad.  A kind lady opened her house near the church for 
us to park and also for a comfort break, before and after 
the service.  The other help and advice we received up 
North was also much appreciated from local people and 
as they said in the eulogy, proper beer, proper priced at 
£1.80 per pint and all in view of Wigan Pier! Pages 13/14 
 

Please read the last page of your newsletter dealing 
mainly with local branch undertakings, and 
opportunities;  Please partake if you can.  On the same 
subject of what and where; the diary on page 2 has 
been fully updated with recent correspondence from the 
Derby & District, and we even seek volunteer members 
to go FREE to the leading United Kingdom Derby Beer 
Festival!  Details are on Page 16. 
 

It has just been announced that jubilant family members 
and friends cheered the submariners of HMS Tireless 
home to HM Naval Base Devonport, Plymouth, from a 
ten-and-a-half-month deployment east of Suez, the 
longest Royal Naval submarine deployment in ten 
years.  Before anyone comments; I also did a two year 
commission out the FES, but this is as with the 
bombers, and all other patrols by boats, another 
submarine achievement.  BZ to all serving submariners. 
 

It just remains to remind members who wish to attend 
our special Traf & Affiliated Boats Dinner at the Spot 
Banqueting Suite on Saturday 5 November 2011 to get 
in touch with me for details.  We have a very special 
guest who launched Ambush, and both Ambush and 
Vanguard have indicated they will be attending, and we 
also extend an invite to the past HMS Sovereign’s 
Ships Companies, who were affiliated with Derby for 
over 30 years to attend this special occasion.  Tickets 
are available via me, and contact details are on our 
Branch Web page (Details Page 16).  The Dieso Boat 
Reunion details are also available on the Branch Web 
page, and this is to date being well supported by at least 
eight or nine branch members. 
 

Terry Hall, Derbyshire Newsletter Editor 
Hon Secretary, Submariners Assn (Derbyshire) 
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S u b m a r i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( D e r b y s h i r e )  

POSITIVE THOUGHTS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 

Today is the Oldest 
you have ever been;  

Yet the Youngest 
you’ll ever be. 

So enjoy this day 
while it lasts 

BIRTHDAYS 2011 
  

06 Jun Albert Birchnall 
09 Jun Doug Clarke 
11 Jun Terry Hall 
25 Jun Kevin Lawson 

  

23 July Max Horton 
19 Aug Kevin Gilbert 
26 Aug Ken Holtham (Pres) 
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Terry Hall,  Hon Secretary 
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    25 May SA Luncheon Club –  Oak & Acorn 
  

    29 May Royal Marines Assn NMA Dedication 11:45hrs 

 

    02 June SA Branch Meeting.  TS Kenya  7:15pm 
  

    03 June Coffee Morning RNA Cathedral Tea Rooms 
  

    08 Jun SA Annual Coach Trip NMA Alrewas  
  

    08 June War Widows Service Guards Chapel, London 
  

    10 June 
TS Kenya Dinner The Stuart Hotel £25pp 
Stuart Hotel, London Rd 

  

    12 June Gren Guards London Visit Ian 01332 755156 
  

    17 June WRNS Coffee Morning 10-12Noon Cathedral 
  

    20 Jun 
Armed Forces Day (AFD) Flag Raising 10am 
Meet 09:45 at the front of the Council House 

  

    24 Jun D&D Coffee Morning @ Derby Cathedral 
  

    24 Jun D&D Lunch at the Spot – Details to Page 16 
  

    25 Jun British Armed Forces Day. 
  

    29 Jun SA Luncheon Club –  Master Locksmith 

  

    04 Aug SA Branch Meeting.  TS Kenya  7:15pm 
  

    05 Aug Coffee Morning TS Kenya Cathedral Tea Rooms  
  

    06 Aug Dieso Boat Reunion   Saturday Plymouth 
  

    12 Aug Coffee Morning RMP Cathedral Tea Rooms 

  

    19 Aug Coffee Morning Suez Vets Cathedral Tea Rooms 
  

    31 Aug SA Luncheon Club –  Bartlewood Lodge 
  

 

    01 Sept 
SA Branch Meeting.  TS Kenya  7:15pm 
Last of Summer Routine Meetings 

  

    03 Sept Merchant Navy Day. Market Place 11am Svc 
  

    07 Sept War Widows Dedication NMA Details 01629 732431 

  

    09 Sept Guide Dogs Derby Coffee Morning Venue TBA 
  

    16 Sept Sherwood Foresters Coffee Morning Cathedral Dby 
  

 16-18 Sept 
SA National Mixed Families Weekend 
At Adelphi Hotel Liverpool  * See Pg 10 & 16 
* Applications Direct to Dave Barlow per form 

  

    17 Sept RBL Allenton Rock ‘n’ Roll Charity Night £7.50 H4H 
  

    19 Sept D&D Meeting, The Spot, Derby 10:30 
  

    28 Sept SA Luncheon Club –  The Paddock 
  

    30 Sept 
TS Kenya Prize Giving Night- Full Branch Support 
requested.  Tom Smith SA Memorials Presentation 

 

    02 July 
Lady Winifred Hilton Memorial Service Wirksworth 
Invitation only via RBL 01332 514909 

  

    03 July 
Annual Pilgrimage Crich Stand at 2pm.   
Sherwood Foresters War Memorial 

  

    06 July War Widows Svc Liverpool Cathedral, Liverpool 
  

    07 July Beer Festival RBL Collection Derby.  See Pg 16 
  

    07 July SA Branch Meeting.  TS Kenya  7:15pm 
  

    09 July 
W5795 Bomber Memorial Stanley Village 11:30 
Followed by flypast Battle of Britain Hurricane 

  

    09 July Buxton Military Tattoo  Evening Trip available £28 
  

    27 July SA Luncheon Club –  Cat & Fiddle 
  

 

    06 Oct 
SA Branch Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chad, 11:30 
Commence Winter Routine Meetings 

  

    12 Oct War Widows Meeting Age Concern Eagle Market 
  

    14 Oct Coffee Morning RMPA Cathedral Tea Rooms 
  

    21 Oct Trafalgar Day (Friday) RNA Riverside Ceremony 
  

    26 Oct SA Luncheon Club –  The Park 
  

    03 Nov SA Branch Meeting.  Jubilee Club Chad,  11:30am 
  

    05 Nov Branch Trafalgar & Affiliated Boats Dinner 
  

    10 Nov 10am Thurs Chaddesden Park Children’s Service 
  

    11 Nov 10am Friday SA WWI Graves Services 
  

    11 Nov 11am Friday Armistice Day Soldiers Corner 
  

    12 Nov Concert of Remembrance Derby Cathedral 19:30 
  

    13 Nov Remembrance Sunday 
  

    30 Nov SA Luncheon Club –  The Oak & Acorn 
  

    01 Dec SA Branch Meeting.  Jubilee Club, Chad, 11:30am 
  

    T.B.A. Branch Christmas Lunch 
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Telephones  After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last 
year, Canadian scientists found traces of copper wire 
dating back 200 years and came to the conclusion that 
their ancestors already had a telephone network more 
than 150 years ago.  Not to be outdone by their 
neighbours, in the weeks that followed, an American 
archaeologist dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly 
after, a story published in the New York Times:  
"American archaeologists, finding traces of 250-year-old 
copper wire, have concluded that their ancestors 
already had an advanced high-tech communications 
network 50 years earlier than the Canadians".  One 
week later, the British authorities reported the following:  
"After digging as deep as 30 feet in North Yorkshire, 
Jack Arkwright, a self-taught archaeologist, reported 
that he found absolutely nothing at all.  Jack has 
therefore concluded that 250 years ago, Britain had 
already gone wireless."  Just makes you bloody proud 
to be British, don't it! 
 
The Maid.  The Mexican maid asked for a pay increase.  
The wife was very upset about this and decided to talk 
to her about the raise.  She asked: "Now Maria, why do 
you want a pay increase?"  Maria: "Well, Senora, there 
are tree reasons why I wanna increaze."  "The first is 
that I iron better than you."  Wife: "Who said you iron 
better than me?"  Maria: "Jor huzban he say so."  Wife: 
"Oh yeah?"  Maria: "The second reason eez that I am a 
better cook than you."  Wife: "Nonsense, who said you 
were a better cook than me?"  Maria: "Jor hozban did."  
Wife increasingly agitated:  "Oh he did, did he???"  
Maria: "The third reason is that I am better at sex than 
you in the bed."  Wife, really boiling now and through 
gritted teeth.  "And did my husband say that as well?"  
Maria: "No Seïnora, The gardener did."  Wife: "So how 
much do you want?" 
 
Nag Nag Nag 
A lawyer arrived home late, after a very tough day trying 
to get a stay of execution.  His last minute plea for 
clemency to the governor had failed and he was feeling 
worn out and depressed.  As soon as he walked 
through the door at home, his wife started on him about, 
'What time of night to be getting home is this?  Where 
have you been?  Dinner is cold and I'm not reheating it'. 
And on and on and on.  Too shattered to play his usual 
role in this familiar ritual, he poured himself a tot of 
whiskey and headed off for a long hot soak in the bath, 
pursued by the predictable sarcastic remarks as he 
dragged himself up the stairs.  While he was in the bath, 
the phone rang.  The wife answered and was told that 
her husband's client, James Wright, had been granted a 
stay of execution.  Wright would not be hanged tonight.   
Finally realising what a terrible day he must have had, 
she decided to go up stairs and give him the good 
news..  As she opened the bathroom door, she was 
greeted by the sight of her husband, bent over naked, 
drying his legs and feet.  'They're not hanging Wright 
tonight,' she said.  He whirled around and screamed, 
'For The Love Of God Woman, Don't You Ever Stop?!' 
 
Re-Cycling:  Did you hear about the lady who took a 
load of stuff to a car boot sale, where she sold it for 
quite a lot of money?  She put the money towards a 
Breast Enlargement operation.  That's what you call Tit 
for Tat. 

The Dentist  The female dentist pulls out a numbing 
needle to give the man an injection.  "No way!  No 
needles. I hate needles" the patient said..  The dentist 
starts to hook up the nitrous oxide and the man objects. 
"I can't do the gas thing. The thought of having the gas 
mask on suffocates me!"  The dentist then asks the 
patient if he has any objection to taking a pill.  "No 
objection," the patient says. "'I'm fine with pills."  The 
dentist then returns and says, "Here's a Viagra."  The 
patient says, "Wow! I didn't know Viagra worked as a 
pain killer!"  "It doesn't" said the dentist, "but it's going to 
give you something to hold on to when I pull your tooth 
out." 
 
 

Women Who Know Their Place 
Barbara Walters, of 20/20, did a story on gender roles in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, several years before the Afghan 
conflict.  She noted that women customarily walked five 
paces behind their husbands.  She recently returned to 
Kabul and observed that women still walk behind their 
husbands.   Despite the overthrow of the oppressive 
Taliban regime, the women now seem happy to 

maintain the old custom.  Ms Walters 
approached one of the Afghani 
women and asked, 'Why do you now 
seem happy with an old custom that 
you once tried so desperately to 
change?'  The woman looked Ms 
Walters straight in the eyes, and 

without hesitation said, "Land mines."  Moral of the story 
is (no matter what language you speak or where you go.  
Behind every man, there's a smart woman! 
 
 

A Driver is stuck in a traffic jam going into central 
London. Nothing is moving north or south.  Suddenly a 
man knocks on his window.  The driver rolls down his 
window and asks, "What happened? What's the hold-
up?"  "Terrorists have taken over the House of 
Commons, kidnapped the main politicians."  They are 
asking for a ten million pound [GBP] ransom; otherwise, 
they are going to douse them with petrol and set them 
all on fire. We are going from car to car, taking up a 
collection."  The driver asks, "On average, how much is 
everyone giving?"  "About a gallon!" 
 
 

The Miracle Of Toilet Paper 
Fresh from my shower, I stand in front of the mirror 
complaining to my Husband that my breasts are too 
small. Instead of characteristically telling me it's not so, 
he uncharacteristically comes up with a suggestion.  If 
you want your breasts to grow, then every day take a 
piece of toilet Paper and rub it between them for a few 
seconds.  'Willing to try anything, I fetch a piece of toilet 
paper and stand in front of the mirror, rubbing it 
between my breasts..  'How long will this take?' I asked.  
They will grow larger over a period of years,' my 
husband replies. I Stopped. 'Do you really think rubbing 
a piece of toilet paper between my breasts every day 
will make my breasts larger over the years?'  Without 
missing a beat he says, 'Worked for your bottom, didn't 
it?'  He's still alive, and with a great deal of nursing, he 
may even walk again, although he will probably 
continue to take his meals through a straw. 
 
 

An anagram of OSAMA BIN LADEN is:- 
LOB DA MAN IN SEA 
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Because I'm a man, when I lock my keys in the car, I 
will fiddle with a coat hanger long after hypothermia has 
set in.  Calling the AA is not an option. I will win.   
Because I'm a man , when the car isn't running very 
well, I will pop the hood and stare at the engine as if I 
know what I'm looking at. If another man shows up, one 
of us will say to the other, 'I used to be able to fix these 
things, but now with all these computers and everything, 
I wouldn't know where to start. 'We will then drink a 
couple of beers and break wind, as a form of Holy 
Communion.  Because I'm a man, when I catch a cold, 
I need someone to bring me soup and take care of me 
tenderly while I lie in bed and moan.  You're a woman. 
You never get as sick as I do, so for you, this is no 
problem.  Because I'm a man, I can be relied upon to 
purchase basic groceries at the store, like beer, milk or 
bread.  I cannot be expected to find exotic items like 
'cumin' or 'tofu.'  For all I know, these are the same 
thing.  Because I'm a man, when one of our appliances 
stops working, I will insist on taking it apart, despite 
evidence that this will just cost me twice as much once 
the repair person gets here and has to put it back 
together.  Because I'm a man, I must hold the 
television remote control in my hand while I watch TV.  If 
the thing has been misplaced, I may miss a whole show 
looking for it, though one time I was able to survive by 
holding a calculator.  Because I'm a man, there is no 

need to ask me what I'm thinking about.  
The true answer is always either sex, 
cars, sex, sports or sex. I have to make 
up something else when you ask, so don't 
ask.  Because I'm a man, I do not want 

to visit your mother, or have your mother come visit us, 
or talk to her when she calls, or think about her any 
more than I have to.  Whatever you got her for Mother's 
Day is okay; I don't need to see it.  And don't forget to 
pick up something for my mother, too.  Because I'm a 
man, you don't have to ask me if I liked the film, 
chances are, if you're crying at the end of it, I didn't  and 
if you are feeling amorous afterwards, then I will 
certainly at least remember the name and recommend it 
to others. Because I'm a man, I think what you're 
wearing is fine. I thought what you were wearing five 
minutes ago was fine, too.  Either pair of shoes is fine.  
With the belt or without it, looks fine.  Your hair is fine.  
You look fine. Can we just go now?  Because I'm a 
man, and this is, after all, the year 2011, I will share 
equally in the housework.  You just do the washing, 
laundry, the cooking, the cleaning, the vacuuming, and 
the dishes, and I'll do the rest, like wandering around in 
the garden with a beer wondering what to do.  This has 
been a public service message for women to better 
understand men  
 
A Sweet Story.  Mr Cadbury met Miss Rowntree on a 
Double Decker.  It was just After Eight.  They got off at 
Quality Street and went to the Mars Bar.  He asked her 
name. 'Polo, I'm the one with the hole' she said with a 
Wispa.  'I'm Marathon, the one with the nuts' he replied.  
He touched her Cream Eggs, which was a Kinder 
Surprise for her.  Then he slipped his hand into her 
Snickers, which made her Ripple.  He fondled her Jelly 
Babies and she rubbed his Curly Wurly.  Soon they 
were Heart Throbs.  It was a Fab moment as she 
screamed in Turkish Delight.  But, three days later, his 
Sherbet Dip Dab started to itch.  Turns out Miss 
Rowntree had been with Bertie Bassett and he had 
Allsorts! 

You Gotta Love Sailors.  A company was looking to 
hire someone for an important position, so they 
interviewed dozens of applicants and narrowed their 
search down to three retired military people from 
different parts of the Country.  In an attempt to pick one 
of them, they decided to give them all the same 
question to answer within 24 hours, and the one with 
the best answer would get the job.  The question was:  
A man and a woman are in bed, nude.  The woman is 
lying on her side with her back facing the man, and the 
man is lying on his side facing the woman's back.  What 
is the man's name?  After the 24 hours was up, the 
three were brought in to give their answers.  The first, 
from the Air Force, says, "My answer is, there is no 
answer."   The second, from the Marines, says, "My 
answer is, that there is no way to determine the answer 
with the information we were given.  The third one, a 
Sailor says, "I'm not exactly sure, but I have it narrowed 
down to two names. It's either: Willie Turner or Willie 
Nailer."  The Sailor got the job!  You gotta love sailors. 
 
The Old Rancher  The banker saw his old friend Tom, 
an eighty-year old rancher, in town.  Tom had lost his 
wife a year or so before and rumour had it that he was 
marrying a 'mail order' bride.  Being a good friend, the 
banker asked Tom if the rumour was true.  Tom assured 
him that it was.  The banker then asked Tom the age of 
his new bride to be. Tom proudly said 'she'll be twenty-
one in November'.  Now the banker, being the wise man 
that he was, could see that the sexual 
appetite of a young woman could not 
be satisfied by an eighty-year-old 
man.  Wanting his old friend's 
remaining years to be happy the 
banker tactfully suggested that Tom 
should consider getting a hired hand 
to help him out on the ranch, knowing 
nature would take its own course.  Tom thought this was 
a good idea and said he would look for one that 
afternoon.  About four months later, the banker ran into 
Tom in town again.  'How's the new wife'? asked the 
banker.  Tom proudly said 'good, she's pregnant'.  The 
banker, happy that his sage advice had worked out, 
continued 'and how's the hired hand'?  Without 
hesitating, Tom said 'she's pregnant too'.  Don't ever 
underestimate old guys. 
 
New Wine for Seniors Just a Single glass at night 
could mean a peaceful, uninterrupted night’s sleep.  
California vintners in the Napa Valley area, which 
primarily produce Pinot Blanc, Pinot Noir, and Pinot 
Grigio wines, have developed a new hybrid grape that 
acts as an anti-diuretic.  It is expected to reduce the 
number of trips older people have to make to the 
bathroom during the night.  The new wine will be 
marketed as Pino More. 
 
They Sent My Census Form Back!! In answer to the 
question, 'Do you have any dependants?', I put, 'Asylum 
seekers, drug addicts, the unemployable, the cast of 
The Jeremy Kyle Show, Northern Rock, RBS, Ireland, 
Portugal and half of Eastern Europe!'.   Africa, Asia, 
Pakistan and a daughter!  Apparently this wasn't an 
acceptable answer 
 
Message From A Chairman 
I am not bossy.  I just know what you should be doing!! 
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DEFENCE NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
Courtesy of Canadian Office Asia-Pacific Advisor 

With sincere thanks for copyright permission 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HMCS VICTORIA RETURNS TO SEA 
Saanich News, 19 April 2011 

HMCS Victoria (SSK 876), the namesake of the 
Navy's (CN's) class of submarines, was quietly 
tugged from dry-dock and was parked alongside a 

jetty at CFB Esquimalt in Victoria early Sunday 
morning. After five years in dry-dock, Victoria is the 
CN's second sub to have seafaring capabilities, with 
the Halifax-based Corner Brook the first.  Victoria's 
captain, Cdr. Christopher Ellis, said that his boat 
should begin six months of sea trials in the Juan de 

Fuca Strait in July, with the goal to have the sub 
fully operational by December.  The CN's overall 
objective is to have three submarines operational at 
any given time, with the fourth undergoing 
maintenance in Victoria. Corner Brook participated 
in Canada's Op Nanook Arctic exercise, as well as 
the Latin American UNITAS drill in 2009. 
 
DRUG SUBMARINE $153 MILLION OF COCAINE 

US Coast Guard Press Release, 18 April 2011 

The Coast Guard cutter Sherman interdicted a self-
propelled semi-submersible ship 480km off the 
coast of Costa Rica on April 3rd, seized 5.8 metric 

tons of cocaine worth an estimated USD $153 
million, and detained four people.  Sherman spotted 
the drug sub when four men on the boat appeared 
on its deck, and were able to recover six bales of 
cocaine thrown overboard.  Semi-submersibles 
have been used by cartels to smuggle drugs from 
Latin America to the US since at least the mid-

2000s due to their ability to transport tons of 
cocaine long distances for construction costs of as 
little as $500k, though drug gangs have upped the 
ante in terms of their sophistication recently, with 
the discovery of a full-fledged drug submarine in 
Ecuador last July. 
 

ISRAEL SEEKS 6TH GERMAN SUBMARINE 

UPI, 15 April 2011 

PM Netanyahu is lobbying Germany to sell Israel a 
sixth Dolphin-class diesel-electric air-independent 
propulsion nuclear-capable submarine.  Israel is 

keen to add to its existing fleet of five Dolphins to 
counter an increasing Iranian threat (including a 
second nuclear strike capability), with the 
deployment of an Iranian frigate and supply ship in 
the Mediterranean via the Suez Canal in February; 
the first such deployment since 1979, raising 
concern in Tel Aviv about Iran's naval intentions.  

However, Germany has adopted austerity measures 
at home and is reluctant to subsidize another 
country's military, a position it voiced last July.  The 
Israeli Navy, meanwhile, is lobbying Netanyahu to 
allocate special funds for the sixth Dolphin. Five 
Dolphins are reportedly required to have two boats 

available to patrol off Iran at all times, with a sixth 
granting leeway for additional operations. 

NORTH KOREA INTENSIFIED SUBMARINE 
DRILLS AT BORDER 

Korea Times, 06 April 2011 
North Korea has incorporated its newest 40m Shark-class 
(or Sango-class) into a number of naval exercises in the 
East Sea and Yellow Seas, causing concern in the South. 
Intelligence reports indicate that five to six submarines 
have been involved in the drills. South Korean Defence 
Minister Kim Kwan-jin noted that the North also seemed to 
be launching seaborne infiltration drills.  In response, the 
South has sent an additional fleet of P-3CK anti-submarine 
surveillance aircraft to the East Sea border.  Tensions 
remain high between the Koreas, especially as 
investigators believe an older Shark-class submarine 
provided cover for a mini-sub that sank the ROKS 
Cheonan, killing 46 South Korean sailors last March. 
 
 

THAILAND NAVY WINS BIG BATTLE FOR U-BOATS & 
THAI NAVY TO SWAP GERMAN S/M’s FOR KOREAN" 
Bangkok Post, 26/4/11 & Naval Technology, 21/4/11 

The Navy's bid to buy six German-made U-206A 
submarines received support from the Defence Council on 
Monday. The initial approval was quantified by the request 
for a detailed procurement plan for the USD $270 million 
deal, which the Council will forward to cabinet for final 
approval. Some government officials have raised concerns 
about the Navy's plans to purchase decommissioned 
submarines, which only have a usable life of six or seven 
years, as opposed to new boats. In fact, earlier this week 
Defence Minister Prawit Wongsuwon floated the idea of 
buying two new South Korean-built Type U-209-class 
diesel-electric submarines instead of the German boats. 
However, at an estimated cost of $1.32b, the South Korean 
option was ruled out due to budgetary constraints 
 
 

US PENTAGON RELEASES MONEY FOR SECOND 
VIRGINIA CLASS SUBMARINE 

Boston Herald, 30 April 2011 
The Pentagon last week released USD $1.2 billion for the 
construction of the 14th Virginia-class nuclear attack 
submarine, marking the first time since the end of the Cold 
War that Washington has moved to build two submarines 
per year.  The as-yet unnamed sub, SSN-787, will be built 
jointly by Newport News, Virginia-based Huntington Ingalls 
Industries Inc. and Groton, Connecticut-based General 
Dynamics Electric Boat. Officials said that the shipyards 
were rewarded for bringing the Virginia-class program 
under budget and cutting anticipated build times.  The most 
recent Virginia sub built by the two companies, USS 
Missouri, was constructed in 65 months at a cost of $2.26b; 
the target now is for a 60-month build time and a cost of 
$2b even. Analysts say the increased build rate is likely 
driven by the rapid increase in submarines in the Indo-
Pacific region, where China alone is expected to field 
between 80 and 100 subs by 2025-2030. 
 
 

PRINCE CHARLES 'SAVES ARK ROYAL 
BBC News, 28 April 2011 & Telegraph, 02 May 2011 

The cost of the two new Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft 
carriers currently under construction is estimated to 
increase by at least USD $1.6 billion, raising the final price 
tag to around $11.5b. The two super carriers escaped last 
October's Strategic Defence & Security Review, which 
outlined spending and equipment cuts.   In related news, 
Prince Charles has privately agreed to allow HMS Prince of 
Wales to be renamed Ark Royal in order to continue the 
latter's name after the previous carrier was 
decommissioned in January; the Ministry of Defence has 
not decided on whether to continue the flagship name 
tradition. 
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VERTICAL LAUNCHING SYSTEM FOR ATTACK 
SUBS DEVELOPED 

South Korea Times, 02 May 2011 
The Agency for Defence Development (ADD) announced 
last week that it had developed a vertical launch system 
(VLS) for the navy's next generation of conventional 
submarines.  The new VLS is said to be derived from a 
similar one designed for the navy's KDX-III Aegis 
destroyers, which will allow Seoul's new KSS-III 
submarines to fire a wider array of weapons, including 
medium-range land-attack cruise missiles.  It is believed 
that engineers at ADD are working to modify the 1,500km-
range Hyunmoo III-C surface-to-surface ballistic missile, as 
well as the 1,000km-range Hyunmoo III-B for use in the 
new VLS. KSS-III subs will displace roughly 3,000 tons and 
are expected to be largely comprised of Korean-designed 
systems, which could allow Seoul to sell the sub on the 
open market.  The Navy's current KSS-II Son Won-il-class 
is based on the German Type-214 design, and restrictions 
on the transfer of technology between German and South 
Korean shipyards limits Seoul's ability to sell those subs 
internationally. 
 
 

ARCTIC SEAS COULD RISE UP TO 1.6 METRES 
BY 2100    -     Reuters, 03 May 2011 

The Oslo-based Arctic Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme (AMAP), one of the five working groups 
established to advise the Arctic Council, reported last 
Tuesday that world sea levels may rise up to 1.6 metres by 
2100 (as compared to 1990 levels) if the Arctic ice melt 
trend continues at its current pace. AMAP said that Arctic 
glaciers, ice caps, and the melting of the Greenland ice 
sheet have contributed to over 40 percent of the three 
millimetre annual ocean rise between 2003 and 2008, and 
further cautioned that Arctic warming appears to be 
accelerating. If AMAP's predictions are correct, the water 
rise will have significant consequences, as a third of the 
world's population lives within 100km of the coast, and 
altering infrastructure to compensate would be very costly. 
 
 

NEW TARGET JOINS FLEET - HMS DIAMOND 
Ministry of Defence Press Release, 06 May 2011 

HMS Diamond, the Royal Navy's third Type-45 air defence 
destroyer, was formally commissioned into the fleet on 
Friday. The BAE Systems-built multi role vessel is 
equipped with the Sea Viper missile system and is capable 
of embarking 60 troops and their equipment, or 700 people 
in the event of a civilian evacuation. The Ministry of 
Defence originally planned to purchase 12 Type-45 
destroyers, but in 2008 the program was scaled back to six 
ships. The fourth of the class, Dragon, is expected to be 
commissioned in September of this year, with all six ships 
scheduled to be in service by 2015. 
 
 

ROYAL WOOTTON BASSETT 
The Queen has bestowed Royal status on Wootton 
Bassett.  Dignity, respect and compassion may be old-
fashioned values but the local residents of the Wiltshire 
town of Wootton Bassett are proud to uphold them by 
saluting the men and women who make the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country.  Wootton Bassett will be the first 
town in more than a century to be granted 'Royal' status in 
recognition of the way it honours fallen troops. In March, 
Prime Minister David Cameron told MPs that the Queen 
had agreed to the tribute 'as an enduring symbol of the 
nation's gratitude to the people of that town'.  A very fitting 
TV Documentary was recently shown on TV covering their 
sterling work and sincere dedication to Remembrance 

ISRAEL ACQUIRING ANOTHER SUBMARINE 
UPI, 06 May 2011 

Israel has decided to purchase a sixth German-made 
improved Dolphin-class for delivery in 2013/14. That Tel 
Aviv would proceed with the purchase was never really in 
doubt, but Tel Aviv had been lobbying Berlin to subsidize 
one-third of the boat's cost, as was done for the 
procurement of earlier Dolphins, which Berlin balked at 
given its domestic austerity measures. The Dolphins, which 
are based on the German Type-209 design but have been 
developed specifically for Israel, have a top speed of 20 
knots, have 10 torpedo tubes - six of which can fire Sub-
Harpoon over-the-horizon anti-ship missiles - and are 
equipped with Air-Independent Propulsion. Israel is likely 
acquiring the subs to counter possible Iranian naval 
movements, with five subs required to have two boats 
available to patrol Iran at all times, and a sixth granting 
operational leeway  Editor:  Please note this is updated 
news from the previous article on page 5 dated 15 April 
 
 

LAST COMBAT VETERAN OF WW1 DIES AT 110 
Thursday, 5 May 2011 

Claude Stanley Choules, the last known combat veteran of 
the First World War, died on Thursday at a nursing home in 
Perth, Western Australia his family have said. He was 110.  
"We all loved him," his 84-year-old daughter Daphne 
Edinger said. "It's going to be sad to think of him not being 
here any longer, but that's the way things go."  Beloved for 
his wry sense of humour and humble nature, the British-
born Choules nicknamed "Chuckles" by his comrades in 
the Australian navy never liked to fuss over his 
achievements, which included a 41-year military career and 
the publication of his first book at the age of 108.  He 
usually told the curious that the secret to a long life was 
simply to "keep breathing." Sometimes, he chalked up his 
longevity to cod liver oil. But his children say in his heart, 
he believed it was the love of his family that kept him going 
for so many years 
 
 

MILITARY MEDAL EARNS THICK EAR 
Brave soldier Cpl James Bedford is to receive the Military 
Cross for his bravery in Afghanistan - but his wife gave him 
a clout round the ear when she heard the news.  Bedford 
was awarded the honour after he sprinted across a 
battlefield in full view of Taliban gunmen to save two 
comrades, but had kept his exploits a secret from his wife. 
 
 
PHILIPPINES EYE SUBMARINES TO BOOST NAVY 

Philippine Inquirer, 17 May 2011 
Looking to keep up with its neighbours whom have all 
undertaken their own submarine plans, Philippine naval 
brass said this week that Manila should acquire its own 
fleet of subs "in order to even up our capability."  Most 
other Southeast Asian nations either already have 
submarines or have started programmes for their 
acquisition, including Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
Analysts say that such a move makes strategic sense for 
the Philippines as this capability would help the country 
monitor its vast maritime spaces and reinforce its claims to 
the Spratly Islands, though the Philippine Navy has always 
been plagued by low funding, and such a programme could 
divert critical resources away from other naval plans. 
Manila also currently has probably the oldest naval fleet in 
SE Asia, and some analysts question whether that should 
be addressed before embarking on a sub-surface capability 
that will also require significant resources for training, 
maintenance, and support. 
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THE SOON TO BE 'THE OLD AGE SAILORS' OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY! 

© Godfrey (Jeff) Dykes 
Not to be reproduced without permission of author 

 

Have you read the Public Sector, Pensions Fair Play 
report, written recently [March 2011] by Lord Hutton at the 
request of the coalition Government?  If you haven't, try 
reading it: I recommend it Hutton Review of fair pay in the 
public sector - HM Treasury and the only reason I mention 
this is that the Royal Navy is an integral part of the Public 
Sector/Public/Services.  We [the RN] along with other 
Armed Services, are what the Government calls "the 
uniformed services" and that group also includes the police 
and the fire brigade.  I can never see quite why we should 
be linked for any kind of remunerations with the police and 
fire brigade [or any other organisation for that matter] 
because I fully subscribe to the reason for the 'X' factor 
which clearly rules out the non armed forces personnel. 
That 'X' factor is even recognised in our armed forces 
pensions!  Uniformed Services pensions have always been 
paid to men [essentially] at a relatively young age when 
compared with those not in the Uniformed Services. 
 

In my day, and prior to 1970 when the Fleet Chief Petty 
Office rate was introduced, the vast majority of men were 
fully pensioned at the age of 40, with officers being 
pensioned after sixteen years commissioned service. 
Obviously some ratings served for longer than their '22' and 
many officers served for periods far in excess of their 
necessary '16'.  From 1972 onwards [the date the first of 
the FCPO's was promoted] serving for these men became 
mandatory out to age 45, with more than generous longer 
service packages being offered to CPO's and exceptionally 
to PO's.  Serving on the active-list as a rating until the age 
of 50 was almost unheard of, and to go on to the age of 55 
was a pipe-dream, for many a rating would have welcomed 
that opportunity.  Then in 2005, the pension covering the 
years outlined above was totally revamped and split into 
two pension’s schemes. Basically all those who joined 
before 6th April 2005 were shifted to AFPS 75 [Armed 
Forces Pension Scheme 1975] which in the most important 
aspects maintained the status quo of the pension system 
most of us knew and benefited* from.  Those joining after 
the 6th April 2005 were automatically entered into the 
AFPS 05 scheme which was/is very difference from our 
time!  * Remember of course that then as now, our pay was 
abated to take account of our pensions, meaning that had 
the pension not been offered, our pay would have been 
greater so our pension was part contributory. 
 

Those on the AFPS75 could elect to change over to the 
AFPS05.  However, as time moved on, the norm became 
the AFPS05 and that is what we will concentrate on.  In 
AFPS05, ratings get their pensions when aged 55, no 
sooner, unless discharged with illness.  After 35 years of 
service [say, from age 20] and thus aged 55, the pension is 
50% of pensionable pay, which is 'basic pay plus 'X' factor' 
but none of the 'allowances' [flying pay, submarine pay, 
diving pay etc not counted].  If they serve 40 years leaving 
at aged 60, then their pension is enhanced and greater 
than 50% of pensionable pay.  If you leave before the age 
of 55 and you have completed 18 years service and you 
are at least aged 40 {as it was back in our time and now 
known as EDP 18/40} you have to wait until you are 65 
before Your Pension Is Paid. 
 

That is not as cruel as it sounds, because although there is 
no pension payable, there are benefits under an EDP 
[Early Departure Payment] scheme.  These are as follows. 
First off, the man is given a PRESERVED ANNUAL 
PENSION {PAP}  [calculated on his service record and 
very similar to the pension he would have received were he 

to leave at age 55 which increases year on year to CPI 
levels] and from this PAP he is given income payments of 
50% of its value, a kind of a mini pension.  He is also given 
a tax free lump sum to the value of 3 x PAP.  It is not until 
he become 65 that he gets the other 50% of his PAP as 
income, when the EDP stops and his full pension is 
restored or awarded. Regrettably for these men, that age 
65 is moving right very soon to age 66 and soon after will 
climb to age 68 in line with the Governments guide on 
when Social Service OAP pensions are paid.  Not too long 
ago, the fire brigade decided that in the light of Fair Play on 
Public Sector Pensions [namely the amount of money the 
tax payers should fork out for these pensions] they would 
pay pensions from the age of 60 instead of 55.  Lord 
Hutton seized upon this point and since the fire brigade is a 
part of the Uniformed Services, it would be better were all 
[including the armed forces] to pay pensions from that age 
also.  In recommendation 14 below left, the reference to 
'key design' features which should apply to all public sector 
pensions except for the Uniformed Services, refers to 
moving the retirement age from the existing 60 to 65 and 
thereafter in line with all pension payment ages.   
 
This text comes for Lord Hutton's Report. 
Recommendation 14  The key design features contained 
in this report should apply to all public service pension 
schemes.  The exception is in the case of the uniformed 
services where the Normal Pension Age should be set to 
reflect the unique characteristics of the work involved.  The 
Government should therefore consider setting a new 
Normal Pension Age of 60 across the uniformed 
services, where the Normal Pension Age is currently 
below this level in these schemes, and keep this under 
regular review. 
 
This will quite naturally affect and no doubt disgust all civil 
servants, doctors, dentists, school teachers, local council 
workers and many more.  Lord Hutton's report has been 
widely accepted in Government circles as being an 
excellent contribution to the problems of Fair Play in 
pension payments.  The Chancellor is now studying the 
recommendations [which are thought to be a goer] and the 
outcome will be made known in the Autumn of this year.  If 
accepted, it will have far reaching consequences for the 
armed forces moving the RN's current age of drawing a full 
pension out to age 60, an amazing twenty years difference 
from the norms of the early 1980's.  It will also create, for 
obvious reasons, much older men defending our country.  
Is that wise? 
 
In summary, what the armed forces need is to be given a 
UNIQUE status with no peer groups.  That the age of 55 
should be kept or even lowered for retirement and that the 
age of 65 for the transition from EDP to Full Pension 
should be set-in-stone.  Above all else, the highest of 
inflationary Indexes, currently the RPI [Retail Price Index] 
should be used for armed forces pension increases in each 
September and not the lower of the two, currently the CPI 
[Consumer Price Index].  The armed forces deserve 
something better than civilians and for this purpose 
policemen and fire-fighters are civilians. 
 
Just a little quip: in my navy some of the sailors [naughty 
ones in my book] went RDP [Run Down Period meaning 
that they had let the end go, not many weeks or months to 
serve so what the hell, they didn't care any more] but in 
today's navy, they go EDP [as above].  Just a thought! 
 
The full text and article can be viewed on 
http://www.godfreydykes.info/OLD_AGE_SAILORS_OF_T
HE_ROYAL_NAVY_IN_2011.htm 



 8 

ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE MUSEUM TALKS 
 

Thursday 16 June  Underground Warfare 1914 – 
1918 Speaker historian and Holt's Battlefield tours guide 
Simon Jones.  Author Simon Jones will describe the 
heroism and endurance of this secret underground 
warfare and the blowing of the largest man-made 
explosions up to that time.  And on Thursday 21 July  
HMS Conqueror’s 90 Day Falklands War Patrol, 1982 
Speaker: Vice Admiral Sir Tim McClement KCB OBE, 
HMS Conqueror’s Second in Command in 1982.  Hear 
first-hand how Conqueror survived damage by ice-flows, 
the sinking of Belgrano, being depth-charged, attacked 
by torpedo-carrying aircraft and operating inside San 
Matias Bay in Argentina.  Both Talks Tickets: £8, 
Friends/SA: £7 (includes a glass of wine)  To book 
tickets in advance visit www.submarine-museum.co.uk 
or call 023 92510354 ext 240.  Tickets also available on 
the door (cash only)  General: 023 92510354 ext 230  
www.submarine-museum.co.uk  
Haslar Rd, Gosport, PO12 2AS  Reg charity 1068419  
Help us to save our iconic WW2 era submarine HMS 
Alliance that is the memorial to 5,300 British 
Submariners who have given their lives in service.  
Please make a donation now or visit her today!  
 
 

ACCIDENTAL LEAK OF BRITISH NUCLEAR 
SUBMARINE SECRETS 
Monday, April 18, 2011 

Defence chiefs have been forced into an embarrassing 
emergency retraction after secret information about the 
UK's nuclear-powered submarines was inadvertently 
published on a website.  The technical error meant 
sections of a Ministry of Defence report that appeared to 
have been blacked out could in fact be read by anyone 
who copied and pasted them into another document.  
The offending paragraphs have now been properly 
covered up [PDF] but were reported to have included 
expert opinion about the fleet's ability to withstand a 
catastrophic accident.  Details of measures used by the 
US navy to protect its own nuclear submarines were 
also accidentally made available, according to the Daily 
Star Sunday newspaper, which alerted the MoD to the 
problem. 
 

The Tory MP Patrick Mercer, who served in the army, 
told the newspaper the information would be "hugely 
interesting" to Britain's enemies and its release 
"potentially catastrophic".  The document involved was 
an assessment drawn up by the head of the defence 
nuclear safety regulator, Commodore Andrew 
McFarlane, over options for the reactors in future 
submarines to replace the Trident fleet.  Sections 
released intentionally on the parliament website, it 
concluded that the existing reactors were "potentially 
vulnerable" to fatal accidents; leading ministers to 
suggest new versions would be used.  Some parts of 
the declassified document were redacted when it was 
published to protect sensitive information but the 
technique used meant the words were still electronically 
available underneath.  An MoD spokesman said: "The 
MoD is grateful to the journalist for bringing this matter 
to our attention.  "As soon as we were told about this, 
we took steps to ensure the document was removed 
from the public domain and replaced by a properly 
redacted version. We take nuclear security very 
seriously and we are doing everything possible to 
prevent a recurrence of this." 

JUST ONE MORE CORNETO 
Wednesday, 4 may 2011  The Sun Online 

An ice cream van is dishing out cooling cones to our 
troops in Afghanistan,  thanks to three ex-soldiers.  
Former Para sergeant Neil Peacock and two pals spent 
nearly £30,000 from their savings to buy the van and fly 
it out.  They painted it in camouflage colours with a Mind 
The Troops sign on the back, but it still has its Whistle 
While You Work chimes.  Two girl servers have handed 
out 18,000 ice creams in two weeks - with British and 
US troops paying around £1.30 and local kids getting 
theirs free.  Neil, 47, said: "We are Afghanistan's first ice 
cream men, sticking up two fingers to the Taliban.  The 
response has been phenomenal.  Everyone smiles 
when the van rolls by."  Neil, former Royal Marine Craig 
Brewitt, 45, and ex-Guardsman Gordon Fleming, 45, 
came up with the idea while working as security men in 
the 60°C (140°F) heat of Kandahar.  The 1993 van from 
Plymouth cost them £4,000 on eBay.  The mates then 
chipped in £8,000 each to have it air-freighted to the 
danger zone via Amsterdam and Dubai.  An Irish dairy 
farmer supplies the ice cream.  Neil, from Newcastle 
upon Tyne, said: "I grew up having Mr Whippy on family 
trips to the seaside.  "This took six months of hard work 
but now we have lovely serving girls, our Nato hygiene 
certificate and a trading name, ConeKAF.  The only 
thing we need now is air conditioning." 

 
 

BEST RUM CAKE EVER! 
Ingredients 

1 or 2 quarts of Pussers Rum 1 tsp. of Soda 
1 cup of Butter Lemon Juice 
1 tbsp. Sugar Brown Sugar 
2 Large Eggs Nuts 
Baking Powder  
 

Before you start sample the Rum to check for quality. 
Good isn’t it!  Now go ahead.  Then Double check.  
Select a large mixing bowl, measuring cup etc.  Check 
the Rum again.  It must be just right.  To be sure the 
Rum is of the highest quality, pour 1 level cup of the 
Rum into a large glass and drink it as fast as you can. 
Repeat.  With the electric mixer, beat 1 cup of butter in a 
large fluffy bowl.  Add one seaspoon of sugar and beat 
again.  Meanwhile make sure the Rum is still good and 
of the highest quality.  Try another cup.  Open 2nd quart 
if required.  Add 2 arge legs, 2 cups of fruit druit, and 
beat until high.  If druit get stuck in the beater, just pry it 
loose with a drewscriver.  Sample the Rum again to 
check for toncsistency.  Next sift 3 cups of salt or 
pepper (it doesn’t really matter).  Sample the Rum 
again.  Sift half a pint of lemon juice, fold in chopped 
butter and strained nuts.  Add 1 babblespoon of brown 
thugar, or whatever colour you can find. Mix well.  
Grease the oven and turn cake pan to 350 gredees.  
Now pour the whole mess into coven and ake.   
Check the Rum again and bo to ged. 
With thanks to Mike Kemp for this submission 
 
 

THE DECISIONS SOME HAVE TO MAKE 
On Thursday 12 May I had a quandary of three diary 
clashes at 6:30pm.  A Parish Council meeting, An RBL 
Meeting, or a Severn Trent Reunion.  With logic applied 
that the PC & RBL happened monthly, and the STW 
event yearly, the deciding factor was the STW was the 
only event that included food; & a full carvery to boot.  
Sorry folks, no contest!!  
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LOCAL POLICE AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

BOILER ROOM SCAMS 
What they are and how to avoid them.  As you know, we 
take our customers' financial security very seriously.  
So, we wanted to tell you a bit about so-called Boiler 
Room Scams, and how best to avoid them.  There's no 
need to worry in particular, but as the saying goes, 
forewarned is forearmed.  What is a Boiler Room?  
Boiler Rooms are businesses that use high-pressure 
sales techniques to sell "sure thing" investments with 
the promise of massive returns. In fact, what they're 
selling is worthless stock in often unquoted companies 
that are either overvalued, or that simply don't exist at 
all.  How they work.  Boiler Room operatives generally 
cold-call their targets, using phone numbers from 
publicly-available shareholder lists.  Because it's against 
the law for brokers to cold-call in the UK, they tend to be 
based abroad (often Spain, Switzerland, or the US) 
where they're beyond the jurisdiction of the Financial 
Services Authority (FSA).  They can approach anyone, 
anywhere.  Boiler Room techniques.  A Boiler Room can 
look and sound legitimate.  They may mention 
companies you've heard of, give themselves a UK 
address or phone number, and possibly even have a 
professional-looking website.  They're notoriously 
persistent, and can hound a victim for months in the 
hope of a sale, catching out even seasoned investors. 
According to the FSA, Boiler Room scam victims lose 
on average £20,000.  The bottom line is that if an 
opportunity sounds too good to be true, then it almost 
certainly is.  What to do if you're called.  The advice is 
simple.  If you think you're being targeted by a Boiler 
Room, the FSA's advice is not to worry about being 
polite, just hang up.  You should then call the FSA 
contact centre on 0845 606 1234 with as much detail as 
you can remember.  You'll find more information about 
Boiler Rooms on the FSA website www.fsa.gov.uk 
Information as supplied by First Direct Bank 
 
 

RINGMASTER – DERBYSHIRE POLICE - D763 
[Reference: D763 - POCA Update] 

More than £1.6m has been stripped from Derbyshire 
criminals in the last 12 months under the Proceeds of 
Crime Act 2002.  The act gives the police the power to 
take offenders to court and strip them of cash and other 
assets. By doing this, police can recover the wealth 
people have made by committing crime.  For example, 
people who may have made money by drug dealing or 
selling stolen property can have this cash or property 
taken from them.  The act allows police to confiscate 
money from people at the crown court if they have been 
convicted of a criminal offence. Cash suspected of 
coming from crime, or for use in crime, can also be 
forfeited during a civil hearing at a magistrates' court.  
The latest figures released by Derbyshire police show 
that between April 1st 2010 and the end of March 2011 
assets totalling £1,273,076 were confiscated at Crown 
Court under the act.  During the same period, £354,363 
was forfeited by magistrates.  Between April 2009 and 
March 2010, £527,140 was confiscated from criminals 
and £206,656 was forfeited.  Money confiscated by the 
Crown Court is shared between a central Home Office 
fund, the Crown Prosecution Service, the Court 
Services and the investigating agency, such as the 
police or Trading Standards. 

Cash forfeited by magistrates is split between the 
Government and the investigating agency.   Decisions 
are still being made on where Derbyshire police will 
spend this years' money but in previous years, £15,000 
was spent on a two-year office lease so that Ripley 
Safer Neighbourhood Policing Team could have a base 
in the town centre, closer to the residents they serve. In 
the Derbyshire Dales, £1,000 was spent on a special 
operation to tackle criminals who travelled from 
neighbouring counties to commit crimes in the area and 
in Glossop, £1,000 was given to a community football 
project. SPODA, a Chesterfield-based group which 
supports families affected by drugs, was awarded 
£1,000 in 2010.  Detective Superintendent Terry 
Branson, force lead on POCA, said: "Our message to 
offenders is clear, crime does not pay.  We will pursue 
you through both the criminal and civil courts and any 
assets you may have will be stripped from you.   "We 
are working hard to make sure that anyone who profits 
through their offending will not only face conviction and 
possibly jail, but will also be prevented from enjoying the 
fruits of their ill-gotten gains." 

 
CONCERTS IN DERBY 

Derby Concert Band has an 
exciting line up of concerts 
planned for the rest of the 
season, which they hope will 

provide something for everyone. The next concert is on 
Saturday 21 May and the details are summarised below. 
Tickets are available by phoning 01332 740910, or from 
any band member, or from Foulds music shop on Irongate 
in Derby . Please put the dates in your diary now, and feel 
free to forward this on to anyone else who you think may 
be interested! Further information about the band can be 
found at www.derbyconcertband.co.uk  
 

Sat 21/5 at 7.30pm – Around the World in 80 Minutes 
Landau Forte College, Fox Str, Derby, DE1 2LF.  Join the 
band on a whirlwind tour of the world with music from the 
four corners of the planet. A real sightseeing tour for the 
ears, including pieces such as The Barber of Seville, Sabre 
Dance, Great Gates of Kiev, and a special composition by 
Philip Sparke called The Sun will Rise Again 
Sat 16/7 July 2011 at 7.30pm – A Night at the Oscars 
Landau Forte College, Fox Street, Derby, DE1 2LF.  The 
repertoire for this concert will include many famous pieces 
composed for, or feature in, motion pictures. These include 
themes from Pirates of the Caribbean, The Mask of Zorro, 
Sister Act and many more well known movie scores. 
Friday 23 September 2011 at 8pm – Smooth and Easy 
Rolls-Royce Pavilion, Moor Lane, Derby DE24 9HY 
This will be an informal evening with a bar and food 
available during the performance, so you can expect a 
pleasant sociable evening accompanied by great music 
from stage and screen plus popular music from around the 
world and on the doorstep. 
Sat 12 Nov 2011 at 7.30pm – Concert of Remembrance 
Derby Cathedral, 18 Iron Gate, Derby, DE1 3GP 
Returning with our prestigious sell-out concert featuring the 
marching of the standards for the Legions and ex-service 
associations. This memorable evening will include a 
special performance by Chesterfield Philharmonic Choir 
and provide the perfect opportunity to celebrate and 
commemorate the work of our gallant forces 
Sat 10 December 2011 at 7.30pm – Christmas Concert 
St Johns C of E Church, Mill Street, Derby DE1 1DY 
Our traditional Christmas concert, featuring special festive 
treats and seasonal favourites with plenty of carols to sing 
along to. (Please note this new date, which is different from 
earlier announcements) 
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CYBER SECURITY: 
MURKY DEFINITIONS IN THE FIFTH DOMAIN 

In Focus:  © Office of the Asia-Pacific Advisor Maritime 
Forces Pacific – Canadian Navy 

There is much talk in the media of an ongoing ‘cyber-war’. 
A July 2010 issue of The Economist painted the topic with 
dark humour by pixilating an explosion in a major city under 
the sub-title: ‘The threat from the internet’.  A November 
2010 New Yorker article by Seymour Hersh chose the 
more militarized picture of a submarine sailing through a 
keyboard while a helicopter flies low over the ‘digital 
battlefield’.  The current Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), in a more serious tone, has posited that the 
internet could be used to cause America’s next Pearl 
Harbour.  Cyberspace has been declared the fifth domain 
of warfare (after land, sea, air and space).  The internet is a 
commons that spans the globe but does not exist in the 
physical world.  Physical devices, such as computers, 
satellites, servers etc. support this world, but the cyber 
domain is unique in that it is both never-ending, yet 
enclosed.  A US Presidential Directive defines cyberspace 
as “the interdependent network of information technology 
infrastructures, which includes the Internet, 
telecommunications networks, computer systems, and 
embedded processors and controllers in critical industries.” 
This interdependent network can be attacked by viruses, 
worms and Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks, 
among other means.  Yet responding to online threats is 
not clear cut.  Anonymity, a lack of boundaries, 
interconnectivity and indirect association are all features of 
the cyber domain, which causes headaches for 
policymakers and militaries looking for definitive responses 
to threats.  Just as navies have a vested interest in the 
protection of the sea-based commerce for the delivery of 
goods, so too are Western militaries keen to operate within 
and defend the networks upon which our societies rely so 
heavily. Yet with such a large concept, some 
commentators, experts and officials disagree with the 
specific, military focus on a full-scale ‘cyber-war’. 
 

News media, pundits and some public officials have begun 
adding the term ‘cyber-war’ to almost any cyber-intrusion, 
yet most would be classified under cyber-espionage.  In his 
New Yorker article, Hersh defines cyber-war as “the 
penetration of foreign networks for the disruption or 
dismantling of those networks, and making them 
inoperable.”  On the other hand, Hersh describes cyber-
espionage as “the science of covertly capturing e-mail 
traffic, text messages, other electronic communication and 
corporate data” for national security or commercial 
intelligence purposes.  Almost all recently famous 
computer worms heralded as advancements in ‘cyber-war’, 
such as ‘Conficker,’ ‘GhostNet’ and even ‘Stuxnet’, would 
be lumped into the espionage category in Hersh’s 
estimation.  Definitions can continue to be spliced, with 
terms such as cyber-terrorism, cyber-activism and cyber-
crime, but the ambiguity of the online world often blurs the 
lines of these traditional law enforcement categories.  In 
2003, the US government stopped tallying the annual 
amount of US cyber-intrusions as the total reached above 
100,000; the US government’s 15,000 networks are now 
thought to be probed for weaknesses around 250,000 
times an hour.  To fight these online threats, the US set up 
US Cyber Command (USCYBERCOM) in 2009, led by 
four-star General Keith Alexander.  The CIA, Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), National Security Agency 
(NSA), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and a host of 
other agencies have also set up similar departments.  The 
various agencies are meant to do everything from give 
offensive and defensive cyber-support in real-world wars to 
investigating domestic and international terrorist, criminal 
and activist hacking groups.  

Although the US and NATO countries have some of the 
most advanced defensive and offensive cyber-capabilities 
in the world, these defences are built upon three flawed 
designs.  The first problem is that the traditional separation 
of agencies is being ported over into a world without such 
delineations. In cyberspace, distinctions between an 
assault emanating from a foreign state, an act of corporate 
theft and well-organized activist hacking by domestic 
citizens are not immediately clear.  Detecting an attack or 
infiltration is sometimes difficult enough; finding the culprit 
of more sophisticated attacks is near-impossible.  In 
addition, the legal precedents for a response to a cyber-
attack launched by a foreign state are vague and ill-
defined.  Members of the CIA, Department of Defence 
(DoD), FBI, NSA and others recently brought many of 
these problems to the attention of the US House 
Intelligence Committee, specifically noting that they were 
unsure of when it is their responsibility to lead a timely 
response or investigation.  Second, the traditional 
approach carries the idea that military and security 
agencies provide a deterrent in the physical world.  This is 
not the case online, as the anonymity of the net allows 
individuals to repeatedly test the defences of various 
networks.  The Pentagon, a large corporate network, and 
an individual at home, all share an equal spot on the 
frontline of the ‘digital battlefield’, with the latter two 
generally more vulnerable.  The third flaw is in the 
bureaucratic wrangling that often decides how an issue is 
approached by government agencies.  The convoluted 
interplay between the military, law enforcement, and 
intelligence agencies has shaped the cyber issue.  In a 
time of austerity, cyber-initiatives have been a rarity with 
their expanding budgets.  This has left the various 
agencies fighting for dollars by arguing that their mandate 
is best suited to address the problem.  The Pentagon and 
CIA have dominated the dialogue with militarized concepts 
such as a ‘digital Peal Harbour’, in which the networks that 
essential systems rely on are rendered inoperable, leaving 
the US open to attack.  This has excluded other voices, 
such as that of former DHS National Cyber security Centre 
head Rod Beckstrom and White House-appointed Cyber-
Czar Howard Schmidt, who call for a greater focus on 
cyber-crime, information theft and more civilian control of 
network security. 
 

In the Sept/Oct 2010 issue of Foreign Affairs, US Deputy 
Secretary of Defence, stated that “[a]lthough the threat to 
intellectual property is less dramatic than the threat to 
critical national infrastructure, it may be the most significant 
cyber-threat that the US will face over the long term.” In the 
article, Lynn discusses how Google and a number of other 
US firms suffered intellectual property loss due to cyber-
espionage.  A 2010 report compiled by McAfee, a 
computer security firm, detailed a cyber-attack in which 
hackers infiltrated five major oil companies and stole 
valuable data. Almost every Western government has been 
infiltrated in some form by a cyber attack, with Canada and 
France being hit in early 2011.  Cyber-espionage has been 
used by rival states to gain competitive advantage when 
calculating military, political and economic action. In the 
corporate world, cyber-espionage can garner increased 
market share and profit. Loss of data can cost 
organizations dearly.  An oil company could lose a contract 
for a resource field because a competitor was able to 
access profit and logistics breakdowns, giving them a key 
advantage when pricing their bid.  An arms manufacturer 
could have its designs lifted off a corporate network and 
then reproduced by competing firms for a cheaper selling 
price.  The UK government recently noted that 
pharmaceutical companies and financial services in Britain 
suffered the most from cyber-espionage in 2010, losing 
around USD $3 billion each. 
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Cyber Security: Murky Definitions In The Fifth 
Domain Continued 

The impact of such losses is wider than a companies’ 
bottom line. Investment in foreign countries by large firms, 
including oil companies, improves bilateral relations and 
can open the door to better political and military ties; 
companies forced to leave countries due to cyber-
espionage can sour relations.  The theft of Western-
developed military technology allows non-US allied 
countries to bridge technology gaps at a fraction of the time 
and cost.  As an example, intelligence professionals at 
Jane’s and Stratfor have noted with fair certainty that 
foreign states have gained intricate knowledge of the state-
of-the-art Aegis Missile Defence System through acts of 
espionage.  Lynn sums it up best, by arguing that “[a]s 
military strength ultimately depends on economic vitality, 
sustained intellectual property losses could erode both the 
United States ’ military effectiveness and its 
competitiveness in the global economy.”   If a missile from 
a foreign state is heading towards a privately-owned 
building on US soil, then the military is, without question, 
considered the first responder.  But who is responsible if a 
large cyber-attack is bombarding Wall Street?  The values 
associated with the internet, that of free flowing information 
and individual freedom of speech, make Western 
government and military intrusion into the public domain a 
political minefield.  Consider as well what happens if a 
number of undetected worms steal corporately, and 
individually-owned data that is indirectly connected to a 
state’s economic success. 
 

The answer will be complicated, as any single entity, 
whether public, private or individual, seem ill-equipped to 
deal with the murky world of cyber-security.  The NSA has 
worked with large companies such as Google and Boeing 
before, but analysts feel a broader framework for 
cooperation would need civilian oversight.  Even with such 
cooperation, the most advanced security systems have still 
proven vulnerable to sophisticated intruders.  Sources of 
malicious infiltrations and attacks are not confined to one 
entity; government intelligence agencies, individual 
hackers, rival corporations and criminal organizations 
conduct cyber-espionage in concert as well as separately. 
The problem is exacerbated by vague legal frameworks 
that leave a state or corporation with little recourse. Even 
once detected, it is common for security experts to be 
unable to determine the origin or intention of an attack; this 
is an aspect of the system, not necessarily a flaw.  The 
cyber-domain is one in which previous comparisons, such 
as to the maritime domain, seem incomplete.  The threat of 
large-scale cyber-attacks is real, yet so is the long-term 
threat of cyber-espionage.  As it stands, the anticipation of 
a game-changing ‘digital Pearl Harbour’ has dominated 
current thinking.  Governments might do well to pay more 
attention to cyber-espionage, where stolen intellectual 
property can cause great harm to leading edge companies 
and jeopardize economic advantages.  Problems will only 
become more complex and threats more sophisticated as 
time goes on.  For those wanting a simpler cyber-
paradigm, The Economist said it best: “[c]yber espionage… 
is murky, semi-legal, usually untraceable and highly 
profitable.  Get used to it.” 
 
 

DEFINITION OF POLITICAL CORRECTNESS. 
In a recent competition to find the definition of ‘Political 
Correctness’ the following was judged the winning entry.  
"Political correctness is a doctrine fostered by a 
delusional, illogical minority and rabidly promoted by an 
unscrupulous mainstream media, which holds forth the 
proposition that it is entirely possible to pick up a piece 
of excreta by the clean end.” 

DONATIONS IN MEMORY IAN MOLYNEUX 
As per the last meeting I have as instructed made a 
donation in memory of Ian Molyneux from branch funds.  
For anyone who might like to contribute to David O’Neill 
who is the brother-in-law of Ian, and he undertaking and 
running in the Greater Manchester Run on the 15

th
 to raise 

money for charity in memory of Ian.  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/David.ONeill.  The 
Message left submitted reads: 07.05.11 In Memory of 
'Good Runs' whether in Derby, Field Gun or this one. 
All much appreciated by the Submariners in 
Derbyshire.  For those not aware our Branch Constitution 
states generally donations are to be made of £10 except in 
exceptional circumstances. It was also voted that a further 
donation be made when any provision is made to make a 
donation to directly benefit the family.  Thank you to other 
members who have kindly donated and any off line 
member can make personal donations through me but 
accredited to you. 
 
 

STORIES FROM OAKWOOD 
One of our member’s grand-daughters came to stay 
with grandma.  Grandma was so distraught that her 
grand-daughter should be wearing such tatty jeans, that 
painstakingly she sat for several hours darning and 
repairing all the designer rips and tears!!  Such 
dedication that the grand-daughter should not be seen 
walking around like a waif and stray on the streets was 
repaid with a wail of despair by said ungrateful child 
saying “I’d paid £30 for them Granny”, Ahhhhh! 
 

How much did you pay for that rubber hammer in the 
pound shop one of our members was asked? 
 

We have a luxury car; it’s got a first aid kit, safety 
jackets (Uhh?) and windbags in case of a crash!  This 
elicited the response “Does that mean that when you 
are in the front seat you have double protection?”   
 

One of our members stretched some muscles whilst 
putting up a wigwam for his runner beans which meant 
a night in Derby Royal with a suspected heart attack.  
As sympathetic as always one member on getting the 
reply that he was OK, but had been in severe pain and 
had spent the night in Derby Royal Hospital remarked 
he was a silly ‘B’ playing cowboys and Indians at his 
age.  On going to pick our member up from hospital I did 
comment that vegetables are meant to be good for you 
but I somehow feel the humour was lost the same as his 
night sleep had been with constant checks and tests.  
Good news though, Ron is now fighting fit and firing on 
all cylinders; which is exceptionally good news. 
 

One of the favourite topics in the Oak and Acorn is 
gardening, and one member was asked if he had got 
Forget me Nots?  Yes, it’s called a notebook was the 
response. 
 

A member was really chuffed that he had had nearly 
£60 refunded from an insurance policy.  He gallantly 
offered that his wife could spend the money on some 

nice perfume.  His wife stated quite 
seriously to the ex Matelot’s present, that 
she only liked expensive perfume.  The 
Matelot’s comments included ‘We know 
what he likes’, and the words grovelling, 
and promise, were also mentioned.  But I 
will say nothing further, because I 

promised not to put it in the newsletter;  however, it 
does prove some Matelots can be romantic, and some 
can be lying towrags! 
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JACK/MATELOT ENQUIRY 
 

WHAT IS A MATELOT? 
Of all those who wander in and out of our midst there is 
none more widely discussed, nor so little understood as a 
Matlelot.  Cloaked in the anonymity of uniform, classified in 
the ledger as a number and regarded in the drafting office 
as just one unit to move here or there, irrespective of class, 
race or religion, he nevertheless contrives to rise above it 
all and emerge as an individual, uniquely different from his 
neighbour in the same rig, able to wear his uniform in a 
thousand ways, all frowned upon by Their Lordships, yet all 
just inside the law of the clothing class, and to generally act 
the living lie to the adage that regimentation is soul-
destroying.  He will drip, moan and howl about his job, his 
ship and the Service, yet should any outsider dare run 
down these same things, he will demolish the critic with a 

flow of invective as picturesque 
as it is blistering.  A Matelot can 
be all things to all men at all 
times.  In the messdeck 
argument he will don the 
profundity of a lawyer and 
discourse at great length and 
detail on subjects about which 
he knows nothing.  A piped 
order can change him without 
pause for breath, or alteration 

of tone, from a happy optimist to a cynical pessimist.  On 
board, ashore, on duty or on leave, waking or sleeping, he 
seems eternally to be at the mercy of some mysterious 
`dozen', the expiration of which he will likely, sadly, 
hopefully, winsomely, imploringly, scathingly, or frantically, 
entreat to `Roll on'. And when the `12' has duly rolled by he 
goes to the ship's office and asks for another ten.  This 
being granted, here turns to his mess and ever after raises 
the cry, `Roll on my pensh'!  In this matter, as in many 
others, he is his own deceiver. 
 

In his ship is no one as `hard done by' as he.  He will voice 
this sentiment as he performs some difficult or dangerous 
task for which he claims, `Some blankety-blank browned 
him off'.  Yet, if discreet inquiries are made, it will usually 
be found that, unknown to anyone, he volunteered for the 
job in the first place.  If, however, 
he finds that his chum working 
with him has volunteered also, he 
will go into fits of laughter and 
deliver a long lecture about never 
volunteering.  When ashore a 
Matelot is, by his own light, a 
paragon of virtue.  He seeks lurid 
experiences and strange 
adventures, not so much for his 
own satisfaction but for his subject 
of conversation at next morning's 
breakfast table.  If he doesn't find 
these adventures, and he rarely 
does, then he just invents them.  
Should a young, storm-tossed irresponsible actually involve 
himself in trouble ashore, the punishment he receives from 
authority is many times lighter than that received from his 
own messmates; for the motto which guides a Matelot is 
the one which says 'Never get found out'. 
 

A Matelot is a person who goes to Home Park with the 
express purpose of cheering the visiting side.  If he can do 
this from the middle of a crowd of Argyle supporters, so 
much the better.  Yet hear the same Matelot speak when 
his ship is at Portsmouth, `Come to Guz if you want to see 
football'. 

His favourite pastime is to start an argument in a hitherto 
quiet pub, leaving silently when the noise is at its zenith.  
He is a jack-of-all-trades and master of them all.  He is a 
dishwasher and a plasterer; a model-maker; a midwife; a 
dressmaker and a cook; an electrician and a child's nurse. 
When a job comes up which he has not the faintest idea 
about, he will set about it with a curious mixture of common 
sense and brazen `flannel', which convinces any onlooker 
that he is watching the original inventor at work. 
 

The phrase which a Matelot never uses is `I don't know'. 
This in itself leads him into strange places.  He is a born 
navigator and he takes his bearings from naval tailors and 
public-houses.  The phrase `out of bounds' intrigues him 
greatly, no matter what obstacles authority places in his 
path, such places will draw him as a magnet to find out why 
they are out of bounds.  He lives for the `first boat' ashore 
and then wonders who is making a fortune out of suppers 
he does not eat.  He is fully convinced that he and his kind 
are being perpetually `seen off'.  But the fact is that the 
business expert who can put one 
over on jack has yet to be born.  He 
is a man whose natural nautical up-
bringing and training have coated him 
with a shallow veneer of artificiality.  
But beneath this, and it is never far 
below the surface, is a deepness not 
to be found in other men.  He 
distrusts the rites of the Church but 
very willingly he attends a service at 
sea. There on the same oceans in 
their many moods he places his faith in God, the ship, and 
her captain.  He never talks over much about such things, 
because he is aware that those who have not attended 
such a service cannot possibly understand.  A Matelot is a 
suitable combination of applied indifference and deep 
concern. He is humour with a Pusser’s sausage; near truth 
at the defaulter's table; Casanova with bell-bottoms; a bon 
viveur with a pint of beer.  He is, my friends, A TRUE 
MATELOT 
 
 

DUNDEE MEMORIAL 
Monday May 9th. A special Memorial Service was held at 
the Dundee Submariners Memorial on what is a special 
day for the Russian state.  The Lord Provost of Dundee 
John Letford played host to the Consul generals (In 
Scotland) of Russia and Ukraine, and delegates from the 
state of Uzbekistan.  All laying wreaths at the Memorial 
especially to remember those lost on the Soviet Submarine 
(as it was known then) which had been handed over to the 
Soviet Navy in Dundee only to be lost with all hands while 
on passage from Dundee to Russia, the result of "mistaken 
identity". 
 

The Scottish and Scotland North East Branch of the 
Submariners Association were present at the special 
request of the Consuls.  Both branches laying wreaths and 
with Standards on Parade.  At the close of the ceremony all 
Consul’s expressed their gratitude and said how impressed 
they were by the turn-out of the Submariners Association.  
The Russian Consul general stated he was most 
impressed and would be expressing his thoughts when he 
visited Moscow later this week.  He was also delighted to 
take back with him the a picture of submarines prior to 
hand over in Dundee.  He is hopeful that with modern 
technology back in Moscow they can enlarge the picture 
and identify individual crew members.  A good number of 
pictures were taken and will be sent on when received. 
Allan Collins - Sec: Scotland North East Branch 
(Note: Space and size of the image precludes putting it in 
but BZ to the Scotland North East Branch). 
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This photograph was taken on 24 
October 2009 at a Trafalgar Dinner 
in Derby at the Spot Banqueting 
Suite here in Derby when Ian was 
the First Lt of HMS Ambush.  Rest 
in Peace Sir, and our heart and 
prayers are with your wife and 
children.  There follows the 
speeches undertaken in Wigan: 

 

LT CDR IAN MOLYNEUX – THE SERVICEMAN 
Iain Breckenridge Commanding Officer HMS Astute 
I first met Ian Molyneux; known to many of us as Moly, in 
June 2006 when he was working for sea training and 
helping my command team through training in Faslane.  
I met him again in November last year and only really got to 
know him during our period at sea from February-April this 
year.  It was then that I discovered what many of you 
already knew: that this gentle giant with the mischievous 
twinkle in his eye was also a supremely professional 
Weapons Engineer and submariner whose knowledge and 
technical expertise spread far beyond the boundary of his 
own department.  There have been some common threads 
running through the many e-mails I received while preparing 
for this day.  Inspirational, mentor, shipmate.  Great man and 
great boss leapt from every page but one simple message 
captured how quickly Ian could reach out and influence 
someone:  I only met Ian once, in the bar talking rubbish, 
but I feel that I have lost something important we all have. 
 

Ian joined the Royal Navy on 3 September 1990 as an 
artificer at Collingwood.  It did not take very long for his 
ability and character to highlight his eminent suitability for 
promotion to officer.  As one friend in Abbeywood stated, Ian 
had enthusiasm and a depth of knowledge that left others 
trailing in his wake.  During his time in HMS Lancaster in 
1993 it was clear that he had more to offer and had the 
aspiration and drive to succeed.  However, it was just as 
well he followed the W.E. Route as during his time at 
Dartmouth when he was training first year engineering 
students he volunteered to captain one of the boats.  
Attempting the first alongside of the day, he managed to 
ram the jetty at Sandquay at nearly full speed. There 
followed many sharp intakes of breath and quick damage 
checks during which Moly.  In a manner that we all 
recognise, simply shrugged his shoulders and said I’ll try 
not to do that again.  That great attitude is simply 
summed up by many friends:  I can never remember a time 
when Ian wasn't smiling and the tougher the time the 
broader his smile.  Ian emerged from training in 2002 and 
joined HMS Victorious Stbd then HMS Vigilant Stbd as the 
TWEO.  It was here that he recognised that the Executive 
Officer of any submarine he would go on to serve onboard 
had clearly been put there for him to wind up!  Several XO's 
have looked on aghast as Ian got stuck into a big sarnie at 
lunch, fully wedged up as we call it, or were struck to their 
very core when Ian referred to salad cream as Wigan 
mayonnaise.  He also made a lasting impression at dinner 
parties with one wife never having met anyone who could 
eat so much and was worried supplies would run out. 
 

Ian spent 2 years in Abbeywood from Jan 2004-apr 06.  A 
condolence book was signed by many people, from Admiral 
to Able Seamen, who worked with him during his successful 
time in Bristol.  One of the finest officers I have served with, it 
was a privilege to have known and to have served alongside 
Ian, with his timely sense of humour and dry wit he could 
raise spirits and motivate people even when the going got 
tough.  His influence on trainees was immense.  As one 
officer remembers, Ian was TWEO when I was qualifying and 
he had a significant input not only into my qualification as a 
submariner but also the manner in which I conducted myself 
as a TWEO. 

Civilian staff at sea training from 2006-08 recall his ability to 
make the complex understandable and the fact that he 
always had time for others.  Naval colleagues recall his 
ability with people whether it was leading and encouraging 
or telling it as is, and always delivered with that cheerful 
smile and cracking northern sense of humour.  He 
mentored many friends both M.E. (Marine Engineering) 
and W.E. (Weapons Engineering) as they worked towards 
engineering charge qualification with Astute's DWEO's recent 
success being a shining example of how hard he worked to 
help others:  My Comms Officer and AMEO ships also 
benefited from just sitting listening.  Perhaps the best 
assessment from one colleague was that he brought him 
from a Tactical Weapon system pygmy with a strategic 
systems background to a competent and confident TWEO.  
But it is his fire control training mantra that many recall post 
a big night out in Helensburgh, if you can't do it hungover, 
you can't do it at all.  Ian could do it and went onto complete 
his WEO's course and join HMS Ambush in January 2009.  
His commanding officer noted that Ian became widely 
known and respected during his 18 months in Barrow.  He 
has left an indelible, mark in Ambush through laying the 
management foundations, establishing a strong naval ethos 
in an embryonic crew and. as a Senior Manager, setting the 
tone that pervades to this day.  His effervescent humour, 
innate people skills and total professional commitment 
made him stand out the archetypal submariner in every 
respect; he imbued the essence and qualities that makes 
the submarine service so good.  In 2010 the opportunity 
arose for Ambush to form the very first submarine field gun 
crew.  Ian became a man on a mission.  He was pivotal to 
the huge success of the Ambush field gun crew: he was 
the life and soul of the team, immensely passionate and 
totally committed and, when the situation called for an 
inspirational leader, he set an outstanding example to all.  
The team won 3 trophies at the inter service competition 
and Ian will forever be synonymous as the leading light in 
this.  As a colleague and highly regarded Naval Officer, his 
support and loyalty along with his friendship and counsel 
are the hallmarks of his time in Ambush and remain my 
enduring and unshakeable memory of him.  Simply 
summed up by other Ambush colleagues, top bloke, top 
field gunner and top boss.  A great guy and great field 
gunner.  A great boss and true friend. 
 

Ian joined Astute in July 2010 and slipped effortlessly into the 
team.  His deep technical expertise was immediately 
evident and helped to move forward many seemingly 
intractable issues.  I know that he provided my predecessor 
with excellent support and was rightly considered as the best 
WEO in the Faslane flotilla.  Fleet headquarters staff always 
enjoyed hearing from Ian be it just to pass a few updates or 
to give a run down on weapon load progress in Faslane 
under several feet of snow.  I benefited from his wise counsel 
and expert knowledge even before I joined Astute.  Just talking 
to Ian you were instantly struck by his passion for the job and 
its challenges: as Gillian told me last week he used to refer to 
Ambush as his first baby and Astute as his second.  His 
little quips and jokes made us all laugh: for anyone working 
in Faslane a pint of bitter and twisted will be forever known 
as a pint of Back Aftie. 
 

He formed an exceptional partnership with my Marine 
Engineering Officer, Lt Cdr Chris Hodge.  And between 
them no technical matter was left untouched.  No 
candidate at an Officer of the Day or Ship Control Board 
relished the prospect of spending 2-3 hours in front of the 
Captain and Heads of Department as they knew a pass 
required hard work and much technical knowledge.  What 
they perhaps did not appreciate was the amount of biscuits 
and chocolate required to keep Chris and Ian nibbling for a 
few hours. 
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The Standards set at such boards will pervade through 
the whole: Astute Class and Ian was instrumental in 
making them tough but achievable.  The Hodge-Moly 
partnership was one of laughter, ribbing and huge mutual 
respect for engineering and submarining excellence.  
The wardroom has been a quieter place without Ian 
constantly reminding Chris of how much he looks like 
Princess Fiona from Shrek.  But don't worry as the rest 
of us have no qualms about not letting Chris forget.  There 
was no doubt that wherever or whatever Ian was doing his 
heart only belonged in one place; with Gillian, James, 
Arron, Bethany and Charlie in his beloved Wigan.  I now 
know where the best pies are made, where the best rugby 
league side plays and where to get a proper pint at a 
proper price.  Every message I received highlighted his 
devotion to his family and ability to find time to help his 
local community.  He is very much an example to us all 
in how to be great at your job, devoted to your family 
and contribute so much to others.  I am lucky to have had 
such an exceptional man and gifted submarine officer as 
my Weapons Engineer and a member of my senior 
management team.  Yet, and as am sure that all who 
worked with him will readily attest, it was having Ian as 
a shipmate that was much more important.  Shipmate, 
a word that those who have not served at sea perhaps 
view as just another term for friend or colleague, yet it 
means so much more.  A shipmate is someone in whom 
you can place your complete trust.  Someone who will 
go that extra bit for the good of the team, a man who will 
readily confront trouble to avoid situations becoming 
worse, someone with whom you can really talk to about 
the stresses and strains of life at sea in a submarine and 
someone who knows that there is always room for 
laughter.  I know that every man in Astute considered 
Moly as a true shipmate and held him in the highest 
regard.  My last memory of Ian is from that Friday morning 
three weeks ago when we were hosting our guests.  Ian 
told me that Radio Solent was after an interview with me 
but I asked him if he would do it as I had done all the 
others.  He popped off and made a phone call.  A few 
minutes later he tapped me on the shoulder and told me 
that it was all arranged and that he was undoubtedly the 
better choice given that he had a great face for radio.  I 
laughed and said thanks, this was our last exchange.  I will 
finish with some words from Lieutenant Ian Tomlin who 
captures Moly in a few lines better than I have in several 
paragraphs: In the 13 years I have known Moly he has 
continually been a friend, guide and mentor and without 
doubt I would not be where I am today without his 
assistance and friendship.  I imagine that there are many 
other submariners serving today who would say the same 
thing.  I am one of those still serving and would simply 
like to say thanks Moly.  We still have lots to do but we 
won't let you down. 
 
 

IAN T MOLYNEUX FUNERAL 28 APR 2011 
Richard Bowie, WEOfficer, Lt Commander Royal Navy 

I first met Ian nearly 21 years ago, when, as 16 year old 
boys, we joined the navy amongst another 150 people.  It 
is a testament to him that many of those we joined with, 
both those who have since left and those who still serve, 
are either here today, or have paid tribute to him in some 
way over the last three weeks.  As two of the youngest 
members, it was somewhat natural that we would get on.  
However, I was taken by the seemingly much more 
adventurous life he chose to lead after the untimely loss of 
his mother at age 11:  it was how he took a firm grip of life 
in the face of adversity; his determination to extract all that 
life could offer, and that he would live life on his terms that 
struck me the most.  At the end of each day of training, the 
regular call across the room that we all shared was, 

in a very camp John Inman style "Richard, are you coming 
to Tea".  This was met with much sniggering and derision 
from some of room-mates, who were mostly older, but he 
would continue to do it every night.  It was how he held 
himself in the face of criticism; how he remained true to 
himself, that I found most impressive.  We quickly became 
best mates and our friendship would endure and see us 
miss-spend our formative years in the navy, until of course 
he reached the next chapter of his life.  It was around the 
time, just before he joined Dartmouth to start Officer 
training, that he met Gill, all the signs were there; more 
frequent discreet phone calls, more weekends spent at 
home, and with his impending commission we laughed 
about how an unplanned child would be really unlucky.  I 
remember this vividly, he was completely confident, and 
totally assured that whilst it was truly unfortunate, expert 
medical advice said that it was unlikely that he and Gill 
would have children.  What do they know anyway!  Ian 
sometimes had a tendency to accept fully what people 
offered at face value.  It was not naivety as such, but his 
belief that everyone had good in them and no one would 
intentionally mislead others, doctors or otherwise!  
Needless to say, he returned from leave and reported that 
the doctors had indeed lied, Gill was pregnant with Jamie.  
In the greatest traditions of the Royal Navy, where Molly 
looked for a kind ear and sympathetic shoulder, he instead 
found magazine clippings of nappies and prams.  Of 
course, Ian turned it all on its head, declaring, “they said 
that I would never manage that", and it became a pattern 
of his life that he would exceed other people's 
expectations.  Of note, it was not the last that he would get 
the better of medical experts.  Whether by fate or design 
he also managed to squeeze in Charlie just weeks before 
his planned date for a vasectomy.  But knowing him well, 
very little happened by chance. 
 

It is the nature of our work that we sometimes do not speak 
to our own families, or our friends for weeks, and even 
months at a time when at sea, so it is also completely 
normal for us to speak to and look in on our friends 
families in our absence.  When I was at sea, Molly would 
of course pop in to see my wife Lisa, who was pregnant 
at the time, to offer help and some company.  He would 
dutifully drive up to our house, he would "accidentally of 
course" manage to peep his horn, and try his hardest to be 
completely conspicuous before letting himself in to make a 
brew.  With a twinkle of mischief in his eye, I'm sure that 
the presence of another officer letting himself into a 
married quarter in the middle of the day was not lost on 
him.  But was a measure of our friendship that whether it 
was every Friday afternoon as he drove home for the 
weekend, or 7 months between speaking, the conversation 
was never awkward and the banter started off again from 
where it was left.  In short Ian was scarily intelligent, had an 
enormous appetite for detail and was highly driven.  He 
justly deserved a very bright future, and that he managed 
to achieve everything he did without treading on those 
around him ensured that he was and will remain popular.  
However, his career was never his top priority-from our 
conversations; everything he considered, everything he 
planned to do, everything he completed was measured 
against the benefit of Gill and his family. 
 

But he was also completely down to earth, and had such 
humility that nothing was too much trouble for him, nothing 
had to be asked for, it was always offered, he was 
completely dependable.  There are not many people you 
meet in life that you just 'click' with immediately, but to click 
with someone with the quality that Molly had, I have been 
luckier than I could ever dream of.  He inspired me whilst 
he lived to be better, to be braver; and as his memory and 
legacy endures, he will continue to inspire us all. 
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SUBMARINERS NEWS 
© Keith Hall ISBN 976-0-7524-5793-2 

 

JACKS LETTER 
My dearest of Mothers, this letter I write 
On arrival at Wei-Hai, the land of delight. 

 

I am feeling most happy, quite healthy and strong 
Since leaving that clammy, Isle of Hong Kong 

 

We arrived at Wei-Hai, and were settling down, 
When an S.O.S. came, from a North China town. 

 

So we went to the place (Twas, Chefoo by name) 
Full of dance halls and rickshaws, and fire without flame 
 

Ashore in this town, I met a maid in distress, 
And found this poor girl, was a Russian Princess. 

 

But Princesses in China, are easy to meet, 
Their numbers are Legion, in every street. 

 

I arrived back onboard, feeling weary and sore, 
My pockets were empty, and my dollars ashore. 

 

So please send some money, as I’m feeling the strain, 
For there’s always the chance, that we may go again. 

 
Part III’s.  MEO; What’s the difference between the 
forward and after escape towers.   MEM  About 400’ 
TASO; How often do we do Reactor daily safety tests? 
Ordinary Seaman; Err, once a week, Sir! 
 
Wardroom.  Steward, can I have an omelette 
plain, with cheese and mushroom in it?  This 
reminds me of my normal pizza order of; 
Vegetarian Pizza with extra chicken, or my all 
time favourite;  STW Gangs used to order 
ready mix concrete by the lorry size e.g. Half 
a load.  I never did work out what a ‘big’ half 
of concrete was.  I digress. 
 
An ‘A’ Class submarine returning from foreign parts 
had a monkey onboard for a bet won in a bet whilst 
Jack was confused with ale.  The Wardroom were 
worried that the crew might catch something nasty from 
the monkey, but the crew considered with the conditions 
on the ‘A’ boat it was more likely the monkey catching 
something from the crew.  A search was instituted and it 
was obvious that the monkey would have to be drafted 
via the forward SSE.  Bets on survival went like this as 
the boat was at 200’.   
20/1 Against his getting to the surface intact.  15/2 
Would be able to clear his ears as he would be going up 
at 20 foot a second.  25/1 Could he blow out all the way 
to the surface, as he had been told to do?  50/1 His Fez 
would come off on the way up.  100/1  Against his 
getting ‘survivors leave if he made it, and any submarine 
pay due.  Even money.  The rating who brought him 
onboard would be found and punished.   
 
Onboard Chat.  MO; Do you have trouble passing 
water?  AB; Well, I felt a bit dizzy coming over the 
Eskine Bridge this morning.  Barber;  How would you 
like your ears?  AB;  Leave them on the side of my 
head.  Wrecker;  Sex is like full employment; a nice 
idea but never hanppening in my lifetime.  AB;  Do you 
know if Salmam Rushdie is ex directroy?  AB;  Why 
don’t men get pregnatnt?  Doc;  Any bilogical process 
that involves giving up smoking, or drinking for any 
longer than 8 hours, is a no, no.  AB; How’s Smudge 
Doc?  Doc; Oh, he’s holding his own.  AB; Good, he 
must be feeling better then? 

All Boats are renowned for the one liners and these are 
some:  OOW; How’s the trim?  Aft Planes; We’re on 
course, Sir!  OOW; This is a quiet watch.  Aft Planes; 
You should be sat here.  OOW; I keep twenty times 
more watches than the other OOW’s.  Aft Planes;  No 
you don’t Sir, it just seems that way when you’re sat 
here.  OOW;  How’s the trim?  Foreplanes; Like ‘Spot 
the Ball’.  A million to one chance of getting it right.  
OOW; Extolling the virtue of the Channel Tunnel saying 
it will benefit tradesmen, tourism and the general 
economy.  Aftplanes;  It won’t do much for Trainspotter 
will it! 
 

What’s the new Coxswain like?  Tough.  He eats 
sardines without bothering to open the tin.  LMEM.  
Sleeping in the fore-ends on the torpedo racks was 
heard to say that sleeping between two tiffs is a real 
pain in the arse!  The Leading Stoker asks a newly 
joined stoker if he had seen the Chief Mech?  The MEM 
says I don’t know.  What does he look like?  LMEM; A 
blank overgrown gorilla!  Sounds descriptive enough to 
me! 
 

Sex onboard  Imagination at sea is something difficult 
by those who have never served but the following 
adverts have been noted from boats dits: 
Watson on Photography now available to the General 
Public at last.  All aspects of Amateur Photography 
covered in this breath taking book.  Nudes, Standing 
Nudes, Sitting Nudes, Nudes Outdoors, Nudes Indoors, 
Nudes on Bikes, Nudes Hanging from Trees.  Book 
available in plain brown wrapper, complete with 
spectacles and raincoat. 
Mess Discussion.  The lads were discussing sex, what 
else, in the dinning hall.  An AB stated he thought 
multiple organisms were them funny grenade launchers 
at the front of them Russian Destroyers. 
The Noble Art of Self Defence by Pat Gallagaher 
Features; Bottling, Eye Poking, Goolie Biting and Basic 
Knuckle Duster Maintenance.  All aspects of the course 
taught to advanced Millwall Fan Club Standards 
 

The subtlety of a submariner was well demonstrated 
by the following question posed to a crew in their 
newsletter.  Question; Guess the two officers 
1.  Who said ‘These are delicious’ and the second said 
2.  ‘Mmm, crunch, mmm, munch, ete’ 
Bonus points for guessing what they are talking about?  
Place your answers in the Captain’s empty chocolate 
mint biscuit bottle by Friday!  And to prove that it is 
difficult to say anything on a submarine without 
someone hearing the following question of guess who 
said SCOOW; Should I pipe heads and bathrooms back 
in use?’  To which the OOW who had obviously been 
upset by someone replied; No, let ‘em suffer’. 
 

HMS Renown had a problem with cockroaches on 
return from the USA.  They were everywhere on the 
boat (except the Galley; they had taste).  The engineers 
and medical staff got together to see just how resilient 
they were.  Seven were collected and put in a large 
glass tube, the poison being used was included, and the 
tube sealed and strapped to the Top Hat in the Reactor 
Compartment.  The submarine went critical and sailed 
on exercises.  Sixty four days later we shut down, 
opened the Reactor Compartment, and removed the 
tube containing the cockroaches; only to discover 
Fourteen!  This proves that they can live and breed in 
the Reactor Compartment, but not in the Galley.  Wise 
creatures indeed.  That’s it folks, buy your own copy! 
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DERBY BEER FESTIVAL – HELP WANTED 
Gents, and Ladies.  The Derby Beer Festival will be held 
on Thurs 7 July to Saturday 9 July 2011 and they 
allow a designated charity to undertake a bucket 
collection for the last hour of the festival as everyone is 
leaving after the morning session.  The Saturday is out 
for me due to the MOSVT Wellington Bomber Service I 
do in Stanley, but there is nothing to stop individuals 
volunteering direct to Christine at the RBL.  ANYONE 
interested in volunteering for Thursday is welcome 
and we would want preferably four/five.  You do get an 
opportunity to have a wander and test the products, and 
basically we stand at the exit and have a good banter 
with the punters who are normally very generous for 
Poppy Appeal.  I have emailed the info out with no 
response, but have settled on doing the Thursday 7 
July with at least one committed helper so far; but if 
anyone else could help it would be interested.  The 
collection is for the RBL POPPY APPEAL who as you 
are aware have been helping Heroes since 1921. 
 
 

W5795 STANLEY BOMBER SERVICE 
I thank the many members who have supported this 
service over the years, and this year it will be even more 
special with a Flypast of a 'HURRICANE' of the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight (BOBMF).  The Flypast was 
requested in honour of our principle guest, Mrs Freda 
Burton who is the War Widow of the Rear Gunner of 
Wellington Bomber W5795 who will be, as she has 
since 2004 travelling down from Cumbria to pay 
homage at Stanley. As Freda is now 97 it is appreciated 
that due to infirmity and age, that this may be the last 
time she will be able to make the journey.  We also have 
family of the crew from Yorkshire who will be releasing 
the National Memorial Arboretum Pax Liberation's 
Doves of Peace in memory of the crew.  The request 
Fly Past has been timed to end the Bomber Memorial 
Service in Stanley, and to celebrate the start and 
opening of the West Hallam Well Dressing to benefit 
both events.  The BOBMF operates a very strict safety 
criteria which means cancellation can take place at any 
time due to weather or other operational reasons.  If 
anyone requires further details please contact me on 
either email w5795mosvt@yahoo.co.uk  Terry Hall, 
Memories of Stanley Village Trustee (MOSVT)  or 
Telephone 01159 303641 
 
 

RBL 90
TH

 ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
John & Rita Sayers went to Derby Cathedral to attend 
the RBL 90th anniversary concert.  An enjoyable 
evening with some lovely singing by Lesley Garrett and 
music with the Kings Division. 
 
 

JEFF DYKES PONDERS 
I was particularly interested to note in RASM speech, 
that women are not yet in submarines and the rules up 
to date, haven't changed.  There are no women in UK 
boats, the admiral says.  I was led to understand that 
there were some women officers undergoing training to 
serve on bombers.  Good to see that the Alliance 
project is nearing its target.  Good boats, the A's, and a 
world apart from my early boats, the Selene and the 
Turpin.  Editor:  Several people have queried the CO2 
aspect preventing women serving on boats mentioned 
in RASM’s recent letter?  Does anyone have an answer 

to this question please? 

DERBYSHIRE BRANCH LIBRARY 
Following the proposal that was carried to open the 
Branch Library to the Staff and Cadets of TS Kenya, the 
branch has purchased a bookcase which has been 
installed ably by Ron Slater & Jim Hunt, whilst I audited 
the books and provided the carriage to the unit.  The 
books are now installed, and now more readily available 
for use by our own members, and also the staff and 
cadets of TS Kenya.  We are operating on a trust basis 
to cut down administration, and ask that everyone is 
kind enough to return any books borrowed.  An A5 
booklet has been produced for all members (A4 online) 
and distributed.  There are over one hundred books and 
it is hoped they can be enjoyed by all.  If you wish to 
donate any further books it is not a problem, just let me 
know so they can be recorded so we know stock levels 
at the periodic audits.  Any queries to Ron Slater the 
Branch Liberian, or relay via me if it is an email please. 
 
 

TRIPS AWAY 
We were hoping to report on a very special trip away 
with one of our affiliated submarines, but unfortunately 
due to operational reasons, and branch circumstances 
this was cancelled at short notice, with much 
disappointment by those concerned.  Sometimes these 
events are advised with little time to organise or seek all 
members interest, and it would be helpful if members 
would make known to me, if they would be interested in 
this form of trip for the future.  One such example is on 
Saturday 7th I had ten minutes to seek interest in two 
free tickets to the Windsor Tattoo.  I sought two couples 
thence, said I would be interested solo but MRU from 
SA; but I was fortunate that another single booking was 
obtained, allowing me to go.  Fantastic trip, though not 
impressed by the coach arrival back to Derby Area at 
two am in the morning!  I have no hesitation in 
recommending the Windsor Tattoo to anyone, Superb. 
 
 

TS KENYA MESS DINNER 
TS Kenya Ships Company have invited you to join them 
for a dinner to celebrate the 95th Anniversary of The 
Battle of Jutland at the Stuart Hotel, London Rd, Derby, 
DE1 2QR 7 for 7:30 Friday 10 June 2011.  Cost is £25 
pp cheques payable to Derby Sea Cadets Mess Funds.  
Dress: Officers 2A, SR 2B, Civilians Black Tie/lounge 
suits.  Applications to Simon Horsnall 11 Kingsway, 
ILKESTON, Derbyshire, DE7 6FB  01159 178907 
 
 

Newsletter Online 
If you need to refer to a back issue please refer to 

Branch Web Page on: 
http://www.godfreydykes.info/DERBYSHIRE_SUBMARI

NERS_ASSOCIATION_PAGE.htm 
 

http://britishlegion-
derbyshire.org.uk/D&DexSA/Submariners_Association.htm 

 
Views and comments of this newsletter do not always 

reflect the official policy, or decisions of neither the Derby 
Branch nor, the Submariners Association 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Hall,     Newsletter Editor 
Submariners Association  
Derbyshire Branch 
69 Station Road 
STANLEY VILLAGE 
Derbyshire,  DE7 6FB 


